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January AIst.—(1) The Governor of 
Shéng-ching and his deputy bring to His 
Majesty’s notice two cases of private 
munificence, for which they solicit the be- 
stowal of permission upon the donors to 
erect honorary portals in commemoration 
of their gifts, The first oxse is that of a 
secretary of one of the Boards living at 
Chéug-16 Heien, his place of domicile. 
The father of this officer, noticing the 
dilpidated condition of the Ts‘tii-shéng 
College in the provincial capital, had made 
up his mind to contribute a sum of money 
to repair it, but fell ill of a mortal sickness 
before he could carry hia project into ex- 
ecntion. Ou his dying bed he exhorted 
his son to fulfil his intentions, and the 
latter has now forwarded ‘I'ls, 4,000 to the 
magistrate for the purpose. The second 
case is that of a literary graduate in the 
sub-prefecture of Chiu Chow, whose 
parents left him a posthumous command 
to found a free school in that place, which 
possessed no establishment for the gratui- 
tous education of the poor, with the result 
that the spread of literary kuowledge and 
the mechanical arts was considerably 
impeded in consequence, The son has now 
furnished Tis. 200 in money, provided two 
buildings for school premises, and endowed 
the school with a gift of land, the land and 
buildings being valued at Tle. 984.7. 

(2) ‘he Governor and Deputy-Governor 
of Uh‘ahar report,that the amount required 
next year for the maintenance of the forty- 
four stations on the Altai postal route will 
be Tis, 23,501 5.5. In accordance with 
rule, the Memorialists solicit permission to 
draw this sum from the Superintendent of 
Customs at Kalgan.—Granted by Rescript, 

January 2nd.—(1) Hsii Chih-hsiang is 
appointed Directur of the Court of Sacri- 
ticial Worship. 

(2) The General of the Ma-lan Chéu 
Division, who is in charge of the Eastern 
Mausolea, reports that, having recently 
noticed in the course of a tour uf inspec- 
tion that there were a number of tree 
stumps lying about along the line of trees 
forming the geomantic circle round the 
various mausolea, he sent his,aide-de camp 
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to make enquiries, That officer reported 
on his return that he had found more than 
ahundred of thesestumps in different places ; 
and it is evident that the subalterns on duty 
must have been guilty of abominable 
negligence to allow of the tampering with 
the trees of which the presence of these 
stumps is an indication. The Memorialist 
has accordingly suspended the two lieu. 
tenants in whose charge the area in ques- 
tion lay, and has disrated aud beaten the 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers on 
duty. He has further the honour to request 
that certain senior efficers, who are to blame 
for not having discovered what was going 
on and duly reported it, may be committed 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 

3.—The Governor of Kuei-chow reports 
that the receipt in that province for the 
sale of rank and titles in aid of the Mari- 
time Defence Fund, during the period be- 
tween 2ud Juue and 27th September, 1886, 
was Ts. 653.1. 

January 3rd.—Shao Yu-lien, Judge: of 
Honan, had audience of leave. 

(1) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River makes the customary application 
for permission to draw from the treasury 
of the Honan Province the sum annually 
granted for the purchase of supplies of 
millet stalks and other materials for the 
repairs to the embankments of the Yellow 
River. These materials should, strictly 
speaking, be stacked by the end of the 
year in readiness for use iu the 
coming spring, but financial embarrass- 
ments often caused much delay in their 
preparation, As it is most important that 
this delay should not occur, the Memorialist 
is endeavouring to have next year’s supply 
ready betimes, and proposes to draw the 
usual grant, viz., ‘Pla. 65.000, as svon as 
possible, and to insist upon the materials 
being stacked by the end of the 1Uth moon, 
He will then inspect the stacks in person, 
aud should any of them not be of the 
prescribed dimensions, or be loosely pack- 
ed, the responsible official will be denounced 
and called upon to make ‘the deficiency 
good, 





(2) The Governor of Kuei-chow reports 
that during the period commencing with 
the month of December, 1885, and ending 
with November, 1886, there have been 
no outstanding cases of robbery with vio- 
lence left unsettled, This report is sub- 
mitted in compliance with » Decree issued. 

(3) The Governor of Kuangsi reports 
that the price of grain ruse so high in that 
province during the summer months that 
constant grain riots were occurring in the 
neighbourhood of the provincial capital, 
He accordingly thoug»t it advisable to 
draw upon the public funds furan advance 
of money to buy foreign rice for sale at 
rates which would bring down prices. Le 
recalled at the same time an officer called 
Ling I ming, and made him Acting Judge 
of the province with orders to adopt mea- 
sures in concert with the local authorities, 
civil, and military, for the suppression of 
bad characters and the relief of the needy. 
The prospects of thespring harvest next(this) 
year are so unpromising, owing to the scar- 
city of rain this autumn, that there is likely 
to be considerable distress amonyst the 
people, and the Memorialist has thought it 
necessary to make timely provision for this 
contingency by directing the Financial 
Commissioner to issue funds to certain 
members of the mercantile class, who will 
be called upon to establish agencies at 
different places for the purchase of grain, 
in anticipation of arise in price, and its 
subsequent sale at a moderate rate. 

January 4th,—(1) A decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of. a memorial from the 
Censor Wei Nai-hsiang, who asserts that 
Heiieh Fu ch‘éng, Vice-Governor of the 
Metropvlitan Prefecture, has been guilty of 
contemptuous disreyard in the matter of a 
sulemn observance, and prays that he may be 
severely punished for hislevity. The Vice- 
Governorappearsto be charged by the Ceusor 
with nothaving brought certaingrain from 
the Temple of Agriculture to the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship at the proper time, and 
compares the conduct of the Vice-Governor 
with that of Sheo Yiieh-lien, who has re- 
recently been dismissed from the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship for negligence of duty, 
considerably in favour of the latter officer. 
These insinuations are couched in abstruse 
and ambiguous phraseology, which is in 
itself au offence against the proprieties, 
and he goes on with still greater effrontery 
to suggest that the Vice-Governor (who 
owes his advancement to his successful 
medical treatment of the Empress Dowager 
during her late illness) should be attached 
to the Imperial College of Physicians, 
There is uv alternative but to administer 
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correction to this officer in order to put a 
stop to these malicious attacks, and the 
Censor Wei Nai-hsiang is accordingly com- 
initted to the Board for the determination 


of a penalty, It has always been the duty - 


of the Governor-Adjoint and the Vice-Gov- 
ernor of the Imperial Prefecture te report 
to the Throne the date of conveying grain 
from the Temple of Agriculture to the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship (for use in 
various sacrificial observations during the 
year), and upon the date to go in person 
to the Court and deliver over the grain. 
Heiieh Fu-ch ‘én is called upon to explain 
how it was that he did not arrive at the 
proper time on the present occasion, and 
Pi Tao-yiian, the Govervor-Adjoint, will 
state whether or no he attended at all. 

(2) A Decree conferring rewards upon 
the Magistrate of the Chung-wei District 
in Kansu and other officers, to whose 
efforts was due the successful suppression 
of .an attempted rising, and the capture 
of Chao Shén-hsien, the ringleader. 

(3) The Board of War reports, in reply 
to instructions received, that the Governor 
of Yeh-ho has laid himself open to the 
penalty of degradation and removal to 
another post for having recommended to 
the Throne an unworthy officer iv the per- 
son of the Prefect uf Ch'éug-té Fu, whose 
conduct has been such as to uecessitate his 
being dismissed the public service.—See 
Gazette of Decemher 28th. 

(4) Wu Ta-ch‘éng, newly-appointed Go- 
vernor at Canton, applies fur twenty days’ 
leave on his way to his post in order that 
he may visit his mother who lives at Soo- 
chow. He proposes to travel overland to 
Shanghai, and, after visiting Soochow, to 
take steamer from Shanghai for Cautou.— 
Request granted by Rescript. 


January 5th.—(1) A Decree from Her 
Majesty the Kmpress directing the lmperial 
Clan Court, in accordance with the rule 
applicable in these cases, to request the 
appointment of a substitute for His Ma- 
jesty upon the occasion of the sacrificial 
observances performed on the anniversary 
of the death of the Imperial Secondary 
Consort, Chuang Shun (? the mother of 
the Seventh Prince) as well as at the 
soletices of Ch‘ing ming (spring), Chung- 
yiian (autumn), and Tung-chih (winter), 
When His Majesty goes in person to the 
Western Mausvlea he will himself perform 
s«crifice at the tomb of the consort Chuang 
Shun after the conclusion of the other 
observances, 


(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 


! of a Memorial from a censor called.Cuin 
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Shon-sung, who represents that the con- 
duct of the prefect on the occasion of the 
examination riots at Chih-chiang Hsien in 
Hunan (referred to in the Guzette of Dec, 
6th and 14th) must have been very unsatis- 
factory to ailow such things to happen, 
The Decree of Dec. 6th, in which the pro- 
hibitions against riotous conduct are quoted, 
is referred to in proof of the fact that 
measures have been taken to prevent a 
repetition of these acts, and the prefect 
who conducted the examinations at Chih- 
chiang Hsien is exonerated from all blame, 
as he acted quite properly in not yielding 
to intimidation, The censor is, finally, 
taken severely to task for introducing 
extravagant references in his memorial to 
the Tuenfei aud other rebellions. Under 
@ pretence of protecting the literate class 
he would allow the unruly to render laws 
of uo avail, thereby ignoring the funda- 
mental principles of government. Let 
Our rebuke be conveyed to the censor, and 
let his Memorial be ‘ thrown back” to 
him, 

(3) A Decree acknowleduing the receipt 
of the explanation called for from the Vice- 
Governor of Peking as to the cause of his 
delay in taking the sacrificial grain to the 
Court of Sacriticial Worship (see Gazette of 
January 4th). He reports that he was in- 
formed by the Board of Ceremonies that 
the sacrificial grain would be passed into 
store at the Clh‘en period (7 to 9 a.m.) on 
the 28:h of Uctober. He accordingly went 
at early dawn to the Temple of Agriculture 
to assist in taking delivery ; but as his 
yaméu is si'uated at some distance from 
the Lemple of Agriculture he cid not arrive 
until the close of the Oh‘éu period, or 
nearly 9a.m, As Heiieh Fu-ch‘én did not 
fail to put in an appearance within the 
prescribed time his case need not be cuou- 
sidered. 

_ (4) The Governor of Honan reports that 
during the first six months of the present 
Ohinese year the total likin collection on 
opium and general articles was Tl». 43,654. 
This is rather more than a hundred taels 
leas than the collection for the previous 
six mouths, 

_ (5) The same officer reports that the 
duty on foreign opium collected by the 
Honan Customs during the same period 
was Tls. 4,127, or more than Tis. 300 less 
than the «vllection for the previous half 
year. Some of the collectors have accor- 
dingly been removed and others have had 


, ® black mark put against their names. 


Jauuary, 6th.—A Decree :—Liu Ming- 
_ch‘uan reports that with the aid of his 
troopa he has subjugated the aborigines in 
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the north and centre of Formosa, and he 
solicits the bestuwal of marks of distinction 
upon the officers who have been energetic 
in the accomplishment of this task. We 
have perused his memorial and acquainted 
Ourself with its contents. During t e ninth 
and tenth moons of the present year Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan penetrated the centre of For- 
mosa, making roads and constructing brid- 
ges, and attacking the rebellious aborigines 
as he advanced step by step. Seven of 
their stockades were carried from first to 
last, and the respective communities repen- 
ted them of their crimes and sued for per- 
mission to submit. The Governor, after 
consultation with Lin Wei-yiian, then 
advanced to the attack of the rebellious 
savages in the northern portion of the 
island and overawed them with a display 
of force, the result being that the Pai-a-wei 
and more than twenty other communities 
also embraced civilisation, The measures 
concerted and carried out by Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan for the subjugation and pacification 
of these people were most appropriate, and 
he will be committed to the board for the 
determination of a liberal form of reward. 
It is right, too, that the officers who 
displayed energy in these operation should 
receive their due proportion of reward, 
Here follows a long liat of officers, generals, 
and others, upon whom buttons, brevets, 
etc., are bestowed. ‘The name of a general 
called Wu Hung-lo heads the liet with the 
distinction of the Yellow Riding Jacket. 

(2) Li P‘ei-jung is appointed General of 
the Su-chou Division in Kansu, 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of areport from the chancellors of the Han 
Lin Yiiau who were directed to enquire into 
the conduct of a compiler of that institu- 
tion, charged by a censor with depravity of 
conduct and with having gone to his native 
place without leave. ‘he enquiry institu- 
ted by the chanceliors shows that Lin-jén, 
the compiler iu question, was appointed 
last year examiner for Shansi, and a certain 
trader in ginseng having called at his 
office to demand payment of the balance of 
money due on account of ginseng purchas- 
ed by Liu-jéu, and there being guilty of 
noisy demonstrations, he was sent to the 
police station and afterwards released, It 
was this episode that must have given rise 
to the false reports upon which the denun- 
ciation of the censor was based. The 
Meworialists, however, find that the com- 
piler did pay a surreptitious visit to his 
home in November last without having 
applied for leave, and the compiler is ac- 
cordingly committed to the board for the 
determination of a penalty as a warning to 


officers that they may not absent themselves 
from duty without proper auther:sation, 

January 7th.—(1) Heiieh Fu-ché., vice- 
Governor of Peking, is appointed vice- 
Director of the Imperial Clan Court, and 
Fu-mou, Director of the Court of State 
Ceremonial, 

(2) A Memorial from Wang Chi jung, 
Censor of the Shensi Circuit.—The Memo- 
rialist has always heard that when money 
is issued by the Board of Revenue,: the 
clerks are in the habit of demanding cer- 
tain fees with such regularity that the 
practice has now become the rule, These 
fees, however, which were styled ‘‘ private 
fees,” used not to exceed a few tens of 
taels, or, at the outside, a hundred taels 
or so, and no one for a moment supposed 
that anyone should have the audacity to 
charge a8 much as ‘T'ls, 10,000. And yet 
the Memorialist has been informed thet, on 
the occasion of the issue of ‘T'ls. 500,000 by 
the Board of Revenue as a first advance on 
the Tls, 1,000,000 required for river works in 
Shantung, a certain clerk called Shih Bu- 
t‘so withheld the money and and absented 
himself from the yamén because he could 
not get fhe sum he demanded as a fee, and 
it-was not until an understanding was come 
to as to the amount to be paid that he 
would issue the money to the person 
authorised to receive it, ‘This fee, it is 
said. was ‘I'ls. 10,000, and had already been 
appropriated by Shih #n-t‘ao when it came 
to the knowledge of the heads of the 
board, who handed him over to the police 
for the recovery of the money; and 
rumour has it that upon the amount being 
paid he asked and obtained immunity 
from further proceedings, The Memorialist 
would venture to hold the opinion that, 
considering the number of  villainies 
perpetrated by government clerks which 
never come to light, in a case of such 
gravity as that of Shih En-t‘ao aud in- 
volving so large an amount, the legal 
penalty ought certainly to be inflicted, now 
that he has paid the money up, as a warn- 
ing to others for the future, ‘The mere 
handing of him over to the police for the 
recovery of his gains and the infliction of 
some slight chastisement will evcourage 
others to go still further in their contempt of 
the law, The Memorialist would accordingly 
pray that His Majesty will order that Shih 

‘Eu-t‘ao be handed ‘over to the Board of 
Punishments that they may enquire into 
the truth of this matter and inflict the 
severest punishment that the law lays 
down for such offences. 

(3) Another censor presents a Memorial 
on the same subject. He tells more or less 
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a similar story, but gives the name of the 
clerk as Shih Ch‘un-ch‘iian, and says that 
the fee levied was ‘I'ls. 50,000 on the ‘TI'ls. 
500,000. He hears that the clerk never 
went to the police station at all, aud has 
not disgorged the money. He conciudes 
with a request that the clerk may be sent 
to the Board of Punishments for trial and 
sentence, and that the responsible heads 
of the board may be duly punished, - 

(4) A third censor, writing on the same 
subject, gives further details, He asserts 
that when the agent of the Governor of 
Shantung called at the board to take 
delivery of the money, he was told that 
unless he patd a heavy fee the mouey, 
would not be issued to him at treasury 
weight. Upon his return to Shautung 
with the money minus the f-e deducted, 
the governor wrote to Sun Y-ching, vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, who 
was a connection of his, to the effect that 
the fee charged was exorbitant, aud called 
upon his relative to recover the money 
from the person who levied it and also 
to take him to task. Sun Yi ching there- 
upon showed the letter to his colleagues 
in the board, and they determined to 
hush the matter up. ‘They accordingly 
did not only not report the circumstance 
to the Throne, but never sent the clerk to 
the Board of Punishments, contenting 
themselves with placing him uader the 
custody of a police magistrate in the 
suuthern city with orders to recover from 
him a fine of Tle. 10,000, to which he had 
been condemned, Alter calling attention 
to the laxity of supervision on the part of 
the heads of the board in allowing such a 
thing'to happen, and to their attempt at 
hushing the matter up when the governor 
wrote and told them what had happened, 
the censor goes on to ask in what light this 
so-called ‘‘ fine” of Tle, 10,000 in which 
the clerk was mulcted is to be regarded. 
Does it come out of his own pocket, or is 
it the government money which he has 
appropriated? If it is the government 
money that he has stolen, then it is booty 
which he ought to disgorge, and it is a 
misnomer to call ita fine. If the fine is 
looked upon as a penalty for his offence, 
it should be pointed out that the law speci- 
fied certain penalties proportionate tu the 
amount embezzled, and the clerk should 
not get off with a mere fine,—Fur Decree 
in answer to the Memorials on this subject 
see Gazette of 30th December. 

January 8th.—(1) A Decree sanctioning 
a further grant of 300 piculs of rice to the 
warm refuge in the western portion of the 
Chinese city of Peking, the authosities 
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having reptesented that, in consequence of 
the large nnmber of applicants for relief 
that have presented themselves this winter, 
the earlier grant of 300 pfculs will not be 
sutticient for the requirementa of the estab- 
lishment, 

(2) Kao Wan-p‘éng, at present serving 
as ‘actai in Anhui, is appointed Governor 
of the Imperial Prefecture. 

(3) A Decree sanctioning an application 
from the vice-Goveruor of the Imperial 
Prefecture that the State Historiographer’s 
office should be directed to compile a 
record of the official career of the late Chou 
Chia-mei, Governor of the Imperial Pre- 
fecture, 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung reporting the closing of the 
breach in the embankment of the Yellow 
River at Yao Chia Ki'ou in the Hui-min 
District, and soliciting the bestowal of re- 
wards upen the officers to whose exertions 
the successful completion of this work is 
due.—See Gazette of December 3lst. 

(5) ‘The Governor of Shantuug reports 
that he has given orders for that portion of 
the Grand Canal for which he is responsible 
to be prepared for the arrival of the grain 
floet next year,’ The southern bank of the 
Grand Canal from Shih-li P*‘u to the bor- 
ders of Kiangsu is under the charge of the 
Director-General of the Yellow River, the 
northern bank, from ‘T‘ao-ch‘éng P‘u to 
Lin-ch'ing Chow, being kept in order by 
the Prefect of ‘Tung-ch‘ang Fu. Iu con- 
sequence of the very unsatisfactory condi- 
tion of this section, 200 Id in length, which 
is silting up more and more every day and 
has become a constant source of danger 
from ita liability to overflow at certain sea- 
sons and inundate the country, it has been 
decided tu construct certain stone dams in 
addition to carrying out the usual dredging 
operations. 

(6) A Memorial from the Board of War. 
—The Memorialists would point out that 
in a work entitled Ft #% CF, or a “ Digest 
of Military Administration,” it'is laid down 
that in the event of a civil official of the 
rank of Taotai, or any officer of higher 
rank, dying at his post or when engaged on 
special service, it is permissible to issue a 
document known as a K‘an-ho, when the 
remains: are taken back to the place of 
domicile of the deceased, (which entitles 
the bearer to porters, etc.; ab government 
cost), a penalty being attached to the issue 
of such a document when it is not duly 
authorised. ‘There is notliing, it should be 
added, authorising: the issue of this K‘an- 
ho for the deceased members of any ofticer’s 
fauiily, The Governor of Shansi has now 
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forwarded to the Memorialists’ Board for 
cancellation a.K‘an-ho issued by the 
Acting-Judge of Kueichow to accompany 
the remains of the wife of Li Yung-ch‘ing, 
Acting-Governor of Kueichow, on their way 
to P‘ing-ting Chow in Shansi, which is the 
Acting-Governor’s place of domicile. They 
would point out that the acting-judge 
was not at liberty to issue such a docu- 
ment in this case; further, that the 
printed form upon which the details were 
filled in bore the date of the reign Tao 
Kuang, which words had been struck out 
and the characters for Kuang Hii sub- 
stituted. Although the acting-governor 
had written a note on the K‘an hoto the 
effect that he would provide his own 
horses, boats, and carts, the issue of such 
a document was none the less irregular ; 
and it is the duty of the memorialists to 
request that the Governor of Kuvichow 
muxy be instructed to find out the name of 
the judge who issued the permit, and that 
Li Yung-ch‘ing may be committed to the 
board for the determination of a penalry. 
It will further be the duty of the board to 
write to the various provincial high suthori- 
ties along the Jine of route to ascertain 
whether or no any porters, horse, or boats 
were supplied by them on the faith of this 
document, action being taken in accordance 
with the answers received.—See Gazette 
of December 30th. 

January 9th.—(L) A Memorial from the 
Board of War complaming of the long 
delays which occur in the filling up of vacau- 
cies in the grades of officers from colonel 
downwards in the three provinces of Sze- 
chuen, Kuangtung and Kuangsi. In Sze- 
chuen there areas many as forty vacancies, 
some dating seven years back, which the 
provincial authorities have left unfilled in 
spite of calls from the Board of War to 
nominate officers to them, Peremptory 
letters on the subject two years ago, follow- 
ed by further orders last, year, ouly secu- 
red recommendations for a few vacancies, 
and most of these were not admissible by 
the regulations ; so fresh nominations had 
to be called for involving long delays, Inu 
the provinces of Kuangtung and Kuangsi, 
also, there are: thirty-four similar vacencies 
unfilled, and as in all the provinces named 
there is no lack of expectants of office, 
there can be no difficulty in making no- 
minatione and thus avoiding the disheart- 
ening effect which the delay in promotion 
has upon the persons interested. The 
Memorialists beg again to submit a list of 
these vacancies, with a prayer that His 
Majesty will direct the Governor-General 
of the Two Kuang and of Szechuen to 
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make a selection of officers eligible for pro- 
motion to these vacancies, and to submit 
their names to His Majesty within three 
months of the date of the receipt of the 
board’s communication on the subject.— 
The requisite order was given in a special 
Decree earlier issued. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi applies for 
and is granted two months’ respite from 
his public duties in order to recruit his 
health, the malady from which he suffers 
- being described as giddiness, singing in the 
ears, and palpitation of the heart. 

January 10th.—(1) Wang-lien is ap- 
pointed T'aotai of the Féug, Ying, Liu, 
Sau Cirouit in Anhui, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from a censor who suggests 
the establishment of an additional police 
bureau in Peking, the members of the 
force being composed of trained irregular 
troops. He is moved tou make the sugyges- 
tion by the prevalece of crimes of theft 
and burglary in Peking. The maintenance 
ef law and order in the metropolis is the 
special duty of the gendarmerie; an‘ if 
the censor's allegations be true a most un- 
constitution#l state of affairs exists, ‘The 
Captain General of Gendarmerie is hereby 
called upon to take active measures for the 
repression of crime, and to see to it that 
there is no laxity of pvlice supervision. 
As the introduction of the arrangement 
suggested by the censor will involve con- 
fusing changes his proposals will not be 
considered, 

(3) ‘The Governor of Kiangsi submits a 
list of the porcelain manufactured for 
Palace use, under the auspices of the Kiu- 
kiang Customs during the present year. 
The following is the summary of the articles 
as enumerated in the Memorial :—80 pieces 
of equare por elain, best quality ; 1,240 
pieces of round porcelain, best quality ; 
422 coloured flower pots, best quality ; 
1,200 vases, plates, etc., to be given away 
in presents ; 2,000 yellow porcelain bowls 
with green dragons upon them, for Palace 
use, ‘These articles, which have already 
been shipped by steamer for Peking, cost 
Tis, 21,487. A detailed and descriptive 
list (uot published) is submitted for His 
Majesty’s approval. 

January lith.—The Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture reports a fall of 
snow in Peking to the depth of five inches 
and upwards. 

(1) A Decree expressing His Majesty's 
profound gratitude for the grateful snow, 
which has fallen after the prayers offered 
up by himself and his princes and others, 
He announces his intention of going to the 
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Tao Kao Tieu in person on the 12th inst., 
to return thanks for the mercies of heaven. 
Similar services of thanksgiving at other 
state temples will be attended by priuces 
and nobles as designated in the Decree: 

(2) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
submits a list of various state sacritices 
which have to be offered in the first and 
secoud moons of the coming Chinese year, 
and His Majesty has nominated various 
high officers to conduct them. The sacri- 
fices to the tutelary gods of the state on 
the 4th of March, and that to the God of 
Literature on the 6th of March, will be 
conducted by His Majesty in person, as 
will also that to the God of War onthe 7th 
of March, 

(3) ‘Lhe Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kanau, reports that the total receipts from 
lekin on general articles in Kanau, during 
the 11th year of Kuang Hasii, were ‘I'ls, 
348,268, of which Tis. 346 859 have been 
expended by the provincial treasurer as 
acconnted for, leaving a balance of ‘Tis, 
1,409 to be passed on the account for the 
12th year, The above sum does not in- 
clude the lekin on salt, returns of which 
will be sent in separately, 

(4) ‘he greater portion of this day’s 
Guzette is accupied with a Memorial from 
the Governor-General of Shensi and Kan- 
su reporting the successful suppression of 
an attempted rising in the Chung-wei dis- 
trict, of which one Chao Shéa-haien was 
the leader, hia following numbering several 
huudreds of people. Nutice of the date of 
the rising having been conveyed to the 
mayistrate, he appeared on the scene with 
an armed force, supported later on by rein- 
forcemenuts sent by the governor-general, 
and an attack was made from three sides 
simultaneously upon the position taken up 
by the insurgents, After a fierce fight the 
latter were put to flight, and in the pursuit 
which ensued the leader was takeu and his 
head cut off, some twenty others being 
made prisoners. These were duly examined 
by the financial and judicial commissioners, 
and it appeared from the depositions of 
three of them, that Chao S:én-hsien, or 
Chuo the Ogre, as he styled himself, had 
persuaded them into the belief that he was 
gifted with supernatural powers and was 
in affinity with the spirit of a certain 
mountain, He told them that he could 
make fighting men and horses out of paper, 
and that he was possessed of a paper charm 
which, if eaten, would enable the partaker 
to do without food. He also gave them a 
so called proclamation, the recitation of 
which in the presence of any person would, 
he said, cause such person to juin his band. 
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Finding that this proclamation really did 
seem to be effectual, and induced by pro- 
mises of assistance from a large force that 
was in reserve, they agreed to rise in 
cevolt with the results that had now fol- 
lowed. These three prisoners were there- 
upon decapitated, and the remainder, who 
were to a certain extent the victims of 
compulsion, were imprisoned, chained for 
a given period to stones or iron bars, 
exposed in the cangue, or beaten, as the 
case might be, The Memorial concludes 
with an application for the bestowal of 
rewards upor the officers to whose active 
measures the prompt suppression of this 
rising was due.—Request granted in a 
D-cree dated January 3rd, 

January 12th,—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied by two Memorials on the 
Subject of the Yellow River. 

(1) The first isa joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General at Nanking, the 
Director-General of Grain Transport, and 
the Governor of Kiangau, submitting their 
views on the subject of diverting thirty 
per cent of the volume of the Yellow River 
into, its old bed, as proposed by Chang 
Yao, Governor of Shantung, and Yu Po- 
ch‘uan, one of the Superintendents of the 
Peking Granaries. After a careful and 
thorough investigation of the whole sub- 
ject, the Memorialisés have come to the 
conclusion that the project is impossible 
of adoption, an opinion which has subse- 
quently been endorsed by the Director- 
General of the Yellow River and the 
Governor of Honan in correspondence with 
the Memorialists, The following are, in 
brief, the reasons which have influenced 
the Memorialists in their unanimous deci- 
sion, The old bed of the Yellow River 
passing through the Kiang-peh region is 
over 900 di in length, and it is more than 
thirty years since the river deserted this 
bed for ite present course, Hence it is 
full of unevennesses and irregularities, 
being silted up in some places and depres- 
ged in others, while the bed has been 
placed under cultivation by numerous 
squatters, im addition to the lands which 
have been apportioned as allotments to the 
militery. da many places, again, all traces 
of the old bed have disappeared, and it is 
impossible 40 say where it actually did 
flow. Although a river does exist below 
Yang Chuang, it is but an insignificant 
and shallow stream which is dry in winter 
and spring, while from Yiin-t‘i Kuan to 
the sea the bed is formed of hard sand 
which will be hard to dig out. So much 
for the condition of the actual bed of the 
civer. As regards the embankments, theae 
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are 1,606,000 feet in length on the southern 
side, and 1,442,000 feet on the northers 
bank. They have not been repaired for 
over thirty years and are cvns quently in 
a very dilapidated condition, being cut, to 
boot, in some places by Prince Séukolinsin 
during the Nienfet rebellion. ‘l'here are, 
in addition, numerous subsidiary embank- 
ments which are all spoilt, In Chang 
Yao’s Memorial on the subject of the work. 
required to place the old bed in a condition 
to receive the water, he states that one 
man can heap up a fang (10 feet square by 
one foot high) ina day. But he forgets 
that when this earth is rammed down it 
will be reduced to much less than a fung. 
It will thus be seen that when several 
hundred li have to be dealt with, what 
with dredging and building of embank- 
ments, the labour and expense will be 
enormous, not to mention stone and millet 
stalks, etc., that will be wanted. Another 
consideration that presents itself is the fact 
that the Grand Canal and the land that 
adjoins it must not be lost sight of. ‘The 
waters of the Huai and Yellow Rivers con- 
centrate at Yung Chuang above ‘I's‘ing- 
kiang P'u. When the flood is high the 
waters of the Yellow River will pour into 
the Grand Canal and ruia it; and as soon 
as the Canal is blocked with ailt it will 
overflow and ruin the arable land in its 
vicinity, If, therefore, the old bed of the 
Yellow River is to be made use of, it will 
be necessary so tu form a reservoir of the 
waters in the Grand Canal as to enable it 
to hold its own against the Yellow River, 
which necessitates the resuscitation of the 
old sluices and other works that were used 
for this purpose. The Memorialists, there- 
fore, while unable to prophecy whether 
the project will be a success or not, feel it 
their duty to point out that the experiment 
will e tail a large expenditure of money. 
The agricultural population along the old 
bed of the river are poor in the extreme, 
and though they cannot complain of being 
ousted from land which has been illegally 
occupied by them, they are honest folk ag 
compared with salt smugglers, robbers, 
ete., and it is surely no part of the Impe- 
rial policy to reduce them to a condition 
of absolute penury and poverty, as they 
would be reduced if they were evicted. 

Yu Po-ch‘uan, in his Memorial on the 
subject, refers tu the universal satisfaction 
with which the project is regarded by the 
population of the Kianguan region, This 
no doubt is the case, for the people see 
that the works would create a demand for 
labour by which they would be the iuimee 
diate gainers, forgetting that wheu the 
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work was over they would not only be 
unemployed, hut would not have their 
previous avocations to return to. They 
are further mistaken in supposing that they 
are going to reap such a rich harvest from 
extortion as was possible in earlier times. 
Finally, under present conditions, there is 
often insufficient water in the Yellow River 
to enable the grain fleet to pass into the 
Grand Canal. If thirty per cent. of the 
volume of water is tu be diverted, the dif- 
ficulties of entrance will obviously be in- 
creased, ; 

The above considerations have conduced 
to the conclusions, unsophisticated as they 
no doubt are, arrived at by the Memo- 
rialists, and it only remains for them to 
submit these conclusions, right or wrong, 
for His Majesty’s decision. 

(2) The second paper is a Memorial from 
Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, com- 
hating the conclusions come to by the 
above high officers as set forth in various 
letters to himself. The objections raised 
by bis colleagues, seven in number, are as 
follows :— 

1st.—The difficulty of evicting the pre- 
reut occupants of the old bed of the Yellow 
River, 

2ud.—The insignificance of the stream 
below Yiin-t‘i Kuan and the hard sand at 
the mouth of the old Yellow River, which 
it will be very difficult to dig out, 

38rd.—The dilapidated condition of the 
old embankments and the cost of their 
reconstruction. 

4th.—The accumulations of silt at the 
point at which the old Yellow River di- 
verges from the present channel in Honan, 
necessitating 

5th.—The construction of stone weirs 
on a sand foundation, 

6th.—The difficulty of being certain that 
exactly thirty per cent. of the volume of 
the present Yellow River will be diverted 
into the old channel, 

Tth.—The necessity of resuscitating all 
the old sluices and dams of the Grand 
Canal if the old Yellow River bed is to be 
used. 

To objection number one the memorial- 
ist replies that there are only about 1,230 
families to be evicted along the old river 
bed,. while in Shantung 160,000 families 
are flooded out year after year, and at the 
present moment there are over 30,000 
homes under water. 

(2) The obstructions at the mouth of the 
old Yellow River are by no means so for- 
midable as those at its present mouth, 

- (3) The old embankments are much 
larger than the present ones in Shantung. 
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The former are half as high again and 30 
to 40 feet wider than the Shantung em- 
bankments, while the repairs will not pre- 
sent much difficulty. 

(4) The obstructions referred. to, at the 
point where the old bed leaves the present 
one, only spread over ten li and are only 
some 20 to 30 feet high. 

(5) The difficulties of building sluices ou 
asaudy bottom can be overcome by driving 
piles. 

(6) The amount of water to be passed 
into the old bed can‘be regulated by 
meaus of sluices, 

(7) Of course the old sluices and dams 
of the Grand Canal will have to be resus- 
citated, 

In conclusion he points our that, judging 
from the manner in which the Yellow 
River is silting up in Shantung, it is bound 
either to find a way for itself into Chili 
or to force itself into the old bed of its own 
accord, with disastrous effects in both cases, 
the measure of which it is impossible to 
dilate upon, He humbly ventures to think 
that when servants of the government are 
considering matters of state policy, it ia 
their duty to look ahead into the future, 
and not to be intimidated by considerations 
of toil in the immediate present, and it is 
his duty to lay his opinions before His 
Majesty, ignorant as they may be. The 
real difficulty lies in the want of money ; 
but if the high authorities of Kiangsu, 
Honan, and Shantung will form economi- 
cal estimates of the work that each will have 
to carry out in his respective jurisdiction, 
and distribute this work over a series, of 
years, the object in view will, it is hoped 
be duly furthered. The Memorialist would 
would add that he has written to the high 
authorities in question, begging them care- 
fully to consider the matter once more 
and to submit a further report to His 
Majesty.—For Decree referring these memo- 
rialists to a special cuuncil, see Guzette of 
December 31st. 

January 13th and 14th.—During the 
period for which the seals are ‘ closed,” 
before and after the Chinese New Year, 
the Gazette appears only every other day. 

(1) lt is announced that His Majesty 
will perform in person the Spring Sacri- 
fices at the Imperial Ancestral ‘'emple, and 
will himself offer the customary prayers for 
a good harvest, which ceremonies take place 
on the 3let of January and the 5th of 
February. ; 

(2) Pao-ch‘ang and Féng-lieh are appoint- 
ed Sub-Chancellors of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, : . 
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(8) Li-Yung-ch‘ing, formerly Acting 
Governor of Kueichow and now Acting 
Financial Commissioner of Shensi, has 
been adjudged by the Board of Civil Office 
to be liable to the penalty of deprivation 
of two steps of rank and removal to another 
post, for the impropriety of which he was 
guilty in sending his wife’s remains to his 
native place under government wsrrant ; 
but as a special act of yrace this penalty 
has been reduced to deprivatiou of all rank 
with retention at his post. 

(4) A Decree ordering the Board of Civil 
Office to determine a severe form of penalty 
for the Censor Ho Vh‘ung-kuang.—This 
officer had the temerity to bring to His 
Majesty’s notice what he characterised as 
an act of tyrannical oppression on the part 
of certain overbearng gentry in the district 
of Shun-té in the province of Kuangtung, 
whom he accused of erecting embankments 
aud obstructing the water-w«y for their 
own private ends. It appears from the 
report of the Governor-General, to whom 
the question was referred, that the real 
offenders in this matter are the censor’s 
own father, brother, and cousins, and 
that the censor has endeavoured most 
improperly to make use of his ofticial 
privileges to further his private interests. 

(5) At the instance of Mu-t‘u-shan, 
Military High Commissioner in Manchuria, 
permission is granted for the erection of a 
Memorial temple to the late Chin-shun, 
formerly Governor of Ili, in recognition of 
the military services of that officer in the 
provinces of Chihli, Shantung, Hupeh, and 
Anhui during the rebellion, and later in 
the campaign against the Mahommedan 
rebels in the north-west. 

(6) The only other document of interest 
in this Gazette isa joint Memorial from the 
Director-General of the Yellow River and 
the Governor of Honan, reporting strongly 
against the project of the Governor of 
Shantung for diverting a portion of the 
waters of the Yellow River into the old bed. 
Their objections, which are four in pum- 
ber, were combated aud replied to in the 
memorial from the Governor of Shanturg, 
a summary of which appears in the abstract 
of the Gaz tie of January the I2:h. The 
conclusions the Memorialists have come to, 
after careful survey of the upper section of 
the old bed of the Yellow River by their 
respective agents and personal inspection 
of certain portions of it, are as follows ;— 
There is no certainty that it will be possi- 
ble to regulate the volume of water which 
is to be diverted into the old bed, and im- 
mense mischief might be caused if the wa- 
ters got beyond control, Further, they 


Google 











do not believe that it will be possible to 
make a sound foundation for the sluices 
which it will be necessary to construct at 
the point where the water is to be turned 
into the old bed. ‘There are, besides, 
such irregularities in the level of the old 
channel in its upper section, with which 
alone the Memorialists have to deal, that 
the digging of it out would be a matter 
of great cost and labour. ‘These opinions, 
which are repeated through the Memorial 
in various forms, were, they say, com- 
municated by them to Chang Yao some 
months ago, but he has not as yet replied 
to the Memorialists’ letter, Being now in 
receipt of His Majesty’s commands to take 
the subject into their careful consideration, 
and their views being in perfect accord, 
they beg to submit the foregoing statement 
without waiting for the reply of Chang 
Yao, in order to avoid any further delay. 

January, 15th and 16:h,—(1) Té-shou is 
appointed Salt Commissioner of Chékiang, 
and Liang Yao-sh‘u Literary Chancellor of 
Shantung. 

(3) A long Memorial from Yén Mao, Sub- 
Director of the Imperial Stud Court, on 
the subject of the Yellow River. Hecom- 
mences with a historical retrospect of the 
changes that have taken place in the chan- 
nel of the Yellow River, which has repea- 
tedly altered its course ever since the days 
of the Han dynasty. Putting aside for the 
moment the havec wrought by the river in 
the days of the Han, T‘ang, Sung and 
Yuan dynasties, he confines himself to the 
more recent days of the Ming. I[n that 
dynasty, when the capital was known as 
Yu Tu, or earlier as Yén Ch‘éng, the city 
was supplied with grain from the south- 
east, all of which had to pass through the 
place then known as Po (7 ‘Lung-ch‘ang Fu) 
in Shantung. Hence it was impossible to 
allow the river to flow northwards, as the 
canal would have been destroyed aud the 
grain supply would have been out off. 
Wheuever, therefure, breaches occurred to 
the northward the waters were invariably 
led scuthwards, After describing certain 
extensive works, undertaken at an enor- 
mous cost in the eud of the fifteenth cen-~ 
tury with a view to forcing the river south- 
wards, he states that the same policy has 
been folluwed by the present dynasty. 
Although constant breaches have occurred 
during the two centuries and more that 
their dynasty has occupied the Throne, the 
state of things has never been worse than it 
is at present. From the time that the 
breach occurred at the place known as 
Tung-wa Haiany, the Yellow River took 
a north-easterly course, entering Shantung 
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by way of the Ch‘ang-yiian and Tungming 
Districts, thence flowing by Ho-tsé to Li- 
chin, and carrying with it the waters of the 
Wén, Chi, Hung, and Lai Rivers into the 
sea, How was it that no such disasters ag 
at present happen occurred some score or 
so of years ago? Because the bed of the 
Ta-ch‘ing R ver was then deep enough to 
contain the water. Of late the bottom has 
been silting up and the bed of the stream 
is now higher than the surrounding coun- 
try. ‘Though embankments are made from 
day to day to prevent the accidents which 
yearly occur, they can never be as sub- 
stantial as the old embankment of the 
Yellow River, while the Grand Canal is 
liable to constant penetration from the 
overflows which occur. Iuterruption of 
the canal means interruption of the 
grain transport by the inland route, 
and interruption of the inland route 
prevents the abandonment of the sea 
route, which gives an enemy an op- 
portunity for exercising pressure upon the 
country. Herein lies one source of mis- 
chief. Another lies in the danger that is 
caused by the floods wnich drive the re- 
sident population from their homes, many 
of whom join the disaffected in acts of 
rebellion. Rebellion necessitates the ad- 
option of military measures, and if, while 
disorder is spreading within, insults are 
offered from without, how can attention be 
paid to both at once? The third danger 
to be apprehended is the fluoding of Chihli, 
as the country to the north of the river is 
lower than that to the south. These con- 
siderations, and the daily increasing havoc 
that the river works, point to the necessity 
of immediately adopting some other expe- 


dient ; and instead of uselessly throwing - 


money into the water why not Memo- 


rialist would urge, lead the river back’ | 


into its old channel? It may be ob- 
jected by some that the channels 
which the river has formed through the 
breaches in the embankments are deeper 
than the river itself. This is doubtless 
true; but the remedy lies in making the 
old bed deeper than these new channels, 
and the water will then naturally flow into 
it. Others may object that the breach at 
T‘ung-wa Heian, being some ten Ji in 
width, is too broad to close. To this it 
may be replied that where natural resources 
are insufficient they must be supplemented 
by human means, and a very old saying 
teaches us that ‘* when man decides he can 
overcome nature.” If everyone is to shel- 
ter himself behind the plea of ‘‘ provi- 
dence,” what is the good of the Court em- 
ploying all these high officers at all? 
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The difficulty can also be met by pro- 
viding a deeper channel to take off the 
water, when the breach in question will 
be reduced in water power and may then 
be closed if everyore will put their 
shoulders to the wheel. If this plan 
fail then the system adopted by Liu Ta- 
hsia, an officer of the Ming dynasty, might 
be had recourse to, viz: drawing off the 
water at a point higher up. The Memo- 
rialist is only a humble student and does 
not understand river works, so that he 
kuows he is guilty of presumption in in- 
truding his views, circumscribed as they 
are, upon Their Majesties ; but he would 
humbly pray that they may be communi- 
cated to the Board of Works to be included 
with the other proposals in their delibera- 
tions, 

(4) A Memorial from Yu Po-ch‘uan, 
Superintendent of the Peking Granaries, 
ou the same subject. He understands that 
Chang Yao, instead of carrying out his 
original intention of leading the Yellow 
River into its old bed, now purposes to 
lead it into the T‘u-hai River. This, the 
Memorialist is convinced, is a mistake, for 
it will not hold the waters of the Yellow 
River. He hopes that His Majesty will 
insist on the adoption of the earlier project. 

January 17th and 18:h.—(1) A Memo- 
rial from the Chancellors of the Han-lin 
Yiian, reporting on the charges brought 
against one Lin-jén, a compiler of that 
institution, by a censor. Iu a Decree 
of the 6th inst. this Memorial is sum- 
marised, and the compiler is acquitted of 
the charge of depravity of conduct brought 
against him, but is ordered to be punished 
for returning to his native place without 


‘leave. 


(2) Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of For- 
Mousa, denounces a certain general and 
others for not maintaining their regiments 
up to the full complement, Hearing that 
the three regiments under General Liu 
T‘ai-ho stationed in central Formosa were 
not up to their full complement he sent 
an officer last summer to make secret en- 
quiries and to inspect the men, company by 
company. Subsequent to this, in the 
month of October last, this force was 
attacked by the aborigines, and he lost 
over a hnndred men in killed and wounded, 
and the Memorialist then found that the 
regiments were undoubtedly short in their 
numbers, and that the discipline maintained 
was very lax, He accordingly suspended 
General Liu T’ai-ho and Colonel T’ao T’ing- 
liang, his second in command, and he has 
now the honour to request that Liu ‘T’ai-ho 
and T’ao ‘T’iny-liang may be cashiered, in 
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order to check the increasing tendency to 
theft of military funds that has of late 
displayed itself. Avy further action to be 
taken against the general will depend on 
the result of the investigation now in 
progress, 

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the conclusion of the trial of a district 
police-master and jail-warden, at Ssa-shui 
Hasien in that province, who caused the 
death of a man by torturing him in an 
illegal manner, The individual in question, 
K‘ung Chi-ming by name, was a notorious 
bully, and had again and again been brought 
up before the authorities and punished for 
lawless and riotous proceedings. His last 
offence was au unprovoked assault upon 
the proprietor of a salt shop, from whom 
he had earlier attempted to extort money, 
but had been foiled in the attempt and had 
been beaten by the authorities, He went 
back to the salt shop and butted his 
head against the proprietor, declaring 
that he would have the former’s life 
if he had to pay the forfeit of his 
own, Tu so doing, he ran his head against 
a piece of timber, injuring his face and 
elbow. At this juncture the police master, 
whose name was Chu Yii-lin. happened to 
be passing, and had K‘ung Chi-ming 
arrested and taken to his yaméu, where 
K‘ung was so turbulent and argumentative 
that he ordered him to receive sixty blows, 
and as he became very abusive after his 
beating he ordered him eighty more, in- 
flicting injuries on his buttocks and legs 
and bruising his left thigh. He further 
ordered the underlings to kneel K‘ung on 
chains and force his knees down by preas- 
ing a stick across his calves. He was 
kept in this position for a considerable 
portion of the night until he confessed 
to his guilt, which he had hitherto denied, 
and he was then sent to the mayis- 
trate’s yamén in a helpless condition, the 
last process having crushed his kneecaps 
and the inner part of the knee, While he 
was iu jail the wind got at his bruises, 
which ulcerated and ultimately caused his 
death. 

The jail-warden has been sentenced to 
one hundred blows with the heavy tamboo 
and banishment to the military post roads. 
He has further been called upon to pay 
Tis. 10 to the family of the deceased for 
funoral expenses, 

January 19th and 20th.—(1) A Decree 
acknowledging the rece:pt of a report from 
the Board of Civil Office with regard to 
the penalty they find that the Censor Ho 
Ch‘ung-kuang has rendered himself liable 
to, for making false representations in his 
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father’s interest with regard to a dis- 
puted case of water right in Kuangtung. 
Ho Ch‘ung-kuang is sentenced to dismiseal 
from the public service, and if he is required 
to give evidence or as a party to the suit, 
the Governor-General at Canton is au- 
thorised to send for him in the usual 
manner, 

Huang Yii-t‘ang, a Compiler of the Han- 
lin Yiian, who is also implicated is to be 
fined nine months, pay. (See Gazette of 
January 13th.) 

(2) The Governors of the Metropo‘itan 
Prefecture solic't # further grant of 300 
piculs of rice for the ‘ warm refuge” known 
as the Txt Shan Tung situated in the 
western division of the Chinese city of 
P- king. They are informed by the Com- 
mittee in charge of this establishment, 
which has been subsidised by the Govern- 
ment since 1869, that over 1,20U people 
have been taken into the retuge since it 
was opened in the middle of October, the 
numbers relieved being about the same as 
last year, Two meals of congee are served 
out daily, and the 300 piculs which were 
granted at the opening of the season are 
nearly finished. ‘The application is granted 
by a decree earlier issued. 

(3) Au explanation by the Vice-Governor 
of Peking of the reasons which led to hia 
arrival somewhat behind time at the Temple 
of Agriculture upon the occasion of taking 
delivery of the sacrificial grain grown there 
and conveying it to the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship. See Gazette of January 4th. 

(4) The Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow recommends an officer to the 
acting vacancy caused by the death of 
Chéu Ting-chéu, Taotai of the Yi-hai Cir- 
cuit in Yiiunan, This post is one of im- 
portance, as its jurisdiction extends to 
the frontiers of Burma and Tongking, and 
it is requisite that the incumbent should 
be familiar with frontier questions. ‘This 
qualification is possessed by by a Taotai 
called T‘ang Chi-yin who was formerly 
degraded for misdemeanour but restored 
subsequently to his original rank, and 
placed at his dispusition by the memoria- 
lis’s own request. The Memorialist’s ex- 
perience of this officer’s qualifications as 
exhibited while attached to his staff when 
he was in Tongking, has satisfied him of 
T‘ang Chi-yin’s fitness for the acting 
appointment, 

January 2ist and 22ud.—(1) A decree 
from the Emperor absolving the following 
high officers from the obligation of attend- 
ing at Court with officers for presentation to 
His Majesty on the occasions upon which 
such presentations are made by the various 














Metropolitan Departments: Prince Tun, 
Ching shou, Yen Ching-ming, Chang Chih- 
wan and Pi ‘T'ao-yiian. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governors of 
the Metropolitan Prefecture requesting His 
Majesty, in compliance with the prayer of 
a number of officials and others in Peking, 
to sanction the compilation by the State 
Historiographer’s Oftice of the biography of 
the late Chou Chia-mei, formerly Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture. In sub- 
mitting this application, the Memorialists 
give a sketch of the career of the officer in 
question, He was a native of Kiangeu, and 
took the Metropolitan degree in 1859, pas- 
siny, as usual, into the Han-lin Yiian, from 
which department he was promoted to the 
Directorship of a Minor Metropolitun Board, 
performing the duties of that office with zeal, 
courage and public spirit, as is well known 
to His Majesty. In 1879 he was appointed 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture, 
being re-appointed in 1882 after vacating 
the post upon the death of his mother, 
During his tenure of office he gave special 
attention to the repression of crime, the 
repair of public buildings, the foundation 
and support of free schools, orphanages, 
refuges for the poor, etc., and interested 
himself in every good and charitable 
work, His name, however, will be specially 
remembered for the activity he displayed 
in improving the water system in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, and for his 
charitable efforts during the disastrous 
floods of 1883, by which efforts millions of 
sufferers were relieved and prevented from 
becoming homeless wanderers. 

‘The request is granted by a Decree ear- 
lier issued. 

(3) ‘Lhe Censor Jui-lin calls His Majesty’s 
attention to the increasing prevalence of 
crimes of violence in Pekiny, and suggests 
the advisability of organising a special 
police force to consist of trained irregular 
troops. While admitting the excellence 
of the arrangement under which the police 
administration of Peking is vested in the 
Office of Gendarmerie, he would submit 
that the work is too heavy and compli- 
cated for one department to attend to 
thoroughly, To illustrate his assertion by 
@ recent instance he may meution that the 
thieves and burglars of Peking carried 
their audacity so far the other day as 
to rob the police patrol itself while 
they were going the rounds, throwing the 
men down and robbing them of their 
sheepskin coats, The supplementary police 
force which he suggests should be estab- 
lished might consist of 340 men, to be 
divided inte eight beats corresponding 
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with the divisions al present policed by the 
Banner corps, 

The above proposition was rejected by a 
Decree published in the Gazette of January 
10th, : 

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports, 
in accordance with usage, that during the 
autumn quarter of the present year, three 
summary executions of criminals guilty of 
robbery with violence took place in his 
province, 

January 23rd to 26th.—The Court Cir- 
cular of the 22ud of January announces 
that the movements of His Majesty upon 
New Year’s day will be as follows :—At 
2.30 a.m. His Majesty will visit the Féng 
Hsien Tien, or the Imperial Ancestral 
Hall; at 4 a.m. he will proceed to the 
T‘ang Tzu, or Hall in which the Tablets 
of the Imperial Ancestry are placed ; at 
7 45 a.m, he will visit the Tz‘u Ning Kung, 
or apartments of the Empress Dowager ; 
at 8.45 a.m a visit will be paid to the Ta 
Kao ‘Tien or Imperial Taoist Temple, and 
thence to the Shou Huang Tien, or Impe- 
rial Portrait Hall; and at noon precisely 
a banquet will be served. 

The Imperial Board of Astronomy re- 
ports that the wind upon the first day of 
the New Year rose from the north-east, 
presaging longevity and abundant har- 
vests. 

The Court Cireular further announces 
that His Majesty will pay a visit of cere- 
mony to the Shou Huang ‘Tien at 2.30 a.m, 
on the 25th of January. 

The only document of interest in this 
issue of the Gazette is a memorial from the 
Governor-General and Governor at Canton 
reporting the trial and execution of eight 
persons concerned ina rising in the autumn 
of 1883 in the District of K‘ai-chien on 
the borders of Kuang-tung and Kuang-si 
which was frustrated by the prompt action 
of the local authorities who dispersed the 
rebels that had collected, and destroyed 
their collection of huts, three of them be- 
ing killed in the fight that took place and 
various captures beiny made in the course 
of and subsequently to the engagement, 
The story of the rising, as told by one of 
the prisoners called Ch‘én Wu-hui, was as 
follows: He was a native of Kuang-ning 
Hsien in Kuang-tung, being a fortune~ 
teller, vaccinator, and necromancer by 
trade, travelling about in Kuang-tung and 
Kuang-si in the exercise of his calling, In 
the month of August, 1885, he fell in with 
one Mo Chin-ch‘ing at K‘ai-chien Hsien, 
who was a maker of spurious silver, an. as- 
sistant of the latter called Su Ping-kuang, 
and a disbanded ‘ brave,” called Chil 
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Féng-t‘ao. He there entered into a cove- 
nant with these men to engage in acts of 
pillage, and in accordance with arrange- 
ments made they met at a place called 
Tai-wei Shan on the 9th of Septem- 
ber, 1885. They there built themselves 
some mat huts, and as the féng shai 
of Mo Chin-ch‘ing’s ancestral graves was 
especially good, and he undertook to sup- 
ply provisions to the band, they elected 
his son Mo A-wén as their prince, provi- 
ding themselves with a yellow flag on 
which were inscribed the words ta hsien 
kuo, or ** kingdom of high excellence,” as 
also a wooden seal anda manifesto, which 
it was intended to publish. A staff of 
officers was then elected, from ‘“ comman- 
der-in-chief down to standard bearers 
and clerks.” The force, inclusive of certain 
villagers who had been pressed into the 
ranks, was upwards of a hundred men, pro- 
mises of assistance having been secured 
from several hundred more when the time 
for action arrived. ‘The campaign was to 
commence with an attack upon Haai-chi 
Hsien, and, after this town had been loot- 
ed, Ho Haien was to be taken, followed 
by a march upon K‘ai-chien Hsien in 
Kuang-tung. The plan was frustrated, 
however, by the appearance of the Impe- 
rial troops upon the scene on the 9h of 
September, 1885, just as the members 
were assembling for the commencement of 
operations, The eight criminals from whom 
the foregoing story was elicited were de- 
capitated and their heads exposed, orders 
being given for the arrest of other ringlea- 
ders who are still at large. In conclusion, 
the Memorialists express their apprecia- 
tion of the activity and promptitude dis- 
played by the mauistrates of the Lin-féng 
and K‘ai-chien Districts in suppressing 
this movement while in embryo, Rewards 
of a minor kind have been bestowed upon 
the subordinate officers engaged in the ex- 
pedition, 

January 27th and 28th —(L) A Decree 
directing the Imperial College of Inscrip- 
tions to prepare tablets for six temples in 
Szechuen, the presiding deities of which 
have manifested their divine interposition 
in a marked manner in answer to prayers 
for deliverance from drought, flood, and 
pestilence. The Board of Veremonies are 
directed to consider the propriety of in- 
vesting the deities of four of these temples 
with a special honorary title, as requested 
by the Governor-General of the Province. 
In a second Decree a similar tablet is or- 
dered to be prepared for suspension in a 
temple to a canonised worthy in the Hsi- 


eh‘ung District of Szechuen, whose in- | 
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fluence has been most efficacious when 
prayed to by the officials and gentry to pro- 
cure rain in seasons of drought. The 
Board of Ceremonies are likewise to con- 
sider the propriety in this case of bestowing 
anv honorary title upon the saint. 

(Z) His Majesty announces his intention 
of accompanying Her Majesyy the Empress 
or a pilgrimage to the Western Mausolea 
on the 7th of the 3rd moon (March 30th), 
On the 3rd of April sacrifice will be offered 
at the mausoleum of ‘ao, Kuang and the 
attendant ceremonies performed, after 
which the Imperial party will return to the 
palace, which will be reached on the 8th of 
April. The various Yamé+s concerned 
are called upon reverently to make pre- 
parations accordingly, 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Hunan, reporting the trial of an individual 
who, under the impression that he was the 
victim of a wrong, travelled to Peking and 
appexled to the Emperor last spring during 
his journey to the Imperial Mausolea,— 
The man, whose name was Wang ‘l'a-Kuei, 
was handed over, as is customary, tw the 
Board of Punishments for rigorous inter- 
rogation, and he then stated that he came 
from Shih-méu Hsien in Hunan, and had 
been induced in his extremity to come to 
Peking and appeal to the Kmperor for 
redress against one Chang CGhing-ch‘uan, 
who had seduced his wife and stolen her 
from him. The man was duly sentenced 
to receive a hundred blows and to be ban- 
ished to a near frontier, which is the penalty 
for appealing to the Emperor while on a 
journey ; and the Board wrote to say his 
petition would not have been dealt with 
under ordinary circumstances, but, as he 
had brought charges of bribery and corrup- 
tion against certain official underlings, aud 
nothing but a searching enquiry would 
satisfy the man’s mind, he was sent, with 
his petition, to the Memorialist with a re- 
quest that he would go thoroughly into the 
case. If the man’s story proved to be true, 
sentence was to be carried out as passed by 
the Board. If other facts transpired, he 
was tu be sentenced to a still more severe 
punishment, A trial of the case was duly 
held befere the provincial judge, and, an 
award having been given, it was sent on to 
the Memorialist for verification, The 
following are the facts as elicited after 
thorough examination of the parties ; 
Wang ‘Ta-kuei, who iive at Shih-mén Haien, 
took to wife sume years ago a girl called 
Liu Chuan-ku, who bore him sons and 
daughters. Lu Chuan-ku was not a good- 
tempered person, and was for ever turning 
ou her hus!and for the merest trie. Que 
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of these frequent conjugal quarrels occur- 
red in the month of September, 1883, aud 
Liu Chnan-ku went off in a rage to her 
mothere’s house, from which she absolutely 
refused‘to return to her husband’s home, 
though he came many times to fetch her, 
A friend of his wife’s brother, called Chany 
Ch‘ing-ch‘uan, was constantly at the house 
of his mother-iu-law, and Wang ‘I'a-kuei 
get it into his head that there was an im- 
proper intimacy between his wife and her 
brother's friend. He taxed his mother- 
in law with this, but she denied the charge, 
and lodged a petition against Wany at the 
magistracy, charging him with cruelty to- 
wards her daughter. - ‘This was met by a 
counter plaint from Wang, who accusad 
his mother-in-law of aiding aud abet g 
his wife in adulterous intercourse with 
Chang Ch'ing-ch‘uan, The parties were 
duly suwmond before the mayistrate, who 
found that both charge and countercharge 
were untrue, and he ordered Wang's 
mother-in-law t» send her daughter back 
to her husband’s hom», which she was uot 
again to leave for her mother’s louse on 
frivolous pretexts. Bonds were given 
accepting this decision, and the case was 
closed accordingly ; but Liu Chuan-ku was 
so indignant with her husband for draz- 
ging her good name through the mire 
that she refused to live with him, and 
cut her hair off, roaring that she would 
become a nun, and would never go back 
to her husband’s house. Wany ‘I'a-kuei 
then become more jealously suspicious 
than ever, and made sure that this was a 
plan of Qhang Chfing-ch‘uan’s to get 
possession of his wife. He acceodingly 
determined to appeal at Peking, and as he 
thought his story would be unlikely to 
secure a hearing if he adhered to the 
simple facts, he embellished it with a 
number of fictitious statements about com- 
pulsion and bribery, introducing the names 
of certain persons against whom he owed 
a grudge for espousing the cvuse of his wife 
and his mother-in-law. ‘he penalty for 
making these false charges against Chang 
Ch‘ing-ch‘uan and hs wife would be that 
to which Chang would have rendered him- 
self liable if they were true, viz., banish- 
ment in the minor degree; but as the 
penalty awarded for appealing to His 
Majesty is heavier, this will be inflicted on 
Wang Ta-kuei, ‘he penalty to which Liu 
Chuan-ku’s wife, has been sentenced is 
100 blows, with the usual commutation, as 
she isa woman. This penalty is awarded 
under the law which lays down that any 
woman whe, against her hu:band’s wish, 
cuts her hair off with intent to become a 
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nun and rans faway from him with that 
object, shall receive 100 blows with the 
heavy bamboo. There being nothing 
ayainst Chang Ch‘ing-ch‘ua», he has been 
released.— Referred to the Board of Panish- 
ments, 

January 29th and 30th.—(1) A Decree 
acknowledging the receipt of a report from 
the Governor of Chékiavy who was directed 
to investigate certain charges against a 
Taotai Ma Sau-liang, in charge of the salt 
guild of Chékiang. ‘This officer was accused 
of being in league with certain Anhui 
merchants to increase the weight of the 
packages and so pass more salt than they 
paid duty for ; alse of helping them to sell 
salt beyond the area to which they were 
restricted, of forcing up prices, and of 
resistiny p yment of duties. He was furs 
ther charged with indulying in drinking 
orgies at which female singers were intros 
duced, of gambling, and of making money 
out of lawsuits, ‘These accusations have 
proved to be unfounded ; but the enquiries 
instituted have elicited the discovery that 
the ‘Taotai was in the habit of visiting 
merchants at their private houses, here- 
in showing an incapacity to appreciate 
the duty of keeping himself aloof from any 
action that might give rise tu unfavourable 
criticism. In accordance with the Gover- 
nor’s suygestion Ma Ssu-liang is committed 
to the board for the determination of a 
minor penalty. 

(2) A Decree ordering tablets to be pre- 
paced for three temples in Szechuen, the 
deities of which have manifested their 
divine interposition in answer to prayers 
for deliverance from drough!, famine, aud 
pestilence, 

(4) The whole of the remainder of this 
day’s issue is occupied with a Memorial 
from the Governor-General at Canton re- 
porting on the case of disputed water rights 
in the Shun-té District, which was brought 
to His M»j-sty’s notice by the Censor Ho 
Ch‘ung-kuanyg whose father was an inter- 
ested party in the dispute (see Gazette of 
January 13th and 19ch)* The Memorial, 
which is to be continued in the next issue, 
is much too complicated to admit of an 
intelligible summery, ‘The details, more- 
over, are uninteresting. 

January 38lst and February 1st.—The 
Oourt Circular of the 81st of January 
publishes a report from the Governer of 
the Metropolitan Prefecture, announcing 
a fall of snow in Peking to the depth of 
three inches and upwards, 

(1) A Memorial from the Board of Civil 
Ottice reporting the decision they have 
come to with regard to the penalty to 
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which the Censor Wei Nan-hsiang has 
rendered himself liable in consequence 
of the language employed by him in his 
Memorial denouncing the Governor of 
Peking for want of due reverence, as dis- 
played by his delay in presenting himself 
at the Temple of Agriculture to take deli- 
very of the sacrificial grain (see Guz:tte of 
4h January) The offence of which the 
Censor has been guilty is “yrave mis- 
demeanour committed in a personal capa- 
city,” the penalty for which is deprivation 
of three steps of rank with removal to an- 
other post. They accordingly request that 
Wei Nan-hsiang may receive the above 
punishment,—Sanctioned by Decree earlier 
issued. 

(2) I'he same board further report that 
the penalty to which Lin-f65, compiler of 
the Hanlin, has rendered himself liable for 
leaving his post without permission, is 
deprivation of two steps of rauk with re- 
moval to auuther post (see Gazette of 17th 
January). 

With tne exception of a Decree ordering 
the confiscation of the property of certain 
local officials in Kianysi, whose accounts 
show deticits which they lave failed to 
make youd after repeated pressure, those 
who are atill alive being imprisoned until 
payment is made, the remainder of this 
issue is cocupied with the continuation of 
the memorial from the Governor-General 
at Canton on the subject of the disputed 
wacer privileges in the Shun-té District of 
that province. 

February 2ud and 3rd.—The Court Cir- 
cular of February 3rd announces that His 
Majesty will take his seat in the T‘ai Ho 
Throne Hall at 6.30 a.m, on the 4th, and 
after inspecting the ‘ Prayer” and entering 
his name thereon will return to the Palace 
to conduct business and give audience to 
the Grand Council, At9 a.m. he will go 
to the Temple of Heaven by way of the 
Ci éng-yang gate, and enter the Hall of 
Fasting preparatory to prayiug for a fruitful 
harvest. 

(1) The Board of Civil Office submit the 
decision they have come to with regard to 
the penalties to which the Acting Governor 
of Kueichow has rendered himself Jiable 
for making unauthorised use of of a K‘an- 
ho, or government warrant, when sending 
the remains of his wife back t» their native 
place. The law lays down that when G- 
vernors-General or Governors have occasion 
to send Memorials to the Throne, or trans- 
mit messages, ete., of a public nature, they 
shall in every instance fill in a K‘an-ho or 
huo-p‘ai issued by the Board of War, but 
that the penalty for using these forms and 
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obtaining government porters or animals 
for private purposes, or issuing such war- 
rants to their official servants or members 
of their heusehold, shall be deprivation of 
two steps of rank with removal to another 
post (see Gazette of January 13th). 

(2) A «ub-memorial from the Governor- 
General of Yiiunan and Kueichow soliciting 
His Majesty’s sanction to the offering of 
spring and autumn sacrifices by the local 
authorities at a memorial temple to the 
victims of the Mohammedan rebellion in 
1857 at place called Mi-tu Ting in the 
jurisdiction of ‘Ta-li Fu. This town was 
captured by the rebels in 1857, and several 
tens of thousands of people—ofiicials, 
gentry, soldiers and people, with their 
women folk -were murdered, being all 
buried in a large pit outside the east gate 
of thetown. When order was restored, en- 
quiries were made, and a list of the names 
of the victims was drawn up and submitted 
to the Throne, with a prayer for permis- 
sion to erect av honorary portal to the 
victims, and to place them on the list of 
those to whom sacrifice was to be offered, 
Vhis prayer was granted by Imperial 
Decree in January, 1876, and a temple and 
portal have been promised by the gentry 
of the place, who request that the fact 
may be reported to the Throne, with a 
prayer for permission to be given for the 
offering of official libations thereat.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


February 4th and 5th.—(1) A Decree 
granting tablets to four temples in Shansi, 
the deities of which have been responsive 
to prayers for rain, 

(2-3) The Memorial from the Censor Ho 
Ch‘ung-kuang, surreptitiously pushing his 
father’s interests in the matter of a dis- 
pute about an embankment in the Shun-té 
District of Kuangtung, and the Memorial 
from the Board of Civil Office, submitting 
the penalty to which the censor has there- 
by rendered himself liable, (See Gazette 
ot January 13ch, 19:h, 29th, and 31st.) 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral Li Hung-chang submitting a list of 
subscriptions raised for him by various 
provincial high authorities in aid of the 
sufferers by flood in the Chibli province, 
The following is a lst of the high authori- 
ties named, with the amoun's personally 
subacribed by sume and the tutals cullected 
by each :— 


Per-onal Total 
contribution. collected, 
Governor-General, Nanking ..,. wore 35,000 
Pe Canton ...... 1,600 22,000 
a Szechuen .... maha 15,000 
” Hukuang .... 1,000 cone 
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Governor, Hupeh ........esse00 1,000 woe 
do, Chékiang ............ ieisis 12,000 
do. Kiangsu ...s.sseeeee 3,000 8,000 
do. Anhui .. 1,000 10,000 
do. Hunan .. oe oe 3,000 
do. Kiaugsi..........+ . 3,000 





Although the high affioses waned were 
unwilling that the Memorialist should bring 
their patriotic and sympathetic conduct to 
the notice of His Majesty, the Memorialist 
none the less feels that it would be inex- 
pedient that it should not be reported, and 
he must leave it to His Majesty to say 
whether these governors-general and gov- 
ernors can or cannot have liberal forms of 
distinction bestowed upon them.—By a 
Rescript appended to the Memorial the 
high authorities named are committed to 
the Board for the determination of a liberal 
form of reward. 

6th and 7th February. Prince Cl’un 
returns thanks for the bestowal on his son 
of an Imperial Dukedom of the fourth de- 
gree by special Decree from the Empress 
published in this issue of the Guzette 

The Court Circular of the 6th of February 
announces that His Majesty will repair at 
4 a.m, on the 7h (the 15th of the 80) 
to the T'a Kao Tien aud Shou Huang Tien 
to perform the usual ceremonies; at 7 a.m. 
he will go to the apartments of the Empress 
and make obeisance ; at 9 «.m. he will take 
his seat in the T‘ai Ho Throne Hall and 
receive congratulations ; and at !1aim. he 
will take his seat in the Poa Ho Throne 
Hall and preside ata banquet. A banquet 
will be given to the Ministers of the Court 
at noon to-morrow. 


(1) A Decree from Her Majesty the 
Empress.—The Board of Revenue have 
presented a memorial requesting that all 
the provinces along the river and on the 
sea-board may be required to convert into 
eash currency a certain portion, to be 
determined upon, of the subsidies they 
have to remit to Peking, and to send this 
cash to ‘Tientain, there to be stored in 
readiness for use. Their Memorial is ac- 
companied by a memorandum which is 
submitted for perusal. 

In the 6'h moon of last year, We directed 
I-luan, Prince Ch‘un, to take the question 
of the system of cash coinage into careful 
consideration, in conjunction with the 
members of the Grand Council and the 
Boards of Revenue and Works, with a view 
to its gradual restoration to the old basis. 
In due course they submitted a Memorial 
in which they requested that three years 
might be allowed in which to compass a 
steady restoration, and that the Governor- 
General and Governor respectively of 
Chihli and Kiangsu might first be called 
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upon to buy additional machinery and 
engage in the manufacture of standard 
cash, Further, that those provinces which 
were required by law to manufacture 
standard cash should one and all be called 
upon to commence operations with all 
promptitude. Action was thereupon ordered 
to be taken in compliance with the above 
requests, and these being matters the 
conduct of which was entrusted to those 
concerned under special Decree, was it not 
their duty to set to work with genuine 
energy in order to achieve successful 
results? The Board of Revenue is the 
focus to which the coinage system con- 
verges, and it was naturally their duty to 
take the lead in urging the various pro- 
vinces concerned to set to work conscien- 
tiously in considering plans of operation, 
And yet, after more than half-a-year has 
elapsed, they suddenly assert that the 
capital required for machinery and manu- 
facture will be too large, and that the 
opening of cash foundries in the metro- 
politan mint is likely to cause suspicion 
and uneasiness in the public market. They 
accordingly make the request that Hupeh 
and other provinces may be called upon to 
send with their subsidies a certain nmount 
of cash to ‘Tientsin to be in readiness for 
use. The said Board never consulted with 
Prince Ch‘un and the rest but gave 
reckless heed to the statements of provin- 
cial high authorities and, with them, tried 
to get rid of the obligations imposed upon 
them, tosuch shallow and perfunctory sub- 
terfuges did they resort t The earlier Me- 
morial dealt very explicitly with the ques- 
tion of the partial use of the fang shih, or 
metropolitan cash, in connection with the 
resumption of chih ch‘ien, or standard 
cash. How comes it that directly the 
furnaces for the casting of this cash are 
set going clamour will arise in the markets? 
Such expressions as these agyravate the 
impropriety of which the Board has been 
guilty. Considerations of state economy 
have occupied attention of late. The 
development of copper and iron mining, 
for instance, is putting the natural re- 
sources of the country to a practical use, 
and yet the Governors-General and Gover- 
nors concerned have on many occasions ac- 
quitted themselves ina perfunctory manner 
by disposing of the subject in a single 
Memorial to the Throne, in which they 
state that the ‘matter is attended with 
many difficulties.” Officials, metropolitan 
and provincial, are falling into chronic 
habits of dilatoriness and sloth, and do no4 
give their who!e minds to the consideration, 
or themselves to the honest execution, of 
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the best expedients for securing the 
greatest profit, measures that are called 
forth by the exigencies of the times. More 
than this ; they think that under a pretext 
of working tentatively they will prepare 
the way beforehand for getting quit of their 
responsibilities at a future date. Such con- 
firmed habits as these are deserving of the 
deepest detestation, In sum, the old 
system will positively have to be restored, 
and the cash coinage must promptly be 
re-organised. Ivjunctions in this sense 
have been repeatedly issued, and yet the 
heads of the department concerned are 
unable to identify themselves with the in- 
tention of the Court to eurich the State and 
benefit the people, and they make up pre- 
texts for putting off what they should do. 
In this they are guilty of grave dereliction 
of the duties entrusted to them, and We 
command that the chiefs of the Board of 
Revenue be committed to the board con- 
cerned for the determination of a severe 
form of penalty, Their Memorial will be 
thrown back to them with contempt, and 
they are again called upon to submit with 
all despatch fresh proposals for putting the 
furnaces in work and arranging for the 
casting of coinage. One year will be allow- 
ed fur giving full and consecutive effect 
to the measure, and no further delay will 
be permitted under pain of punishment— 
Tremble ! 

(2) A Decree announcing His Majesty’s 
intention, in conformity with the prece- 
dents set in the reigns of Hsien Féuy and 
Tao Kuang, to visit the Fé.g Hsien Tien, 
or Imperial Aucestral Hall, in person on 
the 24th of March, 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Governor-General 
of Yiinnan and Kueichow, reporting the 
suppression of a rising of aborigines in the 
Tung-ch‘uan prefecture of the former pro- 
vince in the month of November last. ‘The 
Prefect of Tung-ch‘uan, who took the lead 
in the operations, is given the title of 
Baturu, and rewards will duly be bestowed 
on the other officers—alive, wounded, and 
dead —who distinguished themselves in the 
action that was fought. 

February 8th aud 9h.—(1) The Governor 
of Shantung reports that Lu Juu-hsiang, 
Literary Chancellor of that province, has 
been obliged to go into mourning for his 
father, and requests that a successer may 
be ap:-ointed as soon as possible. 

(2) Vhe Governor-General at Nanking 
submits a list of officers upon whom he 
asks that rewards may be bestowed for 
their Jabours in counection with the 
construction of river works on either bank 
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of the Grand Canal in the prefecture of 
Yangchow. ‘These works, which have ex- 
tended over a period of nine years, and 
upon which several hundred ofhcers have 
been engaged from first to last, are now 
completed. Hubankments, sluices, etc., 
have been made at over a hundred places, 
and the durability of many of them has 
been put to severe tests in time of floods 
with eminently successful results.—By a 
Rescript appended to the Memorial, the 
list is to be sent to the Buard of Civil 
Office for consideration, 

(3) The Governor of the New Dominion 
requests premission to defer his triennial 
report on the capabilities of the officials 
uuder his control until they shall have 
completed a longer period of service. The 
present being the year upon which the 
usual triennial report should be sent in to 
tke Throne by the high authorities on the 
capabilities of the officers under their res- 
pective commands, instructions in this 
sense were duly received from the Board 
of Civil Office, but it has been represented 
to the Memorialist by his Financial Com- 
missioner that the New Dominion has been 
so recently constituted a regular province 
that none of the officials have yet served 
the requisite three years upon which to 
base av opinion of their merits or deficien- 
cies. His Majesty is accordingly request- 
ed to sanction the postponement of this 
report until the time for the next triennial 
scrutiny comes round.—Granted by Res- 
cript. 

February 10th and 11th.—The Court 
Circular of the LUth of February, announces 
that His Majesty, after business is finished 
and he has dined, will go to the Tzu Kuang 
Ko to witness an exhibition of fireworks, 

(1) A Decree sanctioning an application 
from Ts‘en Yii-ying, Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, for permission to 
erect Memorial temples to the late General 
Yang Yii-k‘o at the Tali Fu and the Chéu- 
nan frontier gate in Kuangsi, at which 
sacrifices are to be offered in the spring 
and autumn by the local officials. The first 
meutioned temple is to commemorate the 
services of the deceased officer in assisting the 
Governor-General in the recovery of many 
towns in Yiiunan from the hands of the 
rebels, aud the second to be a Memoral of 
his more recent prowess in Tongking. 

The Governor of Féog-t‘ien and his 
deputy report the trial of an individual 
who appealed personally to the Emperor 
on the occasion of His Majesty’s visit last 
spring to the Imperial Mausolea, This 
individual, whose name was Liu P‘éng- 
chao, was duly forward by the Bo.rd of 
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Punishments to Féng-t‘ien, and the true 
facts of the case, as elicited by the proper 
judicial functionaries and verified by the 
Memorialists are as follows :—Liu P‘éng- 
chao, a native of Shantung, came to a 
place called Yao Wan Kou in the Huai-té 
District twelve years ago in search of work, 
and settled down there. He there made 
the acquaintance of one Li and his wife, 
the niece of a man called P‘ang Féng- 
ming, all residing in the same village. ‘The 
intimacy with the Li family ripened, and on 
such good terms did Liu become with Li’s 
wife that in September, 1879, he sedu- 
ced her in the absence of her husdand, 
and subsequently prevailed on her to run 
away with him, ‘ney went to K‘ar-yiian 
Hsien, where they hired a house and 
passed themselves off as man and wife. 
After living together eight months, the 
woman pined so for her child, a boy, and 
cried so desperately to get him that Liu 
P‘éng-chao determined to go and fetch 
him. On his arrival at Liu Wan Kou he 
was met by the uncle of his paramour, 
who extracted from him a confession of 
his whereabouts and then told Li to go 
and fetch his wife back. Having done 
so, he got the assistauce of his son and 
other people in the village and seized and 
bound Liu P*éug-chao whom he said he 
would hale before the Magistrate. Liu 
P‘éng-chao thereupon become abusive, 
upon which P‘ang Féug-ming picked up a 
knife with which he gashed Liu about con- 
siderably, and finally ended by gouging out 
both his eyes, Liu P éng-chao, the Memo- 
rislist goes on to relate, ‘objecting to 
being gouged,” laid a complaiut «at the 
magistracy, but the case was compromised 
by some people in the village who prevailed 
upon P‘ang to offer in compensation a 
house and some land, and Liu to drop his 
action at law upon these terms, P‘ang 
subsequently repented him of the bargain, 
aud Liu then bronght his action, Linu, 
being loth to tell the story of his niece’s 
shame, suppressed the particulars at the 
trial, with the result that he was call«d 
upon to pay an indemnity to Liu of 
500 strings of cash. These damages were 
duly paid, and L'u when he had spent 
all the money, proceeded to bring a 
further complaint against P‘ang in the 
Tao-t‘ai’s yamén, and the case was, as 
usual, sent down to the magistrate, but the 
hearing, for certain reasons, having been 
delayed, Liu started off to Peking where 
he presented a petition to the Emperor 
falsely charging P‘ang Féng-ming with 
owing him money, abducting his, Liu's, 
wife, and stealing his mule. After pro- 
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ceeding to quote at considerable length 
the law bearing on the subject, the 
Memorialist re;orts that Liu P‘éug-chao 
has beeu sentenced to banishment to a 
remote frontier, a penalty which he will, 
however, be allowed to commute by a 
money payment in view of the fact that he 
is blind. He will further be called upon 
to refund the amount he was paid as 
damages, and will be sent back to his 
native place to be kept under strict police 
supervision. Ptang Féng-ming is held 
blameless by law for his assault on Liu, 
inasmuch as the woman was a near relation 
and the law holds a relative blameless, 
under such circumstances as the above, for 
inflicting injuries on the offending man 
‘Siu excess of breaking bones,” The wo- 
man will be duly brought up before the 
magistrate and separately dealt with,— 
Referred to the Board of Panishments, 


(3) The Governor-General Ts‘éu Yiir 
ying reports his intention of abolishing an 
institution in Yiinnan Fu known as the 
chy ts‘ai kwuan, or Hall for the Accumula- 
tion of Talent, founded by the late gover- 
nor of Yiinuan in imitation of a similar 
establishment organised by Hu _ Lin-yi, 
formerly Governor of Hupeh. The Hall 
for the accommodation of Talent has now 
been in existence for over a year, and has 
entailed a useless expenditure for which no 
practical results can be shown, The 
Memorialist has served in Yiiunan for over 
twenty years, and he has alway found that 
men of talent are quite ready to come for- 
ward when they hear they are wanted. He 
has derived much assistance from thia class 
of people, and he will not fail to be con- 
tinually on the look out for talented re- 
cluses and men of universal knowledge.— 
Rescript. We have taken cognisance, 


February 12th and 13th.—(1) A Decree 
directing the Governor-General Li Hung- 
ci ang to order the Financial Commissioner 
of Chihli to forward Tis. 12,000 without 
delay to the General of the ‘Tai-ning Chén 
Division, who is in immediate want of funds 
for the repair of roads, bridgs, and rest- 
houses, in anticipation of the [imperial visit 
to the Western Mausvlea at the end uf the 
third moon, : 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kueichow applying, in response to a uume- 
rously signed petition from the officials and 
gentry of that province, for permission to 
erect a Memori»l temple to Ting Pao-chén, 
late Governor-General of Szechuen, at Pfing- 
yiian Chou in the Ta-ting Prefecture, which 
1s his native place.—The request is granted 
by a Rescript appended to the Memorial. 
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(8) A sub-memorial from Yang Ch‘ang- 
ch‘un, Governor-General at Foochow, giving 
the general result of his observations as to 
the condition of the country in the districts 
through which he passed in his recent tour 
of military inspection, He found that the 
expedition urdertaken by General Wei Tx- 
eh‘un and the T'ao-t‘ai Liu Cho-yiin for 
the suppression of clan fighting had had a 
marked effect in the Hsing-hua Prefecture, 
where the pugnacious proclivities of the 
people had been specially developed. Clan 
feuds at P‘u-chiang, ‘Tvung-an, and Nan-an 
in the Cufiian-chou Prefecture, and at 
Shao-an in the Chang-chou Prefecture, had 
been settled by the local authorities ; and 
Liu Cho-yiin has been sent to deal with.the 
quarrels that are still being kept up. A 
long standing feud between two families 
named Chien and Liin Wu-p‘ing Hsien bas 
also been laid to rest, and no fights hve oc- 
curred there during the autumn and winter. 
In the three prefectures of Yen-p'ing, Chien- 
ning, and Shao-wu there have been men 
of mark generation after generation, and 
the general habits of the people are fairly 
docile aud orderly, with the result) that 
more petitions were received by the Memo- 
rialist in the course of his journey through 
the places lower down the rivee than iu 
those parts, most of all being presented in 
the Shao-wu Prefecture, The more im- 
portant complaints were mivuted by the 
Memorialist on the spot. and the more 
ordinary cases were referred to the prefect 
of the place to be dealt with. The Memo- 
rialist was met everywhere he went by the 
geutry and people, to whom he respectively 
addressed words of comfort and of thanks, 
making known to them the benevolent 
intentiona of the Court towards them, Pre- 
sents of wine and food were given to the 
elderly, or complimentary tablets and dona- 
tions of money were bestowed, with injune- 
tions to keep the younger generation in 
order and to turn from wrongdoing to 
the pursuit of good. The harvest has 
been everywhere fair, and prices have 
fallen to their proper level, while the people 
in the country that was fluoded, thanks to 
the Imperial charity, have remained quietly 
in their place, and are attending cheerfully 
to their respective avucations. The country 
is everywhere quiet, but at Ch‘un-an on 
the borders of Kiangi, which is much fre- 
quented by tramps, disquieting rumours 
get abut, and troops have been sent to 
police the district. The rainfall has some- 
what abated since the winter set in, and 
the spring crops promise well. The Memo- 
rialist was away frum Foochow forty-eight 
dsys, returning on the let January, aud 
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covered over two thousand Ji in the course 
of his tour, He found that men of inte- 
grity and capacity were not wantingamongst 
his subordinates and colleagues that he saw 
in the course of his journeyings, and he 
did not come in contact with many money- 
grasping or disreputable ones, though there 
was a considerable proportion of incapable, 
effete, and perfunctory officers, This being 
the time of the triennial scrutiny, an 
opportunity will be afforded of advancing 
or deyrading them as may be severally 
advisable, ; 

February 14th,—Ni Wén-wei, formerly 
governor of Kuangtung, having recovered 
trom his illuess, paid his respects at Court 
and waa received in audience. 

(1) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
that a successful attack was made on the 
jail of the ‘Tung-yang District in that pro- 
vince, on the afternoon of the 1st of Decem- 
ber, by a gang of desperadoes who wounded 
and overpowered the turnkeys, broke open 
the deors of the various cells and carried 
off the prisoners, numbering ten in all. The 
military police were immediately called out 
and started in pursuit of the gang, who 
opened fire upon the soldiers and succeeded 
iv getting off, after recapturing one of the 
prisoners who had been seized by the chief 
turnkey, ‘This officer was wounded in the 
hexd and elsewhere, as were also others of 
of the party. Three of the runaway pri- 
soners wera subsequently caught, but seven 
still remain at large, as do also the per- 
petrators of this daring outrage. The 
magistrate was ab-ent from his post at the 
time, being engaged with the prefect in 
mxking preparations for an approeching 
examination, but the want of preparatory 
caution which resulted in the successful 
carrying out of this raid betokeus more 
than ordinary carelessness on the part of 
the responsible authorities, and the Memo- 
rialist has accordingly to request that the 
acting Magistrate uf the District and the 
jail warden may as a preliminary measure 
have their buttons removed, aud be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty, further punitive action being 
taken should no arrests be made within the 
limit of time assigned. 

Sanctioned by Decree earlier issued. 

(2) The Governor of Jeh-hoh submits 
returns of the number of summary execu- 
tions carried out in his jurisdiction during 
the 12th year of Kuang Hsii. Thirty-seven 
criminals in all were executed, all of whom 
were robbers or mounted banditti, and two 
more who died in prison had their heads 
cut off after death. 


February 15th.—(1) Tséng Chi-tsé (the 
Marquis Trény) is appointed Junior vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue with 
control of the ch‘ten-fu-t'ang, or Cuinage 
Department, Liao Shou-héng (Minister 
of the Tsungli Yamén) is appointed Senior 
vice-President of the Board of War, and 
Sun Chia-nai Junior vice-President of the 
same board. 

(2) A second Decree announces the ap- 
pointment of Ching-shan to the post of 
Junior vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Office, and Hei-ching to that of Junior 
vice-President of the Board of Revenue, 
with control of the Coinage Department, 

(3) A Decree from the Empress ordering 
the Financial Commissioner of Chihli to 
supply the Imperial Equipage Department 
before the 14th March with Tis. 20,000 as 
an instalment of the heavy arrears of rents 
on lands in Chihli due to that department, 
This order is issued at the instance of the 
Imperial Equipage Department, who re- 
present that they are urgently in need of 
funds in order to make due preparations 
for the approaching Imperial visit to the 
Western Mausolea. 

(4) A Decree from the Empress com- 
muting the penalty, to which the heads of 
the Board of Revenue have rendered them- 
selves liable, to deprivation of rank with 
retention of their posta. The officers on 
whom this punishment is inflicted are Yen 
Ching-ming, Fu-k‘un, Wéng T‘ung-ho, 
Sung-shén, Sun Yi-ching, Ching-shan, and 
Sun Chia-nai. 

(5) A Memorial from Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor-General at Canton, praying that 
as an act of kindness to merchants and 
others, His Majesty will remove the exist- 
ing prohibitions relating to iron. The 
Memorialist begs to report that he has 
received a representation from the Financial 
and Salt Commissioners of Kuangtung, in 
which they state that the export by sea 
of iron and articles made of irou has been 
forbidden throughout the country with 
the object of preventing the furnishing of 
supplies to pirates. But, they continue, 
now that the maritime restrictions have 
been removed, the general condition of 
affairs is very different from what it was 
formerly. Every year foreign steel and 
iron are imported from abroad to the 
amount of some tens of millions of catties ; 
guns, fice-arms, and other articles are 
bought by the million, and several millions 
of taels are spent in making payment for the 
same. ‘The altogether one-sided character 
of this trade is eminently unfair. Of late 
years great attention has been pxid to 
mining affairs throughout the country, and 
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the two chief staples are coal and iron, 
Canton iron is of unusual fineness and 
excellence, but the market for it is limited. 
Should anyone wish to convey it to the 
coast ports for sale, he is hampered first 
by the cost of land transport, and then by 
the illegality of shipment by sea. The 
result is that foreign iron penetrates every- 
where and all the profit falls to its share, 
Now that the Canton Board of Mines is 
stimulating the energies of the people in 
the direction of mining enterprise, the two 
commissioners conceive it their duty to 
pray that the Memorialist will represent to 
His Majesty the advisability of removing 
the prohibition against the export by sea of 
iron and articles made of iron, the said goods 
paying, as is required by law, duty and lekin 
at the port of shipment. ‘I'he Memorialist 
would observe that in Kuangtung and 
Kuangsi iron has long been produced in 
large quantities, but the consumption of 
it is restricted by its confinement to a nar- 
row area, Not only does foreign iron 
penetrate everywhere, causing a serious 
drain on the wealth of the country, but 
there is an illicit trade, which cannot be 
entirely prevented, in the surplus stocks 
of the local iron. Thus there is merely 
one more obstacle thrown in the way of 
the development of mining, and one more 
source of profit lost to the merchants and 
manufacturers. The Memorialist would 
humbly recall the fact that in the last 
month of the ninth year of His Majesty’s 
reign, when he held the post of Governor 
of Shansi, in conjunction with Li Hung- 
chang, Minister Superintendent of Trade 
for the Northern Ports, he requested His 
Majesty to saction the removal of the pro- 
hibition on the export of Shansi iron from 
Tientsin by sea, which request was approved 
by Decree, and accordingly Shansi iron 
has now for several years been exported 
from Tientsin by sea to the three Man- 
churian Provinces, The case of Kuang- 
tung and Kuangsi is similar to that of 
Shansi. Moreover, at the present moment 
steps are being taken to develop the mineral 
resources of Kuangtung, and it is in ‘the 
interest of private trade that the Commis- 
sioners request that the precedent may 
be followed «f removing the prohibition 
against exportation. Accordingly the Me- 
morialist would humbly pray that, in order 
to encourage mining enterprise and afford 
profit to persons in trade, His Majesty 
may be pleased to permit iron and articles 
of iron to be exported by sea for sale from 
Kuangtung and Kuangsi. The Memo- 
rialist is addessing the Boards of Revenue 
and Works on this subject. Li Ping-héng, 
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Governor of Kuangsi, joins in the Memo- 
rial.—RKescript: Let it be as requested. 
The board concerned will take note. 
 -Jeuttary 16th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary Yen and his colleagues 
return thanks for the favour of being 
cashiered but retained at their posts. The 
Marquis 'I'séug was received in audience. 

(1) A Decree ordering tablets 'o be pre- 
pared by the Imperial College of Inscrip- 
tions for three temples in ‘Tientsin, the 
deities of which are reported by the Gover- 
nor-General to have manifested their divine 
interposition in a marked manner in res- 
ponse to prayers for deliverance from flood, 
drought, and danger from the bursting of 
river embankments, 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Canton requesting permission 
to resume the procedure eariier sanc- 
tioned by which persons convicted of 
kiduapping men or women for sale to go 
abroad can be summarily put to death. 
—The above arrangement was sanctioned 
by Imperial Decree dated the 1st of De- 
cember, 1866, and was carried out with 
satisfactorily deterrent results until the 
year 1874, when the then Governor of the 
province sugvested that in view of the 
decrease of kidnapping cases, criminals of 
this class should be treated as other offen- 
ders guilty of capital crimes, that is, that 
the death sentence should be reported to 
the Throne before being carried out, Ying- 
han, a subsequent governor-general, also 
suggested this arrangement, which was 
endorsed by his successor Liu K'un-i in 
August, 1876, and duly approved by the 
Board of Punishments, with the proviso 
that if the crime increased, further repre- 
sentations should be made to the Throne 
aud more stringent powers solicited. 

It has been represented to the Memori- 
alist by the Provincial Judge, that while the 
Jaw remains the same the application of it 
becomes more complicated, and the local 
authorities contrive to bring cases of 
kidnappivg that come before them into the 
simpler category, by divesting them, when 
they can, of the character of kidnapping 
for eale abroad ; and will never convict of 
the latter offence without the personal 
evidence ef the person kidnapped that he 
was taken away against his will, forgetting 
that when the victim is once abroad there 
is no knowing when he can be recovered, 
As, therefore, the extreme penalty is prac- 
tically never imposed, the crime of kid- 
napping is getting more rife every day. 
The Canton province specially lends itself 
to the operations of kidnappers, inter- 
sected as the coast is with bays and 
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creeks, while Hongkong and Macao afford 
places to escape to where there are cruwds of 
steamers goiny to every part. The Memo- 
rialist, quoting from the representations of 
the Provincial Judge, draws a melancholy 
picture of the desolation and misery caused 
by the breaking up of the homes of those 
who are inveigled away, and points out that 
the effects of the crime are worse even than 
those caused by robbery and murder. His 
remarks are fully endorsed by the Memo- 
rialist, who requests sanction for the follow- 
ing arrangements; Any persons against 
whom there is positive proof of having 
kiduapped persons for sale and exportation 
abroad, or who cannot prove that persons 
sv induced to go abroad under false 
pretences went of their own free will, or 
who give a false place of destination, shall, 
if such persons are not recovered within 
three months, be forthwith put to death, 
—Request granted by Rescript. 

February 17th.—(1) Yii-lu is appointed 
Governor-General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vinces. 

(2) A Decree calling upon the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang to remit to the 
tressury of the custodians of the Imperial 
Mausolea, before the end of the lst moon 
the sum of Tis. 10,000, which is required 
to make preparations for the Imperial 
visit, 

(3) The same high officer is called upon 
to send ‘T'ls. 30,000 before the 4th of March 
to the Board of War, being Tls. 30,000 of the 
debt of Tis. 40,000 due to that department 
on land rents, This sum is urgently re- 
quired to m»ke preparations for the Impe- 
rial visit to the Mausolea, 

(4) The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow announces the abolition of 
a bureau, known as the Central Office for 
the carrying out of Mining Enterprise, 
which was established in Yiiunan under 
Imperial sanction in the summer of 1884, 
‘This office had for its object the encourage- 
ment of mining industry, but it has not 
proved to be a success, and the directors 
have accordingly requested that the insti- 
tution may be abolished as a separate 
department, and amalgamated with the 


establishment known as the WMABRA, 


or Mining Company.—Minuted with the 
Vermilion Pencil: Let the board concer- 
ned take cognisance. 

(5) The same officer presents a Sub- 
Memorial to the following effect. With 
reference to the raid made by the Mantzu 
rebels across the river (?the Chinsha 
Chiang), the movements of these people are 
very erratic, but guard stations have long 
been in existence in the lower waters of the 
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river, the troops stationed at which are 
capable of keeping the Mantzu in hand. 
The upper and middle waters, however, 
embracing more than three hundred miles 
of country, form the trading route between 
Szechuen and Ytinnan, and a tax station 
exists ata place called Méng-ku for the levy 
of lekin, Although the recent rising of 
Mantzu under Chang Hsio-i has been sup- 
pressed, the remnants of the band have 
fled across the the river, and it is possible 
that they may attempt another rising. A 
panic amongst the trading classes would 
lead to so large a decrease in the lekin re- 
ceipta, that the Memorialist has decided 
temporarily to detach three battalions of 
irregular troops, which he has directed the 
Prefect of Tung-ch‘uan to station along the 
upper and middle waters for the protection 
of traffic. A monthly ration allowance of 
Ts, 378 will be allowed to each battalion, 
and they will be withdrawn at the end of a 
few months, when things are safer and 
trade is flourishing.—Imperial minute in 
Vermilion: The board concerned will take 
cognisance, 

(6.)—The same officer reports that the 
acting Prefect of ‘Tungch‘usn, who is also 
director of the Mining Company, has re- 
}orted that he is unable, from conditions 
of weather and other causes, to forward 
the full complement of 500.000 catties of 
Yiinnan copper which he had been called 
upon to send this year to Peking, and 
could only undertake to make up his total 
for the year to 300,000 catties. The Memo- 
rialist has refused to accept this arrange- 
ment, but has allowed him one month 
more in which to get the full amount for- 
warded.—Imperial minute in Vermilion : 
Let the board concerned take cognisance. 

February 18th.—(1) Lien-én is appointed 
Deputy-Lieutenant-Governor at San-hsing 
in the province of Kirin, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of the report of the Board of Punishmenta 
with reference to the alleged appropriation 
by aclerk in the Board of Revenue called 
Shin En-t‘ao of a large percentage of a 
grant of money for repairs to the Yellow 
River. The board report that the clerk 
in question strenuously denied the allega- 
tions made against him, and the deposi- 
tions of the agent of the Governor of 
Shuntung, taken by the latter, do not 
establish the charge of fraud or extortion, 
Although no absolute proof of extortion 
in this oase can be produced against Shih 
En-t‘ao, the said clerk has none the less 
been the subject of numerous denuncia- 
tions from the Censorate Class, and the 
extravagauce and luxury of his establish- 
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ment are patent testimony to his undue 
assumption of control, and to the indiffer- 
ent nature of his reputation. This must 
be sternly corrected as a warning to others, 
and We accordingly direct, as suggested 
by the board, that Shih En-t‘ao be 
sentenced to receive a hundred blows, 
and be sent into banishment for three 
years. Sun Yi-ching, vice-president of 
the Board of Revenue, has been guilty 
of grave impropriety in allowing Shih En- 
t‘ao to pay over money when he had been 
dismissed and handed over to the police 
authorities with a view to the infliction of 
severe punishment, Sun Yi-ching will be 
committed to the board for the determina- 
Mit of apenalty. (See Gazette of January 
th ) 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor. 
General of Yiiunan and Kueichow report- 
ing the suppression of a formal rising of 
aborigines, headed by a Chinese, in the 
northern parrt of Yiinnan, The Tung- 
ch‘uan prefecture, in which the rising oc- 
curred, is occupied by many of the actors 
in the last great rebellion, and the germs 
of sedition exist there to a considerable 
extent. ‘he western portion of this pre- 
fecture adjoins the country of the abori- 
gines known as Nei-man-tzu, or black 
Man-tzu, in Szechuen, from which pro- 
vince it is separated only by the Chin-sha 
Chiang, which the aborigines are conti- 
nually crossing, to the great misfortune of 
the country on the other side. Iu the 
month of October last the Memorialiat 
heard that certain local members of the 
criminal class had entered into league with 
the Man-tzu to cross the river and inau- 
gurate a rising, so he despatched troops to 
the locality and warned the prefect to take 
strict precautions, In due course the pre- 
fect and colonel of the garrison reported 
that their spies had informed them on the 
28:h of October that Chang Hsio-i, a bad 
character of the locality, had persuaded 
more than a thousand Man-tzu to join him, 
that they had crossed the river, and, having 
pressed several thousand of the crimlual 
classes on the frontier to join them, had 
taken some six stockades, killing a military 
official and murdering several people, 
Troops were promptly brought up and 
theu supported by the train bands, The 
whole force, numbering over a thousand 
men, was led against the rebels by the 
pretect in person, precautions being at the 
same time taken to protect the lekin station 
at a plac-s called Méng-ku, and the magis- 
trate being placed in charge of the pre- 
fectnral city. Ou the 3let of October the 
Prefect arrived at the Méug-ku lekin atation 
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just in time to prevent au attack upon it 
by the rebels, whom, taking unawares, he 
attacked with vigour and put to the rout, 
retaking the stockades they had captured 
and making six of the ringleaders prisoners, 
besides capturing three guns and « number 
of flags and arms, The rebels then fled to 
a place called Kuo Ch‘iian Au, where they 
established themselves, The Prefect then 
drew up a proclamation offering pardon to 
those who would amend their ways and re- 
turn to their allegiance, and fastened it to 
an arrow which was shot into the rebels’ 
stronghold. He took measures also to secure 
the co-operation of traitors in the camp, and 
then attacked it from three sides on the 10th 
and llth of November. The rebels made a 
fierce resistance, but when their supply of 
water had been cut off they were forced to 
make sorties, and several hand to hand 
encounters took place resulting in the 
slaughter of more than a hundred of the 
rebeis and their finn] subjugation, Chang 
Haio-i, the head of the rising, is said to 
have been killed, but the tact requires 
verification. The Memorial concludes with 
a request for the bestowal of distinctions 
upon the Prefect of Tung-ch‘uan Fu, and 
and an application for permission to submit 
the names to His Majesty of other officers 
who distinguished themselves upon the 
occasion. (See Gazette of February 6th and 
I7th.) 

Jauuary 19th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that Prince Ch‘un was this day 
summoned to an audience of the Empress. 

(1) The following appointments are an- 
nounced :—Yang-i, sub-Director Grand 
Court of Revision ; Wéu-chih, Chief Super- 
visor of Instruction ; Féug-shau, Director 
Oourt of Sacrificial Worship. 

(2) A Decree directing the Superintend- 
ents of the Peking Granaries to issue 
12,000 piculs of rice and millet respectively 
to the Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture, to whom also the sum of Tls. 2,000 
is to be given for defraying the ex; ense 
connected with the sale of this grain at 
reduced rates to the suffering poor in the 
Chinese city of Peking. The above grant 
is made at the special request of the C -urt 
of Censors who represent that there is a 
large influx into the Capital of destitute 
people from the districts which were in- 
undated last summer. 

(3) The Governor of Ohékiang reports 
the result of an enquiry by the ‘Tactai at 
Nivgpo into a series of ch»rges brouzht 
against a general called Liu Yii-t‘ien, who 
commanded several regiments in Ningpo 
for many years. The only charge that has 
been brought home to the general is that 
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he let off one of his men with a beating 
whom he discovered to be a member of a 
secret society, and burnt his proofs of 
membership, instead of sending the offen- 
der, together with these provfs, to the 
proper authorities for trial, A further 
accusation against the general of having 
drawn pay which was not issued has been 
fuund to be incorrect, though the suspicion 
was justified by « clerical error in his 
accounts. The Memorialist thinks that 
the general has been sufficiently punished 
by the penalty of dismissal that he has 
already undergone.—Imperial minute is ap- 
pended directing that General Liu be never 
again employed in an official capacity, 

February 20th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Cauton reporting 
favourably upon a number of department 
and district magistrates to His Majesty, 
and praying that a Decree may be issued 
commending them for their good conduct, 
The Decree proceeds to name each of the 
officials of whom the Governor-General 
speaks well, and exhorts that high officer 
to see that they continue to be instant in 
well doing, and do not lapse from a dili- 
gent beginning into au idle ending. 

(2) A second Decree sentences a number 
of officers to degradation who have been 
reported unfavourably upon by the Gover- 
nor-General. 

(3) The only Memorial of interest in this 
day’s issue is an application from the 
Governor-General of Yiiunan and Kuei- 
chow for permission to erect memorial 
temples to tie late General Yang Yii-k‘o at 
Ta-li Fu and Chéu-nan Kuan, Yang Yii- 
ko, who was of humble origin, was born 
in Hunan, but afterwards removed his place 
of domicile to Li-chiang Fu in Yiiunan, 
His first military experience was gained in 
1866, when he joined the train band as a 
volunteer in the attack againat Ta-li Fa, 
which city had been taken by the Mahom- 
medau rebels. He then served under two 
commanders, but on this occasion he did 
not appear to have specially distinguished 
hims-lf. In 1864, when the memorialist 
was fighting against the rebels at. Ch'ii-ching 
Fu, he noticed particularly a ‘ brave,” who 
was very active avd a hard fighter, killing 
many rebels and making many prisoners. 
He asked who it was, and was told that 
the man’s name was Yang Yii-k‘o, He 
than gave him uniform and money and 
made him sergeant of his company, and 
subsequently placed him in command, 
thereby earning the gratitude of the man 
and stimulating him to such activity that 
there was not a single action in which he 
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did not participate. He had a thorough 
knowledge of the country, and had many a 
midnight talk with the Memorialist on 
military matters, a subject upon which he 
never tired. Unfortunately for himself he 
could not read, but at the M-morialist’s 
advice and with his aid took to study, and 
in three years’ time knew something about 
eomposition, after which the Memorialist 
imparted to him the principles of patrio- 
tism as expounded in the Ch'un Ch‘iu, the 
** Mirror of History,” and other works, 
He wasin the van of every fight, and in 
1869 he assisted the Memorialist in break- 
ing the cordon round Yiiunan Fu. The 
services of Yang Yii-k‘o in the three years’ 
siege of Ta-li Fu are then dwelt upon, 
followed by the history of its final recap- 
ture by the Memorialist, who, in conclu- 
gion, refers to his death in the recent 
Tongking campaign, while fighting outside 
the Chéu-nau Gate, (For Decree sanction- 
ing the erection of memorial temples at the 
places named see Gazette of February 
10th.) 

February 21st.—(1) Yen-mao is ap- 
pointed civil Vice-Governor of Féng-t‘ien 
Fu aud ex-officio Literary Governor of the 
Féng-t‘ien Province. 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang submits a 
return of the receipts of the Ché Hai, or 
Ningpo, Customs for the hundred and 
thirtieth period. By instructions from the 
Board of Revenue, returns of the receipts 
and expenditure of the native and foreign 
Customs at Ningpo have to be submitted 
at stated periods to the Throne, and, by 
later instructions from the same board, 
four-tenths of the native Customs receipts 
have to be amalgamated with four-tenths of 
the foreign Customs receipts and remitted 
to the Ministers Superintendent of Trade 
for the Northern and Southern Ports 
in aid of maritime defence expendi- 
ture. In accordance with the above in- 
structions the Memorialist has now the 
honour to submit returns of the receipts 
and expenditure of the native and foreign 
Customs at Ningpo durivg the hundred and 
thirtieth period, commencing with the 1st 
of April 1886 and ending with the 29th of 
June of the same year. 

(3) A joint Memorial from the Warden 
and Assistant Warden of the Marches at 
Uliasut-ai.i—The Memorialists have re- 
spectfully to represent that on the 17th of 
Jenuary last they received a despatch from 
the Buard of Ceremonies informing them 
that, on the personal assumption of gov- 
ernment by the Emperor upon the 15th 
day of the ist moon, all metropolitan and 
provincial authorities of standing would be 
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required to offer written congratulations 
to Her Maj-sty the Empress, and His 
Majesty the Emperor. ‘The letter was 
accompanied by four forms in Manchu 
and Chinese, which were to be copied and 
sent in with all despatch. The Memorialists 
would observe that the town of Uliasut‘ai 
is a military place, and it has not been the 
custom to submit ch‘ing ho piao wén, or 
congratulatory addresses drawn up in a 
special form, on such occasions as the birth- 
days of the Empress Dowager or Emperor, 
the personal assumption of government by 
the Emperor, or Imperial marriages, a con- 
gratuiatory memorial being sent instead, 
The Memorial congratulating His Majesty 
on the personal assumption of government 
was duly despatched on the 28th of Novem- 
ber last by the hand of a special officer, but 
having now received from the board 
forms of the congratulatory address which 
has to be sent in, it is naturally the duty 
of the Memorialists to send their con- 
gratulations in this shape. Unfortunate. 
ly, Uliasut‘ai is a remote town in Mon- 
golia, where it is impossible to buy the 
requisite kind of paper, etc., while there 
is no model at hand which can be followed 
in the drawing up of the address, Under 
these circumstances, the Memorialists have 
decided, after much deliberation, on writ- 
ing their address, in the form communi- 


cated to them by the board, upon yellow: 


memorial paper. They have followed the 
style adopted iu memorials to the Throne, 
and have placed the address in a memorial 
box, despatching it by government courier 
to the care of the Board of Ceremonies, to 
be by them consigned to the Grand Secre- 
tariat for reverent presentation to their 
Majesties.—Imperial minute: We have 
taken cognisance, 


February 22ud.—(1) A Memorial from 


the Board of Civil Office reporting the 
penalties to which the heads of the Board 
of Revenue have rendered themselves 
liable for their recent Memorial on the 
subject of cash coinage. 

A copy of the Decree from Her Majesty 
the Empress, of the 5th of February, hav- 
ing been duly communicated to the board 
by the Grand Secretariat, they proceeded 
to obtain from the Board of Revenue the 
names of the heads of that department 
whose case had to be considered. They 
have now to state that the law contains 
three provisions bearing on this case. 

1.—Officers having the privilege of ad- 
dressing the Throne whose Memorials shall 
deviate from the standard of decorum shall 
lose one step of ravk and be transferred tu 
wsnother post, the offence being relegated 
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vinces, to which two regiments of cavalry 
and eight battalions of infantry are as- 


to the category of those committed ina 
personal capacity. 

2.— Officers who are unequal to the duties 
of their office shall be cashiered, the offence 
being releyated tothe category of those 
committed in a private capacity. 

3.— When penalties to be inflicted upon 
ofticers of the public service have to be de- 
termined, if the case upon which decision 
has to be taken shall involve two distinct 
offences, adjudication shall be based upon 
the more serious of these two offences, 

In the present oxse the officers implicated 
have committed both the offences above 
specified, viz., want of decorum and inca- 
pacity for the duties of their office. They 
are accordiugly liable, under the second 
and graver count, to the penalty of dis- 
missal, and this is the penalty which the 
memodialists request may be inflicted upon 
the Grand Secretary, Yen Cuhing-ming, 
Controller of the Board of Ravenue; Fa- 
kun, Assistant Grand Secretary aud Presi- 
dent of the Board ; Wéng TSung-ho, Presi- 
dent;and Sang-shén, Sun Yi-ching, Ching- 
shan, and Suu Chia-nai, Vicce-Presideuts. 
(See Gazette of February 15th). 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that the Customs Taotai at Ningpo has 
remitted to him Tls. 50000, being the 
second half of the Tis. 100,000, which the 
Ningpo Customs was called upon to con- 
tribute during the year 1886, for the main- 
» tenance of the Manchu and Green Stand- 
ard troops of Chékiang, this sum being 
taken from the foreign Customs receipts, 

(3) The same officer reports that the 
population of Chékiang in the year 1886, 
as shown by the census returns sent by 
the department and district magistrates, 
was 11,691,255 men, women, and children, 

February 23rd.—The only document of 
interest in this day’s issue is a long Memo- 
rial from Mu-t‘u-shan, Military High Com- 
missioner in Manchuria, raporting the com- 
pletion of his arrangements for the organi- 
sation of a supplementary force of regular 
troops for the three Manchurian Provinces, 
and submitting estimates of the cost of its 
maintenance, The Memorisl is consider- 
ably involved by the introduction of re- 
ferences to earlier reports and correspon- 
dence, and the insertion of details with 
regard to the appointment of subordinate 
and other officers, as well as to the pay and 
allowances to various officers, combatant 
and civil, attached to the force, but the 
gist of the paper is as follows :—The force 
organised by the Memorialist, which con- 
sists partially of picked soldiers from the 
old force and partly of new recruits num- 
bers 4,500 men for each of the three Pro- 
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signed respectively. The total monthly 
cost of maintaining these troops is up- 
wards of Tila, 89,200, of which amount 
the Féng-t'ien Province pays Tls. 7,500 
odd, and Kirin, Tis. 9,600, leaving an 
annual charge to be provided for of Tle, 
865,100. The equipment of the Kirin and 
Hé-lung Chiang troops will be furnished 
from the Kirin arsenal, and that of the 
Féug-t‘ien troops from the Peking Field 
Force Department. ‘The sixty Krupp guns 
furnished by the Canton Government will 
be apportioned equally amongst the three 
Provinces, and will be duly horsed upon 
arrival, ‘The estimate for uniforms, sad- 
dles, tents, and commissariat utensils, is 
Tis, 90,000, and the total cost of the force 
per anuum, inclusive of miscellaneous 
items, will be something over a million 
taels, but nearly one-third lees than the 
original estimate of Tis. 1,500,000. ‘The 
Admiralty Board would appear, from the 
Memorial, to be the department to which 
the general control of this force is to be 
relegated, and to which reference has tu be 
made for the necessary funds. 

February 24th.—The Governor-General 
at Nanking reports the arrangements he 
has made for executing an order received 
from the Board of Works for 200,000 
catties of coir, in addition to 50,000 catties 
to the same material owing on a previous 
order, the whole of which had to be 
furnished within a year. ‘he coir will be 
obtained in Kiangsi and Hupeh at a 
uniform rate of Tls. 0.0L per catty, ex- 
clusive of freight and other charges, 

February 25th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a Memorial from 
the Governor of Féng-t‘ien to the effect 
that a General called Lei Chéng-wan, who 
had borrowed from the Féng-t‘ien treasury 
the sum of Tls, 12,700 for the purpose of 
constructing barracks at Newchwang, had 
now made up the amount and is prepared 
to refund it. As an act of special grace, 
and in consideration of the long and dili- 
gent service of General Lei Chéng-wan, he 
will be absolved from the repayment of 
the sum in question. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
the New Dominion reporting a case of 
homicide which has come before him for 
final adjudication. The facts are as fol- 
lows :—K‘olimu, a turbaned Mussulman, 
lived at Sha-p‘ing Chou, where he farmed 
land for a living. Four years ago he took 
to wife a woman called Jowapipi, and hired 
a house to live in from the village head- 
man, this house being shared with his 
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wife’s mother, whose name was Huntupipi. 
Jowapipi was a woman of violent temper 
and masculine behaviour, and was cons- 
tantly being taken to task by her husband 
and mother, with little effect. At last 
K‘olimu, finding that his landlord was 
making some unpleasant remarks about 
his wife, determined to leave the house, 
and accordingly built himself a house of 
two rooms not far off, into which he pre- 
pared tomove, They moved house on the 
18th of June, and the trio started for their 
new home, K‘olimu leading the way with 
a bundle of household chattels on his back, 
which he carried on a staff that was passed 
through the bundle. Jowapipi came next, 
and was followed by her mother, The 
latter having dropped behind, Jowapipi 
begged her husband to wait for Huntupipi 
that they might all go together, K‘olimu 
took no notice of his wife’s request and 
continued to trudge along, whereupon his 
wife caught hold of the bundle on his back 
and would not let it go, pouring a flood of 
abuse on him at the same time. K‘olimu 
thereupon lost his temper, put down 
his bundle, and slipping round behind 
Jowapipi dealt her a blow on the head with 
his stick which felled her to the ground. 
By the time Huntupipi came up, her 
daughter was already speechless, and she 
was carried by her husband to their new 
house, where she lingered for two days and 
then died. K‘olimu was arrested in due 
course and placed upon his trial, and he 
has now been sentenced, as required by 
law, to death by strangulation. 

(3) The same officer reports another case 
of homicide which has been tried in his 
jurisdiction, In this case the homicide 
was accidental, a man having unintention- 
ally struck a woman on the head with his 
hoe which he was brandishing in order to 
separate twocombatants. The woman died 
from the effects of the blow, and the man 
has been sentenced to death by strangula- 
tion. 

February 26th.—The Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture announces a fall 
of snow in Peking to the depth of two 
inches and upwards, 

(1) A Decree.—Kuei-féng, noble of the 
twelfth degree, to whom We gave audience 
this day, had not a single appropriate 
answer to make to make tu the various 
questions We put to him, his remarks 
being wilfully inappropriate and surprisingly 
wide of the mark, Moreover, in advanc- 
ing and retiring, he was guilty of numerous 
breaches of etiqnette. We command the 
Imperial Clan Court to determine the 
penalty which should be imposed upon him. 
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(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Canton praying the sanction of 
His Majesty to the allotment of a certain 
number of degrees at the metropolitan and 
provincial examinations to graduates from 
Hainan, The island of Hainan is still 
more important than that of Formosa, and, 
as earlier sugyested by the Marquis Tséug, 
steps have been taken to civilise the 
inhabitants thereof. The Financial and 
Judicial Commissioners of Kuangtuny have 
recently made a representation to the 
Mewmorialist, in which they point ont that 
the importance of the island of Hainan 
has been lately brought to the notice of the 
Throve, and active measures have been 
taken for initiating measures of defence, 
which measures have been supplemented 
by ths gentry who have been urged to 
organise local train-bands, The rising of 
the Lis and Hakkas this year induced the 
Memorialist to suggest the adoption of 
wholesale measures of reform, which were 
to commence by purifying the island from 
within, and, following the line of policy 
laid down by His Majesty, which was to 
combine punitive and conciliatory mea- 
sures, the chief offenders amongst the Lis 
and Hakkas respectively have been exter- 
minated, The country is now being pene- 
trated by various military expeditions, 
which are to pacify the people and convert 
them to civilisation, Money, however, is 
scarce, and it will be necessary to rely 
Upon the assistance of the local gentry and 
people if permanent results are to be 
obtained, Hainan has not been devoid of 
talented statesmen in the past, as history 
will show, and there is at the present time 
an appreciable literary spirit in the island. 
Distances in the island itself are great, aud 
it is some 600 miles by sea from Canton ; 
but, in spite of this fact, no small number 
of candidates present themselves at the 
provincial examinations, The men of- 
Hainan, however, are simple folk, and 
their literary compositions lack the polish 
which is necessary to enable them to com- 
pete with the inhabitants of the mainland ; 
the result is that during the last ten 
examinations for the degree of provincial 
graduate it has often happened that out of 
seven, eivht, or nine hundred candidates 
from Hiinan not a single one has passed. 
At. the metropolitan examinations, attend- 
ance at which is still mure difficult, not a 
single candidate obtains a degree, time 
after Lime. Before Formosa was constituted 
a province, two metropolitan degrees and 
four provincial degrees were reserved for 
candidates from that island, and it is now 
suggested that three degrees, civil and 
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military, at the provincial examinations, 
and one degree at the metropolitan examina- 
tion, shall be granted to Hainan candidates, 
provided that ten or more competitors pre- 
sent themselves at the latter examination. 
These degrees will be taken from the 
numbers alloted to the Canton province.— 
The above suyyestion, which is cordially 
endorsed by the Memorialist, is referred 
by Rescript to the Board of Ceremonies 
for consideration. 

February 27th,—With some unimportant 
exceptions the whole of this day’s issue is 
occupied with Memorials from the Board 
of Punishments, Sun Yi-ching, Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Revenue, and the 
Governor of Shantung respectively, on the 
sul-j-ct of the alleged extortions committed 
by Shih Hu-t‘ao, a clerk in the Board of 
Revenue, when paying over money to an 
agent of the Governor of Shantung for 
Yellow River Works, The Board of Reve- 
nue state that upon receipt of the first 
Decree upon the subject, dated December 
30th, 1886, they at once sent for Shih Eu- 
t‘ao and a clerk in the Shantung depart- 
ment ofthe Board called Ch‘én Shih-ch ‘ang, 
who were subjected to a rigorous examina- 
tion by oflicers deputed for the purpose. 
Shih Kn-t‘ao deposed that, upon applica 
tions from Shantuny for the grant of Ts, 
1,000.000 for river works, this money was 
paid over to the Shantung agents iu the 
presence of the high officer in charge of the 
treasure, and was of full weight aud proper 
touch, and no fees whatsoever were de- 
manded, Chien Shih-ch‘ang deposed that 
he drafted the order for payment of the 
money directly the official application ar- 
rived from Shantnng, and he had nothing 
to do with the actual paying over the money, 
which did not concern his department. 
Both strenuously denied that there had 
been any discount levied on the money, or 
any extortion whatsoever indulyed in, Ap- 
plication was then made to the heads of the 
Board of Revenue, who replied that the 
statement of the Shantung department clerk 
as to the drawing up of the order for pay- 
ment was correct, and the treasury depart- 
ment of the Board declared that the money 
was paid in full in the presence of the proper 
officers on the 7th, 8th, 12th and 17th of 
’ December, and receipts were duly given. 
His Majesty was then requested to direct 
the Governor of Shantung to take the depo- 
sitions of the officers deputed by him to 
take delivery of the money, Frem these 
depositions, as embodied by the Governor 
in a Memorial to the Throne, it would 
appear that they received various instal- 
ments on presenting their applications 
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amounting in all to Tis. 500,000, and that 
the weights of the logs in which the money 
was packed were duly tested by the various 
local authorities at the different stages 
along the line of route, and receipts given 
at each s'opping place. The officers deputed 
to receive the money at Peking did, how-. 
ever, hear that they would probably have 
to pay fees; but, as a matter of fact, the 
heads of the Board ordered the money to be 
paid over at once as soon as the applica- 
tions were presented, and the clerk had no 
opportunity of “squeezing.” The Board 
concluded with a recommendation that 
Shih En-t‘ao shall be banished for the 
reasons assigned in the Decree published 
in the Guzette of February the 18th, 

The Memorial of the Governor of Shan- 
tung, also published in this day’s issue, 
gives the depositions of theabove-mentioned 
agents in detail. Sun Yi-ching, Viee-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Revenue, explains 
that he himself superintended in person 
the payment of the money to the agents of 
the Governor of Shantung, and full weight 
was given, After the money had been takén 
delivery of he heard a rumour that Shih 
En-ta‘o had demanded a fee of Tls. 10,000, 
but that payment had been refused by the 
agents, and Shih Eu-t‘ao had not been able 
to impede the delivery of the money be- 
cause strict orders had been given for its 
immediate issue, He made minute and 
secret enquiries, but could obtain no proof 
whatever of the fact. Having a personal 
detestation, however, of villainy, he was 
determined that he would not let the man 
escape if he had committed the crime with 
which he was charged, so he caused him 
to be cashiered, and rigorously questioned 
him in person. Shih Eu t‘ao strenuously 
denied tha charge, so he handed him over 
to the police and tried to inveigle him into 
the paying Tls. 10,000, meaning, when the 
money had been handed over, to request 
His Majesty to punish Shih En-t‘ao, whose 
payment of the money would be a proof 
of his extortionate propensities, He dis- 
misses the accusation that the Governor of 
Shantung wrote and asked him to enquire 
into the matter by proving that no letter 
could have reached him from Shantung 
before he examined Shih Eu-t‘ac. (See 
Gazette of February 18th.) 

February 28th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chang to send 
Tis. 3,000 at once to the custodian of the 
Western Mausolea who requires the movey 
to make preparations for the approaching 
Imperial visit. This sum is an instalment of 
the arrears of rent due on government lands 
in An-chou aud other districts in Chihli. 
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(2) A Decree directing Ch‘ing-an, Vice- 
President of the Board of Works, to su- 
perintend certain ueceasary repairs to the 
tomb of Tao Kuang. The Board of Astro- 
nomy is directed to select an auspicious 
date previous to the 9th of March for the 
commencement of the work. 

(3) The Governor-General at Canton re- 
quests His Majesty to reinstate Ch‘ien-kuei, 
Prefect of K‘iung-chow in Hainan, who was 
cashiered but retained at his post some time 
ago for inactivity, displayed on the occasion 
of the rising of the Lis and Hakkas and 
neglect to furnish proper reports thereon. 
Since that date he has retrieved his ch :rac- 
ter by theactive co-operation he has affurded 
general Féug Tzii-ts‘ai and his colleagues, 
the organisation of militia, the laying 
down of telegraph lines, the maintenance 
of order in the prefectural city and port, 
etc., etc , thereby freeing the general from 
all anxiety as to safety in his rear and 
enabling him to penetrate into the interior 
with his troops, The Prefect has further 
succeeded, in spite of the proverbial poverty 
of Kiungchow, in raising a considerable 
sum by subscription. In short, during the 
past few months, the Prefect has shown a 
due sense of contrition for the past in 
the energy whica he has devoted to the 
organisation of militia, the augmentation 
of the exchequer, and matters of admiuis- 
tration generally, 

By an Imperial autographic minute the 
Prefect is reinstated as requested. 


GRAND SECRETARIAT MEMORIAL ON THE 
RECEIPT OF DOCUMENTS IN EMPEROR'S 
ABSENCE, — CHOICE OF OFFICIALS TO AC- 
COMPANY IHE EMPEROR. 

March 1st.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Grand Secretariat detailing the arrange- 
ments it is proposed to make: for forward- 
ing Memorials and other reports to His 
Majesty during the absence of the Emperor 
from Peking while visiting the Western 
Mausvlea. Their Majesties leave Peking 
on the 30th of March, aud one batch of 
Memorials, etc., will be despatched at 4 
a.m. on that day. After that, they will 
be despatched daily at 2 p.m. until the 3rd 
of April. Ou that day and on the 4th of 
April, when His Majesty builds up the 
earth on the tomb of ‘Tao-kuang and per- 
forms sacrifice respectively, no Memorials 
will be submitted, but they will be for- 
warded as usual. 

(2) The same high «fficers submit a list 
of the names of the Manchu Sub-Chancel- 
lors of the Grand Secretariat with a request 
that His Majesty will place a circle round 
the name of the Sub-Chancellor whom he 
wishes to be in attendance with the Imperial 
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Seal during the journey to the Mausolea. 
—A circle was placed round the name of 
Wén-heing. 

(3) In a second Memorial they submit 
the names of the members of the Grand 
Secretariat in order that His Majesty may 
select from the list the officers he wishes to 
be in attendance during the journey to 
the Mausolea.—A circle was placed round 
the names of Pao-ch‘ang, Féug-lieh, and 
Ch‘ien Kuei-séa, 

NANKING — TRIBUTE RICE. 


(4) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking and the Governor of 
Kiangsu reporting that the total amount of 
tribute rice that is to be forwarded this 
year to Peking as the quota due from last 
year in the five prefectures and depart- 
ments of the Kiangsu Province is as follows: 
—To be forwarded by sea, 692.856 piculs ; 
maintenance and waste allowances, 75,566 
piculs ; to be forwarded by canal, 100,000 
picu's ; maintenance and waste allowances, 
10,667 piculs, Total, 879,077 piculs. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD 
OF KEVENUE FINED. 

March 2ud.—(1) Sun Yu-ching, Vice- 
President of the Board of R-venue, is 
condemned to a fine of one year’s salary, 
this being the penalty to which the Board 
of Civil Office has adjudged him | able for 
his action in connection with the case of 
Shih Eu-t‘ao, the clerk in the Board of Ke- 
venue accused of demanding a heavy fee for 
the issue of funds for Yellow River Works, 

(2) By « separate Decree Sun Yi-ching 
is relieved of his duties as attendant in 
the Imperial Library. 


KIANGSU—MEMORIAL ON PREVENTIVE 
FLOTILLA, 


(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu reporting that it is impossible 
to comply with a suggestion of the Board 
that the force of provincial troops coim- 
posing the Governors command should 
be further reduced in the interests of 
economy. This force was reduced in the 
time of the Memorialist’s predecessor by 
two battalions of infantry and one of 
marines, 600 men in all, and the governor’s 
command as at present constituted consists 
of five battalions of infantry of 400 men 
each and one of marines, which are already 
insufficient to police the Soochow, Sung- 
kiaug, and other prefectures, overrun, as 
they at present are, by disbanded braves 
and haunted by salt smugglers who come 
and go across the frontier, The marine or 
riverine force is especially weak, as it pos- 
sesses only twenty odd junks to police the 
network of waters by which the province 


Mar. 2—3.] 


29 








is traversed. It is most important that 
this force should be augmented, but as an 
increase of expenditure is out of the ques- 
tion, it is now proposed to transform one 
of the infantry battalions into a naval one, 
the men being distributed over 36 small 
and light draught junks capable of going 
under the bridges. Each of these junks 
will be manned by one master, one helms- 
man, one leading marine, one guuner, and 
four oarsmen. ‘They will be divided into 
four divisions, one shao kuan, or lieutenant, 
being placed in command of each division. 
Each of these shuo kuan will have a 
separate boat manned by a helmsman, one 
leading marine, one gunner and eight oars- 
men, and one additional boat will be allot- 
ted to each division for the use of the shao 
kuans, These last four vessels will exch 
carry a crew of one master, one helmsman, 
one leading marine, two gunners, and six 
oxrsmen, ‘he commander of the four 
divisions will have one boat assigned to 
him which will carry one helmsman, one 
leading marine, two gunners, and fourteen 
oarsmen, ‘Lhe boats will be provided by 
special arrangement, and the cost of them 
will not therefore appear in the accounts ; 
but the force as now converted will involve 
an extra annual expenditure of sume ‘T's, 
900 for repairs to boats, etc. 


EXECUTION OF BURGLARS AT FORMOSA. 


(4) ‘Lhe Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that three burglars were suinmarily 
executed in Formosa during the summer 
quarter of last year. 


RECEIPTS FROM SALE OF HONOURS AT 
FOOocHOW. 

(5) The same ofticer reports that during 
the period between the 3rd of June 
and the 12th of September, 186, con- 
tributions to the maritime defence fund 
were received from 169 persons, officers 
and others, who purchased rank, literary 
degrees, and peacock’s feathers to the 
value of ‘Tls, 50,415.68. Of this sum 
Tis. 40,000 has been appropriated as pay- 
ment for guns and vessels bought for the 
northern squadron, and the balance has 
been deposited with the Committee of Re- 
organisation, The contributors have been 
furnished with receipts stamped by the 
Financial Commissioner, which will be 
exchanged in due course for the certificates 
issued by the Board, to whom a detailed 
list has been supplied. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO THE MARQUIS 

TSENG. 

March 8rd.—The Marquis T+éng has 
app'ied for ten deys’ respite from his 
duties, 
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REMITTANCE FROM SHANSI. 

(1) The Governor of Shansi reports that 
he has remitted to Peking the sum of ‘Ils, 
200,000. ‘This sum, which has beeu raised 
from the economies effected in the provin- 
cial expenditure, is the amount which the 
Shansi province is called upon annually to 
remit as a contribution towards the ad- 
ditional pay which was last year allotted to 
the Banner forces in Peking. A portion 
also goes towards defraying the expenses 
connected with the drill of the Banner, 
troops in the Metropolis. 

THE CASSIA TRADE AND DUTIES. 

(2) ‘The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a long Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Canton and the acting 
Governor of Kuangsi, describing the steps 
taken by them to withdraw the monopoly 
in the cassia bark trade from the merchaute 
who hold it, and to reduce the duty on 
the article in both Kuangtung and Kuangsi 
xs an act of comparsion towards producers 
and Chinese dealers, 

On the 15th of July last the Governor- 
General received from the Grand Council 
an Imperial Decree dated the 22ud of June, 
stating that Hie Majesty was informed that 
certain dishonest merchants had obtained a 
monopoly of the trade in cassia bark in the 
Kuei-p‘ing and other districts of Kuangsi, 
and, under the pretence of contracting 
fur the payment of duty, kept down 
the price uf the article, committing frauds 
with the collusion of the Custom-House 
clerks, with the result that the poor folk 
suffered from oppression and the public 
revenue steadily diminished. His Majesty 
desire : the Governor-General tu put au end 
to the monopoly aud to do away with the 
abuses. 

According to the original Memorial ad- 
dressed tou His Mujesty, the Districts of 
Kuei-p‘ing, Jung Hsien, Téug Hsien and 
Pfing-nan iv Hesiiu-chou Fu and Wu-chou 
Fu consist of a network of hills and valleya 
the inhabitants of which are engaged in 
the cultivation of cassia, stripping off the 
bark yearly and selling it, ‘The estimated 
value of the bark is 7 to 8 taels per picul, 
and the duty, collected at Ta-wu Hsii in 
P'ing-nan, amounts to Tls. 40,000 or ‘T's, 
50,000 per annum. Up to the reign of 
T‘ung Chih the inhabitants of the country 
carried on their business free from oppres- 
sion or trouble, At that time, however, 
Yiian Chi, Chung Yung T‘ai and certain 
other Canton firms, sixteen in all, under 
the false pretence of contracting for the 
payment of the duty, obtained a monopoly 
of the trade and would allow no one else 
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to participate in it. Having posted up 
notifications emanating from the Canton 
Custom House, they insisted on buying 
the bark at a low rate, At first they 
only reduced the price from seven or eight 
taels to two or three taels per picul. But 
they afterwards brought it down to seventy 
or eighty cents, which would not pay the 
cost of planting and gathering, and the 
growers gradually became impoverished, 
In the year 1885 a man named Asii of the 
Chiien I T’ang firm contrived to oust the 
former syndicate and obtained the mono- 
poly for himself alone. His proceedings 
were even harsher thun those of his pre- 
decessors, and some hundreds of thousands 
of people found it every day more difficult 
to earn a livelihood, while the duty re- 
ceipts have of late declined, 

With reference to the above report the 
Mewmorialists would remark that Kuangst 
cassia birk comes from the four Districts 
of Pfing-nan, Kuei-p‘ing, Jung Hsien and 
Iéng Hsien, while Kuangtung bark all 
comes from Lo-ting Chow. There are fur- 
ther two routes by which cassia is brought 
to the coast for exportation. By the old, 
or eastern, route, Kuangsi cassia descends 
the West River from Hsiin-chow Fu and 
Wu-chow Fu, and Kuangtung cassia is 
brought by a branch river to Shao-ch‘ing 
Fu, also on the West River. In either 
case it finds its way to Canton, whence 
it is sent to foreign countries. By the 
new, or Western, reute Kuangsi cassia 
is sent up stream, and, being carried 
partly by water and partly by land, is 
conveyed to Yi-lin Chou, Lienchou Fu 
and Pakhoi, whence it is exported abroad. 
Iu 1878 Transit Passes were brought in- 
to use at Pakhoi, but had not at that 
time been introduced at Canton, For- 
eigners therefore adopted the Pakhoi route 
in order to avoid the duties on the West 
River, while Chinese merchants continued 
to use the Canton route and thus obtained 
a small fraction of the profits of the trade. 

A year ago, when ‘l'ransit Passes wore 
introduced at Canton, foreigners engaged 
in the trade all adopted the eastern route, 
They thus had the advantage of water car- 
riage and made even greater profits than 
before, laying the cassia down at a much 
lower price than Chinese Merchants who 
had heavy duties to pay along the West 
River. Formerly, when Kuangsi cassia 
was bronght by Chinese Merchants to 
Canton and sold there to foreigners 
its export price was more than ten taels, 
while even in Kuangsi it cust as much as 
eight or nine taels. ‘he growers thus 
made large profits and the production 
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rapidly increased. Afterwards there was a, 
great extension of the cultivation in Lo- 
ting, which took away a portion of the profit 
During the last fifteen or sixteen years the 
increase in the production has been accom- 
panied by a steady fall in the export price; 
while the institution of more lekin barriers 
has been followed by a reduction in the 
gains of traders. Moreover the general 
employment of Transit Passes has weakened 
the position ef Chinese merchants, so that 
the purchasing price could not but fall. It 
has even come down to eighty or niuety 
cents per picul, which scarcely pays the 
cost of gathering the bark. Foreign ers 
do not fear ‘the competition of Chinese 
merchants, who, they know, have to pay 
more for the article, and therefore will only 
offer a low price. The circumstances, in- 
deed, are much the same in the cassia dis- 
tricts in both Provinces. The difficulties 
of the merchants arise from the use of 
Transit Passes, and the difficulties of the 
growers, which are still greater, arise from 
the lowness of the price paid both by Chinese 
and by foreign merchants, These are the 
true reasons why the cassia trade has been 
so steadily un prosperous in both provinces, 
It was in the ye»r 1850 that the collec- 
tion of the cassia duties was first farmed 
out to merchants, the farmers being the I 
Shan Tang and other firms, 1n 1855 they 
were succeeded by a syndicate called the 
Ho Chi T‘ang, consisting of ten firms, 
Originally the cassia was all sold to for- 
eign ships and exported at fixed periods, 
In the meanwhile it was collected by the 
middlemen so as to be in readiness for sale 
to the large firms. The cassia growers in 
Hsiin-chou and Wu-chou were some hun- 
drevs of thousands in number, and there 
were several hundreds of middlemen., 
These being scattered about everywhere, 
and it being difficult to keep watch over 
them, merchants were invited to under- 
take the collection of the duty with the 
object of putting on them the responsi- 
bility of preventing any evasion of it, 
When the practice had been continued for 
some time, abuses came into existence, 
followed by attempts to control the market 
and other acts of oppression, The farmers 
were often dismissed aud changed, but still 
the abuses reappeared. In November 1885 
the Memorialists were informed by the 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton that 
Tsung Chao Hsiang and thirteen other 
firms known as the Ch‘ien I T'ang Syudi- 
cate would undertake the collection vf the 
duty on cassia bark, but among them there 
was no merchant of the name of Hsii. The 
Memorialist Chang Chih-tung also found 
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out by enquiry that the price given by the 
new syndicate was rather higher than be- 
fore, viz: Tls. 1.30 or Tls. 1 40 per picul 
for Kuangsi bark and about Tis. 1.70 for 
that from Kuangtung. Moreover there were 
no frauds committed in collusion with the 
Custums clerks. Nevertheless, just as be- 
fore, it was impossible to prevent oppression 
by those who have the contrel over profits, 
It was therefore found necessary tu issue a 
proclamation immediately cancelling the 
privileges of the syndicate, and to instruct 
the Lekin Board of the two Provinces that 
they must make the middlemen responsible 
for the collection of the grower’s tax and 
prevent the merchants of Canton from ex- 
ercising any monopoly in future. 

But whether the trade might be open or 
closed, the difficulties of the growers were 
really caused by the lowness of the price 
and the smallness of the profits, It was 
found that Kuangsi cassia bark at the time 
of export is worth from Tis. 4.80 to Tls. 
4,90 per picul, and that Kuangtung cassia 
is slightly cheaper. In the case of cassia 
from Wu-chou and Hesiin-chou the cost of 
conveyance to Canton, including duties, 
transport, warehousing and packing, came 
to Tls. 3.20 or Tis, 3.30 per picul. Inu the 
case of that from Lo-ting it was Tls. 2.60 
or Tis, 2.70. When the cost of production 
was added to this but little was left for the 
grower’s profits, Also, as Chinese buyers 
could only afford to pay a low price, foreign 
buyers of course would not give a high 
one. Therefore the prevention of mono- 
poly did not go to the root of the difficulty, 
and the essential thing was to reduce the 
duties and lekin. Regulations therefore 
have been made, according to which cassia 
bark in either province pays a single lo-ti- 
shui, or grower’s duty, at the place of 
production. After this it is passed at 
every barrier free of ail imposts whatever, 
and is merely liable to the regular export 
duty at the Canton or Pakhoi Custom 
House. Fees for issuing passes, in- 
specting boats, petty barrier dues and 
all such charges are entirely done away 
with, It has further been arranged 
with the Superintendent of the Canton 
Customs that the greatest pains shall be 
taken to protect merchants at.the time 
when they pay the regular exrort duty. 
The officer in charge of the Kuangtuog 
lo ti shui has established an oftice at Lo- 
ting Chou which collects a tax of ‘i'l. 0.50 
per picul. A lo t collectorate has long 
existed in Kuangsi. The chief officer for 
Wu-chou and Hsiin-chou formerly levied 
a tax of ‘I'l. 0.72, and for the sake of uni- 
formity this is now reduced to ‘Tl. 0.50. 


Google 





The tax is not collected from the buyer, 
whether he be Chinese or foreigner, but 
the seller is solely responsible for it. This 
procedure is in accordance with the old 
laws in force throughout the Empire for 
the collection of Lo-tt and petty duties. 

The Memorialist Li Ping-héng was con- 
sulted in the matter and he perfectly agreed. 
The Provincial Treasurers and the Lekin 
Boards considered the question and fur- 
nished a memorandum. Lastly, the head 
of the Hsiin-chou Cassia Office, and the 
Sub-Prefect and the Wei-ywan at Lo-ting 
Chou have reported that they have begun 
to carry out the new regulations. 

The Memorialists have the honour to 
observe that cassia is the principal com- 
mercial product of Kuangsi, and that Lo- 
ting 1s a retired mountain district of which 
the industries require to be fostered. 
Monopolies have been a cause of troubles 
to the cassia growers, but lowness of prices 
brought still greater difficulties. By the 
new system individuals are prevented from 
controlling the market and transit duties are 
abolished. There is merely a light grower’s 
tax for the collection of which the middle- 
men are responsible, The light taxation aids 
the merchants, and the abolition of mono- 
polies relieves the growers, The diminu- 
tion of the taxation in Kuangtung secures 
the collection of duty in Kuangsi. At the 
present day tne revenue of both Provinces 
depends chiefly on lekin ; and, if trade dues 
not flourish, what becomes of the duties ? 
Compr3aensive and energetic measures 
therefore are necessary to encourage the 
sources whence wealth springs. ‘Though 
the new measures have been adopted but 
a few days, the price of Kuangsi Cassia has 
risen to Ts. 2.30, and the same has happened 
with that of Kuangtung. Relief is thus 
afforded to the people, and the advantage 
of the reduction of the duty is made 
manifest. It has been placed on record 
that hereafter no merchants from other 
parts are ever to be allowed to contract for 
the payment of duties, and that the local 
middlemen will be punished and dismissed 
if they are found to be trying to force down 
the price. 

In what they have done the Memorialists 
have endeavoured to act in accordance with 
the paternal benevolence felt by His Ma- 
jesty for the people. 

Rescript : Let the yamén concerned take 
cognisance, 

DECREE—PUNISHMENT OF KUEI-FENG., 

March 4th,—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the Imperial 
Clan Court, who were called upon to deter- 
mine the penalty to which Kuei- éug, 


Imperial kinsman and noble, had rendered 
himself liable by his eccentric answers and 
awkward behaviour in His Majesty’s pre- 
sence, In accordance with the decision of 
the Board, Kuei-fény is condemned toa 
fine of six months’ salary, and is relieved 
of his duties at Court. (See Gazette of 
February 26th), 
APPOINTMENT TO CH‘AHAR. 

(2) Shuang-ch‘uan is given the brevet 

rank of Deputy Lieutenant-General and is 


appointed Commandant of Forces at Ch‘a- 
har. 


SHANSI—AMMOUNITION FOR MILITARY POLICE, 

(3) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
arrangement that has been made with regard 
to the supply of ammunition for the 
military police force in the seven sub-pre- 
fectures occupying the portion of that pro- 
vince which lies to the north of the Great 
Wall. ‘To four of these sub-prefectures a 
force of forty men is supplied respectively, 
and the remaining three have thirty men 
apiece, makiny 250 men in all. Iu accord- 
ance with the regulations by which the 
issue of supplies to the régular troops is 
controlled, the following quantities of am- 
munition will be served out annually to the 
force in question : Gunpowder, 3,503. cat- 
ties, 4 ounces ; slow match cord, 1,754 feet, 
6 inches ; leaden discs, 759 catties, 6 
ounces. The value of the above is com- 


puted at Tls. 335.7.4.1. 


KIANGSI REMITTANCE, 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsi reports the 
despatch of an officer to Peking with Tis. 
50,000, representing the balance due for 
the latter half of last year on the contribu- 
tion from Kiangsi for the north-east 
frontier defence fund, The amount that 
Kiangsi is annually called upon to furnish 
to this fund is Tis. 60,000 from land tax 
and Tis. 80,000 from likin. The latter 
revenue, however, has not yielded sufficient 
for the purpose, and the land tax has con- 
seyuently been laid under heavier contribu- 
tion, paying a total sum to the fund in 
question between the years 1878 and 1885 
of Tis. 860,000. 


TIBET—INSPECTION OF TROOPS. 

(5) ‘Lhe Imperial Resident in Tibet re- 
ports the conciusion of the periodical ins- 
pection of the troops stationed in Gyangsze 
and Ting-jit’ in Ulterior Tibet. Being oc- 
cupied with other matters, this Memorialist 
directed an acting major called Yang, who 
was going to Nilam on the Nepal frontier 
to meet the Nepalese tribute envoy, to 
take the military posts on his way and 
hold an inspection in the Memorialist’s 
stead. This officer gave a favourable 
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report on the proficiency of the Chinese 
and Tibetan troops, who were duly inspec- 
ted by him and put through the usual 
evolutions, He returned to Lassa on the 
13th of December with the Ney alese tribute 
envoy and his following.— As soon asa 
date has been fixed for the departure of 
the latter on his journey to Peking the 
Memorialist willduly report to His Majesty. 

March 6th.—No document ofimportance. 


EMPEROR'S VISITS TO TEMPLES. 


March 6th —The Court Circular an- 
nounces that His Majesty will visit the 
temple to the God of War at 4.45 a.m. 

(1) A Decree announcing His Majesty’s 
intention of visiting the Temple of Agri- 
culture in person on the 15th of April to 
perform the observances. At the close of 
these he will go through the ceremony of 
ploughing. he yaméns concerned are 
directed to make reverential preparations 
accordingly. ‘ 

DECREE CENSURING GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

(2) A Decree taking Liu Ping-chang, 
Governor-General of Szechuen, to task for 
applying for the services of Yang Oh‘i-chéu, 
General vf the Lang-shan Division, whom 
he had previously asked permission to 
retain for duty in Chékiang, when holding 
the post of governor of that province. 
Although the Governor-General justifies 
his present application on the ground that 
it is made in military interests, it is hereby 
refused, as there are no military operations 
in progress in Szechuen at the present 
time. The Decree goes on to observe that 
generals of division are officers of com- 
paratively high rank, who have important 
functions to perform both in the matter 
of military administration and the main- 
tenance of order; but a practice has of late 
prevailed amongst provincial high authori- 
ties of applying for the personal services of 
these officers because they have earlier 
recommended them for advancement, while 
the officers themselves subordinate all 
appreciation of the important interests of 
State to their feelings of private gratitude, 
and thus render nugatory the intent with 
which they are invested with special com- 
mands by the Oourt. This cannot be 
allowed for a moment, and provincial high 
authorities are warned against making 
similarly ill-advised applications in the 
future. 

KIANGSI—REMITTANCE. 

(3) The Govarnor of Kiangsi, reports the 
despatch of the last instalment of the Tis. 
500,000 which his province was called upon 
to remit to Peking in commatation of the 
grain tribute for 1886. 
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SHANTUNG —AMOUNT OF TRIBUTE RICE. 


(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the amount of tribute grain which 
that province has to send to Peking this 
year, exclusive of remissions on account of 
floods and graiu which has been distributed 
in relief under Imperial authority, is 
176,000 piculs. 

DECREE—POSTHUMOUS HONOURS. 

March 7th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of a Memorial from K‘un- 
kang and others, who represent that the 
lately deceased grandmother by adoption 
of Wu-la-pu, whose maiden name was Yo- 
no-t,6, showed in her youth a high percep- 
tion of great principles and was a devoted 
daughter. After her marriage she was 
equally devoted to her husband, going so 
far as to cut off flesh from her aria and mlx 
it with his medicine when her husband was 
very ill, declariny herself ready to sucrifice 
her life to save his. Being childless she 
adopted Wu-la-pu as her husband’s grand- 
son and personally superintended his 
studies, expending on him all the care that 
a mother gives her son, She is now dead 
after fifty years of widowood, and in accord- 
ance with precedent the bestowal of poat- 
humous honours upon her is solicited, a 
request which is hereby granted. 


HSIAO HSI-LING—BANISHMENT OF— 

(2) Tue Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces solicits His Majesty’s 
ce-nfirmation of a sentence of banishment 
to Chinese Turkestan which has been passed 
upon Hsiao Hgi-ling, an ex-Expectant Pre- 
fect of Yiiunau who was cashiered and sent 
back to his native place in the Ch‘ang-sha 
District of Hunan for being guilty of con- 
duct unbecoming an officer of the public 
service. This mav, who was of a violent 
and aggressive temper, took the wife of 
another man to live with him some two 
years and more ago, and on being remon- 
strated with by a kinsman for his disregard 
and defiance of public opinion, he retatiated 
by going to this kinsman’s house with a 
number of people and making a disturbance 
there. On another occasion a kinsman of 
his passed himself off as a minor expectant 
of office in Kiangsi who was dead, and pre- 
sented himself at the Magistracy under the 
name of the deceased with a request that 
he might be furnished with the necessary 
credentials for taking his place on the 
expectant list, Hsiao Hai-ling aided aud 
abetted him iu this fraud, and went secu- 
rity for his kinsman, Amongst other acts 
of violence cominitted by Hsiao Hsi-ling 
are the foliowing: The wife of a certain 
graduate called Huang having been put 
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away by her husband for adultery, Hsio 
Hai-ting made a raid on the graduate’s 
house and smashed his furniture and other 
things, Again, he bought some land 
abouts eighteen months ago which ad- 
joined the ancestral temple of a man 
called Wang, and with the object of 
stealing Wang’s land he brought an action 
against his the Magistrate’s Court, after 
which, without waiting for the case to 
come on, he collected a mob together, 
pulled Wang’s crops up by the roots, razed 
hig ancestral temple to the ground, and 
tied up and beat the police when they ap- 
prared upon the scene. Upon being sum- 
moned by the Magistrate, he was overbear- 
ing and insolent aud appealed over his head 
to the higher authorities. He also destroyed 
the crops of another man with whom he 
had «a dispute about a mortgage, and made 
several armed raids upon his house, When 
summoned for this offence by the magistrate 
he appeared in court with a button of the 
highest grade, entered by the big gates, and 
conducted himself ina noisy and blustering 
way in order to intimidate the Magistrate, 
He even went so far as to assult his oppon- 
ent in the Court-room itself, and upon a 
second examination being held by the 
orders of the Mavistrate’s superior, he 
used the most abusive language to that 
officer and refused to submit to inter- 
rogation. He was subsequently brought 
before the prefect, aud the above record of 
his proceedings was established. He has 
now been sentenced to banishment under 
the law which prevides this penalty for 
hullies who molest honest and unoffending 
people.—By an Imperial minute appended 
to the Memorial Hsiao Hsi-liug is sentence 
banishment to Turkestan, 

March 8+h,—A large portion of this day’s 
issue is taken up with a report by the 
Governor-General at Canton upon the cun- 
duct of a sergeant, who was guilty of 
pretty ‘‘squeezing” in connection, with 
payments passing through his hands. The 
details are uniuteresting, The remainder 
of the memorials are connected with promo- 
tions, transfers and other minor matters of 
official routine, 
PRESENTATIONS AT COURT. 

SPOKEN. 

March 9°b.—(1) A Decree. It has hither- 
to been obligatory ou Members of the Hau- 
chiin Bauuers to recite their 1a li, or 
official record, in Manchu on presentation 
to the Throne, but Lieutenant Heit Yiian- 
p‘u who was this day presented by the 
Board of War, simply recited his official 
record in Chinese, which was highly im- 
proper. The Han-chiin have been enrolled 
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in the Man-chu Registers for generations, 
and it is right aud proper that they should 
be familiar with the language of the State. 
Hereafter officers of this class when pre- 
sented at Court will be obliged to couform 
to established rule and recite their official 
record in the Manchu language, any future 
neglect of this order involving severe 
punishment, 
SPECIAL REWARDS TO COUNCIL MESSENGERS, 
(2) A Decree consenting to a strong ap- 
pel from the Board of War that the Secre- 
turies of the (hich Pao Ch‘u, or Council 
Messengers’ Office, shall be permitted, as 
earlier proposed by the Board, to have 
their names submitted once in three years 
for reward in the shape of advancement in 
the public service. ‘This privilege is ac- 
corded to the Secretaries of the department 
in question in view of the specially arduous 
and responsib'e duties its officers have to 
perform in the transmission of military mes- 
sayes, and the exceptionally severe p: nalties 
that attend mistakes, It is not, therefore, 
to be quoted as a precedent for similar 
applications from other departments. 


MILITARY INSPECTION BY GOVERNOR OF 
CHEKIANG, 


(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
his intended departure from the provincial 
capital on the 16th of February for a tour 
of military inspection. Hepurposes visit- 
ing Hu-chou first, and then going to Chia- 
haing, from whence he will return to 
Hangchow. 

DUTIES ON RICE DESTINED FOR RELIEF 

PURPOSES. 


(4) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking.— The Memorialist has 
been officially informed by the Governor- 
General at Canton that Lis Majesty his 
sanctioned the remission of likin upon 
purchases of rice made in Kiangsu and 
Auhui for sale in the Kuangtung pro- 
vince at reduced rates, the price of food 
having risen iv the latter province in con- 
sequence of drought last year. When 
calamities of this nature visit a neighbour- 
ing province it is a natural duty to come 
to their assistance, and a similar arrange- 
ment was made two years ago, du'y and 
likin being remitted on rice destined for 
export to Canton. The effect on the re- 
venues of Kiangsu was, however, very 
disastrous, as merchants flocked to Wuhu 
to purchase rice, which was shipped by 
steamer, and thus evaded the duty and 
likin ordinarily levied at the various 
stations along the river, thus taking the 
carrying trade entirely out of the hands of 
the native junk owners, The falling off 
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caused in the likin receipt was very large, 
and even the Chinkiang market was pre- 
judicially affected. In deference to the 
strong representations that have been ad- 
dressed to him on the subject by the likin 
officials, as well as the gentry, the people, 
and the trading class, the Memorialist now 
proposes to adopt the following compro- 
mise: All Cantonese merchants coming 
to Anhui to buy rice will only be called 
upon to pay duty and likin at the Wuhu 
Customs and the Ifa Shéug Kuan and Ta 
Ho K‘ou Barriers Jower down the river, 
being exempt from duty and likin at Chin- 
kiang and the stations below Chinkiang. 
The same privilege will be extended to 
merchants from other province coming to 
Auhui to buy rice by Imperial authorisa- 
tion. There are large stocks of rice both 
at Chinkiang and Shanghai, and purchasers 
will find it more convenient to buy their 
supplies there.—Proposal approved by Im- 
perial Minute. 


NANKING EXAMINATIONS, 


March 10th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Nanking and the 
Governor of Anhui, in answer to au Impe- 
rial Decree, calling upon them to report 
upon the suggestion of a Censor that the 
examinations for the degree of provincial 
graduate in the provinces of Kianygsu and 
Anhui which have hitherto been conducted 
at Nanking, should hereafter be held in 
each province at different dates, The 
Memorialists report against the project, 
chiefly on the score of expense, and also, 
because the holding of a sep»rate examina- 
tion in Anhui at a later date than the 
usual time, the 8th of the 8th moon, would 
clash with the examinations for the military 
degree of the sama grade. ‘They admit, 
however, that there are almost too many 
candidates at the Nanking examination— 
sometimes as miny as 20,000 —for the pre- 
sent staff of examiners to deal with pro- 
perly, and they propose, as a remedy, to 
add two more assvcia'e examiners, one for 
each province, to the staff of eighteen 
which has hitherto been the number allow- 
ed. 

REMITTANCES FOR IMPERIAL JOURNEY TO 
MAUSOLEA. 

(2) The Governor-General at Nanking 
reports the remittance by draft of Ts. 
10,000 as a contribution towards the ex- 
penses of the Imperial journey to the 
Manusolea. This money has been drawn 
from the Treasury of the Salt Commis- 
sioner, in response to an application from 
the Office of Gendarmerie in Peking, sup- 
ported by Imperial Decree. 
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TOO MANY EXPECTANT OFFICIALS. 

(3) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River requests that no more expectant 
officials may be sent down to swell the 
ranks of the service under his control for 
some years to come. In the Yellow River 
and Grand Canal service there are 13 
vacancies for civil officers of the rank of 
sub-prefect and assistant sub-prefect, and 
110 ofticers are at present on the list. ‘There 
are over 320 men on the petty official list, 
and only sume 62 appuintments, so that a 
Jarge number of expectants can never ob- 
tain substantive employment and the num- 
ber of odd jobs which can be given them 
is limited also. These expectants are re- 
duced to an extreme condition of poverty, 
and when they do happen to get work to 
do are not ina position to make the ad- 
vances of funds which are required some- 
times when some specially urgent work has 
to be undertaken.—The application is re- 
ferred by [umperial Minute to the Board 
concerned for consideration, 


PRINCE SU RETIRES, 


March 11th.—The only document of in- 
terest in this day’s issue is a Deciee allow- 
ing Prince Su, one of the members of the 
‘Right Princely Families,” to vacate all 
his offices and retire into private life on 
account of ill-health. As an act of special 
compassion, he is allowed to retain the 
office of Lieutenant-General of the Border- 
ed Blue Han Cuiin Banner, 


SUSPICIOUS CHARACTERS ABOUT THE PALACE, 


March 12th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of an application from the 
Palace Guard for permission to hand over 
@ prisoner to the Board of Punishments for 
rigorous interrogation, He states that ou 
the 11th inst, a man, carrying some things 
with a pele across his shoulder, tried to 
enter the ‘ung-hua gate of the palace, and 
that when he was stepped by the soldiers 
on guard, he drew a knife and wounded the 
officer in command. Upon being after- 
wards interrogated by the order of the 
captain-general he persistently refused to 
give hisname. ‘The man is to be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments, who are 
required to subject him to the most 
rigorous interrogation, aud, after discover- 
ing the true facts of the case, are to puniah 
him as the law requires. 


MANCHUKIA— DISBANDMENT OF TROOPS. 

(2) A joint Memorial from the Governor 
of Féug-t‘ien and Lei Chéug-wan, Com- 
mander-in-chief of Shensi, reporting the 
steps they have tak+n for the disba:dment 
of the force which has been serving in 
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Manchuria under the command of the 
latter Memorialist. On the 8th of February 
a despatch was received from the Grand 
Council communicating an Imperial Decree 
dated the Sth of February, in which His 
Majesty accorded his high appreciation of 
the services of General Lei Chéng-wan, 
whose force, consisting of nine regiments 
of cavalry and infantry, was stationed first 
at Ying-k‘ou (Newchwang) and afterwards 
at Féug-huang on the frontier. All being 
how quiet on the frontier, orders were 
given for the disbandment of this force, 
that portion of it composed of troops from 
Kansu being taken back by General Lei 
Chéug-wan to Ku-yiian, his proper post, 
and there incorporated with the local 
troops or otherwise disposed of. The 
sum of Tis. 348,000, which the provinces 
of Kiangsu and CU! ékinng were required 
to contribute annually to this force, was 
in future to be paid iu to the Ad- 
miralty department, who would devote 
the money to the maintenance of the 
reguiar army of the three Manchurian 
provinces, A secoud Decree, dated Feb- 
ruary the 10th, was received on the 10th 
of February with regard to an advance 
from the Shéng Ching treasury of Tis. 
126,000, representing four months’ pay for 
the force which had not yet come to hand 
from Kiangsu and Chékiang. The Decree 
went on to direct that those members of 
the force who belonged to Féng-t‘ien, 
Shangtung, Shansi, Honan, Hunan and 
Hupeh could be dishanded at once, and 
that the Shensi and Kansu troops were to 
be taken back to Kansu aud there embodied 
in the provincial army or disbanded as the 
case might be, 

The Memorialists beg to report that, in 
obedience to these commands, an advance 
of ls, 116,000 has been made from local 
funds for the payment of the troops, and 
arrangements have been made for disposing 
of those whose domicile is in Féug-t‘ien, 
Chihli, or the provinces to the south and 
east thereof. The Kansu members of the 
force have been told tu prepare for departure, 
and the cavalry will start overland on the 
3rd of March. The infantry to be disbanded 
will be sent by steamer to Shanghai from 
Ta Sung Sian as soon as navigation is open, 
and the Kansu infantry will be seut by 
steamer to Tientein. As soon as they have 
been despatched the Memorialist Lei Chéng-. 
wan wil also proceed by steamer to Tien- 
tsin, 


AUDIENCE ASKED FOR, 


(3) General Lei Chéng-wan, through the 
Governor of Féug-t‘ien, aska permission to 
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take advantage of his approaching arrival 
at Tientain en route for Kansu to come up 
to Peking and pay his respects to His Ma- 
jesty.—The request is yranted by Rescript. 
TITHING SYSTEM TO BE ACTIVELY 
CARKIED OUT. 

March 13th.—(1)A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a Memorial from ‘a certain 
person,” who represents that the tithing 
system has fallen into desuetude and begs 
that orders may be given for its re-organi- 
sation. The Decree goes on to state that 
the tithing system is an admiratle means 
for suppressing brigandage, and if it were 
properly carried out would deprive bad cha- 
racters of the means of finding a hiding place 
for themselves. ‘he numbers of disbanded 
braves that have been set loose upon the 
country, with the increase of salt smug- 
giers, have led to a large increase of distur- 
bance of late, and although the promo- 
ters thereof may have been arrested and 
punished, they have not been taken until 
the people have been the victimsof their 
violence. Provincial high authorities are 
to issue strict orders to their subordinates 
to see that the details of this system are 
conscientiously attended to, fur however 
excellent its objects are, its success is de- 
pendent upon its active enforcement, and 
it is essential that the arrangements are 
not left to official underlings to carry out. 
MILITARY INSPECTION IN THE PROVINCES. 

(2) A Decree nominating the following 
high officers to hold the military inspections 
in the undermentioned provinces, which 
are upon the list for inspection this year ; 
Chihli, Li Hung-chang, Governor-General ; 
Shansi, Kang-i, Governor; Shensi, Yeh 
Poh-ying, Governor ; Szechuen, Liu Ping- 
chang, Governor General; Kansu, T‘an 
Chung-lin, Governor-General. 

CHIHLI AND SHANTUNG—RIVER WORKS. 


With the exception of two Memorials 
on matters of routine, the whole of the 
remainder of this day’s issue is occupied 
by a joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Chibli and the Governor of 
Shantung giving details of certain works 
which they propose to carry out for the 
resuscitation of a canal which serves as a 
drainer to the Grand Canal. This canal, 
accoring to the Memorialists, connects 
with the Grand Canal at Seu-ni Sau 
in En Hsien in Shantung, and enters 
the Ko-chin Ho at Chiu lung Miao in 
Té Chou, The latter river flows by Wu- 
chtiao Heien, Ning-chin Haien, Nan-p‘i 
Heien, Yen-shan Hsiew and Ch‘ing-yiin 
Hsien, where it enters Shantung, pass- 
ing through Lo-ling Hsien, Hai-faéng Hsien, 
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and Asii-tzu Chieh, and then re-enters the 
Chihli Province, flows to Taku, and thence 
into the sea. It is impoesible to foflow 
the Memorialists through the complicated 
details of the works they propose to carry 
vut, which they describe with yreat minute- 
ness, The cost of the work, whic» has been 
estimated by a Taotai called Chin Fu-tseng, 
who was Geputed by the Governor-General 
Li Hung-chang to go over the ground, is 
put down at Ts, 124,700 odd, exclusive of 
of Ts. 19,300 for labour and materials, 
of which Tis, 62,600 should be borne by 
Chihli and Ts. 81,400 by Shantung. The 
Memorialists consider this estimate too high 
for their resources to meet under present 
circumstances, and it was their intention 
to apply to the Board of Revenue for 
the money, but that department is also 
unable to provide funds. Under these 
circumstances the only thing that remains 
to be done is forthe Memorialists to put 
their heads together and make the best 
arrangement they can, for the work is too 
important to be abandoned. ‘They hope to 
economise expenditure by employing the 
labour of people drawing government relief, 
and propose to deal with the work in sec- 
tions, drawing the necessary money from 
the relief at their disposal, A general 
statement of expenditure will be submitted 
when the work is done, 
TAXATION OF SZECHUEN SALT IN HUPEH. 
March 14th.—The Governor-General of 
the Hu Kuang Provinces, and the Gover- 
nor of Hupeh, represent the impossibility 
of compliance for the present with an order 
from the Board of Revenue, supported by 
Imperial Decree, that they are to abolish 
a tax on Szechuen salt consumed in Hupeh, 
which tax was put on some years ago fur 
special reasons which no longer exist. In 
communicating this order, the board re- 
minded the Memorialists that they were re- 
quired to furnish the Board of Admiralty 
withan anuual contribution of Tle, 240,000, 
and were told that as the abolition of 
the special tax upon Szechnen salt in 
Hupeh would stimulate the salt trade 
by lightening the prime cost to the dealers, 
the receipts from ordinary taxes and likin 
would naturally increase with the expan- 
siou of the trade, and no excuse would 
therefore be accepted that the abolition 
of the special tax would prevent the pay- 
ment of the subsidies required from Hupeh. 
The history of the additioval tax of two 
cash a catty upon Szechuen salt, the Memo- 
rialists explain, is as follows; It was im- 
posed in the month of March, 1884, by the 
then Governor-General of the Hu Kuang 
provinces to meet the expenditure entailed 
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in the increase of the river defences, and 
was levied upon Szechuen and Huai-an salt 
indiscriminately. In the following year 
the special defensive precautions were 
abandoned, but an Admiralty Department 
was established and Hupeh was called upon 
to contribute Tls. 240,000 per annum to- 
wards its support, the contribution being 
drawn from the lekin receipts. As the 
lekin receipts couid nut meet this call as 
well as the other payments which 
that source of revenue had to supply, 
His Majesty’s sanction was obtained 
to the continuance for the time being 
of the extra lekin upon Szechuen and 
Huai-an salt, the revenue derived from this 
extra tax being specially devoted to the 
payment of the annual contribution of the 
Admiralty Department, any deficit being 
made good from the ordinary lekin receipts, 
The original intention at the time was to 
continue this extra tax until the payment 
of the last instalment of the foreign loan 
in the 13th year of Kuang Haii (1887), and 
then, when there was a diminished drain 
upon the lekin revenue, to abolish it upon 
Szechuen and Huai-an salt alike. The 
Board now demand that the tax shall be 
taken off before the foreign loan has been 
paid off, while they still require the lekin 
receipts or, if these be insufficient, some 
other fund to supply the annual contribu- 
tion to the Admiralty Department. The 
abolition of this extra tax upon Szechuen 
and Huai-an salt would involve an avnual 
Joss of over T's. 100,000. ‘There is only one 
more instalment of the foreign loan to psy, 
and when this is paid off the revenues would 
be relivved this year of a charge of over 
T's. 100,000, but for the fact that the Board 
of Revenue demand that this amount shall 
be sent to them ‘Thus, while the province 
is not relieved of any of its burdens, it is 
called upon to reduce its revenue. Th- 
asssertion of the board that the abolition 
of the tax in question will tend to increase 
the sale of salt is, after all, merely conjec- 
tural, and as the province has no other 
funds on which to rely to make up ary 
deficit, the suggestion of the Board that the 
deficit should be made up from some other 
funds is mere empty talk, In view of the 
considerations above set forth it only re- 
mains for the Memorialists to pray His 
Majesty to sanction postponement for a 
few months of the abolition of the tax in 

uestion,—The request is sanctioned by 
mperial Minute. 

LI HUNG-CHANG IN PEKING. 

6th Marct.—{1) the Grand Secretary 
Li arrived in Peking and was received in 
sudience. 
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(2) Kuo-lo-min-pu is appoiuted Director 

of the Court ef Imperial Eutertainment. 
PEKING.— VISIT OF THE VICEROY. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor-Gene- 
ral Li Hung-chang.— The Memorialist beys 
to state, with reference to the approaching 
journey of His Majesty to the Western 
Manusolea in attendauce upon Her Majesty 
the Empress, that the last occasion upon 
which the Imperial ruad and the bridges, 
etc., were put in order was the year 1874, 
and as it could not fail to be out of repair 
in many place, the financial commissioner 
was directed to depute officers to inspect 
the road in company with officials from the 
department known as the Hsiang Tao 
Ch'u, who act as pioneers ond are selected 
from the Imperial Goard. They found 
that it would not be necessary to make 
many detours in the road, but that the 
work involved in filling up water hollows 
and uneven places would be considerable, 
while in the I-chou and Fang-ehan districts 
there were two bridges which have to be 
built where drains under the road previous- 
ly sufficed, A bridge over the Ma river in 
the Fang-shan diatrict would aleo have to 
be lengubened sume 800 feet. The local 
authorities have already had the various 
sections which they are required to put in 
order severally assigned to them, and have 
been told to avail themselves of the help 
of the people in carrying out the necessary 
works, which sre to be begun at once, 
and substantialiy finished. Various other 
hecessary preparations are being made by 
experienced officers, who will avail them- 
selves as usual of the services of the 
people, exception from forced labour being 
granted as may be necessary in places 
where the people are in distress. Strict 
orders have also been given that no oppres- 
sion is to be allowed on the part of official 
underlings. As the Memorialist has 
much work on hand, he has deputed the 
Financial Commissioner to precede him 
and inapect the progress of the work, The 
river being now open, the Memorialist pro- 
poses to go to Tientsin on the 3rd of March, 
aud make arrangements for despatching 
officers from ‘Tientsin to take over the 
four fast cruisers from England and Ger- 
many. He has further to see to the trans- 
fer of certain regiments to Wei-hai-wei and 
‘Va-t‘ing-wan respectively. When these 
and other matters have been put in train 
he proposes to come up to Peking in ac- 
cordance with rule and to pay his respects 
at Court. After receiving the Imperial 
commands he will teave Peking and per- 
sovally superntend the carrying out of 
arraugments. Duriug the absence of the 


Financial Commissioner from Pao-ting Fu 
his duties will be performed by the judge, 
the Oustoms laotai taking charge of ordi- 
nary business at Tientsin after the Memo- 
rialist’s departure from that place. 

March 16th.—Audiences were this day 
granted to the Seventh Prince by Her 
Majesty the Empress, and to the Grand 
Secretary Li by His Majesty the Emperor. 


APPOINTMENT —IMPERIAL FACTORIES AT 
NANKING, 

(1) Kuang-ying is re-appointed superin- 
tendent of Imperial Manufactories at Nan- 
king. 

SZECHUEN—TAXATION OF SALT IN 
AREA. 


(2) Memorial from the Governor-General 
at Nanking asking permission to postpone 
the abolition of a special tax upou Sz-chuen 
salt in the Huai-an area until tue additional 
tax uyou Huai-an salt in the province of 
Hupeh has been taken off. 

The Memorialist is in receipt of despat- 
ches from the Governor-General of Sze- 
chuen and the Buard of Revenue respec- 
tively, informing him that His Maj-sty 
had sanctioned the abolition, from the 
commeucement of the present yexr, of 
the special tax upon Szechuen salt levied 
in the provinces of Kiangsu and Hupeh. 
He would observe with reference to 
this subject that permission was obtained 
from the Throne in January 1885 to levy 
a tax of 3 cash per catty upon Szechuen 
salt circulating in the Huai-au area, the 
proceeds being paid into the maritime de- 
fence fund. When tho application was 
made it was stated that the result of this 
taxation would be watched, and that the 
impost, which was only « temporary ex- 
pedient, would be taken off if it was found 
that it interfered with the sale of Szechuen 
salt, or that the revenues of Hupeh were 
depreciated thereby. The B-ard having 
now called fur the abolition of the tax, 
their wishes should naturally be given 
effect to, were it not for certain considera- 
tions which the Memorialist proceeds to 
submit. The tax was imposed to meet the 
urgent requirements of maritime defence, 
a similar tax of two cash per catty being 
simultaneously imposed in Hupeh upon 
Szechuen and Huai-an salt, Asa matter 
of fact, the impost bore more heavily on 
Huai-an than on Szechuen salt, the former 
being taxed by the yin and the latter by 
the package, and iu order to preserve a 
proper equilibrium, a tax of 3 cash per 
catty was levied on Szechuen salt in the 
Huai-an area. The returns for last year 
are not yet complete, but the returns fur 
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the year 1885 show that the sale of Sze- 
chuen sait in Hupeh was larger than in 
the two previous years, while that ef 
Huai-an salt in the same province fell off 
both in that and the following years, 
Upon receipt of the Board’s instructions 
the Memorialist wrote to the Governor- 
General of the Hu Kuang Provinces, 
informing him that he should not take 
off the tax ou Szechuen salt before he 
abolished that on Huai-an salt, and that 
both must be removed simultaneously Tu 
reply the Governor General sent him a 
copy of his memorial asking permission 
to postpone the abolition of the tax on 
Szechuen and Huai-an salt for several 
months, and the Memorialist would now 
request that he may be also allowed to 
defer the abolition of the tax of 3 cash a 
catty on Szechuen salt in the Huai-an area 
until such time as the tax on Huai-an salt 
is taken off in Hupeh.—The request is 
sanctioned by Imperial minute, 


March 17th,—Ciou Té-jon, Minister of 
the Tsung-li Yaméu and Tongking Boundary 
Commissioner, paid his respects on return- 
ing to Peking and was received in Audience. 

Audience was also given to the Grand 
Secretary Li Hung-chang. 


(1) A Decree let the brevet rank of Go- 
vernor of a province be bestowed upon 
T'ang Chiung, who will assume the manage- 
ment of mining operations in Yiiunan 
and be permitted to address the ‘Throne 
direct. All moneys which the various pro- 
vinces have to furnish towards the copper 
fund will be remitted to T‘ang Chiung in 
readiness for use.—Let the Yaméu con- 
cerned take cognisance. 

(2) O-lo-ho-pu is appointed a Chamber- 
lain at Court. 

THE EMPEROR—PALACE ARRANGEMENTS 

DURING ABSENCE OF. 


(3) A Decree ordering the following 
arrangements for the occupation of the 
palace to be observed during the absence 
of the Empress and Emperor from Peking. 
On the departure of the Emperor ou the 
30th of March, Prince ‘lun, the Grand 
Secretaries Eu-oh‘éug and You Ching- 
ming, and Fu-k‘un, Assistant Grand Secre- 
tary, will remain in Peking to look after 
matters generally. Prince Ch‘an, Eu- 
chéng, and Yen Ching-ming will take it in 
turns to sleep in the palace, and those who 
are not on night duty will disperse at 3 
p-m. Fu-k‘un will come to the palace every 
day, and will leave at noon, 

(4) Prince Tun is appointed Chamberlain 
of the Guards for the Bordered Yellow 
Banner Corps, Chin-ch‘i, of the second 
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order, being appvinted to a similar office 
for the Plain Yollow Banner Corps. 


GINSENG FOR THE PALACE. 


The Governor of Kirin reports that he 
has sent a consignment of wild ginseng 
roots to Peking for His Majesty’sause. Ou 
the 20th of December, 1886, the Memo- 
rialist, in reporting to His Majesty that he 
had sent some ginseng to the Palace, an- 
nounced that he had ordered the officers 
who had collected this consi -nment to make 
fresh search for more roots, They have 
now collected eight more large roots of wild 
ginseng and fourteen medium sized roots, 
the whole weighing eight ounces. The cost 
of procuring these roots, which have been 
packed in two boxes and sent by the hand 
of a special messenger to Pekin, was ‘I'ls, 
1,091.5. The money will be furnished 
from the ginseng duty receipts. 

March 18th.—Li Ch‘ang-lo, Commander- 
in-chief of Chihli, paid his respects at 
Court upon arrival in Peking, being sub- 
sequently received in Audience. 


PRINCE LI. 

Prince Li paid his respects at Court on 
the expiration of his period of mourning. 

(1) A Decree from Her Majesty the Em- 
press acknowledying the receipt of an ap- 
plication from Prince Li for permission to 
vacate his position as membor of the 
Grand Council, in accordance with consti- 
tutional usage. Her Majesty, while recog- 
nising the sincerity of the motives which 
have dictated this act of resignation, re- 
minds the Prince that the present time, 
when His Majesty has just assumed the 
personal direction of government, is pre- 
cisely tle period in which the Empress relies 
upon the assistance of the Princes and 
Ministers who have entreated her to con- 
tinue to exercise a supervisory control over 
the administration, ‘The Prince has shown 
an unwearying devotion to duty ever since 
his entry upon the duties of this office, and 
his services have been most valuable. The 
present is precisely the time at which he 
should be especially anxious to repay the 
confidence that has been reposed in him, 
and he will accordingly have to wait a few 
years before an answer is given to his appli- 
cation for permission to vacate so important 
an office. 


A NEW FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER FOR 
FORMOSA. 

(2) Shao Yu-lien is appointed Financial 
Commissioner in Formosa. He is ordered 
to proceed direct to his new post without 
coming first to Peking for audience. 
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SHENSI AND KANSU.—FURTHER LEAVE TO 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

A Decree acknowledging the receipt of 
an application from T‘an Chune-lin, Go- 
vernor-General of Shensi and Kansu, for 
permission to vacate his post on aecount of 
an affection of the eyes. His application 
for permission to retire is disallowed, but 
he is given an additional month’s respite 
from his official duties. 


, THE ‘* WAN NIEN CHING "—POSTHUMOUS 
| HONOURS TO OFFICERS DROWNED IN HER. 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of Formosa, 
submits a list of 28 officers who were 
drowned on the occasion of the sinking 
of the Chinese transport Wan Nien Ching, 
and requests that His Majesty will be 
pleased to sanction the bestowal upon them 
of posthumous marks of distinction ona 
liberal scale. The following are the names 
of the officers enumerated :—Ku Jung, 
expectant department magistrate; Kuo 
Yiin-chng, assistant district magistrate ; 
Wang Chung-hao, second clase assistant 
d-partment magistrate; Lu Tzu-hsin, as- 
sistant district magistrate; Ch‘éu Ming- 
ch‘i, assistant district mayistrate ; Yang 
Li-pén, assistant district magistrate ; Ch- 
6ug Ch‘éng-to, sub-director of studies ; 
Chou Hung-p‘u, officer of the 9th rank ; 
Lu Kuang-huai, officer of the 9th rank ; 
Jéu Ju-hsiang, hereditary noble of the 
8th grade; Liu Hsing-t‘ai, firet cap- 
tain; Hsia Chih-hsing, second captain ; 
Wang Chény-yiian, lieutenant ; Yang Wan- 
shuang, military rank of 6th grade; Su 
Kuang, lieutenant ; Ting P‘u-lin, officer of 
9th grade; Ch‘én Ying-shuo, department 
magistrate; Yang ‘Tien-hsiin, deparment 
Magistrate; Chang Wéun-ts‘ui, colonel; 
Wa K‘ai-shéng, major; Sung Hung-mo, 
first captain; Tso Ch’éng chang, seoond 
captain ; Chao Yiieh-san, second captain ; 
Wang Chia-pang, lieutenant; Wu Ch‘u- 
huang, literary graduate; Wu Tao-hsin, 
military rank of 5th grade ; Yeu Téng-kao, 
military rank 6th yrade.—The request is 
granted by Imperial Rescript. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

March 19h. —(1) Ma P‘ei-yao is appoint- 
ed Judicial Commissioner of Kuei-chow. 
Chia Chih-én is appointed Judicial Com- 
missioner of Honan, Tséng Chi-féng is 
transferred to Yiinnan as Financial Com- 
missioner. Li Yiiwn-tu is promoted to be 
Financial Commissioner of Kuei-chow. 

SZECHUEN—REWARDS FOR MILITARY 
PROFICIENCY. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 

General of Szechuen reporting the amount 
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expended by him during the past year in 
gratuities to officers, for proficiency in 
wnilitary exercises. The system of granting 
rewards to all officers, from general down- 
wards, for special proficiency in military 
exercises was, according to the Memorialist, 
inaugurated in the Two Kiang Provinces, 
and the rules there followed were adopted 
in Szechuen some 14 years ago. Under 
these rules three deyrees of merit appear 
to be laid down, viz: the class for extraor- 
dinary merit; the class for special merit, 
and first class. Generals, colonels, and 
m«jors who are placed in the extraordinary 
class are given 16 tiao a month, and other 
officers in proportion, according to their 
class, lieutenants of the Ist class drawing 
4 tiao a mouth, Military graduates of the 
second grade are paid ona reduced scale, 
viz: 56 tiao a month for the -xtraordi- 
nary class, 3 tiao for the s:ecial class, 
and 2 tiao for the first class. During 
the period commencing with March, 1866 
and ending with January, 1887, el-ven 
examinations were held, and 4,969 ti:o 
were expended, being equivalent to Ta, 
8,000, which were drawn from the lekin 
receipts, The number of officers drawing 
gratuities for one or other of the three 
grades of merit above described was: -Ge- 
nerals, colonels, and majors, 63 ; majors, 
captaing, and military graduates of the first 
grade. 144; lieutenants, sub-lieutenants, 
aud gradua:es of the second grade, 505. 
NANKING—DRESS MATERIAL FOR PALACE, 


(3) The Superiutendent of Imperial 
Manufactories at Nanking reports the com- 
pletion of a large order for gauze for dress 
materials required for the personal use of 
Their Majesties, The following is a list:— 
Bright yellow ganz» or erépe, 10 pieces ; 
dress brown gauze, 10 pieces; sapphire 
blue gauze, 10 pieces ; rice-coloured gauze, 
10 pieces; tea-coloured gauze, 10 pieces ; 
snow-tinted gauze, 10 pieces; moonight 
blue gauze, 10 pieces; shrimp black gauze, 
10 pieces ; dark grey gauze, 10 pieces ; and 
silver yrey gauze, 10 pieces. In addition to 
the above there ure ten robes embroidered 
in various ways. A separate statement of 
the cost will be submitted. 

March 20:h.—(1) Fu-yii is appointed 
Salt Commissioner for the Two Huai area. 

ASSAULT ON PALACE GUARD. 


(2) A Memorial from Duke Té, Captain- 
General of the Guard's Division, who begs 
tu lay the following facts before His Ma- 
jesty. On the LLth March, the Memoria- 
list was on duty at the Ching-yiin gate of 
the palace, and at 4 p.m. on that day the 
lieutenants on duty reported to him that 
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the secretaries on duty at the Tung-hua 
gate had made the following statement. At 
3 p.m., @ man with a carrying pole across 
his shoulders was observed to be making 
an attempt to enter the eastern cha-lan 
or postern, and was driven away by the 
officer and soldiers on guard. He thereupon 
threw down his carrying pole and ran to 
the stone flags outside the Tung-hua gate, 
where he was again stopped by the officer 
and men, Upon this he drew a knife from 
the breast of his coat and attacked Hai- 
lin-t‘ai, the officer of the guard, with it, 
wounding him on the forehead and cutting 
off three of the fingers of his right hand. 
He was then knocked down by the soldiers 
with the batons, kept at the gate, and 
arrested. Upon receipt of this report the 
Memorialist sent an officer to the Tung- 
hua gate to examine the prisoner, who 
refused to give his name or to tell the teuth 
about himself. He was accordingly placed 
for the time being in the police station 
outside the ‘l'ung-hua gate, and the Memo- 
rislist has now to request that His Majesty 
will give orders for this violent person to 
be handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments for rigorous interrogation, The 
wounded officer has been sent back to his 
regiment pending recovery. (For Decree 
see Gazette of 12:h March.) 


PROBATIONARY EXERCISES FOR SUBSTANTIVE 
OFFICIALS, 


(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shansi ackuowledging the receipt of the 
Decree on the subject of applications from 
provincial high authorities for permission 
to retnin the services of officers appointed 
to other provinces, or to defer sending 
them to their posts, which appeared in a 
receut number of the Gazette. The Me- 
morialist fully recognises the propriety of 
officers who are appointed by special De- 
cree being sent at once tv their posts, as 
they must have been selected by His 
Majesty upon a knowledge of their qualifica- 
tions. As regards those officers, however, 
who are selected by the board by rota- 
tion, their qualifications are unequal, and 
many lack the necessary experience, The 
Memorialist has tried an experiment with 
this class of officials which has been at- 
tended with very successful results. He 
has established a sort of school in which 
inexperienced officials go through a course 
of training in official work, and are taught 
to practice habits of diligence, economy, 
and self-respect, They are further taught 
the principles of procedure, of criminal law, 
taxation, etc., etc., in order to fit them 
for duty when the time cumes for them to 
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obtain substantive preferment. The suc- 
cess which has attended this system induces 
him to suggest that all officials appointed 
by the board should serve an apprentice- 
ship of three months in the yaméns of the 
finencial and judicial commissioners, or in 
those of the taotai or prefect, as the case 
may be.—Referred hy Imperial minute to 
the Board of Civil Office. 


March 21st.—(1) Shih chieh is appointed 
Taotai at Ning-haia in Kansu. 

(2-3) Decrees appointing officers to act 
for Hsichén, President of the Board of 
Civil Office, Minister of the Tsungli Ya- 
mén, ete,, who has gone into mourning for 
the death of a parent, 


CHARGES AGAINST A LEKIN COLLECTOR NEAR 
SHANGHAI, 


(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangau reporting the result of an en- 
quiry into the conduct of a certain lekin 
collector called Wang-t‘ing stationed at 
the Min-hong barrier near Shanghai, who 
was denounced to the Throne for making 
use of dishonest subordinates who extorted 
money from boats that passed the barrier 
and detained them on various pretexts, 
A careful enquiry into the conduct of this 


officer, instituted by the Taotai at Shanghai, ° 


has shown that the general charges against 
him are inoerrect, but with regard to a 
specific accusation brought by hisdenouncer 
that he detained, and his agents assaulted, 
a literary graduate who was returning from 
the examinations at Peking, the following 
has been fouud to be the true history of 
the case; 

During the absence of Wang-t‘ing at one 
of the branch Stations a boat passed by the 
Min-hong barrier without anchoring and 
was hailed by oue of the examiners called 
Niu. The boatman then came to an anchor 
and explained to Niu and tne tide-waiters 
he brought on board, thathe had not thought 
it necessary to stop because he was carrying 
a literary graduate as passenger who was 
returning from the examinations, and he 
objected to his boat being searched. This 
led to a dispute, and the boatman was 
seized by the tide-waiters, an examiner 
giving him a blow with his open hand. At 
this juncture the graduate appeared on 
deck aud commenced to abuse the customs 
officers, but fortunately no blows were 
exchanged. It is nut trus, as stated in the 
Memorial, that the graduate’s clothes and 
shoes were destroyed or that his face was 
hurt, The graduate went to the lekin office 
to see the Superintendent, but for the 
reason ‘above given the latter was absent, so 
bhe graduate, finding his boat was detain- 
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ed, returned to Shanghai in another boat, 
taking his keys with him. The next day 
the examiner revisited the boat, but could 
not inspect the trunks as they were locked. | 
When Superintendent Wang returned and 
heard what had happened he went at once 
to Suanghai to call on the graduate, but the 
latter would not see him, so the Superin- 
tendent returned to his station. Some three 
days later a friend of the graduate called 
on the Superintendent and explained that 
the trunks contained nothing but a few fur 
clothes that the graduate had bought, aud 
the boat and ita conteuts were forthwith 
released, having been detained altogether 
six days. Wang has already left the station 
for another, and the Memorialist propuses 
to suspend him from duty and tu have him 
up tothe provincial capital to see how he 
behaves himself. The two examiners will 
not be allowed to be employed again at auy 
station, 


OFFICER DROWNED IN ‘* WAN NIEN CH'ING ” 
COLLISION. 


March 22nd.—(1) ‘The Governor of 
Formosa requests the bestowal of posthu- 
mous honours on a liberal scale upon Shén 
Yiian-chang, an Expectant Magistrate of 
Kansu, who was drowned by the sinking 
of the Wan Nien Ch'ing. This otticer, who 
was a native of Haugchow, and a literary 
graduate, went over to Fo: mosa two years 
ago as a volunteer, and was employed in 
the commissiariat department, where he 
performed his duties with intelligence and 
honesty. In May, 1886, he went to, Peking 
and presented himself as a candidate at the 
Ch‘ao Kao, or Palace Examination, and 
was placed in the first cla-s, being put on 
magistrate’s list. Having drawn the pro- 
vines of Kansu as the field of his labours, 
and received his credentials from the 
board, he first went to Hangchow to look 
after the ancestral burial ground and then 


‘returned to Formoga to conclude some 


unfinished work, ‘This completed, he took 
passage on board the Wan Nien Ch‘ing, en 
route for Kansu, and was drowned in that 
vessel when she sank, his credentials, 
which were on his person, being lost with 
him.—The request is referred to the board 
concerned, 


CONTRIBUTION TO YELLOW RIVER WORKS, 


(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
transinission of the sum of Tls, 30,000 
which that province has been called upon 
to contribute to the Yellow River Works, 


TRIBUTE FROM TIBET. 


(3) A Memorial from 8é-leng-o and 
Ch‘ungkang, Imperial Residents in Tibet, 
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party, charging him, however, with the 
extra expense. ‘The limit thus laid down 
will preserve the people from being haraas- 
ei. The Memorialists have the honour to 
aubmit separately a detailed list of the 
various articles of tribute presented by the 
Dalai Lama, Hutukhtus, Kalons, Djassaks, 
and Lamas, They have further addressed 
letters to the Mongolian Superintendency, 
the high authorities of Szechuen, and the 
other provinoes along the route, requesting 
them tv give the necessary instructions, 
They now present this humble Memorial 
praying, etc, eto, It is also their duty to 
state that the Memorialist Ch‘ungkang has 
already vacated his post.—Autograph Re- 
aoript: Let the yamén concerned take 


note. ‘The list of tribute articles is re- 
turned. 
March 23rd.—Prince Ch‘ing returns 


thanks for birthday presents bestowed 
upon him. 


APPEAL ON BEHALF OF CASHIERED OFFICER, 


(1) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Foochow commending the ser 
vices of Lin Shon-t‘u, formerly Financial 
Commissioner of Shansi, who was cashiered 
some time ago for :emissness in the forwar- 
ding of pecuniary assistance to the army 
of the north-west. After his dismissal he 
returned to Fuhkien, his native province, 
where he continued to preserve the quiet 
habits of scholarly refinement which charac- 
terised him. Four years ago he was direc- 
ted by Imperial «decree to come tou Peking 
for presentation at Court, but was allowed 
to postpone compliance with this summons 
on the ground of ill-health, Then came 
the French difficulty, and he was given a 
button of the fourth grade and appointed 
high officer in charge of trainbands. He 
acquitted himself of the duties of this 
post with zeal and energy, and it was 
due to his efforts that a large force of 
trainbands was raised throughout the pro- 
vince and imbued with a common spirit of 
animosity towards the enemy. It was 
undoubtedly upon this force that reliance 
was placed for tranquillity within and the 
resistance of insults from without. The 
goutry who assisted Lin Shon-t‘u in his 
wotk have been recommended by him to 
His Majesty for rewards, but he himself 
has not ventured to call attention to his 
awn labours, The Memorial concludes 
with a atrong commendation of Lin Shon- 
t‘u’s talents, worth, and experience, and 
submits a proposal that he should be 
given further employment—By an Imperial 
Minute appended to the Memorial, Lin 
Shon-t‘u is ordered to come to Peking for 
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presentation at Court by the Board of 
Civil Office. 
APPOINTMENTS GAZETTED. : 
24th March.—(1) Ying-hsii, Vics-Pre- 
sident, Board of Punishments, Moukden, 
Heiich‘ang, Junior Vice-President, Board 
of Ceremonies. K‘uei-jun, President, Board 
of Ceremonies, Sun-sén, President, Court 
of Censors, 


DEATH oF PRESIDENT, BOARD OF CEREMONIES 
(2) A Decree expressing the profuund 
regret with whioh His Msjesty hag received 
the announcement of the death of Yen- 
hsii, President of the Board ot Ceremonies, 
As an act of special grace a tolo pall is to 
be bestowed upon him, a member of the 
Imperial house, attended by ten officers of 
the guards, is off-r a libation before hig 
remains, Tis. 500 are to be granted from 
the Privy Purse for the expenses of his 
funeral, and all official penalties recorded 
against his name are to be cancelled, 


VISIT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF OHIHLI 
TO PEKING 

(3) Li Ch‘ang-lo, Commander-in-ohief of 
Chini, memorialises from Lu-i‘si, where 
he 18 at present occupied with questions of 
maritime defence, that he proposes to leave 
that place for Peking on the 13-h of Maroh, 
After paying his respects to ‘Their Majus- 
ties, he will go westwards and inspect the 
bridges, roads, etc., over which the Impe- 
rial party will travel, and see that all the 
officers and troops on duty are in their 
proper place. After this he will return 
and meet the Imperial Cortége, which he 
will follow to the Mausolea. 


MELTING OF ICE IN THE YELLOW RIVER. 
(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that from the month of December last, 
there was a succession of heavy falls of 
snow throughout the province, followed by 
intense cold, and the Yellow River was 
frozen more solidly than it generally is, 
On the 14th of February, the ice began to 
melt in the upper part of the river, but in 
the lower portion eastward of Hui-miu 
Hsien and in the neighbourhood of the 
mouth, where the cold weather continued 
longer, the ice still remained firm. The 
result was that the ice fluated down from 
the upper sections and piled lower down, 
causing a rise of water and dangerous 
pressure on the embarkments, By dint of 
great exertion accidents were prevenied, 
except in the two sections between Chiao- 
chia Chuang in Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien and 
Kuo-chia Chih Fang in Chi-yang Heien 
down to Wang-chia Ch‘iian, where there 
was @ large accumulation of water from 
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last year’s floods, and no earth to make 
up the embankments, The water sud- 
denly rose eight: feet in these sections, 
and there was an overflow. It happily 
subsided in six days, the ice having melted 
in the lower waters, and repairs have now 
been made, The Memorialist directed the 
Tao‘tai at Chefoo at the end of last year to 
try two pumps for pumping off the water 
in the places where it had accumulated, 
and earth couid not in consequence be 
procured for embankments, ‘hese pumps 
are now on their way from Chefoo, and as 
soon as the accumulated water has been 
pumped out, the works will be begun, It 
Will not be difficult to close the breach 
at Wang Chia-ch‘ian, but as long as the 
mouth of thé river is not cleared, there 
Will be a scarcity of labour and materials 
in thoxe places which have suffered annu- 
ally from flood, so that the work must 
necessarily proceed slowly. He proposes 
to leave the breach at Wang Chia-ch ‘iian 
until the mouth of the river has been 
cleared and the embankments in the upper 
waters are finished, 
GENERAL CONVICTED OF FRAUD. 

26th March.—The Governor of Shaniung 
repor's that an officer of general’s rank 
called Chou Li-lien, in command «fa cavalry 
regiment under the Memorialist’s control, 
has recently heen discovered to have drawn 
pay for fifty men more than he had actually 
under him, the regiment, which should 
consist of 260 men, being only 200 strong. 
The money thus fraudulently ob'ained by 
Chou Li-lien amounted to Tis. 3.905, and 
Chou, having been suspended, was call-d 
upon to dirgorge, but he only paid up 
Tis. 1,000, aud then went away furtively 
on the pretext that he was going to act as 
agent for the sale of office and titles, Chon 
Li-lien’s home is in An-jén Haien in Hunan, 
and the Memorialist would request that 
His M jesty will be pleased to direct that 
he be sent back under arrest to Shantung 
with a view to the recovery from him of the 
balance of his defalcations and his further 

unishment as may be necessary.— Imperial 

inute:; Let Chou Li-lien be cashiered as 

a preliminary step, and let action be taken 
in other respects as requested. 

Mare! 26th.—Ch'én Wei-chou is ap- 
pointed Taotai of the An, Hsiang, Yiin- 
ching Circuit in Hupeh, 

[There are no documents of importance 
in this day’s issue. ] 

ARRANGEMENTS DURING ABSENOE OF 
EMPEROR, 


March 27th.—(1-2) Decrees nominating 
custodians ‘of thie seals and keys, of the 
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military high officers who have been 
selected to xccompany the Imperial party 
on their approaching visit to the Western 
Mausolea. 

(3) A Decree directing the high officers 
in charge of the road along which their 
majesties are to pass, and the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang, to exercise a atrict 
supervision over their respective subor- 
dinates, and to see that neither these nor 
the eunuchs who accompany the Imperial 
party are guilty of oppression or tyranny 
in their treatment of the people along the 
line of route, 


APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENT. 

(4) Uh‘én-chin, Sub-director of the Court 
of State Coremonial, is allowed to vacate 
his post on the ground of ill-health. 

(5) Sung-shéu and Cha-In.féng-a are ap- 
pointed Superintendents of Live-stock and 
House Duty for the eastern and western 
divisions of Peking respectively. 


GOVERNOR (OF HONAN WISHES TO RETIRE. 

(6) Ths Governor of Houan asks permis- 
sion to retire from public servies on the 
ground of ill-health. He suffers from pal- 
pitation of tho heart, giddiness, and gene- 
ral nervous debility.—By an Imperial mi- 
nute appended to the Memorial he is 
granted one month’s respite from duty, 
PRINCE LI WISHES TO VACATE HIS POST AS 

SENIOR MEMBER OF THE GRAND COUNCIL, 

(7) A Memorial from Prince Li asking 
for permission to resign his position ag 
Senior Member of the Grand Council now 
that His Majesty hs assumed the personal 
control of government. He bases this ap- 
plication upon a precedent afforded in the 
4th year of Chia-ch‘ing, when Prince 
Ch‘ény was called upon by Imperial Decree 
to vacate a similar post on the ground that 
the tenure of that post by an officer in the 
position of the prince was unconstitutional, 
(See Gazette of March 18th.) 

FIRST INSTALMENT OF TRIBUTE RICE 
LEAVES SHANGHAI. 

(8) The Governor of Kiangsu reports 
the departure from Shanghai of the fleet 
of junks carrying the first instalment of 
the tribute rice frem the five prefectures of 
that province, which is to go forward this 
year by sen. The fleet consists of eighty 
junks carrying 175,614 piculs, exclusive 
of 4,669 piculs for waste allowance and 
14,500 food supply and waste allowance 
for the junks, which left Shanghai, -for 
Ch‘ung ming on the 3rd of March. 

CHINESE DIPLOMATIC SECRETARIES. 
REWARDS FOR SERVICR. 

(9) Het Ching-ch ng, Chinese Minister 

for Germany, Frauce, vto., submits the 
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names of two officers attached to his staff 
who have completed a three years’ period 
of service abroad and are consequently 
entitled to reward under the regulations of 
the Chinese diplomatic service. Ch‘ing- 
chang, the senior of the two officers, whe 
is an expectant second class secretary of 
the Board of Works, used to be attached 
to the Legation at Paris, but was tempor- 
arily employed in London and St. Peter- 
sburg when the Paris Legation was with- 
drawn. He was re-appointed to Paris when 
the Lovation there was re-established in 
July. 1886, and has now completed his 
third pertod of three years’ service abroad. 
P‘an-ch ug, the other. officer, is a clerk of 
a Board, and also served in the Legation 
at Paris previous to its withdrawal and 
since its establishment, He has now com- 
‘pleted a first period of three years’ service. 
—By Imperial Minute both officers are to 
be rewarded for their services. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

March 28th.—Wé6n-ko is appointed De- 

uty Lieutenant-General at San-sing and 
Biswas » Deputy Livuteuant-General at Chin 
Chou. 

YUNNAN FU.— STAFF OF EXAMINERS AT. 


(1) ‘Lhe Guvervor General of Yiinnan anh 
Kueichow reports the receipt of a despatcd 
from the Board of Ceremonies, in which 
his attention is called to the fact that the 
number of examiners and other ofticers em- 
ployed at recent examinations for the degree 
of provincial graduate at Yiinnan Fu las 
been in excess of the number allowed by 
regulation for that province. He was r-- 
miuded that the law allowed 3 receivers ot 
essays, 1 sealer of the essays, 2 officers in 
the transcriber’s department, and 2 in the 
comparer’s department, and as no record 
ovuld be found of an application being made 
for permission to exceed this number an 
explavation was demanded. In reply the 
Momorialist has to state that the records 
ot the examination department were des- 
troyed during the rebellion, and when the 
examinations were resumed in 187°, when 
order was in & measure restored, the only 
record of previous examinations that could 
be found was a class list of 1844, in which 
it was found that the officers employed 
were 1 inspector, 7 receivers of essays, 3 
sealers of essays, 4 transcribers, and 3 com- 
parers, T'o this uumber one or two more were 
added at the 1370. examinations, as it was 
thought that more were necessary, and the 
numbers have been retained at successive 
examinations since, though whether or no 
the Imperial sanction was ever obtained 
for the employment of the numbers record- 
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ed as having been used at the 1844 examina- 
tions there is no means of ascertaining, as 
the archives have been lost. Be that as it 
may, the Memorialist is advised that the 
number of officers now employed cannot 
conveniently be reduced, and he according- 
ly prays that His Majesty will allow the 
present arrangements to become law,— 
Imperial minute; Let the Board of Cere- 
monies take eoguisance. 


YUNNAN.—FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER OF 
GOES INTO MOURNING. 


(2) The Governor-General at Canton 
reports that Yii Yin-sén, Judge of Kuang- 
tung, recently prometed to be Financial 
Commissioner of Yiitunan, has been obliged 
to go into mourning for the death of his 
mother, 


REMISSION OF DUTIES ON RICE. 


(3) The Governor of Kuangsi asks His 
Majesty to sanction the exemption of rice 
purchased in Anhui for relief purposes in 
Kuangsi from likin and duty en route.— 
Request granted by R-script. 

March 29 h.—[No documents of interest.] 

March 30th,.—Lhe Court Circular an- 
nounces that His M-jesty will start at 5 
am, to-morrow on the journey to the 
Mausolea, 


APPLICATION FOR LEAVE. 


(1) A memorial from Yen-hsii, President 
of the Board of Civil Ottice asking for an 
additional month’s leave in consequence 
of continued and serious illness, —The 
Mewmorialist is extremely grateful to His 
M-jesty for the two pertods of leave which 
have been graciously accorded to him, He 
rezrets to say that the illness caused by a 
chill which he caught some time ago remnins 
unabated. His feet continues to swell cou- 
stantly, and his cough still comes and goes, 
andiu spite of the numerous medicines he has 
taken his sleep and appetite are still impair- 
ed. The Memorialist would not venture at 
his age—for he is not yet past six!ty—to seek 
his ease, but the post he holds is an im- 
pertant one, not to mention that he has 
further to exercise a superintendence over 
the Courts of Sacrificial Worship and S:ate 
Ceremonial, and it weuld not be expedient 
that the work of these various depart- 
ments should be delayed by reason of his 
ill-health, (For Decree announcing the 
death of this Memorialist see Gazette of 
March 24th), 

REWARDS FOR CAPTURE OF PIRATES. 

(2) The Governor-General at Canton 
submits the names of a number of officers 
who have been active in the capture of 
pira'es on the coast of that province, as 


46 


[Mar. 30—Aprin 3. 


NN 


well as a number of fugitive rebels con- 
cerned in the rising in the Kuei-shan dis- 
trict some two years and more ago. 


REMITTANCES SENT 10 PEKING. 

(3) The Governor of Ché -iang reports 
the receipt some time since of a despatch 
from the Board of Revenne, reminding 
him that a debt of ‘I'ls. 568,000 was due 
from Chékiang upon the contributions 
which that province was called upon t» 
furnish to the Metropolitan Defence Fund, 
and that Tla. 2000 were due from the 
Liang O18. In spite of the presentation 
by the board of a Memorial to the Throne 
asking that the whole of this deficit might 
be paid up, Chdkiang was still Tis. 559,000 
in arrears, and not a fraction of the Liang 
Ghd debt had been paid. The board had 
accordingly requested His Majesty to direct 
the Board of Civil Office to determine 
the penalties to which the responsible 
officers had rendered themselves liabie. 
The Memorialist, having consulred the 
Finaucial Commissioner, has wew to re- 
port with regard to the remittance for 
1885 in aid of the Metropolitan Defence 
Fund, that the general question of defence 
was then urgent, and other calls were 
made on the exchequer at the same time, 
while this year further remittances for 
special purposes have to be sent to the 
board, to whom Tis, 180,000 have already 
been forwarded. Tis. 150,000 were re- 
mitted last year, it may be pointed out. on 
account of the Metropolitan Defence Fund, 
and Tis. 12,000 have now been raised with 
much difficulty as a further payment to 
that fund.—Imperial minute: Let the 
Board coucerned teke cognisance. 

(4) ‘The same officer reports the despatch 
to Peking of Tis, 20.000 being the second 
instalment of the Tlx. 40,000 which the 
native Customs at Ningpo was required to 
forward for the year 1886 to Pekin. 

March 31st to Aprit lst.—(During the 
absence of the Emperor the Guz tte doves 
not appeer daily.) 

APPEALS TO THE EMPEROR. 

(1) A Decree directing four people who 
presented petitions to His Majesty to be 
consigved to the Board of Punishments for 
rigorous interrogation. : 


REMISSION OF TAXATION 

(2) A Decree directing that thirty per 
cent, of the land tix in the departments 
and district: of Wan-pSfing, Liang-heiang, 
Cho Chou, Fang-shan, Lai-shui, and T- 
chou, through which the Imperial road to 
the Mausolea ruus, shall be remitted fur 
the present year, ‘ 
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REWARDS FOR CAPTURE OF PIRATES. 

(3) The Governor-General at Canton 
solicits the bestowal of marks of approba- 
tion upon a number of otticers who have 
displayed energy in making raids upon 
pirates in the neighbourhood of A-po Wan, 
between the Lien-chow peninsula and An- 
nam, That portion of the coast westward 
of Pakhoi known as Chiu-t‘ou Shan and 
A-po Wan was the haunt of numbers of 
pirates, who suddenly put to sea and har- 
ried the coasts of Lien-chow, and Kiung- 
chow, where they landed, and plundered 
and murdered the resident popuiation. As 
earlier reported by the Memorialist, he 
directed General Féug T'zu-ts‘ai, at the end 
of the year 1885, to despatch a squadron 
of steamers and junks against these pirates, 
the crews of which landed and destroyed 
their villages and retreats. In accordance 
with the permission then obtained from 
His Majesty, the Memorialist has now the 
honour to aubmit a list of the most deser- 
ving of those officers who have contributed 
to the extermination of these pirates and 
securing the safety of those waters, to the 
eminent. advantage of Chinese and foreign- 
ers.— By Imperial minute appended to 
the Memorial the board concerned is to 
take the list of recommendations into con- 
sideration. 


NINGPO.— CUSTOM RECEIPTS AND 
REMITTANCES AT. 

(4) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that the total receipts of the Ningpe 
Customs from natives and foreigners during 
the huudred and fifth period, commencing 
with the Ist of October and ending with 
the 31st of December, 1886, amounted to 
Tle- 220,376.9.6. Of this amount forty 
per cent., viz., ‘lls, 88,!50.7.6 2 has to be 
remitted to Peking. Of the latter sum Tis. 
5 000 goes towards a fund which appears 
to be called the militery pay augmentation 
fund, and the rest apparently to the ad- 
miralty department. The money has been 
seut by bills of exchange. 


METROPOLITAN CHARGE UPON KUANGTUNG 
REVENUES. 

(5) The Governor Genera] at Canton re- 
porta the deapateh of Tis, 72.160, being a 
first. instalment of the Ila, 200,000 which 
the salt revenues of the Kuangtung pro- 
vince are required to provide this year for 
Peking. 

APPEALS TO EMPEROR. 

April 2nd and 8rd.—(1) A Decree con- 
signing two women who presente! petitions 
to His Majesty to the Board of Puuish- 
ments fur rigorous inb-rrogation, 
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EMPEROR FINDS FAULT WITH THE ROADS. 

(2) A Decree. —Some time ago We direct- 
ed the high officers in charge of the roads 
to see that «a proper inspection was made of 
the route along which We were to travel, 
but We noticed a great number of cart 
tracks on the road over which We passed 
this day, which is a sufficient imdication 
that due watchfulness tas not been dis- 
played. We hereby commend the high 
officers in charge of the roads personally 
to superinted the inspection thereof, aud 
to see thit no further carelessness is dis- 
played, under pain of punishment. We 
further command Li Hung-chang to sup- 
erintend the careful repairing and filling 
up of unevennesses in the roads by the offi- 
cers under his command, that they may be 
uniformly even and smooth. Any further 
carelessness or scamping of working must 
be promptly denounced in the proper 
quarter and punished. 


RETURN OF | XECUTIONS IN THE C1NTON 
PROVINCE. 

(3) The Governor-General at Canton 
furnishes a ninety-fourth return of sum- 
mary executions carried out in that pro- 
vince during the three mouths ending with 
the 3rd of November, 1886. One hundred 
and forty-two individuals convicted of 
brigandage in various forms were executed 
during this period, as by special list for- 
warded to the Board of Punishments, who 
have also been furnished with copies of the 
depositions in each case. A separate 
retuen of executions for piracy will be 
submitted to the Throne. 


CAPTAIN DENOUNCED FOR BURNING FOUR 
MEN ALIVE. 

(4) The Governor of Kueichow requests 
that an officer of captaiu’s rank called Hu 
T‘ing-jui may be cashiered with a view to 
being placed on his trial for having burnt 
four men alive who had been guilty of acts 
of incendiarism.—The request is granted 
by Rese: ipt. 

PENALTIES FOR BEING AWAY FROM STATIONS. 


April 4:h and 5th.—l A Decree 
acknowledging receipt of a report from 
the Board of Civil Office announcing the 
penalties to which certain officers have 
rendered themselves liable for not being at 
their stations on the road to the Mausovlea. 
Féng-lich, Sub-chancellor of the Grand 
Secretariat. and Ch‘ung-wén, Tutor of the 
Imperial Academy, are both find one year’s 
salary for the above offence. Féug-lich, 
being out of position on two occasions, 
should rightly be degraded two steps and 
and removed from his post ; but as an act 
of special grace the penal'y for the secoud 
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offence is commuted to deprivation uf rank 
with retention at his post. 
REWARDS TO OFFICERS ON DUTY AT 
REST-HOUSES. 

(2) A Decree ordering a gratuity of half a 
Munth’s pay and rations to be bestowed 
upon the lieutenants, petty officers, and 
soldiers on duty at the four rest-houses 
occupied by Their Majesties on the road 
to the Mausolea, 

APPEALS TO EMPEROR. 

(3) A Decree ordering a literary graduate 
who pre-ented a petition to His Majesty 
to be handed over to the Buard of 
Punishmen's for rigorous interrogation, 
GRATUITIES TO IMPERIAL CHAIR-BEARERS, 

(4) Au ingot of silver one ounce in 
welght is ordered to be bestowed upon 
each of the bearers of the Imperial chairs, 


MONTHLY REPORT ON CHEKIANG SEA WALL. 


(5) In accurdance with the rule by which 
a monthly report, accompanied by a 
diagram, has to be submitted to the 
Throne on the condition of the sea wall in 
the department of Jéu-ho and the district 
of Haining in Chékiang, the Governor of 
that province reports that the two freshets 
in the twelfth moon of last year passed by 
without damage to the walls or stakes. 


REMITTANCES FOR THE YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


(6) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the remittance of Tis, 190,000 to Shantung, 
being the coutributiou demanded from that 
former province towards the Tls. 2,240,000 
required for the Yellow River Works. In 
accurdance with instructions received from 
the Board of Revenue, this sum has been 
drawn from the revenue derived from the 
increased lekin on foreign opium. In 
announcing the despatch of this remittance 
the Governor takes the opportunity of 
pointing out that the collection of the 
additional lekin on foreign opium is not, 
as the board seemed to imagine from the 
instructions issued by them, under the 
direction of the Customs Taotai at Ning. o, 
but is managed by the lekin bureau. 

REMITTANCES FROM CHEKIANG TO PEKING. 

(7) The same officer reports the despatch 
of ‘i'is. 60,000, representing the third in- 
stalment of the Tis. 100,000 which the 
province of Chékiang was called upon to 
contribute to Peking for last year out of 
the lekin receipts. 

MORE APPEAUS TO THE EMPEROR. 

April 6th and 7th.—Four more indivi- 
duais who presented petitions to the 
Emperor are consigned to the Board of 
Pauishments for interrogation. 


METROPOLITAN CHARGES ON CHEKIANG 
LAND TAX. 


April th and 9th.—(1) The Governor 
of Chékiang acknow edges the receipt of a 
communication from the Board of Revenue 
annoucing that the Metropolitan charge on 
the Chékiang land tax for the present year 
has been fixed at Tis. 400,000. ‘he annual 
revenue frum the Chéxiang land tax is, 
properly speaking, over Tls. 2,100,000, 
but since the rebellion much land has lain 
fallow, upon which taxation has to be re- 
mitted. Continuous bad harvests have 
contributed to decrease this revenue, which 
has now diminished to such an extent as 
to be only just sufficient to meet local 
expenditure, leaving a large deficit to be 
made up on account of grants in aid to 
other provinces and metropolitan charges. 
The latter, however, being of supreme 
importance, it only remains to follow the 
precedent earlier established, viz., to post- 
pone the making good of deficits on other 
accounts, and to raise the requisite amount 
from various sums in hand, making good 
auy deficit from the land tax collection. 


MILITARY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CHEKIANG. 
(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that during the second half of last year 
(Chinese) the sum of Tls 189,000 (?) was 
contributed from the land tax receipts of 
Chékiang towards various items of military 
expenditure. The following is the list 
given by the Memorialist ; Two brigades 
under general Lei Chéng-wan (in Man- 
churia) and other charges, Tls. 91,000; 
contribution to Huai division (? Man- 
churia), Tis. 10,000; refund of foreign 
loan, Tls. 20,000 ; frontier defence force, 
Tis, 50,000 ; monthly payments to General 
Lei Chéng-wan, Tis. 9,000; Anhui pay- 
ments, ‘I'ls. 110,000 ; total, T's. 290,000. 
CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS ERECTION AND 
ARMING OF FORTS IN FORMOSA. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that he has been instructed by the Board, 
with His Majesty’s approval, to remit 
Tls. 100,000 to Formosa as a contribution 
towards the construction and arming of 
forts in that island. The Board informed 
him that he was to supply this contribution 
from the revenue realised by the additional 
charges levied on salt and salted prepara- 
tions, Ou reference to the financial and 
Salt Commissioners, those officers have 
reported that the total revenue derived 
from the sources indicated was Tls. 173,769, 
Dols, 1,844, and copper cash 5,403 strings 
odd. Of the above amount all but 
Tis, 21.212, Dols. 1,844, and cash 863 
strings have been spent in maritime defence, 
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or repairs to the sea wall, and the commis- 
sioners have no funds, they say, in hand to 
make up the balance of the amount de- 
manded. They suggest that the sum of 
Tis. 20,000 which they have in hand should 
be remitted at once, and that His Majesty’s 
sanction should be obtained for drawing 
the balance from some other source. The 
Memorialist has directed the Commie- 
sioners to despatch the ‘I'ls. 20,000 at once, 
and to report further as to how the re- 
mainder is to be provided for. 

April 10th.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that the Marquis Tséng reported 
himself previous to starting for the Hastera 
and Western Mausules, 

APPEALS TO EMPEROR. 

(1) A Decree ordering nine men and six 
women who presented petitions to the 
Emperor to be consigned to the Board of 
Punishments for rigorous interrogation. 
Auother individual who pushed into the 
van of the procession with the intention of 
presenting a petition isalso consigned to the 
Board of Punishments for interrogation. 


DONATION TO CHAIR- BEARERS, 


(2) A further gratuity of one tael is 
ordered to be bestowed from the privy 
purse on each of the bearers of the Im- 
perial chairs, : 


DEATH OF ACTING GOVERNOR OF TARBAGAT‘AL, 

(3) A Decree announcing with deep re- 
gret the death of Ming-ch‘un, formerly 
Acting Governor Hami and Tarbagat‘ai, 
who was recently allowed to retire on the 
ground of ill-heath. Posthumous honours 
on a liberal scale are awarded the deceased 
officer. 

MORE APPEALS TO THE EMPEROR. 


(4) ADecree ordering eight more persons, 
amongst them a Movgol woman, who ap- 
pealed to the Emperor, to be consigned to 
the Board of Punishments, 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE UPON 
THE IMPERIAL PARTY. 


(5) By the special order of the Empress, 
62 officers belonging to the Chihli brigade, 
known as the Chiang Pei Ying are each to 
receive the materials requisite for a coat 
with a pieced skirt, and Tls. 1,500 are to 
be distributed amongst 2,474 petty officers 
and soldiers who were also in attendance 
nupou the Imperial cortége. Ts. 400 are to 
be distributed amongat the 800 men of the 
T'ai-ning Chén division who were similarly 
employed. ‘he money is to be found by 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang and 
the General of the T'ai-uing Ohén Division 
respectively. 
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FIGHTING BE!WEEN SOLDIERS AT YUNNAN FO. 


(6) A long Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kueichow report- 
ing the result of an enquiry in'o the origiu 
of a riot that occurred at a theatrica: 
gathering outside the gate of Yiinvan Fu 
in the early summer of last year. The 
affair commenced with a fight between two 
soldiers who had been drinking at one of 
the booths. It was renewed the second 
day by one of these men, who struck a 
soldier of the patrol that had been sent to 
keep order. ‘There was a large crowd at 
the time, amongst whom were several sold- 
iers who halt broken bounds, and a general 
scuffle ensued, in which several persous 
were injured but no one was killed. A 
subsequent case of »ssault arose out of this 
disturbance, iu which a soldier was injured, 
and the offending individuals have been 
punished by beatiny, exposure,in the cangue, 
etc. Oue of the officers who was cashiered 
pending enquiry will have this sentence 
confirmed. Another officer who was cash- 
iered at the same time has since died. 


SUMMARY EXECUTIONS IN FUHKIEN, 


(7) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that there have been five summary 
executions in that province during the 
fourth-quarter of last year. 


TITHING CENSUT IN KUFICHOW, 


(8) The Governor of Kueichow, in re- 
porting the measures that have been taken 
for the annual scrutiny and taking of the 
census in that province by means ef the 
tithing system, states that the Prefect of 
Kuei-yang has reported that of the 65,0J1 
families of immigrants originally returned 
as having settled on the borders of the 
country of the Miaotzu on lands they had 
acquired by purchase or mortgage, 12,879 
have now been found to have to have moved 
elsewhere, leaving 52.116 families. During 
the period embraced between the years 
1831 and 1886, 10,790 families have 
separated from there parent homes and 
have separately established themselves, In 
the Hsing-i perfecture during the same 
period to the 4,134 families originally re- 
turnally returned 1,366 have been added 
by separation from the parent stock. All 
these have been duly entered on the tax 
legisters. 


DFCEASE. 


April 11th,—(1) The Governor of Hupeh 
reports the death of Shéng Chih-hsing, 
Taotai of the Au, Heian, Yiiu, Ching 
Circuit in that province. 
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LAND SAX RECEIPTS NANKING AND SOOCHOW. 


(2) ‘The Governor-General at Nanking, 
in accordance with regulation, begs to 
report that the Financial Commissioners at 
Nanking and Soochow respectively have 
sent in returns showing that the sums paid 
into their treasuries on account of land tax 
for 1885 were, at Nanking, Tls, 331,532, 
and at Svochow, Tis. 744,105. 

RETIREMENT OF OFFICIAL. 

April 12th.—(1) Féug Kuang-chu, Di- 
rector of the Imperial Stud C vurt, is allowed 
to retire on the ground of ill-health. 

PRACTISING FOR CEREMONIES AT TEMPLE 

OF AGRICULTURE. 

(2) His Majesty will proceed to the Tzu 
Kuang Ko to-morrow at the conclusion of 
his morning meal after business is over, 
and after resting there awhile will go to 
the Féug Tzé garden to rehearse the cere- 
monies to be observed on his approaching 
visit to the Temple of Agriculture. 

LOSS OF JUNKS LADEN WITH COPPER. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang provinces reports the receipt of a 
representation from the Financial Commis- 
sioner of Hupeh to the effect that the 
Magistrate of the Shih-shou district has 
reported as follows: On the 21st of De- 
cember last, a Kueichow official named 
Liu, who was in charge of a fleet of 
twenty junks laden with a million catties 
of lead on its way to Peking, suddenly 
encountered a gale of wind at a place 
on the river known a Lung Ch‘ao in the 
Shih-shou District, and while gale was at 
its height his junks had to make way for 
a steamer, with the result that four of 
them were sunk. Theriver at this point 
was very broad and the current so strong 
that nothing could be done to save the 
boats, but men were at once hired to get 
up the lead, of which a certain quantity 
was salved, but 214 950 catties still re- 
mained at the bottom. The remaining 
sixteen junks, carrying 785,050 catties, 
had been sent forward on their voyage. 
Tho Memorialist begs to state that the 
place where the mishap occurred is notori- 
ously dangerous, and there is no doubt 
that it was unpreventable, Orders have, 
however, been given that the lead which 
has sunk, must positively be recovered. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FROM HUPEH. 


(3) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
despatch of Tls. 200,000, being the first 
instalment of the ‘T'ls. 450,000 which that 
province is this year called upon to con- 
tribute to Peking from the land tax 
receipts, 





MILITARY SUCCESSES IN HAINAN. 


April 13th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a Memorial from the Go- 
vernor-General at Canton, who reports that 
Féng Tzii-ts‘ai, general in command of the 
forces in Hainan, who has been conducting 
the operations against the Hakkas and Lis, 
has, since his subjugation of the rebels near 
Kiungchow, inflicted chastisement upon 
those in the eastern, western, and central 
parts of the island, and has captured the 
rebel leaders. The action taken by the 
General being fairly adapted to the oppor- 
tunities and requirements of the case, he is 
presented, as an act of special grace, with a 
white jade thumb-ring, a dagger with a 
handle of white jade, one pair of large 
pouches and one pair of small pouches. The 
General, who is now advancing on Yai-chow, 
is directed to continue his policy of discri- 
minating treatment of the vicious and well 
disposed, and the combination of punitive 
and consolatory measures. In view of the 
pestilential character of the country, as 
described by the Governor-General, in which 
operations are being carried on, Her 


‘Majesty the Empress has been pleased to 


order that ten boxes of pills known as p‘ing 
an tan, or the pill of peace and tranquillity, 
which have been prepared for Imperial use, 
be bestowed upon the officers and men ofthe 
force. These pills will be distributed by 
General Féng Tzii-t‘ai, who will proclaim 
the Imperial will to the army under his 
command. 
APPOINTMENT. 

(2) Chang Ch‘-chiin is appointed Tao-tai 
of the An Su circuit in Kansu. 

GOVERNOR OF KUANGTUNG TAKES OFFICE. 

(3) Wu Ta-chéng, newly appointed Go- 
vernor of Kuangtung, reports that he as- 
sumed office on the 3rd of March. 

CHEKIANG TRIBUTE RICE. 


(4) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
that the first instalment of the tribute rice 
from Chékiang was despatched by sea-going 
junks from Ch‘ung-ming island on the 4th 
of March. The total amount of tribute rice 
that has to be sent this year by sea from 
Chékiang is 518,300 piculs odd. The first 
instalment consists of 251,000 piculs and 
upwards, of which 233,000 are sent forward 
by steamer and 18,400 by junk. 

FENG-T‘IEN PROVINCE. DECREASE OF REVENUE 
FROM BOAT FEES. 

(5) The Governor of the Féng-t,i‘en Pro- 
vince asks permission to be absolved from 
the necessity of forwarding to Peking the 
full amount of the revenue derived from 
fees on boats at which that province is annu- 
ally assessed. In the year 1860 the Board 
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of Revenue fixed the annual amount of fees 
from this source which were to be remit- 
ted to Peking at Tls. 180,000; but as this 
amount was found to be -excessive it was 
reduced to Tls. 120,000. The revenue from 
these fees fell off so greatly in 1885 and 
1886 that the board consented to relax the 
rule for those two years and to allow the 
actual revenue obtained to be remitted, but 
insisted that the regular quota should be 
resumed in 1887. The floods which occur- 
red last autumn caused such wide-spread 
distress that relief had to be granted on a 
large scale, and the crops, upon which the 
item of revenue in question is absolutely 
dependent, have fallen far short of the 
average. So much so, that last year’s col- 
lection from boat fees only amounted to 
Tis. 66,300, or less than seventy per cent. 
of the assessed amount, and it is certain 
that there will be a large falling off this 
year.—Referred by Imperial Minute to the 
board concerned. 


APPLICATION FOR TABLET FOR TEMPLE. 


April 14th.—The Governor of Shantung 
reports the receipt of a representation from 
the Financial Commissioner who states that 
the Magistrate of the Wén-tén District an- 
nounces the receipt of a petition from 
several of the gentry of that district bring- 
ing to his notice the assistance which has 
been rendered to mariners and others by 
the interposition of the deity of a temple 
known as the Lung-shén Miao, or Temple 
of the Dragon God. The presiding deity of 
this temple, which is situated on a hill 
about a mile to the southward of the district 
town, is the spirit of the wife of one Li, 
whose tomb is still in existence. Whenever 
prayers for rain have been offered to the 
spirit of this lady, or it has been appealed 
to by mariners when storms are raging, its 
silent aid has never failed to be rendered. 
A title was granted to the temple in the 
28th year of Tao Kuang, and in the year 
1861 when the town was in imminent danger 
of invasion by the Nien Fei rebels, a mist 
was suddenly seen to appear upon the hill 
on which the temple stands. In the midst 
of this mist banners were observed and 
countless soldiers ranged in battle array ; 
and the rebels were so alarmed at the spec- 
tale that they fled in dismay. Last year, 
too, when rain was sorely needed, a visit- 
ation was made to the temple by the offi- 
cials and gentry, whose prayers were 
promptly answered. In the autumn, when 
the country was in danger of inundation 
from excessive rains, prayers similarly 
offered were immediately followed by fine 
weather.—Reqestgranted by special Decree. 
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April 15th.—Shéng-t‘ai, Assistant Resid- 
ent in Tibet, reported himself at Court on 
the expiration of his term of mourning. 

The Court Circular announces that His 
Majesty will leave the palace for the Temple 
of Agriculture at 4.30 a.m. to-morrow, and 
at 10 a.m. will proceed to the Féng Hsien 
and Shou Huang Halls for the performance 
of ceremonial observances. 


PENALTIES FOR BEING out of STATION DURING 
JOURNEY TO MAUSOLEA. 


(1) The Board of Civil Office reports the 
penalties to which Féng-lieh, sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat, and Ch‘ung-wén, 
Tutor of the Imperial Academy, have 
rendered themselves liable, the former, 
for being out of his station on two occasions 
when His Majesty passed by on the way to 
the Mausolea, and the latter for having 
been once out of his station on the same 
occasion, The law lays down that any officer 
charged with the duty of meeting the Im- 

erial conveyance on the occasions of state 
journeys who shall] be once out of his station 
shall be fined one year’s pay ; any officer so 
offending on two occasions being subject to 
deprivation of two steps of rank with re- 
moval to another post. (For Decree see 
Gazette of 4th April.) : 


BANK FAILURES AT FOOCHOW. 


(2). The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports the failure of several cash banks in 
that city, and the pillage of these establish- 
ments and of the houses of the proprictors 
and others by the infuriated creditors aided 
by a mob of rowdies. He commences his 
report by explaining that the system of cash 
notes issued by cash banks was devised to 
meet the scarcity of ready coin and has long 
been in operation. The substantial bankers, 
who accommodate their note issue to the 
amount of their capital, are of course to be 
relied upon, but there are others, whether 
by reason of losses incurred by the proprietor 
or the dishonesty of his employés, who 
issue notes representing no capital fund, 
and as this system of business cannot 
be maintained very long, a crash comes 
one day or the other, arousing the in- 
dignation of the note holders who pro- 
ceed to destroy the bank and remove the 
contents as a set off against the notes which 
are dishonoured. The opportunity is also 
seized by many who are not note holders 
to join in acts of pillage, and though succes- 
sive Governors-General of the province have 
done their best to put a stop to this practice 
by punishment and exhortation they have 
never succeded in doing so entirely. It 
was considerations of this nature that in- 
duced the Memorialist, besides ordering the 
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executive to be constantly on the watch, to 


apply for and obtain His Majesty’s sanction 
to the experimental issue of a new copper 
cash, hoping to reduce the price of silver 
by getting a sufficient quantity of cash 
into circulation. In spite of all precau- 
tions, however, an instance of the kind des- 
cribed has recently happened at Foovhow. 
On the 11th of February, news reached the 
Memorialist that a cash bank situated in 
the south high street of the city, kuown as 
the ‘‘Ch‘un Féng” Bank, had closed its 
doors, and that everything in the establish- 
ment had been plundered or destroyed. 
The proprietor, Chuang Ting-yiian by name, 
who held the rank of Secretary of the Board 
of Revenue, lived close by, but when the 
disappointed note holders came in a body 
to his house to cash their notes he had 
already decamped with his family. His 
house was then pillaged, and the plunderers 
extended their operations fo the property 
of two people called Ch‘iu and Wang who 
lived in the same place, but disappeared 
like birds or beasts directly attempts were 
made to arrest them. A run was made 
at the same time on six other banks, who 
cashed the notes upon presentation ; but 
two newly established banks, the ‘‘ Héng 
Mei I” and ‘‘ Mei Lung I,” could not meet 
the demand and were obliged to close. 
These also were pulled down by the mob 
and the living rooms gutted of their con- 
tents. The authorities did their best to put 
down the disturbance, but they could not 
be everywhere at once ; and in the course 
of some three weeks another bank at Nant‘ai 
called the “Fu Yiian ” Bank was also 
plundered on closing its doors. Intense 
excitement prevailed, and there was very 
nearly a serious disturbance ; but by dint of 
vigilance on the part of the military and 
local authorities, the employment of soldiers 
as patrols, and the issue of stringent pro- 
clamations, quiet was at length restored. 
The whole trouble was caused by the closing 
of the ‘“‘Ch‘un Féng” Bank, the employés 
of which endeavoured to excuse them- 
selves on the plea that they had made an 
official report of insolvency at the magis- 
tracy, but that the magistrate had refused 
to place the official seals upon the bank 
when asked to do so. It was found upon 
enquiry that two of the employés, of the 
bank, not the proprictor himself, had gone 
to the magistrate’s yamén at about mid- 
night on the night of the 10th of February, 
but they declined to explain their errand 
to the gateman and went away on being 
refused admittance. In any case, the hour 


| was too late, and as the proprietor did not 
attend himself or present a petition there 





was nothing to vouch for the genuineness 
of the application. One of the employés of 
the bank on being summoned before the 
Court deposed that the capital of the 
bank was 12,000 strings of cash, against 
which there were liabilities to the extent 
of over 30,000 strings. The tipao deposed 
to having visited the bank at midnight on 
the 10th of February when he found the 
door open and lamps alight, but not a soul 
on the premises. A literary graduate called 
Wén Ch‘éng-hsi, who lived on the same 
premises as Chuang Tingyiian, the proprie- 
tor, further gave evidence to the effect that 
Chuang and his whole family had absconded 
during the night of the 10th, and it was 
after he had decamped that the house was 
looted. Hence it was evident that the 
“Ch‘un Féng” Bank was the fons et 
origo of the trouble, the other banks 
being unable to meet the run upon them 
that ensued. By the law prevailing in 
Peking, when banks fail the assets are 
seized and placed under official seal, the 
family of the defaulter being proceeded 
against for payment of the deficit. If 
this is not made good within a certain 
time the offender is punished in propor- 
tion to the amount of his defalcations, 
any persons guilty of plundering under a 
pretext of recovering the value of their 
notes being treated as ordinary thieves. 
Ten of the pillagers in the late riots have 
been arrested and have admitted their 
guilt; they will accordingly be punished 
as the law requires. Orders have been given 
for the arrest of the rowdies who assisted 
in the acts of violence above described, and 
these will be punished with the utmost 
severity. The district magistrate, who is 
severely to blame for his carelessness in 
allowing such an occurrence to happen, has 
been suspended from office, and the Memo- 
rialist has now to request that Chuang 
Ting-yiian, the proprietor of the bank, may 
be deprived of his official rank with a view 
to his arrest and the recovery of his defalca- 
tions by criminal process. He further asks 
that the magistrate may be deprived of his 
button and kept at Foochow to assist in 
effecting the arrest of the offenders at large. 
—Granted by Rescript. 
REPAIRS TO PALACE WALL AND RIVER 
- EMBANKMENTS AT JEH-HO, 

April 16th.—The only document of in- 
terest in this day’s issue is a joint Memorial 
from the Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
and the Governor of Jeh-ho with reference 
to the repairs which are about to be com- 
menced on the walls of the palace at Jeh-ho 
and certain sluices and embankments in its 
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pairs was fixed at Tls. 351,000, and the 
Board, having been directed to indicate the 
source from which the money should be 
provided, sanctioned the appropriation of 
contributions due from Kiangsi, Chékiang 
and the Canton Customs towards the army 
of the north-west. A further sum of Tls. 
80,000 for river works was provided by the 
Financial commissioner of Chihli. A revi- 
sion of the estimated expenditure has now 
been made, and the officers deputed to make 
the survey have reported that the estimate 
of Tls. 351,000 will probably be exceeded 
by something over ten per cent. This ex- 
cess, they explain, is due to the low price of 
silver and the rise in the cost of materials. 
The depreciation of silver, they learn, is 
accounted for by the rise in the value of 
copper cash in Peking and its vicinity, 
added to the scarcity of cash outside the 
wall and the necessity of ready money pay- 
ments. Additional expenditure will also 
apparently have to be incurred in the con- 
struction of preliminary earthworks. Opera- 
tions were to commence on the 19th of 
March, and the strictest economy will be 
practised. The Memorialists explain that 
even now the expenditure will be only one- 
half of the original estimate,’ and the labour 
of applicants for relief will be largely 
availed of. The Governor of Jeh-ho will 
personally inspect the progress of the work 
from time to time, and should it be found 
that strict economy has been practised as 
far as is compatible with durable work, the 
officers who have specially contributed to 
the attainment of this result will be re- 
commended to His Majesty for the bestowal 
of rewards when operations are concluded. 


REPAIRS TO DAMAGES CAUSED BY FLOODS IN 
T‘AI-YUAN FU, ETC. 


April 17th.—{1) The Governor of Shansi 
reports at some length the steps he proposes 
to take to repair the damages caused by the 
overtlow of the Fén River last autumn at 
T‘ai-yiian Fu and other places in the juris- 
diction of that prefecture. The extent of 
the damage done and the measures which 
had been taken for the immediate relief of 
the sufferers were duly reported to His 
Majesty at the time. The Memorialist 
explains that the country through which 
the Fén River runs is mountainous, and 
the bed of the stream may be likened to 
the edge of an axe of which the mountains 
which drain into it are the back, while T‘ai- 
yiian Fu itself being encircled by the river is 
protected with embankments or sluices, the 
conservation of which is of special import- 
ance. The neglect to repair these embank- 


vicinity. The final estimate for these re- | ments or sluices led to the serious mishap of 
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last year, and while it remains in its present 
condition the people are not safe for a 
single day, while the danger will be immen- 
sely increased when the summer rains come 
on. This work, and repairs to the city wall, 
public buildings, etc., will accordingly be 
put in hand seriatim when estimates have 

een prepared. Similar repairs will be 
undertaken in other places in the T‘aiyiian 
Prefecture, and the labour of the distressed 
population will be made use of in return 
for relief supplied. The wants of those 
who are unable to go any distance from 
home will also be attended to, and grants of 
seed corn will be given to those who are 
really not in a position to get it for them- 
selves. Contributions have been set on 


foot, but the sum required is large, and if | 


the amount raised is insufficient, a further 


report of the action which it may be pro- | 


posed to take will be submitted to His 
Majesty. 


STONE AND MATERIALS FOR PALACE AT JEH-HO. 
FENG SHUI NOT TO INTERFERE WITH 
QUARRYING. 


2) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
reports that the stone and other materials 


required for the building operations at Jeh- | 


ho, which have been referred to in an ear- 
lier Memorial (q. v.), must be quarried on 
the spot, and while respecting those hills 
upon which quarrying operations have been 
forbidden because they affect the ‘ pulse” 
of the land, it will be essential that 


hills which have already been quarried | 


should again be worked. The Memorialist 
hears that when repairs were undertaken 
three years ago at Jeh-ho the officials con- 
nected with the place entered into collu- 
sion with the occupants of the various 
temples and opposed the quarrying of 
the hills is every possible way on the 
ground that it interfered with the féng 
shui. The result was that work was stopped 
for several days to the great embarrassment 
of those concerned. The present operations 
being on a large scale it will not be expedient 
to allow a repetition of these malpractices 
to occur. The Memorialist accordingly 
proposes to denounce the responsible officials 
for incompetency, if questions of féng shui 
are raised, or owners are put up to place a 
high value on their property when disturb- 
ed. While in the act of inditing this 
Memorial an application in the above sense 
has arrived from the Superintendent of the 





Works, and the Memorialist would venture | 


to request His Majesty to direct the Board 


to take note of the foregoing particulars.— | 


Imperial Rescript: Let the Board con- 
cerned take cognisance. 
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EXPENDITURE AT NANKING POWDER WORKS. 


(3) The Governor-General at Nanking 
reports that he is informed by the officer in 
charge of the powder manufactory at Nan- 
king, in which, as earlier announced, addi- 
tional mills have been placed, that an extra 
grant of about Tls. 4,500 will be required 
this year for working expenses, the usual 
grant, inclusive of that for the intercalary 
moon, being Tls. 56,400 instead of Tls. 
52,000.—Imperial Rescript : Let the Board 
concerned take cognisance. 

REMITTANCE FROM SHANSI. 

(4) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
despatch of Tls. 100,000 on account of the 
Tls. 450,000 due this year to Peking from 
the land tax of that province. 

ADMIRAL OF FUHKIEN. RESUMPTION OF DUTY. 

(5) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that P‘éng Ch‘u-han, Admiral of 
Fuhkien, who has had three months’ leave 
in consequence of an injury to his left hand 
by the bursting of a rifle, is now convales- 


' cent and has returned to duty. He pro- 


poses shortly to start on the usual cruise of 
inspection. 

April 18th.—The Marquis Tséng reported. 
at Court on his return from the Mausolea. 


APPOINTMENT. 


(1) Wu-chiang is appointed Tutor of the 
Imperial Academy. 


HONOURS TO DECEASED OFFICER. 


(2) A Decree sanctioning an application 
from the Governor-General at Nanking for 
permission to erect a Memorial Temple to 
Fu Chu-hung, deceased, formerly Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Chiang-nan. 

COLONISATION OF CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

(3) A Memorial from Liu Chin-t‘ang, 
Governor of the ‘‘New Dominion” or 
Chinese Turkestan, reporting the results of 
the efforts that have been made to colonise 
that region on the military colonisation 
system during the past year, and giving 
returns of the expenditure incurred in the 
carrying out of the necessary arrangements. 
As earlier reported to His Majesty, the 
following rules for developing the cultivation 
and occupation of waste lands in Turkestan 
were drawn up some time since by the 
Financial Commissioner : Each householder 
or occupier was to receive a grant of 60 
mow of land, and was to be given three 
piculs of seed corn from the public store, 
together with a grant of Tls.6 for the pur- 
chase of farming implements, Tls.8 for 
building a house, and two plough oxen 
valued at Tis. 24. Two people were to be 
counted as a household or family, whether 





father and son, brothers residing together, 


or people hiring a hand or joining in part- | 


nership. In addition to the above grants, 
Ts. 1.8 was allowed for ‘‘salt and veget- 
able” money, and ninety catties of corn 
were given for food allowance. Thus in 
eight months, counting from the spring sow- 
ing, each householder cost the government 
Tls. 73.1, of which half was to be refunded 
in the first year and the balance in the 
next, due allowance being made for bad 
harvests. When the whole of the advance 
had been refunded, taxation was to com- 
mence. Beginning with the third year, 
half the regular land-tax was to be paid, 
and the full amount in the fourth. 

The regulations also provided for juris- 
dictional arrangements. Ten hu, or house- 
holds, were to be controlled by a t‘wn chang, 
and fifty by a t‘un chéng, one aver ytiain 
being placed over five of such t‘wn chéng, 
and these wet yiian, through whose hands 
all advances in the shape of loans and all 
other matters connected with the govern- 
ment of these colonists were to pass, were 
to be under the orders of the local, 
or territorial authorities. Thus the local 
authorities controlled the wei yiian, the wei 
ytiam controlled the t‘wn chéng, and the 
t‘un chéng controlled the t‘un chang, the 
ten householders forming the t‘un changq’s 
control, mutually guaranteeing and exercis- 
ing a scrutiny over each other. Hach t‘wn 
chéng and t‘un chang was given sixty mow 
of land, and advances were made to him on 
the same scale as ordinary householders, 
but the t‘un chéng drew a monthly pay of 
Tls.4, and each t‘un chang a monthly 
pay of Tis.2. The following is a list 
of the householders, or occupiers, at pre- 
sent established under the above rules 
in the undermentioned places: Ji-hua 
District, 306 households ; Ch‘i-t‘ai Dis- 
trict, 100 households ; Ch‘ang-chi Dis- 
trict, 104 households ; Fu-k‘eng District, 
53 households; Sui-lai District, 320 house- 
holds ; Chi-mu-lung sub-district, -66 house- 
holds ; Hu-t‘u-pi Sub-district, 74 Tieuse- 


holds; Hami Sub-prefecture, 45 house. 


holds ; Ching-ho Sub-district, 22 households; 
total 1,090 families or householders. The 
supplies of grain lent to the above house- 
holders weredrawn from the publicgranaries, 
and Tis. 49,800 were advanced tothemincash, 
exclusive’of building loans to the amount of 
Tls. 4,800 odd. After proceeding to state 
that all of the land-holders whose time has 
come to pay taxes on their land have not 
invariably done so, and that 1,340 piculs of 
grain which should have been paid in taxes 
was evaded by land-holders but have been 
‘recovered, the Memorialist goes on to say 
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that more expenditure will have eventually 
to be incurred in cutting and repairing 
irrigation canals. The convict settlers, also, 
are a source of expense, and as there are 
not enough funds to meet the cost of locating 
them it is proposed to apply the refunds of 
the loans granted to the regular colonists to 
the establishment of the convicts. Reports 
from Kashgaria, or southern Turkestan 
show that over 19,000 mow of land have 
been taken up by colonists, none of whom 
has required advances of money. 


RIVER WORKS IN SHANTUNG—MODIFICATION 

OF RULES FOR REWARD OF OFFICERS. 

April 19th.—({1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung requests the sanction of His Majesty 
to a slight modification of the rules under 
which officers employed in river works are 
entitled to recommendation for rewards. 
By the rules at present in force, there are 
two scales of merit for successful carrying 
out of river works. In the first class, or 
order of extraordinary merit, are placed 
officers who have successfully closed breaches 
in the embankments ; and officers who are 
employed in repairing embankments or 
guarding them during the three freshets are 
relegated to the second class, or the order 
of ordinary merit. While granting that the 
working of closing breaches is attended with 
hard labour and certain danger to life, pro- 
vided that the work is properly done there 
is no subsequent accident to be anticipated. 
The work of strengthening embankments 
and keeping them in order entails constant 
hurrying to and fro, mixing indiscriminately 
with soldiers and. workmen and standing 
about in all weathers in mud and slush, not 
to mention the penalty of making good from 
private resources any breakdown that occurs 
within the limit for which the work has to 
be guaranteed. Much night work, too, is 
entailed during the season of the freshets, 
and mishaps occur so suddenly that the 
officers have to be constantly with their 
men and to take the foremost place in 
positions of danger which are greater than 
those run in the repairing of breaches. 


ich are thus allotted results in the 
display of greater activity amongst officers 
employed in repairing breaches than amongst 
those whose duty it is to keep the embank- 
ments in.order, for the latter class, not 
unreasonably, regard their task as a 
dangerous one. The object of the majority 
of officers is to get on, and although there 
are not wanting men who will do their duty 
to the State and people: irrespective of 
rewards, it is none the less the case that 
many are actuated by motives of self 


NS inequality of the rewards for service 
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advancement in the public service. To 
remedy the present anomalous condition of 
things the Memorialist would suggest that 
@ certain number of officers of the second or 
embankment conservancy class, be allowed 
to participate in the rewards allotted for 
“extraordinary merit,” under conditions 
which he proceeds to describe.—Granted 
by Imperial Rescript. 


HONOURS TO A CENTENARIAN. 


(2) The Governor of Chékiang solicits the 
bestowal of the usual mark of Imperial dis- 
tinction upon a centenarian called Shuang 
Shu, a native of Chin-hsi Hsien in that 
province and a prefect by rank, who was 
born on the 9th day of the 10th moon of 
the 53rd year of Ch‘ien Lung. This aged 
man has three generations of sons, grand- 
sons, etc., and is universally respected 
by his friends and neighbours.—Request 
granted by Imperial Rescript. 


YELLOW RIVER WORKS. COMMENCEMENT OF 
OPERATIONS. 

(3) Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, 
reports that the Yellow River works were 
to be commenced at different places on the 
18th and 25th of February respectively, 
and that he himself proposed to leave 
Chi-nan Fu on the 19th of March to 
superintend the operations in person. 
Ordinary business is to be conducted by the 
Financial Commissioner on his behalf, but 
if anything important occurs he will return 
to the provincial capital to attend to it. 
WANG WEN-SHAO. APPLICATION TO REMAIN 

IN RETIREMENT. 


(4) The Governor of Chékiang submits 
an application on behalf of Wang Wén-shao, 
late Vice-President of the Board of Revenue 
and Minister of the Tsungli Yamén, for 
permission to remain in retirement. He 
was granted permission to vacate his post 
five years ago to minister tohis aged 
mother, who died in December 1884. 
Wang Wén-shao having now fulfilled the 
prescribed term of mourning, it is incum- 
bent on him to report himself for duty at 
Peking, but his health has been much 
impaired by the worry of domestic misfor- 
tunes since his return to his native place 
and the many sorrows that he has under- 
gone. He had, moreover, a serious illness 
last summer, and was many times in a 
critical condition ; so ill was he, in fact, 
that he is still confined to the house, and 
his medical attendants inform him that he 
will have to take extreme care of himself if 
he wishes to regain his normal state of 
health. Under these circumstances he 
begs the Memorialist to pray His Majesty 
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to allow him to remain at his native place 
until he has made a complete recovery.— 
Request granted by Imperial Rescript. 


NEPALESE TRIBUTE MISSION. 

April .20th,—The Imperial residents in 
Tibet report the arrival of the Nepalese 
tribute mission at Lhassa on the 13th of 
December last under escort from Nilam, on 
the Tibetan frontier. The members of the 
mission were the bearers of a tribute letter 
from the King of Nepal, which the memo- 
rialists have caused to be translated into 
Chinese, and they forward a copy of this 
translation with their memorial. The articles 
of tribute were duly inspected by the 
memorialists, who then gave the envoys and 
their following the customary banquet and 
presented them with satin, silver medals, 
purses, tea, sheep, rice, flour, etc. In ad- 
dition to the above they were presented by 
the memorialists, as a private donation, 
with Tls. 100 to meet any expenses they 
might incur on the road, and were given 
Tls.146 for the purchase of fur clothing, 
boots, ete. During the period that the 
envoys were at Lhassa they were instructed 
in the usages and etiquette of the Court, 
and after they had rested a while from their 
fatigues they were sent forward on their 
journey on the 16th of February, the 
articles of tribute being done up securely in 
oxhide wrappings. It so happened that at 
the date of their departure the usual annual 
gathering at the temples was going on, and 
as the commissaries, by one of whom they 
should properly be escorted, were engaged 
in the maintenance of order and could not 
be spared, an expectant magistrate called 
Liu Chiin-ch‘ang, temporarily employed in 
Tibet, and a guard of 19 men were deputed 
to escort them to Szechuen, whither Liu 
Chiin-ch‘ang, also, was bound. 

In a supplementary memorial they state 
that they have each selected a tusk of ivory 
from the presents specially sent to them by 
the King of Nepal, and have presented the 
envoys in return with satin, purses, snuff- 
bottles, etc., which were gratefully accepted 
on behalf of the the King. 

The King’s letter, which is appended in 
translation to the memorial, is in substance, 
to the following effect: He styles himself 
Erdeni, King of the Ghoorkas, and humbly 
prostrates himself with nine obeisances 
before the Throne of his Great Majesty, 
whose fostering kindness he compares to 
the everspreading vault of Heaven and the 
rays of the sun and moon; and extols his 
benevolence which is extended to a myriad 
kingdoms. He dredicts for His Majesty 
length of years as enduring as the mountain 
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of Hsii Mi, round which the sun and moon 
revolve, and he concludes his exordium by 
styling His Majesty the most Mighty, most 
Honourable Wenchu P‘usa, or Bédhisattwa 
Manchusri. The letter goes on to state 
that, in accordance with the custom which 
requires the King of Nepal to send tribute 
once every five years to Peking, he has 
this year selected the full complement off 
offerings which he had despatched by the 
hands of a principal and assistant envoy 
called respectively Kochi Jélapikarhmajéna 
and the Sardar Tijékomanla with their 
following, who were leaving the capital of 
Nepal on the 4th of August, 1886. In 
accordance with the course always pursued 
when events occurred in the writer’s king- 
dom which had to be reported to the Throne, 
he had petitioned their Excellencies the 
Residents in Tibet begging them to address 
His Majesty on his behalf. He hoped that 
due allowance might be made for the distance 
of Nepal from Peking and his unfamil 
liarity with the usages of the Court of ths 
Celestial Empire, and that his aspiration- 
towards civilisation might be taken into conl 
sideration. The writer then goes on to dwee 
upon the sincerity which has characterised 
the relations of his predecessors ever since 
their allegiance was tendered to China, and 
trusts that the erors and shortcomings into 
which the inexperience of youth may lead 
him may meet with that leniency which is 
extended to a slave, as he would fain be 
regarded, and that he may ever be the reci- 
pient of the Celestial bounty, for which he 
will be inexhaustibly grateful. He indites 


this letter upon the 4th of August, 1886, and | 


accompanies it with a respectful offering 
of a piece of gold satin brocade.—Imperial 
minute: ‘‘We have perused the letter.” 


RETURN OF TROOPS IN CHINESE TURKESTAN. 


April 21st.—A Memorial from Liu Chin- 
t‘ang, Governor of the New Dominion, or 
Chinese Turkestan, reporting the number 
of troops under his command during the 
first half of the year 1886. The numbers 
given include the men employed in road 
stations and offices, as well as those in the 
regular battalions. At the end of 1885 the 
troops, horse and foot, under the governor’s 
orders, including those commanded by the 
General-in-Chief at Owrumtsi, amounted to 
63 battalions and ‘‘ banners,” with the ad- 
dition of three companies (shao) of mortars, 
four companies of cavalry, and the men 
employed in the road stations and offices. 
During the second quarter of 1886 a new 
extra company of cavalry was raised for 
local service and attached to the command 
of the General-in-Chief, Chang Chiin. Also, 
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additional men were enlisted for service 
with the ‘‘ Ting Yiian ” Left Banner, which 
had been raised for service, and the said 
Banner was converted into the ‘Ting 
Yiian ” Left Battalion. Also, a new banner 
of cavalry for local service was enlisted, 
and enrolled as part of the Manas Brigade. 
Also, the ‘‘ Sui Ting” battalion of infantry 
for service at a distance was. disbanded and 
re-formed as the ‘‘Sui Ting” Centre Banner. 
At the end of the half year there were thus, 
64 battalions and banners, with 3 companies 
of mortars and 5 companies of cavalry, 
making a total of 21,148 officers and men, 
besides114 supernumerary officers belonging 
to battalions or companies, and 9,075 camp 
followers, and public or private grooms, and 
burden carriers. Further, one office was 
abolished, viz., the Hami Fuel and Forage 
Office. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR FORWARDING SUPPLIES 
OF CASH TO TIENTSIN, 


April 22nd.—The Governor-General of 
the Hu Kuang Provinces and the Governor 
of Hupeh report the arrangements they 
propose to make in obedience to Imperial 
Decree for forwarding suppliés of cash to 
Tientsin for the use of the Board of Revenue 
in part payment of the subsidies due from 
Hupeh to Peking. The Memorialists beg. 
to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a 
Memorial from the Seventh Prince and 
others submitting their views on the subject 
of the re-organisation of the system of cash 
coinage, and of the Decree ordering effect 
to be given to the proposals therein set 
forth. In this Memorial it is suggested 
that the remittances from lekin receipts 
in the various maritime and_ riverine 
provinces, which are at present sent 
in silver, should be sent forward partly 
in copper cash, and the Prince and his 
associates recommend that instead of requir- 
ing Hupeh, Kiangsi, Chékiang, and Anhui 
to remit 1,200,000 strings of cash in part 
payment of the subsidies due from those 
provinces, as proposed by the Board of 
Revenue, that they should be called upon 
to state what amounts they can conveniently 
send in cash without seriously affecting the 
local money market. The Memorialists 
have carefully considered with their pro- 
vincial committee of administration ways 
and means of giving effect to the arrange- 
ment above indicated, and they have now to 
roport that Hupeh is a province which is a 
highway of land and water communication, 
and consequently the centre of a consider- 
able commercial population who require a 
large supply of cash currency in their busi- 
ness transactions. More than half of the 
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lekin and salt duties of the province are paid 
in aes cash, representing annually a very 
considerable sum. The revenue thus col- 
lected at the various custom houses or 
stations is forwarded from time to time to 
the capital of the province after being 
changed into silver, the cash being thus 
brought once more into local circulation 
and so keeping up a regular supply. Of 
late years there has been an excessive out- 
flow of cash from the province, causing 
a rise in the value of the currency, and 
Hupeh itself is already suffering from a de- 
ficiency of copper cash. Hence, if too many 
cash are remitted at one time to Peking it 
will injuriously affect local interests and con- 
sequently the revenue also. It is proposed, 
therefore, to limit the remittances of cash 
this year on account of subsidies due to 
Peking from Hupeh to 20,000 strings per 
mensem, commencing with the 3rd moon. 
These cash will be sent by steamer to Tien- 
tsin and there held to the order of the 
Board of Revenue. The rate of exchange 
will be about six tae] mace per string of cash, 
but, as exchange varies, the actual rate will 
be determined when each remittance goes 
forward. It may, however, be generally 
stated that 100,000 strings of cash represent, 
approximately, Tls. 60,000 odd of the touch 
of ‘‘Metropolitan remittances.” When 
100,000 strings have thus been forwarded 
and the effect on the markets has been 
observed, the possibility or otherwise of 
increasing the amount will be duly reported 
to the Throne. As regards freight, porter- 
ages, packing, and other expenses of tran- 
sport, the allowance used to be nine can- 
dareens per string of a thousand cash, but 
it remains to be seen whether this rate can 
or cannot be reduced.—Rescript : Let the 
Board of Revenue take cognisance. 

April 23rd.—The Court Circular an- 
nounces that His Majesty will go to the 
Northern Pleasure Garden to-morrow, when 
business is over and he has had his morning 
meal, to witness some archery practice by 
the officers of the Imperial Guard. 


COINAGE OF CASH IN HUPEH. 


The Governor-General of the Hu Kuang 
Provinces and the Governor of Hupeh 
report the steps they have taken, in 
obedience to Imperial orders issued at 
the instance of the Board of Revenue, to 
resume the coinage of copper cash in 
that ‘province with a view to the partial 
payment hereafter in copper cash of 
the. subsidies due to Peking. There 
used to be a cash mint in Hupeh 
called the Pao Wu Chu, but it has not 
been working since the early years of 
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the reign Hsien Féng, and the rules and 
arrangements under which it was conducted 
have become a matter of past history, so 
that the revival of this institution is practi- 
cally the commencement of a new under- 
taking. The Tao-tai at Wu-ch‘ang and an 
expectant Tao-tai called Ch‘ii were accord- 
ingly directed to consider with the Financial 
Commissioner all the details connected with 
the commencement of operations, such as 
the raising of a capital fund, the building 
of workshops, erection of furnaces, engage- 
ment of workmen and so forth. They have 
now reported that arrangements are in 
train, but that as the records of the old 
institution are incomplete, and the work- 
men they have engaged are new to the 
business, they are unable to say precisely 
what the cost of material, labour, allow- 
ance for meltage, etc., etc., will be, until 
several experimental castings of cash have 
been made. The cash will be one can- 
dareen in weight, but before operations 
can commence it will be necessary to pur- 
chase supplies of copper and lead. By 
regulation the Pao Wu Chu, or Hupeh 
mint, should work ten furnaces and should 
turn out twenty-one castings a year, each 
casting to consist of 4,000 strings (a string 
containing 1,000 cash). In addition to the 
above there was what was called a wei mao, 
or ‘‘caudal” casting, at which 1,859 strings 
were turned out in order to furnish what 
was turned a p‘ai ch‘wan, which appears to 
have been employed in allowing for an addi- 
tion of 5 cash to every string. The weight 
of copper and lead annually required for 
this amount of cash was 750,000 catties, 
which used to be procured from Yiinnan 
and Kueichow. The supplies at present 
obtainable from those provinces are not 
abundant, and the transport is attended 
with such difficulty that it is more con- 
venient and economical to purchase foreign 
copper at Shanghai. It is proposed to 
follow the arrangement adopted at Foo- 
chow, and to start with a capital fund of 
Tis. 30,000. As cash are in due course 
turned out they will be changed for silver, 
and with the latter copper and lead will 
again be bought, thus keeping up a con- 
stant revolution which will enable matters 
to proceed without a check.—Imperial Re- 
script: Let the Board of Revenue take 
cognisance, 


EMPEROR'S VISIT TO TEMPLE OF AGRICULTURE. 
APPROBATION OF ARRANGEMENTS MADE. 


April 24th.—(1) A Decree expressing His 
Majesty’s satisfaction with his recent visit 
to the Temple of Agriculture. The soil was 
rich and moist, the weather was genial, and 


the preparations made by the officers de- 
tached for the purpose by the Board of 
Music and the Governor of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture were most complete. Prince 
Tun, Shih-tséng, Vice-President of the 
Board of War, Hsiieh Fu-chén, Acting 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture, 
and Ho Kuei-fang, Vice-Governor, are each 
to be given one step of commutative rank, 
fifty-two other officers are to have one mark 
of merit (ten of which entitle the holder to 
one step in rank) recorded against their 
names, and 175 clerks, 19 ‘‘elders,” and 60 
agriculturists employed on the occasion in 
question are each to receive an ingot of 
silver one ounce in weight. 


YUNNAN—COMPLETION OF TELEGRAPHIC 
COMMUNICATION WITH. 


(2) The Governor-General Ts‘én Yii- 
ying reports the completion of telegraphic 
connection between Yiinnan and Szechuen, 
and asks that rules may be laid down for 
his guidance in the use of the line. By the 
advice of the Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang, the Yiinnan line was joined on to the 
Hupeh line, instead, as originally proposed, 
of connecting with Kuangsi, and His 
Majesty having sanctioned this arrange- 
ment, Li Pi-ch‘ang, Shéng Hsiian-huai, and 
other officers experienced in the laying 
down of telegraph lines, were sent to Yiin- 
nan by the Governor-General Li. They 
were there supplied by the Memorialist 
with a staff of civil and military officers and 
300 men, with whose aid a survey was 
made of the country across which the line 
was to go. The local authorities were at 
the same time directed to have the 
necessary number of poles ready, and 
the line was commenced from Méng-tzu 
Hsien on the 10th of December, reach- 
ing the K‘o-tu River on the Ist of 
April, where it was connected with the 
Szechuen wires. The distance from Lu 
Chou in Szechuen to Méng-tzu Hsien is 
over 2,180 li, and from Méng-tzu to the 
K‘o-tu River is over 1,150 li. It was quite 
beyond the resources of Yiinnan to provide 
the large amount of funds which the laying 
of so long a line required, but His Majesty 
was graciously pleased, at the solicitation of 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang, to 
order the money to be furnished from the 
allowance for Maritime Customs expendi- 
ture, by which means this important work 
was enabled to be completed in the short 
space of something over eighty days. The 
line has been inspected by the order of the 
Memorialist and has been found. to be sub- 
stantially and durably made, and to work 
with such ease that the north and south can 
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now exchange communications in the space 
of a single breath, thereby relieving His © 
Majesty of much anxiety. The Memorialist 
has now to solicit instructions as to what 
matters he is to report the to Throne by tele- 
graph, and what are to be the subjects of 
detailed memorials by ordinary government 
post. Further, he would wish to be in- 
formed through what yamén in Peking the 
telegraphic memorials should be sent. The 
Memorial concludes with a commendation 
of the services of the officers engaged in 
laying the line, who have been exposed to 
all vicissitudes of weather and the dangers 
of pestilential climates. The rewards which 
these officers should receive and the ac- 
counts of expenditure will be duly dealt 
with by the Governor-General, Li Hung- 
chang.—The foregoing report is referred by 
Imperial minute to the yamén concerned for 
consideration. 


THE YANGTSZE—NAVAL INSPECTION BY 
ADMIRAL OF THE. 

(3) Li Ch‘éng-mou, admiral of the 
Yangtsze, reports his intention of startin; 
on the 26th of February, on a tour of nav: 
inspection, commencing with the fleet at 
Woosung. After he has carefully inspected 
these vessels he will proceed up the Yang- 
tsze. He has held no inspection of the 
Woosung fleet for the last two months 
owing to the inclemency of the weather 
and the fact that several vessels have been 
in dock undergoing repairs. The Memo- 
rial concludes with a lengthy dissertation 
on the duties of an admiral, and describes 
in detail the various points to which he 
should pay special attention. 


KANSU—-RECOMMENDATION TO VACANCY IN. 
April 25th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansu recommends an officer 
for the vacant post of the Taotai of the An 
Su Circuit in Kansu. The head-quarters 
of this circuit are the throat, so to speak, 
of Chinese Turkestan, and adjoin the terri- 
tory of the Thibet Mongols, requiring the 
exercise of a judicious mixture of leniency 
and severity on the part of the incumbent. 
Since the opening of Chia-yii Kuan to for- 
eign trade, although no goods have been 
brought there by merchants of any stand- 
ing, it has been constantly frequented by 
petty traders. No consul having yet been 
stationed there, the Taotai has to deal 
with questions that arise and decide them 
on their merits. So inhospitable and 
rigorous is the climate that the incumbents 
of the post are constantly falling ill,gand 
ong after another has left before the eXpira- 
tao". of his term of office. Hence, it is onl: 
offidals in the enjoymente.of robust bral 
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who are not afraid to take the post. The 
present Prefect of Lan-chow Fu, En-lin by 
name, is a man of exceptional ability, 
steady and careful in the conduct of 
business, who has had 14 years’ experience 
in those parts, having been appointed to 
the post of Prefect of Kung-ch‘ang in 1874. 
Previous to that time he served several 
years as Secretary in the Tsung-li Yamén, 
and hence is well versed in questions of an 
international character. The Memorialist 
proposes therefore to bestow the acting 
appointment upon him. 
TRIBUTE RICE SENT TO PEKING. 

(2) The Governor of Kingsu reports that 
the balance of the tribute rice due from that 
province for last year has now been sent 
forward by sea. The despatch of the first 
instalment has already been reported. The 
second instalment consisted of 128,106 
piculs, inclusive of waste and maintenance 
allowances. The third and last instalment 
consisted of 75,320, piculs, sent by junk. The 
balance to go forward by steamer is 334,000 
piculs odd, of which 29,550 piculs have 
already been despatched and the rest is in 
process of shipment from Shanghai. 


DECEASE OF A TARTAR GENERAL. 

April 26th.—(1) A Decree recording His 
Majesty’s profound regret at the announce- 
ment of the death of Fu-hsing, formerly 
Tartar General at Sui-yiian Ch‘éng, who 
has been in retirement for some years. The 
usual posthumous honours are to be bestowed 
upon him, and his grandson is given an 
appointment as second class assistant secre- 
tary of a board. 


ROBBERY OF GOVERNMENT SPECIE. 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports that 
the Treasury of the Magistrate of the Wei- 
shih District in that province was broken 

. into on the night of the 21st of March, and 
Tls. 3,700 were stolen. This money was 
part of a sum of Ts. 5,700 of customs duties 
which had been lodged there that night in 
transitu to K‘ai-féng Fu. The thieves 
were surprised by the soldiers on duty, and 
a fight ensued in which the latter were 
wounded, the thieves making their escape, 
but dropping Tls. 300 of their booty in their 
hurry and confusion. The Memorialist asks 
that the magistrate and the lieutenant of the 
guard, on duty may be deprived of their 

uttons and given one month in which to 
recover the booty and arrest the robbers, 
under pain of condign punishment if they 
fail to do so.—Request granted by Imperial 
Rescript. 


JEH-HO—ROBBERY OF PALACE AT. 
(3) The custodian of the palace at Jeh-ho 
reports the theft of certain Imperial scrolls, 
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a footstool, and some packets of paper from 
one of the palace buildings by two indivi- 
duals who were subsequently caught. The 
footstool was found in the possession of 
one of them, but they declared that they 
had burnt the scrolls for fear of detection 
and had sold the paper to a passer-by. 
Their statement as to the burning of the 
scrolls was corroborated by a heap of charred 
remains which they produced. The thieves 
have been handed over to the custody of 
the Prefect of Ch‘éng-té, and it is requested 
that the Governor of Jeh-ho may be direct- 
ed to try them and pass sentence upon them. 
Also that certain officials responsible for the 
safe custody of the articles in question may 
be consigned to the office of the Imperial 
Household for the determination of the 
penalties to which they have rendered 
themselves liable.—Request granted by 
Imperial Rescript. 
APPOINTMENT. 

April 27th.—(1) Héng-hsiu is appointed 
Superintendent of Imperial Manufactories 
at Hangchow. 


HONAN—SHAO YU-LIEN TEMPORARILY 
DETAINED IN. 

(2) Pien Pao-ch ‘ian, Governor of Honan, 
requests permission temporarily to retain 
the services of Shao Yu-lien, Judge of that 
province (formerly Taotai at Shanghai), who 
has recently been appointed Financial Com- 
missioner of Formosa. Shao Yu-lien only 
took office in Honan on the 7th of March, 
and is at present engaged in the trial of 
several important judicial cases, in which 
certain progress has just been made. As 
much delay would be caused by a change of 
judges at this juncture, and the limit of 
time for the settlement of these cases would 
probably be exceeded if he left the Memo- 
tialist, requests that Shao Yu-lien may be 
permitted to postpone giving over charge 
until he has finished the matters he has at 
present in hand.—By Imperial Rescript 
appended to the Memorial Shan Yu-lien is 
allowed to postpone his departure for For- 
mosa until after the autumn assize. ; 

OFFICER APPLIES FOR THE SERVICES OF 

HIS SON. 


(3) The Governor of Kirin and his deputy 
submit an application on behalf of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Ninguta for per- 
mission to retain his son to assist him in 
looking after family matters. Yung-shan, 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Ninguta, re- 
presents that his eldest son Lin-hsiang, 
who is now 17 years of age and holds the 
position of expectant clerk of a board, 
should properly go to Peking to await 
selection for a substantive appointment. The 


Lieutenant Governor, however, has only 
one other son, who is a baby in arms, and 
as the multifarious nature of his official 
duties leaves him no leisure to attend to 
his domestic concerns, he hopes that he 
may be allowed to keep Lin-hsiang to help 
him in looking after household matters.— 
Request granted by Rescript. 


DEPRECIATION OF CASH EXCHANGE IN 
PEKING. 


April 28th.—{1) A Decree from Her 

_ Majesty the Empress: The exchange of 
silver into cash or cash-notes in Peking 
has recently fluctuated at the will of those 
who control the market, while the price of 
commodities has not been reduced, to the 
embarrassment of the soldiery and common 
people. The Board of Revenue represent 
that this state of things has resulted in 
furtive conjectures amongst thecommonalty 
that on the issue of chih ch‘ien, or the 
standard cash, the ta chien, or large Peking 
cash, will shortly be of no value, while the 
cash banks, fearing that they will lose on 
the notes issued by them, are all calling 
these in. The result is that there is a wide 
difference in the relative values of cash and 
cash-notes. The Decree issued in the first 
moon of the present year with reference to 
the resumption of the standard cash cur- 
rency states in the most explicit terms that 
the admixture of large, or one for ten cash, 
will continue to be allowed. How comes 
it, then, that the common people have not 
yet understood the situation? It must be 
entirely due to the machinations of dishonest 
traders who work matters with a view to 
their own gain, and insidiously delude the 
people. Such cunning and crafty dealings 
are deserving of the deepest detestation. 
The Board of Revenue have now drawn up 
regulations under which, when the standard 
cash comes into circulation, every tang shih, 
or Peking cash, shall be allowed to count as 
two chih ch‘ien, or standard cash, All pur- 
chases by officials or people, and all mer- 
cantile receipts or sales will be in accor- 
dance with this standard, which shall be 
absolutely uniform, and all payments on 
account of contributions in aid of state 
expenditure as well as of customs duties 
shall be made in this scale in certain 
proportions of each kind of cash. In this 
wise the two currencies will circulate 
together, and neither will become obsolete 
or have an advantage over the other. The 
arrangements proposed have been devised 
in the interests of the people, and we 
accordingly direct that they be given effect 
to. Bankers may pursue their calling with 
an easy mind and need not be afraid of 
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losses. The relative values of silver to cash 
or cash-notes must’ be governed by market 
rates and be uniform; there must be no 
fluctuations at the will of those concerned, 
to the embarrassment of the resident popu- 
lation. After the isgue of this announce- 
ment, any further manipulation of the. 
market for interested purposes by dishonest 
traders, and consequent disturbing of the 
currency, will be followed by prompt punish- 
ment on the part of the local authorities, 
who will absolutely show no mercy.—Let 
these commands be universally made known. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
2.—Yen-yii is appointed Tea and Salt 
Intendant of Szechuen. 
Junghui is appointed Sub-Director of the 
Court of Revision. : 
Jén Tsu-wén is apointed General of the 
Yung Chou Division in Hunan. 


FOOCHOW—MINTING OF CASH AT. 


3.—A sub-Memorial from the Gorvernor- 
General at Foochow :—The Memorialist 
has addressed His Majesty on two occasions 
with reference to the establishment of a 
cash casting foundry in a corner of the Ad- 
miralty and Foochow Arsenal premises, 
where standard cash of a weight of Ts. 
0.085 were to be turned out, and his pro- 
pow received the Imperial approval. 

hen the experimental working of this 
mint was commenced it was not possible to 
get enough workmen to do more than cast 
some 3,000 odd string of cash. Then came 
the heavy rains, which damaged the casting 
rooms and furnaces and necessitated their 
renewal, and in November last a despatch 
was received from the Board calling for the 
future minting of cash under detailed re- 
gulations. Upwards of 30,000 strings have 
now been turned out and issued to various 
establishments who applied for them, 
and they are now in circulation and meet 
with general approval. Applications for 
cash have also come from the Magistrates 
of the Fu-ning and Hsia-p‘u Districts, and 
additional supplies have accordingly been 
issued to the mint to be turned into cash of 
the weight now determined upon. This 
weight, while it does not entail much loss, 
precludes the casting illicit cash with pro- 
fitable results. 


FUNDS FOR THE ADMIRALTY DEPARTMENT. 


(4) The Governor of Shantung requests 
permission to draw Tls. 10,731 from the 
lekin receipts to make good a deficit upon 
the sum of Tls. 30,429 which he has been 
called upon to forward to the Admiralty 
Department towards the sum required for 
the fast cruisers, etc., under construction 
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abroad. Officers have already been ordered 
to go and take these cruisers over and bring 
them to China, and the balance of the 
money due from the memorialist is wanted 
at once.—Imperial Rescript ; Let the Board 
of Revenue take cognisance. 


APPOINTMENT. 

April 29th.—(1) Shén Chin-hsiang is ap- 
pointed Taotai of the Chi-ning Circuit in 
Shansi. 

MURDER IN YINGESHAR. 

(2) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
reports the trial of a case of murder in which 
an irate husband killed the seducer of his 
wife. The homicide not having been com- 
mitted by the husband at the moment he 
caught the guilty parties in frayrante delicto, 
but after the event, and, further, the mur- 
dered man having offered no resistence when 
his assailant tried to seize him, the sentence 
passed upon the murderer, a Mahommedan 
called Musa, is death by strangulation. The 
Memorialist has based this sentence upon 
the law which provides the penalty of death 
by strangulation in cases in which a person 
guilty of a criminal offence who offers no 
resistence to capture is killed by the person 
who arrests him. 

RETURN OF GOVERNOR-GENERAL LI HUNG- 

CHANG TO TIENTSIN. 

April 30th.—(1) The Governor-General 
Li Hung-chang reports that after taking 
leave of the sacred chariot upon his knees 
at the borders of the Metropolitan military 
jurisdiction upon the 9th of April, he took 
boat upon the Liu-li River at Cho Chou 
and travelled eastward by  Tz‘i-hsiung 
down the Ta-ch‘ing River. He took note 
of the state of the stream as he travelled 
along, and considered the best measures to 
be adopted under the conditions of time 

. and place. He noticed that the wheat was 
sprouting on either bank, and he gave 
orders to the various officers concerned to 
make due arrangements for the carrying 
out of the necessary works by the labour of 
the applicants for relief, He reached Tien- 
tsin on the 12th of April, and proceeded to 
clear off the arrears of correspondence that 
had accumulated, and to deal with impor- 
tant matters of business that awaited himn- 
He begs to report that the country is said 
to be quiet. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO FAMINE FUND FROM 

PROPERTY OF DECEASED LADY. 

(2)—The Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang reports that an expectant official in 
Shantung has contributed the sum of Tls. 
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before last, and had directed that her pro- 
perty should be sold, and the proceeds de- 
voted to the relief of distress. The lady in 
question was the niece of an expectant 
Taotai in Shansi, the officer who has re- 
mitted the money. She had given proof 
of her filial piety in her girlhood by cutting 
flesh from her arm and mixing it with the 
medicine given to her sick mother. She 
was afterwards married to a man called 
Liu, to whom she was a good and faithful 
wife, and the Memorialist now begs to re- 
commend this lady as a worthy recipient of 
the honour of a memorial archway.—Request 


| granted by Imperial Rescript. 


EMPEROR PRAYS FOR RAIN. 


May 1st (1) A Decree announcing that on 
the 4th of May, the Emperor will visit the 
Ta-kao-tien Temple and pray for rain. 
There has not been a complete drought this 
spring; but the rainfall has not been 
sufficient, and now that the commencement 
of summer is at hand, the farmers are 
waiting in anxious expectation. The De- 
cree also nominates four men of rank, who 
will on the same day burn incense at the 
four temples of the Gods of the Winds, the 
Clouds, the Thunder, and the Rain. 

YUNNAN--TAXATION OF NATIVE OPIUM IN. 

(2) Ts‘en Yii-ying, Viceroy of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow, presents a Memorial on the 
taxation of native opium in Yiinnan. The 
Meworialist recently received a communica- 
tion from the Board of Revenue enclosing 
a copy of a memorial by the Tsung-li Yamén 
and desiring him to report to His Majesty 
whether any opium was produced in 


| Yiinnan, and, if so, to what taxation it was 
| subjected. He thereupon instructed the 


provincial treasurer and the Likin Board to 
make the required enquiries without loss of 
time. According to the information they have 
now furnished to him, the opium grown in 
Yiinnan comes principally from the parts of 
It is 
also cultivated in several of the Chinese 
districts ; but on acconnt of the prohibitions 


: in force this is only done surreptitiously 


; and to a limited extent. 


Yiinnan opium is 


: said to be inferior to the foreign drug in 


10,000 to the Chihli relief fund. This money 
: the general likin offices, the smallness of 


represents the value of the wearing apparel 
and jewellery of a lady who dicd the year 
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quality. It fetches but a low price and the 
profits on it are small, though the cost of 
production is heavy. It must be exported 
to Canton or Szechuen and mixed with 
foreign opium before purchasers for it can 
be found. As the existence of such opium 
is known, likin has to be collected on it in 
accordance with the rules for the taxation 
of opium. This has hitherto been done by 


the receipts not warranting the institution 





of special barriers. Under these circum- 
stances the Provincial Treasurer and the 
Likin Board do not recommend the institu- 
tion of a separate likin office with a view to 
increasing the taxation on native opium. 
The Memorialist having made enquiries is 
able to vouch for the correctness of these 
facts, which he humbly lays before His 
Majesty.—Autograph Rescript: Let the 
yamén concerned take note. 
YUNNAN ARMY REFORM. 

(3) A postscript-—Memorial by Ts‘en Yii- 
ying: The Viceroy points out the necessity 
of rendering the Yiinnan army perfectly 
eflicient at the present day. Under the 
regulations at present in force skill in 
archery and in handling firearms are re- 
garded as equally important. It is not 
denied by the Memorialist that the use of 
the bow and arrow should be retained as a 
test of men’s personal qualities ; but still he 
submits that the rifle and the cannon are 
the weapons by which victories are won. 
He therefore proposes to make no altera- 
tions in the rules as to shooting with bows 
and arrows, but in addition to test the skill 
of his officers in target practice with fire- 
arms. The targets will be one foot square 
and the distance for shooting five hundred 
yards. Alloflicers from the rank of corporal 
to that of colonel will be required to take part 
in the competitions, which will be held in 
the presence of the Viceroy. Those sta- 
tioned at the provincial capital will shoot 
monthly, and those elsewhere will be sum- 
moned in rotation for the purpose. Such 
officers as are proved to be efficient marks- 
men, and, further, such as show themselves 
careful and competent drill-instructors will 
be singled out and recommended for pro- 
motion, while the clumsy and the careless 
will be degraded or dismissed. The bat- 
talions drilled by the officers will also be 
inspected by the Viceroy himself, and re- 
wards or punishments will be bestowed in 
accordance with their performance. The 
Commander-in-Chief for Yiinnan joins in 
the Memorial.—Autograph Rescript: Let 
it be as requested, and let the Board of 
War take note. 

A FRENCH INTERPRETER FOR VICEROY LI. 

(4) The Viccroy of Chihli, Li Hung- 
chang, represents to His Majesty that in 
the transaction of international business he 
has need of an interpreter acquainted with 
the French language, and he has therefore 
retained the services of an officer named 
Lien Fang, who is an excellent French 
scholar and a person of merit in other 
respects. Lien Fang holds the rank of 
expectant Prefect, and was formerly acting 
secretary of legation to the mission to 
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Russia. He had been in China on leave 
and arrived in Tientsin on his way back to 
Europe, when the Viceroy detained him 
and attached him to his personal staff. The 
Viceroy is communicating on the subject 
with the Tsung-li Yamén and the Minister 
to Russia and England.—Autograph Res- 
cript : Let the yamén concerned take note. 


DEATH OF GENERAL T‘ANG TING-K‘UEI. 


May 2nd.—(1) A Decree in reply to a 
memorial by Li Hung-chang and Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian announcing the death of T‘ang 
Ting-k‘uei, late Commander-in-Chief for 
Fuhkien. General T‘ang held a command 
under Li Hung-chang against the Nien-fei 
banditti in Kiangsu, Chihli, Shantung, and 
Honan, and was victorious wherever he 
went. He afterwards fought under Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan against the rebels in Shensi 
and Kansu. He was then placed in com- 
mand of the garrison at Hsii-chou, whence 
he was transferred to Formosa. In_ that 
island he much distinguished himself by 
the measures he took for the protection of 
the country, the repression of the savages 
and the opening up of mountain districts. 
He received the rank of General-in-Chief 
in 1875, and was afterwards transferred to 
Kiang-yin. He was permitted to retire last 
year on the ground of ill-health. The 
services of the late general are highly ap- 
preciated by the Emperor. He is granted 
the highest honours permitted by the old 
law to general officers who die of disease 
while in actual service. A posthumous 
title will be bestowed upon him, and tem- 
ples may be erected to him in his native 
place and in the provinces where he dis- 
tinguished himself. An account of his ex- 
ploits is to be furnished to the State 
Historiographer’s Office, where it will be 
placed on record. 

TRANSPORT OF TRIBUTE RICE BY 
GRAND CANAL. 


(2) The Viceroy of Nanking announces 
the departure of the boats conveying the 
tribute rice for last winter from the portion 
of Kiangsu North of the Yangtse, which 
rice is now ordered to be sent to Tientsin 
by the Grand Canal instead of by sea. The 
quantity forwarded is :—Amount fixed by 
regulation, 125,142 piculs odd; seven per 
cent. additional, 8,759 piculs odd ; four per 
cont. for food and waste, 5,356 piculs odd ; 
total, 139,258 piculs odd. The collection 
and weighing in of the rice commenced on 
the 24th of December, and the boats were 
despatched on their journey in two divisions, 
which started on the 29th of March and the 
1st of April respectively. The officers con- 
cerned are entitled to credit, their task 
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being rendered more difficult than usual by 


the fact that additional boats are required 
this year for the conveyance by the Canal 
of 100,000 piculs of rice from. the districts 
South of the Yangtze. Moreover the owners 
of boats are little inclined to let them be 
hired, as they much fear the voyage to 
Tientsin on account of the frequent want 
of water in the Canal and the difliculty of 
crossing the Yellow River. 


CHIHLI-—DISTRIBUTION OF CILARITY. 
(3) Li Hung-chang reports the appro- 
priation of asum of money from the pro- 


vincial treasury for the relief of sufferers _ 


from famine in the Province of Chihli. His 
Majesty had already sanctioned the reten- 
tion at Tientsin for a similar purpose of 
100,000 piculs of rice from the grain tribute 
sent by sea from Kiangsu. Of this, Li 
Hung-chang apportioned 20,000 piculs to 
the Metropolitan Prefecture and devoted 
the remainder to the other portions of the 
province. Finding this insufficient to cope 
with the wide-spread distress he obtained 
permission to apply a sum of money to the 
same object. He now reports that he has 
directed the provincial treasurer to set 
apart for immediate use Tls. 80,000 from 
whatever funds he nay have in hand. The 
authorities concerned have been ordered 
to take the greatest care that the moncy is 
properly distributed and to establish relief 
works wherever it may be practicable. 
MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO FU-CHU-HUNG-A, 
May 38rd.—(1) The Governor-General 
Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian forwards a petition from 
a number of the inhabitants of Nanking, 
praying that a temple may be erected in 
honour of Fu-chu-hung-a, formerly com- 
mander-in-Chief for Kiangsu. Towards the 
end of the year 1852 great alarm was felt 
in Nanking at the movements of the Taiping 
rebels, who had captured Wu-ch‘ang and 
Han-yang in Hupei and were beginning to 
advance eastwards. Fu-chu-hung-a, who 
was stationed at Sungkiang, was ordered 
by the Emperor to march to Nanking and 
occupy the passes through which the enemy 
would approach. Fu-chu-hung-a lost no 
time in obeying these orders. Having 
reached Nanking he occupied hinself 
in conjunction with the Tartar General, 
Hsiang-hou, in strengthening the city walls, 
manufacturing ammunition, and collecting 
recruits. The order which he wrought amid 
the confusion did much to restore the public 
confidence. But the unfriendliness to him 
of the high civil authorities again spread 
fear among the people and caused numbers 
to flee elsewhere. In the interests of 
the public, he and Hsiang-hou appealed tu 
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the Emperor begging that Hsiang-jung 
might be ordered to march to their assis- 
tance. His Majesty severely reprimanded 
the governor-general and governor, and 
entrusted Fu-chu-hung-a and Hsiang-hou 
with the defence of the city. The rebels 
were how pouring eastward with irresistible 
force, and alarming reports were arriving 
every instant. At Hsiang-hou’s request Fu- 
chu-huang-a withdrew his troops within the 
walls, vowing that he would defend to the 
death the city which the Emperor had 
placed beneath his charge. The siege hav- 
ing commenced, the I-feng gate was blown 
up by amine. Hearing the news, Fu-chu- 
hung-a rushed to the spot at the head of 
three hundred Sungkiang troops. He met 
the rebels to the north of the Drum Tower, 
drove them back four times, and finally 
routed them with great slaughter. While 
still in pursuit he learnt that the Tung-chi 
gate was attacked. Hurrying thither, he 
was met on his way by a large body of 
rebels who had escaladed the walls near 
the south gate. Sword in hand he charged 
them ; but he was overwhelined by numbers, 
and died fighting to the last, after more 
than half his men had fallen. His body 
was sought for afterwards, but all efforts to 
find it failed. 

In 1852 Fu-ch‘eng, first cousin of Fu- 
chu-hung-a, held a command as brigadicr- 
general in Shensi, and was ordered to march 
at the head of two thousand men to the 
defence of the capital of Hunan. He had 
just fortificd his camp at Shih-ma-p‘u, 
when a large body of rebels advanced on 
Ch‘ang-sha from Li-ling. Attacking them 
on the flank, he routed them with great 
slaughter. Afterwards he met the main 
body of the rebels, and after a fierce 
onslaught put them to flight. While en- 
gaged in the pursuit, a fresh body of them 
came up behind him. The fugitives before 
him then turned, and he was attacked both 
in front and rear. In the desperate con- 
flict which ensued seven hundred men had 
fallen, and Fu-ch‘eng was still endeavour- 
ing to break through the encircling foc, 
when he rode into some marshy ground and 
so was killed. 

In the year 1863 I-ch‘ien, the son by 
adoption of Fu-ch‘eng, and younger son by 
birth of Fu-chu-hung-a, who held a com- 
mission in the Imperial guards, was engaged 
against the rebels in Shantung. Charging 
the enemy on horseback, he was attacked 
in the rear from an ambush and was killed. 

In 1861, Fu-sheng, younger brother of 
Fu-chu-hung-a and a colonel in the army, 
was killed by the rebels at Hang-chow. 
His son, a boy of seventeen years, who had 
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mounted the ramparts with him, and three 
young daughters and a number of servants 
all died at the same time. 

Several marks of distinction, which are 
recurded in the memorial, were bestowed 
by the Emperor upon the deceased officers 
who so nobly laid down their lives for their 
country. But the petitioners feel that 
something is wanting as long as there is 
not a temple dedicated to Fu-chu-hung-a at 
Nanking. It is not merely that Nanking 
was the scene of his heroic death ; but the 
desperate resistance that he offered to the 
rebels when the town was stormed enabled 
large numbers of the citizens to escape in 
safety through the gates. On this account 
his name is still gratefully remembered by 
many persons who owe to him their lives. 
The petitioners therefore pray that a temple 
may be erected in his honour at Nanking 
where services will be performed in spring 
and autumn in memory of both him and 
the other members of his family whose 
deaths are recounted above.—Granted by 
Decree of April 18th. 


HUAI-AN SALT TAX RECEIPTS. 


(2.) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian furnishes a return 
of the ‘‘South Huai” Salt-tax receipts for 
the first half of the year 1886. The ‘Old 
Merchants Tax” has brought in Tls. 114,765 ; 
the ‘‘New Merchants Tax” Tls. 74,783; 
total, Tls. 1,215,549. The duty on salt sold 
as an experiment in certain parts of the 
Hu-kuang provinces amounts to 10,314 
strings of cash, and the lekin on Szechuan 
salt collected at Wan-hu-t‘o to 85,830 
strings. These amounts are rather smaller 
than those of recent years. The cause of 
the diminution is undoubtedly the pre- 
valence of smuggling, which is carried on 
from the adjoining provinces, and which no 
efforts have been able to check. 


HSii YUNG-I APPLIES FOR LEAVE TO RETIRE. 

May 4th.—(1) Hsii Yung-i (one of the 
Tsung-li Yamén) requests permission to 
retire from the public service on the score 
of sickness. During the last four years he 
has constantly suffered from hot and cold 
fits, and is unable to regain his health, in 
spite of medical treatment and more than 
one period of temporary leave which has 
been granted to him. The doctors inform 
him that his digestion is injured by worry 
and work, that the circulation of his blood 
is impaired, and that no remedies can cure 
him immediately. He does not wish to be 
idle, but he feels that in his present state 
he cannot do good service. Should his 
health be given back to him, he will at once 
apply for work again.—By a Rescript 
ssued earlier, Hsii’s request was refused, 
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but two more months’ leave was granted 
to him. 


GENERAL CHANG CHING-CH‘UN RETAINED AT 
KIANG-YIN. 

(2) A Memorial by Tseng Kuo-chiian. 
Chang Ching-ch‘un, Brigadier-General of 
the Suchow Sungkiang District, has applied 
for leave to retire from his post on account 
of the death of his mother. General Chang 
was in charge of the Kiang-yin forts during 
the time of the recent troubles with France ; 
and the feeling of security enjoyed by the 
surrounding population was much due to 
the calmnesss with which he performed his 
duties. At the present moment he is 
engaged in the construction of some new 
forts after a foreign pattern, and in recon- 
structing two battalions of artillery. He 
has made successful progress but has not 
yet completed his work, which cannot 
well be entrusted to a fresh hand. The 
Memorialist therefore begs that, in ac- 
cordance with certain precedents which he 
quotes, General Chang may be retained at 
his post with acting rank instead of quit- 
ting it during the period of mourning.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

NEW SUB-PREFECTURE OF S0O-CH‘E. 

(3)—The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
recommends an officer as Sub-Prefect of 
So-ch‘e (? Sagat), a newly established post 
in Turkestan. So-ch‘e on the south-east 
touches Zarkand, on the north-west Yen- 
geshar, on the north-east Maralbashi. To 
the south are the Mohammedan tribes of 
Sarikol, Wakhan and Kanjut. The new 
district is wide and populous, and frequently 
visited by Mohammedans coming to trade 
from beyond the frontier. Constant care 
will, therefore, be required to preserve 
order. 

FOOCHOW DOCKYARD.—QUERIES ON 
ACCOUNTS. 

(4)—The Minister Superintendent of the 
Foochow Arsenal replies to certain queries 
on the Arsenal accounts for the year 1883. 

He has been desired to state, first, why 
there in an item for superintendence of 
work for Nanking ; secondly, why the sup- 
erintendents were paid at the rate of Tls. 
130 a month, when the rule is that no such 
officer may receive more than Tls. 50, and 
thirdly, why there is a charge for increased 
pay to students. He replies that when 
some “‘ fast boats” were built at the Arsenal 
for the late Viceroy at Nanking, an officer 
skilled in machinery was sent from there to 
oversee the work. His pay was fixed by 
the Viceroy who appointed him, and was 
at first debited to the Nanking Government, 
but was afterwards transferred to the 
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Arsenal accounts, as it was to them that 
the boats themselves were charged. The 
students with increased pay had all studied 
engineering work abroad, and were at the 
time employed as superintendents. The 
limit of Tls. 50 did not apply to cases such 
as theirs. It is laid down in the Rules 
framed by Tso Tsung-t‘ai g and approved 
by the Emperor, that the Arsenal students, 
as soon as they are capable of it, should act 
as superintendents and be paid at the same 
rate as foreigners. But in the case in ques- 
tion their pay, even as increased, was not 
half what the foreigners engaged at the 
Arsenal used to receive.—Rescript : Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 
YU-LU SUMMONED TO PEKING. 

May 5th.—(1) Yii-lu, Governor-General 
of Hunan and Hupei, is ordered to present 
himself at Peking in order that he have 
audience of the Emperor. K‘uei-pin, 
Governor of Hupei, will act as Governor- 
General during Yii-lu’s absence. 


CLEARING OUT A LAKE AT FOOCHOW. 


(2) The Governor-General at Fuochow 
presents a Memorial in reply to instructions 
sent to him to undertake the clearing out 
of the old lake to the west of that city. 
The lake has existed from the reign of 
Tai Kang, (a.d. 280-290), and has 
been cleaned out periodically ever since, 
the last time being just sixty years ago, 
when a stone wall was built along its north 
and west sides for a length of 12,365 feet. 
The bed of the lake has for many years 
been cultivated and its level raised by the 
vegetable refuse left in it. Its borders 
have also been encroached on, houses being 
built and gardens enclosed, which have 
been sold from one person to another as 
though they were their own property. It is 
thus become useless for its proper functions 
of storing water in time of drought and 
receiving surplus water in time of flood. Its 
restoration to its proper state is of im- 
portance not merely to the north-west 
corner of the city, but to the whole country 
round. Were it not for the lack of funds 
it would have been attended to last year 
at the same time as the canals. Nothing 
can be done at the present moment because 
of the height of the water in summer, but 
work will be commenced at the beginning 
of autumn, and proceeded with as the means 
at hand permit. Where encroachments 
have been made, the government will re- 
sume possession of the land, for which, 
however, it will give the occupiers a price. 
The old stone embankment will be renewed ; 
and the accumulated soil removed from the 
bed of the lake. 
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May 6th.—No documents of interest. 


P‘ENG YU-LIN. 

May 7th.—(1) A Decree.—We are in 
receipt of a Memorial from P‘éng Yi-lin, 
in which he reports that he has left his home 
and started on a periodical tour of inspec- 
tion on the Yang.tsze. In undertaking 
such a journey the high officer in question 
evinces his loyalty of heart, and to mark 
Our deep concern for him and Our high 
appreciation of his conduct, We command 
that he be presented with four ounces of 
ginseng. This he will use to secure his re- 
storation to health in order that We may 
still be able to rely upon his services. 


SERVICE OF THANKS FOR RAIN. 

(2) A Decree stating that His Majesty 
will proceed to-morrow to the Ta Kao Tien 
to burn incense, as a token of the Imperial 
gratitude for the plenteous rain with which 
heaven has refreshed the earth in response 
to the prayers that were offered on the 4th 
instant. Several princes and members of 
the Imperial line are at the same time 
directed to conduct simultaneous services 
of thanks at four other State temples. 


HONOUR TO THE DEAD. 


(3) A Memorial from the Governor-Gene- 
ral at Nanking soliciting the bestowal of 
posthumous distinction upon Chin Yun- 
ch‘ang late Commander-in-Chief of U- 
rumts’i, who died last year from the effects 
of an old wound, when on his way back to 
his native place in Anhui. His comrades 
in arms, who had shared in his privations 
in the field, have furnished the Memorialist 
with a detailed list of the deceased’s ser- 
vices, amongst which the following are the 
most conspicuous. In 1865 he gave battle 
to the rebel leader, Chang Ssung-yii, in 
Honan, and, though covered with blood 
and severely wounded, did not leave the 
field till the close of the engagement. 
In 1870, at the head of a single bat- 
talion he kept back for days an immense 
force of Mohammedan rebels from Shensi 
that reckoned its numbers at over 100,000. 
As a result of the wound which he re- 
ceived on these and subsequent occasions 
he was seized with frequent attacks of 
hemorrhage, which reduced him several 
times to the brink of death. He lived, 
however, to complete his task, and his last 
thoughts, instead of being engaged with 
family matters, were full of regret that he 
had done so little to requite the Imperial 
favour.—Rescript: Let the Board con- 
cerned take cognisance. 
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APPOINTMENT. 

May 8th.—(1) Hu Lung-hsiin, is appointed 
sub-Director of the Court of Imperial Enter- 
tainments. 

PEKING CURRENCY. 

(2) A Memorial from Yen Ching-ming, 
Comptroller of the Board of Revenue. On 
the 25th of April, the President of the 
Board, Wén T‘ung-‘ho, at an audience with 
the Empress, had the honour to receive 
instructions on the subject of the continued 
depreciation of silver and the enhanced 
value of the paper currency in Peking. 
Her Majesty stated that the trouble arose 
from the doubts that were entertained in 
commercial circles respecting the value 
which the large cash would hereafter com- 
mand in exchange for standard cash, and 
directed the Board to take steps to devise a 
remedy and publish it for general informa- 
tion. The Memorialist and his colleagues at 
once took the question into their considera- 
tion, and they would now respectfully submit 
the views they have formed thereon as the 
result of an extensive enquiry. In the 
present state of the money market the Tael 
exchanges for 14 tiao in cash, but for only 
9 tiao in paper notes. The fluctuations 
are extremely serious, and the crisis is 
aggravated by the fact that there has been 
no corresponding change in the price of 
commodities. Since the 25th of April 
there has been a succession of bank failures, 
and the unsettled state of the exchange has 
given rise to fraudulent transactions, the 
full extent of which it is hard to determine. 
In substance, the case stands thus: the 
enhanced value of the paper currency is 
due to the scarcity of notes, and the scarcity 
of notes arises from the fact that they are 
being withdrawn from circulation from fear 
that, should the larger cash become worthless 
on the introduction of the standard cash, the 
payment of the notes will be demanded in 
the latter currency. In the Memorial which 
the writer and his colleagues presented on 
the subject last August, there was a special 
clause providing that, when the change took 
place, the relative values of the large cash 
and the standard cash should be as one of 
the former to two, or two and a fraction of 
the latter, and on reconsidering the matter 
they would propose that this should be 
established as a uniform rate of exchange in 
all government and mercantile transactions, 
and that both kinds of cash should be legal 
tender. They would further ask that they 
should be authorized by Imperial Decree to 
make this decision known to the local au- 
thorities, so that the two kinds of currency 
m®y be maintained, the one as a comple- 
ment of the other. Until the standard cash 
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are introduced it would be hard to deter- 
mine their exchange value in silver, and, 
therefore this portion of the question may 
be reserved for future consideration— 
Rescript previously published. 


FREIGHT ON YUNNAN COPPER. 


(3) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Hu Kuang and the Governor of 
Hupeh requesting. sanction for an increase 
from Tls. 0329 to Tls. 04 upon the freight 
per picul from Ichang to Shanghai on the 
copper remitted from Yiinnan to Peking. 
The cost of the transport of copper from 
Lu-chou Fu to Shanghai was originally 
limited by the Board of Revenue to 
Tls. 0658, and of this the Governor of 
Yiinnan claimed one half for its conveyance 
to Ichang, with the result that the other 
half was found insufficient to cover the 
freight by steamer for the remainder of the 
journey, especially as there is no direct 
steam communication between Ichang and 
Shanghai, and the transhipment at Hankow 
adds another item to the expense. The 
amount now asked is less by three canda- 
reens than the freight from Canton to 
Shanghai.—Minute in Vermilion: Let the 
Board of Revenue take cognizance. 


PROMOTION TO OFFICERS IN COREA. 


(4) A Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
recommending a number of officers, who 
have completed a term of three years’ 
service in Corea, for the promotion to which 
they are entitled under the regulations 
applicable to the case of officers attached 
to missions abroad. Yiian-Shih-k‘ai, the 
resident in Corea, has pointed out to the 
Memorialist that commercial relations have 
only recently been established with that 
country, and has, at the same time, brought 
to his notice the services which two of the 
officers on the Corean staff, T‘ang Shao-i and 
Wu Chung-hsien, rendered in assisting the 
Commissioners of Customs in establishing 
Custom Houses. Two others of his subordin- 
ates, Ch‘én Pao-ch‘ue and Chang Hsieh-yao, 
besides communicating Western learning 
learning suited to the requirements of the 
present time to Corean pupils, acted as 
interpreters and directed commercial mat- 
ters with zealous care and industry at Han 
Yang and Fusan. The salaries of these 
officers are moderate, and they ‘have to 
endure the cold and privations of life in 
Corea. Their conduct during the trying 
peorid of the late outbreak was from first 
to last marked with energy and a proper 
sense of duty.—Request granted by minute 
in Vermillion. 
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MURDER CASE. 

May 9th.—The Governor of Shensi re- 
ports the following case of the murder of 
three members of one family. Liu Ch‘iian- 
chéng, whose native place was Ch‘i-chou in 
Hupeh, had been residing for some time in 
the Chén-an District in Shensi, where he 
pursued the occupation of a farmer. His 
brother, Liu Ch‘uan-p‘in, who had a sepa- 
rate establishment of his own, borrowed in 
1879 eleven strings of cash from Wu Féng- 
yiin for which he agreed to pay interest at 
the rate of 36 per cent. When the time 
for payment came, Liu Ch‘iian-p‘in, being 
unable to discharge his debt, asked his 
security Fang Pang-hua to advance the 
amount for him. Liu Ch‘iian-p‘in died 
last year, and as he left no issue his pro- 
perty devolved upon his brother, Liu 
Ch‘iian-chéng. Fang -Pang-hua shortly 
afterwards summoned the latter to his 
house, and demanded repayment of the 
sum he had advanced for Liu Ch‘iian-p‘in, 
which, with compound interest for seven 
years, amounted to 95 strings of cash. Liu 
Ch‘iian-p‘in, having inherited his brother’s 
property, was responsible for his debts. 
As, however, he refused payment, he was 
tied up and beaten by Fang Pang-hua’s 
two sons, Fang Ting-ch‘un and Fang Ting- 
hua. By the advice and intercession of 
two friends Liu Ch‘iian-chéng asssigned to 
his creditor a plot of ground valued at 36 
strings of cash, and eventually managed to 
clear off the balance of the debt by raising 
money upon the mortgage of some other 
landed property. Fang Pang-hua, seeing 
that Liu Ch‘iian-chéng was a soft and plia- 
ble kind of man, claimed from him a fur- 
ther debt of 60 strings of cash, represented 
as arising from a gambling transaction with 
his late father. This was compromised by 
a payment of 30 strings of cash. Liu 
Ch‘tian-chéng felt keenly, however, the 
way in which he had been defrauded and 
stripped of all he possessed by Fang Pang- 
hua, and he determined to have his revenge 
- by killing the man himself and his two 
sons. ‘To carry out his purpose, he sought 
the assistance of one Ts‘ai-hsin and of a 
kinsman named Liu Ch‘iian-shan, to both 
of whom he related his grievances. The 
latter, having himself a grudge against 
Fang Pang-hua, readily assented, but 
the former would not lend his assistance 
until Liu Ch‘iian-chéng promised him a 
large reward and agreed to take the 
whole responsibility of the affair. Liu 
Ch‘ian-chéng then went to Fang Pang- 
hhua’s house, and, pretending that he had 
got together the balance of the debt, asked 
him to come across with his sons at noon 
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on an appointed day to receive it. To do 
so, Fang Pang-hua had to travel by an 
unfrequented road; and in a wood which 
bordered the rvad the three assassins lay in 
ambush to await the approach of their 
victims, Liu Ch‘iian-chéng himself being 
armed with a musket and his two com- 
panions with bill-hooks. They were not 
long in their hiding place when Fang Ting- 
ch‘un appeared riding on a inule, followed 
by his brother Fang Ting-hua. The first 
was immediately shot down by Liu Ch‘iian- 
chéng, and the latter, after attempting to 
make his escape, met with a similar fate. 
The father not having made his appear- 
ance, it was arranged that Ts‘ai-hsin 
should go and entice him to come by the 
saine way on the pretext that his presence 
was necessary at the payment of the money. 
The ruse succeeded and Liu Ch‘iian-chéng, 
who had in the meantime taken up another 
position on the road, fired at Fang Pang- 
hua on his approach. The shot having 
mnissed, the unfortunate man was knocked 
over with a stone and then despatched with 
Liu Ch‘iian-shan’s knife. Two men who 
were passing at the time having given the 
alarm, Liu Ch‘iian-chéng surrendered to 
the authorities, but his two companions 
effected their escape. The law lays down 
that any person guilty of the murder of three 
persons of the same family shall suffer death 
by the slow and painful process, and that his 
property shall be handed over to the family 
of his victims. It further provides that 
the murderer shall at once be executed, the 
fact being at the same time reported to the 
Throne. This sentence has been carricd 
out in the case of Liu Ch‘itan-chéng and 
efforts are being made to bring the other 
two criminals to justice. 


MISSION OF INQUIRY. 


May 10th.—(1) Decrce. We command 
En-ch ‘éng and Hsiich Yiin-shéng to proceed 
overland to Kuangsi ona mission of inqniry, 
and to take with them their respective 
staffs. 

APPEAL TO THE CENSORATE. 

(2) A Memorial from the President of 
the Censorate reporting the result of an in- 
vestigation by himself and his colleagues of 
an appeal case from Honan. The appellant, 
Li Yen-hua, was a native of the Lé Yang 
District in that province, and appealed 
against the injustice he had suffered from 
extortion in the levy of the grain tax. By 
established custom the money commutation 
for this tax was fixed in Honan at the rate 
of 35 cash per shéng of rice, but in recent 
times a ho or shao of rice was assessed at 
the same amount as a shéng. For instance, 





the appellant and his three brothers origi- 
nally lived together, and were liable for a 
commutation payment on their common 
holding originally calculated on 2 shéng 
and 6 ho, which was subsequently treated 
as 8 shéng. Not only this, but when 
they set up separate establishments still 
retaining the same land, each of them 
was held responsible for a payment based 
upon 8 shéng. This was his own case and 
it was only an example of what prevailed 
over the entire district. The fixed com- 
mutation assessment of Lé Yang was Tls. 
1,000, while the amount now levied 
amounted to several tens of thousands of 
tacls. The petitioner had remonstrated 
with the revenue clerks and only got mal- 
treated and defrauded for his trouble. He 
had carried his complaint to the higher 
courts, but it was always sent back to the 
local magistrate, who, instead of giving him 
a fair trial, imprisoned one of his brothers 
aud beat the other to death. This was the 
petitioner’s statement of the case, and 
while it was still under the consideration 
of the Censorate he died in confinement in 
Peking. Two proclamations which were 
found on his person after death gave a 
different version of the affair, and the whole 
case has been remitted back to the Governor 
of Honan to be thoroughly enquired into 
and sifted. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


May 11th.—(1) A Decree placing Shang 
Chang-mou at the disposal of the Seventh 
Prince for service in the Board of Admi- 
ralty. 

(2) A Decree appointing Hsing-ts‘un De- 
puty Lieutenant-General at Canton, in the 
place of Shang Chang-mow transferred to 
Peking. 

(3) A Decree based upon a memorial from 
Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, who has solicited the 
donation of a memorial tablet, and the be- 
stowal of an additional title of honour upon 
the tutelary deity of the Tung-t‘ai District 
in Kiangsu, whose miraculous interposition 
has been conspicuously manifested. The 
deity in question has never failed to give 
heed to the prayers of the people by averting 
pestilence, flood, and drought, and generally 
comforting them in time of trial, and We 
command the officers of the Imperial Col- 
lege of Inscriptions to prepare a tablet which 
is to be sent to Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian to be 
reverently suspended in the local temple 
in token of our deep gratitude for the super- 
natural protection afforded. As to the 
bestowal of an honorary title let the question 
be considered by the Board of Ceremonies. 
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TRIBUTE RICE. 

(4) A Memorial from the Director-Gen- 
eral of the Grain Transport, reporting that 
the junks with the tribute rice from Kiang- 
pei and Kiangsu have been dragged over 
the locks at Ch‘ing Chiang-pu and have 
proceeded on their journey northwards. 
The Kiangsu fleet numbers 424 sail, carry- 
ing a total cargo of 105,700 piculs, while that 
from Kiangpei consists of 531 vessels, laden 
with 133,900 piculs of rice. The portion 
sent this year by the canal route from 
Kiangsu is larger than in previous years, 
while that from Kiangpei remains the same. 
The writer had the vessels conducted 
through the various locks without delay 
and wrote to the Director-General of the 
Yellow River announcing their approach, 
so that their progress might be duly faci- 
litated, and that they might have the bene- 
fit of the freshet to cross the Yellow River. 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
7 FOREIGN QUESTIONS. 


May 12th.—A Memorial from the Gover- 
nor-General at Nanking soliciting the be- 
stowal upon officers engaged in the manage- 
ment of foreign affairs of certain marks of 
merit which have been twice sanctioned by 
Imperial Decree, but to which the board 
has raised objections. On the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1885, the Memorialist recommended 
for promotion a number of ofticers who had 
specially exerted themselves in the man- 
agement of foreign questions, among whom 
were included some of those mentioned in 
a list furnished to’ him by the Taotai of 
Shanghai, and his recommendations were 
approved by Imperial Decree. The Board, 
however, pointed out that the regulations 
issued in July 1883 did not provide 
any form of reward for the performance of 
ordinary duties, such as Customs work, and 
memorialised the Throne asking that the 
sanction previously granted should be can- 
celled. In reply to this, the Memorialist 
stated that the services of the officers in 
question were in connection with interna- 
tional questions of the gravest moment, 
totally distinct from the management of 
Customs matters, and he requested that 
the Imperial sanction should be confirmed. 
The Board reported that the conduct of for- 
eign commercial matters at the ports consist- 
ed merely of the collection of the Customs 
duties, and in proof of its statement quoted 
an extract from a memorial by Liu Kun-i 
which, in the Board’s opinion, left no 
room for doubt on the subject. With 
reference to the above, the Memorialist 
observes that, at the date of Liu Kun-i’s 
memorial, the manageinent of Customs 
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matters as well as the conduct of foreign 
questions alike constituted a claim for re- 
commendation, but from the language 


. used it is evident that the writer laid 


greater stress upon the latter class of 
_ duties. Indeed, in the same memorial he 


dwelt upon the very friendly relations ; 


which had been maintained with foreign 
officials during an important crisis, and 
attributed this to the honest and straight- 
forward conduct displayed in the manage- 
ment of foreign affairs. The memorialist 
also referred to the cases of Shanghai and 
Chinkiang, which, from their proximity to 
the scene of action during the late crisis, 
as well as their great commercial wealth, 
were exposed to dangers which were averted 
by the active co-operation of the above- 
mentioned officers with the naval and 
military authoritites. Their arduous duties 
in moving from place to place, in pro- 
curing information, and in uniting the 
people in a common cause, and their 
success in providing for the quiet and 
safety. of the various nationalities are 
services of great value to the State, to 
which the past furnishes no analogy. Me- 
morialist 1s Minister Superintendent of 
Trade, and his functions are, as his title 
denotes, similar to those performed by the 
Tsung-li Yamén, and are by no means con- 
fined to the control of Customs matters, 
The Board states that officers on the Me- 
morialist’s staff specially entrusted with the 
conduct of foreign questions are entitled to 
recommendation, and this admission shows 
that the Board is aware of the existence of 
such a class of officers. It deliberately 
suspects the Memorialist, however, of 
fraudulently including in his recommenda- 
tion officers engaged in the collection of 
duties, which abuse of the confidence re- 
osed in him by the Court he indignantly 
enies. If Lin Kun-i made recommen- 
dations both for Customs work and the 
conduct of foreign questions, the Memo- 
rialist cannot see, now that the former 
class of services no longer gives a claim for 
reward, that he is therefore wrong for con- 
tinuing to made recommendations in the 
latter. The board asks for what the Cus- 
toms establishments exist if not for the 
collection of duties? The answer is, that 
for economical and other reasons separate 
offices for the conduct of foreign ques- 
tions have not been established and 
attached to and incorporated with the 
Customs: department there is a staff of offi- 
- cers specially deputed for dealing with such 
questions. The Memorialist also draws 
attention to the fact that although the 
board’s regulations admit of recommenda- 
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tions being made once every three years, 
six years have elapsed since the date of Liu 
Kun-i’s memorial, and insists that it would 
be unfair to shelve men who had: served 
for such a long period without reward. In 
conclusion, the Memorialist asks His Majesty 
to confirm the previous Decrees, and sanc- 


| tion the bestowal of rewards upon the 36 


officers enumerated on the list he encloses. — 
Referred to the consideration of the board 
concerned. 

MOVEMENTS OF THE EMPEROR. 

May 13th.—(1) Court Circular.—After 
breakfast and the transaction of public 
business to-morrow, the Emperor will pro- 
ceed to the Pei Hai. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) Decree.—Hsii Ch‘éngyii is appointed 
Sub-Director of the Court of State Cere- 
monial, and Kuo-lé-min-pu is permitted, on 
account of impaired eyesight, to vacate the 
post of Director of the Conrt of Imperial 
Entertainments. 


HANKOW CUSTOMS REVENUE, 


(3) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Hu Kuang provinces for- 
warding a statement of the receipts and 
disbursements of the Foreign Customs at 
Hankow for the quarter ending 31st Dec. 
1886. The allotment of the six-tenths of 
the duties failed to cover the repayments, 
expenses, and remittances, and there is a 
deficit of Tls. 29,633.382, which will be 
made good next quarter from the likin 
receipts on foreign goods. Of the four- 
tenths of the duties that were retained 
during this and the previous quarter there 
remains, after deducting disbursements, a 
balance of Tis. 25,231.641, which will be 
duly forwarded. A separate account is 
furnished of the duties collected from the 
China Merchants’ Company. Of the receipts 
from this source, which, exclusive of remit- 
tances, amounted to Tls 39,083.296, 68% 
was included in the account furnished for 
the six tenths of the foreign Customs re- 
ceipts. The remaining 327, which had 
been retained for this, and the previous 
quarter, amounted, after deducting pay- 
ments, to Tls. 40,538.368, and will be duly 
accounted for. There was a total import 
of 311} chests of opium during the quarter, 
containing 31,990 catties, and 5 catties of 
prepared opium, on all of which no duty 


-was receivable. 


- KIUKIANG CUSTOMS RETURNS. 

May 14th.—(1) The Governor of Kiangsi 
forwards a return showing what has been 
done with the duties received by the Kiu- 
kiang Customs for the period from Ist 
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October to 31st December, 1886. The full 
duties, half duties, and tonnage dues on 
foreign steamers, Chinese steamers and 
sailing vessels amount to Tls. 93,443.3.8.2, 
on account of which there have already 
been remitted Tls. 113,697.6.5.2, making 
an excess for foreign steamers’ duties of 
Tls. 18,457.9.0.3, and for Chinese steamers’ 
duties of Tls. 1,797.1.7.7. The 40 per 
cent. appropriated to the Board of Revenue 
of duties paid by foreign steamers, amounts 
to Tls. 20,548.5.9, from which is to be 
deducted Tls. 6,000 for Custom-house ex- 
penses. The 52 per cent. of duties paid 
by Chinese steamers, which is similarly ap- 
propriated, amounts to Tls. 20,378.3.4.1. 
Of this Tls. 20,000 have already been for- 
warded, leaving a balance of Tls. 378.4.3.1, 
Further there are due to the Tsung-li Ya- 
mén, 30 per cent. of fines, Tls. 133.3.2. and 
30 per cent. of tonnage dues, which on 
foreign steamers come to Tls. 4.4.7, and 
on Chinese steamers to Tls. 24.72. These 
sums are passed into the accounts for the 
next quarter. 
CHARGES AGAINST A CAPTAIN. 


(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that a captain in the Chékiang army, 
named Fang I-té, was suspended and an 
inquiry instituted into his conduct, because 
one of the cannon in a fort under his charge 
had been found to have been spiked. It 
has now been discovered that Fang I-té was 
in the habit of giving leave of absence to 
- his men and appropriating their allow- 
ances, besides miscondncting himself in 
other ways.—The Emperor's Rescript orders 
that Fang I-té be cashiered and tried for 
his offences. 

INSPECTION OF RIVER FLEET BY P‘ENG YU-LIN. 

May 15th.—(1) P‘eng Yii-lin reports his 
approaching departure for the purpose of 
inspecting the Naval Forces stationed on 
the River Yangtse. The annual tour of 
visitation made by the Memorialist was 
interrupted in 1883 by orders given to 
superintend the defence of the Canton 
coast. In the beginning of 1886 he was 
relieved of his duties at Canton, and as 
he was suffering severely from a disease 
brought on by the malaria and humidity of 
the coast, he took up his abode for three 
months near the Western Lake at Hang- 
chow for the purpose of submitting himself 
to medical treatment. But a cure not being 
effected, he was granted three months’ leave 
in order that he might return to his home. 
Accordingly he journeyed up the Yangtsze 
to Hunan, inspecting the naval forces on 
his way, Again despairing of his health, he 
besought that he might retire from his post 
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of President of the Board of War, and also 
that he might be relieved of his special 
duties with regard to the Yangtse fleet. Both 
these prayers were refused, but three 
months’ more leave were graciously accorded 
to him. The Memorialist has the most 
lively sense of gratitude for Their Majesties’ 
favour. But, alas! he finds that doctors 
and drugs are of no avail, and he is over- 
come with a combination of old and fresh 
diseases, which are attacking him with 
greater violence than ever. Two years ago, 
though he was feeble of limb, still his 
intellect was unclouded. Now not only 
can he not move without help or articulate 
without difficulty, but even his very mind 
is confused. He is also troubled with sleep- 
lessness and indigestion. In spite, how- 
ever, of his incapability, he proposes to start 
on the 14th of April, and, in conjunction 
with the Admiral of the Yangtse, take all 
possible measures for ensuring the efficiency 
of the fleets and fortifications. He will do 
his duty without shrinking from unpopu- 
larity, and will report or punish without 
merey any cases of indiscipline or insub- 
ordination on the part of either officers or 
men.—Rescript published earlier. 


SUMMARY EXECUTIONS IN SHANTUNG. 


16th May.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports that five criminals have been 
summarily executed in Shantung during 
the three months of last winter. Two of 
the men were discharged soldiers, who 
were convicted of burglary and also of 
highway robbery committed on horseback, 
in conjunction with other persons. The 
other three men confessed to having been 
guilty of burglary in a shop and in two 
private houses, from which they carried 
off money, clothes, horses, and mules.— 
Rescript :—Let the Board of Punishments 
take note. : 


PRESENT CONDITION OF YELLOW RIVER, 


(2) A memorial by the Governor of Shan- 
tung.—The ice in the Yellow River broke 
up this year on the 14th of February. 
Within three days’ time the Memorialist 
was on the river bank, superintending 
operations. The spring freshets. com- 
menced on the 30th March. On the 3rd 
April the water had risen six feet five inches, 
and after that date it kept mounting and 
falling alternately. During this period the 
banks fell in at three places in the Districts 
of Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, Ch‘i-ho and Li-ch‘eng, 
but the repairs immediately effected by the 
river guard prevented any harm ‘from en- 
suing: The most important work now in 
process of execution is at Shuang-ho-ling 
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in Ho-tsé Hsien, where the great embank- 
ment was almost entirely washed away last 
year. A loop embankment, 11,660 feet in 
length, is beingconstructed there and is more 
than half finished. This and certain other 
works enumerated by the Memorialist, all 
of which have reached an advanced stage, 
will be completed without fail before the 
season of the summer freshets. Last 
autumn the Memorialist reported his inten- 
tion of leading a canal from a point called 
Chao-chuang into the T‘u-hai River so as to 
carry off some of the surplus water from 
the Yellow River. Solid river walls were 
constructed on both sides of the mouth of 
the proposed outlet and the foundations of 
a cross embankment were carefully laid. 
But before the arrival of the proper season 
for opening the cutting, a turn in the cur- 
rent of the river deposited a sand bank at 
the exact spot, at the back of which the 
farmers of the locality are sowing corn 
on the alluvial land. The Memorialist 
has been overwhelmed with petitions from 
the inhabitants of the five hundred 
hamlets in the neighbourhood in ques- 
tion, all praying that the canal may not 
be made, and that advantage may be 
taken of the formation of the sand bank 
to build an embankment instead. These 
poor folk, instead of migrating to other 
parts, have remained in their ruined houses, 
subject for years to successive inundations, 
hoping that one of the changes constantly 
occurring in the river’s course might restore 
their prosperity tothem. The Memorialist 
does not wish to prevent the realisation of 
these hopes, and therefore in obedience to 
the popular desire he will indefinitely post- 
pone the opening of the canal. He has also 
been able to close the breach in the bank 
at Ho-wang-chuang, and the inhabitants 
there too are now able to sow their corn. 
The only opening at present remaining is 
that at Wang-chia-chiian. In a previous 
Memorial he represented to His Majesty 
that some delay would be necessary before 
this would be closed. The walls on each 
side of the gap have been brought near 
together with a view to joining them com- 
pletely, and a break-water ‘has been con- 
structed upstream so as to force the water 
into the main channel.—Rescript: It is 
noted. 
PROMOTION OF OFFICERS AT EASTERN 
MAUSOLEA. 

May 17th.—(1) Ying-lien brings to the 
notice of His Majesty that certain officers 
in charge of the Eastern Mausolea have 
caused to be made one hundred chevaux-de- 
frise for the purpose of keeping horses and 
carts away from the principal roads leading 
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up to the tombs, and have further had the 
neighbouring cart-roads put into repair. In 
these two ways they have expended a sum 
of Tls. 2,648.5, which they desire to be 
considered as a grateful tribute on their 
part, instead of charging it to the public 
accounts. The Memorialist is of opinion 
that the chevaux-de-frise were very urgently 
needed and humbly suggests that the donors 
should be promoted.—Referred by Rescript 
to the yamén concerned. 


A MURDER CASE IN TURKESTAN. 


(2) A Memorial by the Governor of the 
New Dominion, Liu Chin-t‘ang reporting 
the sentence passed in a case of murder. 
In Su-lo Chou lived a turbaned mussulman, 
a labouring man of the name of Pa-tu. 
Close by dwelt one Tieh-mush and his wife 
Tu-ti-han. Pa-tu had constant opportuni- 
ties of seeing Tu-ti-han and one day a year 
ago succeeded in seducing her without its 
coming to knowledge of the husband. A 
month afterwards, one morning after break- 
fast, Tu-ti-han went to Pa-tu’s house to 
borrow a knife. Pa-tu happening to be 
alone immediately dragged her into a 
room. Tieh-mush coming home again, 
and not finding his wife, went across to 
look for her. Going into the house he 
caught the couple in the actual commis- 
sion of adultery. He was unable to arrest 
Pa-tu, who fled away, but picking up a 
knife he seized his wife and cut off her 
back hair. She, however, succeeded in 
getting the knife away from him. He then 
took a stick which was lying at hand and 
beat her violently all over the body. The 
woman’s mother and brother, hearing the 
noise, came in and found her lying on the 
floor. They carried her home, but next day 
she died. The brother then reported the 
case to the police. Pa-tu was arrested, and 
confessed the whole truth. The Memo- 
rialist finds it is the law that, when a hus- 
band discovers his wife committing adultery 
and kills her on the spot, but the adulterer 
escapes and is afterwards arrested and con- 
fesses the offence, the adulterer should be 
condemned to strangulation after the 
ordinary delay, and the husband punished 
with eighty blows. He has, therefore, 
passed sentence in this case, in accordance 
with the law as above quoted.-—Referred 
by Rescript to the Board of Punishments. 

HONOURS FOR A VIRTUOUS LADY. 


May 18th.—(1) The Governor of Anhui 
requests that a memorial arch may be 
granted to the coucubine of the late Magis- 
trate of Nanling, a Chinese banner-man 
named Wen-lung. When her husband was 
seized with a mortal sickness, this lady 


bestowed the most tender care on him, 
tasting all his food and medicines, prayiug 
to the gods and offering to them her life in 
his stead. After his decease she secretly 
prepared for herself grave-clothes and 
shroud, and, as soon as his funeral had 
taken place, swallowed poison and so died. 
The Memorialist trusts that he is right in 
praying for some recognition of so distin- 
guished an example of heroic virtue, the 
facts of which have been formally attested 
by the fellow officials of the late m wgistrate. 
—Granted by Rescript. 


REWARD TO BEQUEST TO PUBLIC 
UNDERTAKINGS. 

(2) Li Hung-chang represents that a 
gentleman of Ts‘ang-chou, a retired colonel 
named Liu Feng-wu, has on_ several 
occasions subscribed money to works of 
public interest, and has now, in conformity 
with his deceased father’s will, given a sum 
of more than a thousand taels towards the 
republication of the ‘‘ Ts‘ang-chou History 
and Topography ” and the rebuilding of the 
Temple of the City God. The Memorialist 
requests that, in accordance with the prece- 
dents in cases where donations reach this 


amount, Liu Feng-wu may be permitted to ; 


erect an arch in memory of his father, with 
an inscription describing the virtue and 
benevolence of the deceased.—Granted by 
Rescript. 
IMPERIAL RECORDS DUSTED AND AIRED. 
May 19th.--(1) In the 20th year of Chia 


Ch‘ing a Decree was issued ordering that , 


every alternate year the Personal Recordsof 
each Monarch and the Imperial Genealogical 
Tree, which are deposited in the Ch‘ien- 
ch‘ing Kung, should be taken out for the 
purpose of being dusted and aired. It was 
at the same time laid down that in the 
fourth month of each year, in which this 
ceremony was to be performed, the Grand 
Council should furnish a list of the high 
officers of state, from whom His Majesty 
would select two Tartars and two Chinese 
to superintend the work in conjunction 
with the chief eunuch of the Ch‘ien-ch ‘ing 
Kung. The present year being one on 
which the dusting and airing has to take 
place, Prince Li has now furnished a list of 
all the high officials with the exception of 
those who have been told off for other 
special duties. From this list His Ma- 
jesty has marked off the names of Lin-shu, 
Sung-shen, Hsii Fu, and Hsiieh Yun- 
sheng. 

RENT OF RECLAIMED LANDS AT TIENTSIN. 

(2) In the year 1866 an attempt was 
made by Ch‘ung-hou to reclaim a quantity 
of waste land in the neighbourhood of 
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Chun-liang Ch‘end at Tientsin. Part of 
this land consisted of 45,874 acres belong- 
ing to the Kuang-en K‘u, or Treasury of the 
Western Tombs. In 1884 it was settled 
that an annual rent of Tls.235.2.3.1, with 
arrears of Tls.170.6.1.5, should be paid by 
the River Conservancy for rent of the 
Western Tombs Treasury. The high officer 
in charge of the said treasury has lately re- 
presented to the Throne that, as this waste 
land has been turned into cultivable soil, 
the amount of rent paid on it should be in- 
creased. Having been ordered to make 
enquiries into the case, Li Hung-chang now 
reports the result of his investigation. He 
finds that of the land which was originally 
set apart to be reclaimed not more than one 
fifth has been brought under cultivation 
atall. This is owing principally to the 
lowness of the ground, which is such that it 
is invaded both by rivers from inland and 
by the high tides from the sea. Moreover, 
under these disadvantageous circumstances 
the tenants have not cared to invest the 
large amount of capital required for seeds, 
instruments, cattle, drains, and pumps 
worked by wind mills. In some years the 
River Conservency can collect no rent at 
all, in ordinary times it has large deficien- 
cies, and in no seasons can it get in the 
full amount. If the rate required from 
the farmers were increased they would 
certainly be crushed by it. The River 
Conservancy has great difficulty in finding 
the sum which it pays annually to the 
Western Tombs Treasury; and the said 
sum, it should be noted, is calculated on 
the whole acreage of the treasury’s land, 
without making any deduction for the por- 
tions of them which return nothing. The 
Memorialist therefore hopes that things 
may be left as at present.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Revenue take note. 


NAIMAN PRINCE RETURNS HOME. 


May 20th.—(1) The Prince of the Nai- 
man Mongols presents his respects to the 
Emperor before returning to his home. 

(Note.—The Naiman tribe is one of the 
forty-nine banners of the Inner Mongols. 
Their district is.in the extreme N.E. of 
Chihli, on the south bank of the Sira Muren, 
or Liao River of Newchwang.) 


K‘UEI-SHUN, ACTING COMMISSIONER AT 
SI-NING. 


(2) K‘uei-shun is ordered to act tempo- 
rarily as Imperial Commissioner at Si-ning, 
in place of Fu-yii, who has been appointed 
Salt Commissioner at Hai-an Fu, and must 
proceed at once to his post. 
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Note.—The Commissioner at Si-ning has 
control over the Mongols in Kokonor and 
the adjacent regions. ) 


REMITTANCE FROM ANHUI FOR PAY OF 
PEKING MANDARINS. 

(3) The Governor of Anhui reports that 
he has despatched an officer to Peking with 
the sum of Tis. 3,500. This money is the 
first instalment of the annual subsidy of 
Tis. 7,000 which the province of Anhui has 
been required since 1883 to contribute to 


the fund for increasing the pay of the civil | 


officials at Peking. 


REVENUE AND POPULATION OF CHINESE 
TURKESTAN, 


(4) Liu Chin-t‘ang presents a Memorial 
giving a statement of the revenue and po- 
pulation of Chinese Turkestan. Since the 
pacification of the country a large number 
of colonists have been introduced, the lands 
cultivated are not in all cases the same as 
before, and there have been changes in the 
boundaries of districts. It has, therefore, 
been found impossible to restore the old 
regulations, and the ofticers concerned have 
been content to measure the land and 
assess it for taxation. 

On the north road officers sent by the 
late Viceroy Tso Tsung-t‘ang have at va- 
rious times measured all the ground in 
Ti-hua, Ch‘ang-ch‘i, Fou-k‘ang, Sui-lai, 
Chi-t‘ai, Turfan, Chi-mu-sa, and Kutopi, 
dividing it into superior, medium, and 
inferior land, respectively rated for taxa- 
tion at seven, four, and three pints of grain 
per acre, and no extras being allowed to 
be charged. Chensi, Hami, Kur-kara-usu 
and Ching-ho are taxed under the same 
regulations as in old times. It is found 
that, putting aside the military settlements 
and taking the land in cultivation and that 
out of cultivation together, the revenue is 
about the same as it used to be, except 
that in Turfan the grain collected is more 
and the silver collected less than formerly, 
and the two being taken together there is 
a certain degree of increase. 

On the south road it appears from the 
records that of old there was a great differ- 
ence in the regulations in various localities. 
Some places paid land tax; some paid 
none; some paid copper by weight; some 
paid in local currency. Therefore, now 
that a regular provincial administration has 
been introduced in the place of the special 
high officials who formerly governed the 
country, it has been found necessary to 
frame an entirely new set of rules. The 
officers appointed by Tso Tsung-t‘ang began 
by collecting a tenth of the crop. But as 


the Memorialist found this to work injus- | 
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tice in some cases, he has introduced a new 
system, under which a smaller amount is 
paid by some. The land is now rated 
according to its quality. Superior land 
pays per acre five or four pints of grain and 
five catties of straw. Medium land pays 
three pints and three catties; inferior, 


; about one and a half pints and two catties 


of straw. Nothing additional is collected. 
Formerly much inconvenience was caused 
to the people in certain districts by rules 
requiring them to commute their grain tax 
for a sun in copper or silver, irrespective 
of whether the locality produced copper or 
silver. Now, as a tentative measure, all 
land tax will be paid in grain ; and mines 
will be allowed to be worked by any one 
on payment of a royalty to the State. As 
the Begs in most of the towns have been 
done away with, the lands formerly granted 
to them in place of pecuniary allowances, 
will be re-oceupied by the government and 
let out to farmers for rent. The lands of 
the Begs who still exist, and those granted 
for the support of schools or temples, will 
be subject to ordinary taxation. Grain 
tax must be six-tenths wheat, four-tenths 
maize (?). Some places pay rice or millet. 
In districts lying 200 li from the towns 
farmers will be allowed to commute a por- 
tion of their grain tax for money. The 
amount which may be commuted and which 
will never much exceed one half, will be 
regulated by the want of grain for the 
troops. For the present one picul measure 
of wheat is valued at a tael, and one of 
maize at sixty cents; one picul weight of 
straw at five cents. On the north and the 
south road together the area of assessed land, 
in cultivation and out of cultivation, is ascer- 
tained to be acres (mu) 11,480,194.4.5, cap- 
able of paying in grain, piculs276,051.31.4.1; 
in straw, catties 14,902,701.7.3 ; in silver, 
money tax and commuted grain tax, Ts. 
59,148.4.1.1.4.4.7. On land already in 
cultivation the grain tax is piculs 
203,029.2.3.8.2; the straw tax, catties 
13,958,216.1.0.2.8; money, Tls. 57,952.1.6. 
2.1.7. The remaining land will be entered 
for taxation as soon as it is brought under 
cultivation. The assessment of the land 
has enabled a census of the population to be 
taken. In the whole province the Chinese, 
Chinese Mohammedans, turbaned Moham- 
medans, and Chinese immigrants together 
amount to 266, 959 households, and 1,238,583 
souls. The population is most scanty on 
the north road, and great efforts should be 
made to attract immigrants there. It must 
be noted that there is no early harvest in 
Turkestan, and the whole collection of land 
tax takes place when the crops are gathered 
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in autumn.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Revenue take note. 


FOREIGN CUSTOMS AT FOOCHOW. 
REMITTANCE TO PEKING. 


May 21st.—{1) The Tartar-General at 
Foochow, in his capacity of Superintendent 
of the Foochow Maritime Customs, reports 
the transmission to Peking of a portion 
of the contribution for the present year 
claimed by the Imperial Government. At 
the instance of the Board of Revenue an 
arrangement, which received the Imperial 
sanction, was made towards the close of 
last year, providing that the Peking subsidy 
due from the Customs establishments should 
in future be paid by instalments sent in 
advance, one-half of the annual assessment 
being forwarded by the beginning of the 
5th month, and the remainder early in the 
12th month of each year. The Foochow 
assessment for this year is Tls. 300,000. 
The Memorialist points out that the Cus- 
toms receipts at Foochow vary greatly in 
amount at different seasons of the year, 
and explains that the present being a dull 
period, he has experienced great difliculty 
in raising the sum required for the first 
half of the year. He has accordingly for 
this purpose made use of a balance of Ts. 
51,168.2.5.0.3 which remained over from 
the reccipts of the native Customs for last 
year, and having added to it a sum of Ts. 
48,831.7.4.9.7 which has been drawn from 
tho Maritime Custoins collection, he has 
remitted the total amount ls. 100, 000 to 
Peking through the two firms, Hsich Teung- 
ch‘ing and Hsin Tai-thou. 


ANHUI—ROBBERY AND MURDER CASE. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Anhui reporting a case of plunder and 
murder by a gang of robbers—Chang-t‘ang, 
Lin-wu, and Luita-t‘-zu (Liu, ‘the big 
footed”) were three tramps who caine 
originally from the two districts of Wo- 
yang and T‘ai-ho. They and two other men 
named Chi-chi and Tou Yu-chih met to- 
gether for the first time at the end of last 
year at a place called Miao Chia-chi, and 
the conversatiom having turned upon their 
straitened means, Chi-ch‘i suggested that 
they should join together and make a raid 
upon a house in the neighbourhood, the 
proprietor of which he knew to be a man of 
substance. Five other men joined the con- 
federacy and at the dead of night they met 
together at a lonely place to mature their 
plans. Some unarmed, one armed with a 
cutlass, and the rest with knives and blud- 
geons, the ten men started on their journey; 
but Liu, ‘‘ the big footed,’ having fallen ill 
on the way, was left behind. Arrived at their 
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destination, Lin-wu and Tou Yu-chih were 
posted outside the house tokeep watch, while 


| the remainder ofthe gangrushed in in a body 


and started the work of plunder. A man 
servant in the house was roused by their 
movements, and, as he shouted for help, 
was dealt a blow by Chang-t‘ang, from the 
effects of which he died. The robbers re- 
turned to the place where they had left 
their companion, and as they were narrat- 
ing to him their advanture, and making a 
division of the spoil, they heard the noise 
of their pursuers, and were forced to dis- 
perse. Chang-t‘ang was arrested in Anhui, 
the others are still at large, with the excep- 
tion of Lin-wu and Liu ‘‘the big footed,” 
who were brought up on another charge 
before the Magistrate of the Ché-ch‘éng 
District in Honan. The two latter have 
since died, and Chang-t‘ang, who was con- 
victed of having been an accomplice in the 
robbery and the perpetrator of the murder 
of the man servant, was sentenced by the 
law applicable to cases of robbery accom- 
panied by murder to immediate decapita- 
tion with exposure of the head. 


FOREIGN CUSTOMS AT HANKOW. REMITTANCE 
TO PEKING. 

May 22nd.—(1) The Governor-General 
of the Hu Kuang Provinces reports the 
transmission to Peking of the first instal- 
ment of the subsidy for the present year, 
claimed by the central government from 
the Maritime Customs at Hankow. The 
total amount at which the subsidy of the 
Hu Kuang Provinces has been assessed is 
Ts. 7,000,000, of which the foreign Customs 
revenue is to contribute Tls. 150,000 ; and, 
in accordance with an application made by 
the Board of Revenue, the remittances for 
the year are to be paid in advance. The 
T‘ao-tai at Hankow has accordingly drawn 
a sum of Tls. 50,000 from the Customs 
receipts, which is being forwarded as the 
first instalment for the present year, and 
further remittances will be sent from time 
to time as the receipts come in. 


ANHUI—ROBBERY, MURDER, AND MAN- 
SLAUGHTER, 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Anhui reporting the trial and sentence of a 
soldier, who was convicted of the robbery 
of government funds, and of the murder of 
one person and the manslaughter of another. 
Li Hsien-ts‘ai, the criminal, was a native of 
Po-chou where he worked as a day labourer. 
In March 1885, being out of employment, 
he and a friend, a Honan man, named Sun 
Fu-jung, enlisted in the Sung Wu battalion, 
the one being attached to the central divi- 
sion and the other to the left. The battalion 
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was soon afterwards transferred to Liu Li-ho 
in Chihli, and while there the two men inet 
one day and talked over the hardships of a 
soldier's life. Sun Fu-jung said that he knew 
of a money chest which was in the tent of 
one of the office.s, and susested that they 
should make an atieimpt to vet possession of 
it. Li Hsien-ts‘ai having approved of. the 
idea, the two men slipped away at nightfall to 
the camp of the officer in question. ” Ab mnid- 

night Sun Fu-jung entered the camp, got 
possession of the box, and lowered it over 
the wall. The two men carvied it by turns 
to a lonely spot, where tuey opened it, and 
found it contained ten ingots of silver and 
a bridle. They divided the money between 
them, and threw away the bridle and the 
empty box. By keeping on unfrequenied 
roads by day and sleeping in uninhabited 
temples by night, Li ifsien-ts‘ai, ater 
spending all his share of the spoil, ceven- 
tually mana jed to make his way back to 
his native place in Anhui, where he went 
to the house of a man named Li Chuan- 
shao for a night's lod sing. Tae maa 
knowing that his wouul-be guest was 

yanted by the authorities, proceeded 
take steps for handing him over to juscice, 
and his son Li-po, taking hold of the 
criminal, held him fast, uni] ihe huiie. - 
still stru sling to make his escape, sted | 
his opponent with a kvife which he best 
dvawn for purpose of iaitinidation — L' 
Ch‘uan-shao himself then closed in upon 
the criminal, who with blood-vuiest inceut 
dealt him a fatal stab with the kote. hi 
Usien-ts‘ai, having been arrested, has been 
sentenced to immediate decapitacion, in 
accordance with the law which covers the 
case of the murder of one person and the 
manslaughter of another, both of whom 
are members of the family. His companion 
has been captured in Honan and duly dealt 
with by the authorities of thot provirce. 

APPOINTMENT. 
May 23rd.—‘l) Weén-pin is gavcited 
Prefect of Chii-ch‘iny in Yiinnan. 
APPLICATION FOR RETIREMENT. 


(2) A Memorial from Pien Pavo-chi‘iian, 
the Governor of Honan, asking for perm’s- 
sion to retize from the public sei vice on the 
score of ill-health.—The Memorial‘st had 
previously been granted a month’s leave of 
absence, which he spent in making every 
effurt to regain his health, but he is still 
troubled with a recurrence of hig old coin- 
plaint, the symptons of which are impaired 

igestion and frequent attacks of fever. He 
lies awake the whole night through, and 
the relief whch he has obtained .rom drastic 
remedies of a cathartic nature has been 
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purchased at the expense of an undermined 
constitution. The palpitation has growa 
so serious that he forgets the contents of 
ollicial papers the moment he has perused 
them. He is obliged to receive his sub- 
ordinates in his bedroom, and the leass 
attempt at carrying on a prolonged conver- 
sation leaves him in a hopeless state of 
mental confusion and nervous debility. His 
position js one of vast responsibility, and 
weve he to aitempt to struggle through his 
work in his present enfeehl2d condition, 
aad anything go wrong in conseyuence, the 
result would Ee very serious.—Autograph 
Resevipt : Let the applicant take anothez 
mouth’s leave ; he need 10% vacate his pose. 
EXAMINATIONS IN SUANSI. 

(8) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
arrangement which he proposes to make 
this year for examining the students of the 
seven outlying sub-i refeetures of the pro- 
Vv ince which have recently heenre-orsanized. 
The Board of Ceremonies had proposed thai 
the stulomes of the disurivts in qtesGonr 
should ineet together for examination at the 
Peerectural Ciky of Ta-t‘ung, but to this it 
was obivecod fae with the exception of 
Feus- chén and 2 Ning-yt an, the dissances 
fom Ta-t" ung were so gat that the jour- 
ney there woukl iniics a greit hardship 
upon the students, wad the result would be 
uv very mengre _ibbonk vac. The Menw- 
vinlist accordii sted that on the 
arrival of the . : Chancellor at Ta- 
t‘ung, he should forward examina.ion pa- 
pers to the Intendans of the Wesi Sui 
Civeuit, who should hold the exaninacions 
for the five more distant disiicts an.l return 
the answers of the candidates. Tais sug- 
gestion was referred for the consideration 
of the boar], but no answer has as yet been 
received, and the Literary Chancellor having 
now reached Ta-t! ung, the Memorialist pro- 
poses to follow the plan he has sugested for 
thepresent year. It has been settled that 
the successful candidates shall be 5 per cent. 
of those examined. This is a rather liberal 
wlowance, but it is intended to stimulate 
the desire for culture in these remote parts 
of the empire. 


SUBSCRIPTION TO SUFFERERS FROM 
INUNDATION. 

(4) A sub-Memorial from Governor of 
Shansi acknowledging in grateful terms the 
receipt of Tls. 23,500 which had been raised 
by subscription by the Governor-General at 
Nanking for the relief of the sutferers by 
the inundations of the river Fén, and of a 
sum of Tls. 3,500 which had been collected 
by the Lieutenant-Governor at Canton and 
forwarded for the same purpose. 
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COURT CIRCULAR. 

May 24th.—(1) En Ch‘éng and Hsiieh 
Yiin-shéng had audience to receive instruc- 
tions before starting for Kuangsi on their 
mission of investigation. 

(2) The following appointments and 
transfers are gazetted :—Li Hung-kuei is 
appointed Police Censor for the north divi- 
sion of Peking. During the absence on 
special service of Hsiieh Yiin-shéng and En 
Ch‘éng, Shén Ping-ch‘éng is to act for the 
former as Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments, and Pén-ko will take 
the place of the latter as Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral of the Bordered Blue Banner. 

(3) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
having reminded the Emperor of the cere- 
mony to be conducted at the Temple of the 
Earth on the 22nd of June next, His 
Majesty has announced his intention of 
going in person to worship at the principal 
altar, and has nominated four high officers 
to make offerings at four side altars. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


May 25th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced :— 

T‘ien Hsi-fan to be a steward, and Yung- 
shan, Jung-shan, and Pai Yii-lin to be 
official writers in the Board of Revenue. 
Li Ching-hsi to be Intendant of the Yung- 
ning Circuit in Szechuen. Té-yin to be 
Censor of the Kiangnan Circuit. Fu-shon 
to be Secretary of the Grand Secretariat. 

(2) A Memorial from Kuo Lé-min-pu 
applying for permission to vacate the post 
of Director of the Court of Imperial Enter- 
tainments, on the ground of impaired eye- 
sight.—The Memorialist has previously had 
short leave on several occasions, and though 
he has tried all remedies to effect a cure, 
the film which covers his eyes no sooner 
disappears than it returns again, and he has 
great difficulty in distinguishing objects. 
His medical advisers tell him that the affec- 
tion of the eyes arise from mental anxiety, 
and that any attempt to get well hastily 
may bring on inflammation, and not only 
retard a cure, but aggravate the original 
mischief. His ambition was to make some 
requital for the Imperial favours of which 
he has been an unworthy recipient, but he 
has now no recourse but to pray for per- 
mission to retire.—Rescript published in 
Gazette of 13th May. 

(3) A Memorial from Ts‘én Yii-ying, 
Governor-General of the Yiin- Kuei pro- 
vinces, denouncing a department magistrate 
for making illegal exactions in the collection 
of the land tax. The Governor-General 
states that the south-west portion of Yiinnan 
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land, and what there is of the latter is so 
thin and poor that it yields but a small 
return for the trouble of cultivation. The 
land tax was originally assessed at a propor- 
tionately low rate, but this advantage has 
unfortunately been neutralized by the reck- 
less exactions of the district officers. The 
result is that the people are steeped in 
poverty all the year round, and that after 
paying the land tax they have nothing left 
to support themselves and their families. 
Rather than farm under such circumstances, 
they throw up their holdings and go off 
elsewhere. Though the Memorialist has 
been twice called away during his tenure of 
office on military expeditions beyond the 
frontier, yet he has lost no opportunity of 
studying this question in the hope of being 
able to ameliorate the condition of the 
people. The exactions of the magistrate 
whom he denounces were five-fold in excess 
of the legal levy, and are far too glaring to 
be condoned ; and he would ask that he 
should be removed from office preparatory 
to a full investigation. 


THE DEFECTIVE DRAINAGE OF PEKING. 


May 26th.——A Memorial from Fang Ju- © 
shao, Censor of the Hu Kuang Circuit, 
commenting upon the present condition of 
the sewers in the Tartar city, and suggest- 
ing that the officers who were charged with 
repairing them last year should be held 
responsible for having them put in proper 
order. The density of the population and 
the narrowness of the streets in the Capital 
make the overflowing of the drains a mat- 
ter of serious danger, and during the rainy 
season the only protection lies in the 
water-courses being kept perfectly free. 
High officers were annually commissioned 
in the past to undertake this task, and the 
Government money was freely spent. With 
a view to economy and a due regard to 
the clearance of the drains, the Board of 
Works, finding that a general restoration 
every year made too great a demand on 
the public funds, decided to apportion an 
annual sum of Tis. 12,000 for putting in 
order such sections as required repair. A 
year has barely elapsed since the last repairs 
were made under the superintendence of 
four high officials, and so far from being im- 
proved, the drains are again stopped up 
and in a worse state than they were before. 
Fully one chang of the sewer spanned by 
the Hua Shih Bridge has given way, and if 
it is not repaired now, the work will entail 
great trouble and expense hereafter. The 
contractors cannot well raise any objections 
to being called upon to restore the work 
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its stability, and they will find their task 
comparatively easy if they do so before the 
defects become too numerous. The condi- 
tion of the open drains ought to be a sure 
index to that of the closed ones, and as the 
drains inside communicate with the moat 
outside, and were repaired just after the 
latter had been put into perfect order, it 
seems hard to account for their being in a 
worse state now than they were before. 
On looking into the matter, it will be found 
that the cause lies in the absence of fixed res- 
ponsibility. The task of clearing out and re- 
pairing the moat was entrusted exclusively 
to Chang Yao and his soldiers, and it was 
completed innine months, while in the case of 
the city drains four officers wore employed 
who engaged the services of seven or eight 
different firms of contractors. All these 
men were looking after their individual 
interests, and being without any head to 
control them, the contractors did everything 
just as they pleased, and the money was 
pilfered at overy stage. The result is that 
the moat is a success and the city drains a 
total failure. The sewer on which the Hua- 
shih Bridge stands is some 300 chang long, 
and is the main artery in the drainage of 
the city, being the receptacle for all the 
water from the northwest of it as well as 
for that from the portion whioh lies be- 
tween the Chén-yang and Hsiian-wu gates. 
The bridge is about two chang from the 
flood-gates below the city wall, and the 
mud which has accumulated at the flood- 
gates ought to have been entirely removed 
and the bed of this portion of the sewer 
cleared out. The division of responsibility, 
however, made every one look on with 
indifference, and the want of proper 
inspection enabled the contractors to scamp 
the work. It is no wonder that the Gov- 
ernment money was wasted to no pur- 
pose. Much money will be saved and 
much trouble avoided if the contractors 
are made to restore the work before the 
beginning of the rainy season, while if a 
long delay ensues the result will be that, 
when the heavy rains occur, the sewer and 
the flood gates being blocked up, not only 
will the entire sewer collapse, bnt the 
southern side of the city wall will be en- 
dangered. The Memorialist has made 
enquiries of the people living in the 
neighbourhood, and they all aver that 
there was no water lying in this drain 
the spring before the repairs commenced. 
It is now full of filth, and being exposed to 
public view it cannot fail to be the subject 
of general comment. In conclusion, the 
Memorialist suggests that when repairs of 
this kind are next undertaken, either the 
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officers in charge of the water-courses or the 
Commandant of the Gendarmerie should be 
held responsible for seeing to their proper 
execution. ‘ 


ARSENAL AT CH‘ENG-TE FU. 


May 27th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General of Szechuen recommend- 
ing for the bestowal of special marks of 
merit several officers who have done good 
service in connection with the arsenal at 
Ch‘éng-té Fu, which was started as an 
experiment in October, 1877, under the 
superintendence of Tséng Chao-chi, an ex- 
pectant Sub-Prefect. The Intendant of the 
Ch‘éng, Mien, Lung, Mao Circuit, and an 
expectant Taotai, named Huang Hsi-shou, 
were subsequentty associated with him in 
its management. In 1879, just as the 
work had got properly in train, the 
arsenal was closed for a time, but it was 
re-opened in 1880 under its former manage- 
ment and on a more extensive scale. Tséng 
Chao-chi and his colleagues showed great 
ingenuity in teaching native workmen to 
turn out guns of foreign pattern without 
the aid of foreigners; and by making use 
of water power to drive the machinery of 
the workshops a great saving of fuel and 
labour was effected. A powder factory, 
which is also driven by water, has been 
erected outside the city, and for years past 
the whole staff of the establishment has 
strained every nerve to attain perfection in 
their work, as the following out-turn will 
testify: 3 complete sets of machinery, 1,590 
different articles of machinery, 14,913 
foreign firearms, 280,590 catties of foreign 
powder, 13,750,000 percussion caps, 685,570 
cartridges for breech-loading guns, 605,000 
bullets, and 3 pisces of foreign cannon. A 
portion of the above has been issued for the 
use of the provincial army, and supplies 
have also been furnished to Yiinnan and 
Kuangsi, as also to the forces formerly 
under the command of Pao Ch‘ao. Owing 
to the rapid movement of the machinery 
and the explosive nature of powder the work 
is attended with great risk, and the slightest 
mistake might entail fatal consequences. 
The men, on whose behalf the present 
recommendation is made, have done their 
duty in face of much danger, and the me- 
morialist submits that their exceptional 
services entitle them to the rewards provid- 
ed by the Board of Admiralty regulations for 
defensive services in the maritime provinces. 

COINAGE OF CASH IN HUPEH. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces and the Governor of 
Hupeh report the arrangements they pro- 
pose to make for the coinage of cash in the 
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The regulations 


of each year’s coinage. 
: sed to adopt are based 


which it is now proposed ) 
upon those in force in Fuhkien, where 


foreign copper and foreign lead are used in 
equal proportions. The loss for meltage has 
been tested and found to be 15 catties in 
every 100. Asstated above, 9 catties 1S the 
regulation allowance, and this is all that 
will be charged against the capital account, 
the cost of the remaining 6 catties being 
defrayed from provincial funds. pening 
the annual coinage at 85,000 strings 0 
cash, it is estimated that there will be a 
profit of 2,630 strings. As, however, there 
is a great demand now for foreign Copper 
in several provinces, and the price. apd 
probably rise, the above amount will be 
retained as a reserve to meet such a con- 
tingency. ‘The amount allotted for wages 
is the same as in Fuhkien—Tls. 200 per 
month—and will be defrayed from Ppro- 
vincial funds without touching the capital. 
The work is now well under way, and 4 
specimen of the new cash is forwarded to 
the Grand Council to be submitted to His 
Majesty. 
INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN SHENSI. — 
May 28th.—(1) The Governor of Shens1, 
Yeh Po-ying, reports his intended departure 
from Si-an Fu on a tour of military imspec- 
tion. 
By a Decree recently issued, it was 
ordered that the troops stationed in Chihh, 
Shansi, Kansu, Szechuen, and Shensi 
should all be reviewed during the present 
year, and in the last named province the 
task was entrusted to the present Memo- 
rialist. His Majesty at the same time 
desired that, if any deficiencies were dis- 
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The Memorialists Observe 
that the first and most essential poimt is to 
form an estimate of the capital required, 
and to adopt such arrangements as may 
be suited to the present circumstances,, and 
sure that no loss will be incurred in 

The 
copper and lead required in former times for 
coinage purposes in Hupeh were procured 
from Yiinnan and Kueichow, and there 
Ten fur- 
naces were worked turning out 21 castings 
and a fraction each year, or a total of 85,850 
The composition of the 
material consisted of 54% of copper and 
46% of lead, while 9 catties of the mixture 


covered in either the training or the equip- 
ment of the soldiers, the names of the 
officers responsible should be reported to 
him without fail. No inspection of the 
troops in Shensi has taken place for nearly 
thirty years, first ot account of the - 
Mohammedan rebellion, and secondly be- 
cause, after the rebellion had ceased, the 
troops had not been placed on their old 
footing again. But the old regular army. 
though not restored to its full numbers, is 
much in need of drilling and training. The 
Manchu battalions have been raised to 
almost their full complement, and the 
regiments of the new organisation, which 
have not seen active service for a long time 
are gradually losing their efficiency. If 
further delay be permitted, the old army 
will become a mere name and the new 
forces will be only a cause of useless expense. 
The Memorialist, therefore, does not ask 
for any further postponement but will start 
from Si-an Fu on a given day, before which 
he will have completed the great triennial 
examination of the civ officials of the 
provinces, and will have finished the revi- 
sion of the assize cases laid before him. 
He will first review the troops at Tung 
Kuan, and will then inspect the forecs 
elsewhere as he can reach them convenient- 
ly. After that he will return to the pro- 
vincial capital and give his attention to the 
Chinese and Manchu battalions there. He 
will travel with a small retinue and will 
take care that neither the districts he 
traverses nor the men or officers of the 
army are put to any expense on his account 
Any rewards he may bestow will be r0- 
vided from his own funds. He will ated 
make his journey an opportunity for seei 
what progress has been effected in th 
various undertakings which he igs execuhing 
with His Majesty's approval, and he will 
examine the administration of the local 
officials, During the Memorialist’s. absence. 
important despatches will be forwarded to 
him wherever he may be, but his ordina 
business will be transacted by the ed 
cial treasurer. aed 


A DOUBLE MURDER IN SHENS1 


(2) The Governor of i 

sentence passed by him a asi ie tea 
of murdering two persons, a father and 

son.—Shih Lung-piao is a Kueichow 4 
who enlisted in the army in Shensi a 
ten yearsago. Being afterwards discha ied. 
he wandered about, leading someti etiges 
vegstond a and sometimes working foe 

st June he 

rice for Liu Hsing-ch‘un. Acne nice noe 
labourers were Fan Hsiieh-i aiid the ee 
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son Fan Sung-po. One morning Shih Lung- 
piao was doing his work carelessly and 
hoeing up the rice with the weeds, upon 
which Fan Hsiieh-i remonstrated with him, 
but without any effect. In the afternoon 
Fan Hsiieh-i again began to find fault, and 
Shih Lung-piao told him to mind his own 
business. Fan Hsiieh-i then lost his temper, 
and, after high words had passed between 
the two, seized Shih Lung-piao by the pig- 
tail, threw him down, and began to beat him. 
The latter, unable to escape, drew a knifeand 
made a random thrust upwards, striking 
Fan Hsiieh-i in the stomach. The woun- 
ded man fell, and his son Fan Sung-po who 
was working at a distance, ran up and at- 
tacked Shih Lung-piao with a hoe. Shih 
Lung-piao evaded the blow and stabbed 
his assailant in the side. Fan Sung-po 
fell, shouting murder ; Shih Sung-piao, in 
order to facilitate his escape, determined to 
stop the wounded man’s mouth, and struck 
him several times in the body. At this 
moment the owner of the land came up, 
and the murderer was arrested. It was 
found that Fan Hsiieh-i was already dead ; 
and Fan Sung-po, who was still alive, ex- 
pired the next day. When the case was 
first laid before the memorialist, he did not 
consider the evidence clear, and therefore 
ordered a fresh hearing, at which the facts 
above stated were proved conclusively. 
Immediate decapitation is the penalty 
prescribed for murdering two members of 
a family, the one in a brawl, the other in- 
tentionally. To this punishment, there- 
fore, the memorialist has sentenced Shih 
Lung-piao. As the law directs, the criminal 
will be branded previously on the cheek.— 
By Rescript, the Board of Punishments is 
ordered to report on the case without delay. 


MURDER AND EXTORTION IN PUHKIEN. 


May 29th.—(1) The Court of Censors re- 
port the receipt of a petition handed to 
them by one Hsii Hsin on behalf of Hsii 
Wei, a native of Nan-ching near Chang-chou 
Fu in Fuhkien. The petitioner states that 
in 1875 a certain plot of hill ground became 
the subject of a law suit between his family 
and some other persons also of the name 
of Hsii. In 1883 hls younger brother was 
killed by the other party when he was en- 
deavouring to resist an attempt of theirs to 
destroy the bank of the contested ground, 
and in 1885 another member of his family 
-was shot while engaged in repairing the same 
bank. In both cases the authorities were in- 

formed and inquests were held, but none 
of the murderers was arrested. Afterwards 
the local civil and military authorities, 
aander the pretence of preserving order, 
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occupied the petitioner’s village with some 
hundreds of soldiers, for whose maintenance 
a hundred strings of cash were claimed 
daily. This went on for more than a 
hundred days, and the villagers fled to the 
hills as if an enemy or band of robbers were 
in the place. Then two men, one a relative 
of the magistrate, the other of the military 
commander, demanded on behalf of those 
officers a sum of $5,000, in return for which 
it was promised that the village should 
be evacuated and the criminals arrested. 
The villagers, in their distress, got together 
and paid $4,800, for which a receipt was 
given. But though the soldiers went away, 
nothing was done regarding the murder 
cases. Next, the two men above-mention- 
ed tried to extort $500 as payment for their 
private services. This being refused, they 
brought a claim in the higher court for the 
said sum, which they asserted they had 
advanced on behalf of the villagers. One 
of the villagers then laid an action against 
them in the Viceroy’s court, in retaliation 
for which they induced the authorities to 
let loose their soldiers upon the village, 
and further obtained an order that all the 
relations of the deceased men should be 
taken into custody. The petitioner is there- 
by reduced to such extremity that he has 
no recourse except to lay his plaint before 
the Throne.—Rescript published previously, 





AN INSURRECTION IN KIANGSI. 


(2) A Memorial by the Acting-Governor 
of Kiangsi states that last winter a man 
named Wang Shih-lung appeared in the 
District of Yii-tu. He gave out that in the 
reign of Hsien Feng he had served in the 
army in Chékiang, where he was promoted 
to the rank of general. Having been 
admitted as a member of the Wang family 
in the village of Che-t‘ou, he began to 
frequent the neighbouring yaméns and to 
undertake the management of law suits for 
people. One day he came riding in his 
chair to visit the Magistrate of Yii-tu. The 
Magistrate having heard that Wang Shih- 
lung’s rank was pretended, asked to be 
allowed to see his credentials. Wang 
replied that they had been lost long ago ; 
but a search in his servant’s box discovered 
two sets of papers made out fer different. 
localities. This seemed sutfticient proof of 
the falseness of his claims, and he was there- 
on detained in custody. But the men of 
Che-t‘ou, hearing what had happened, came 
and carried him off by force: and he and 
they together occupied a narrow gorge near 
the village, from which they refused to 
come out. By orders from head-quarters 
' two detachments of troops were sent &- 





restore order. But they could do nothing, 
and their officers reported that Wang 
Shih-lung was actively engaged in en- 
isting followers and manufacturing arms. 
The memorialist, being aware of the gravity 
of the situation, has now despatched a 
strong force to the spot. He has ordered 
he commander to surround the insurgents 
nd, unless Wang Shih-lung surrenders, to 
ecure by all means the arrest and punish- 
aent of the disturbers of the peace, leaders 
nd followers alike.—The Rescript orders 
stive measures to be taken for arresting 
Yang Shih-lung and the principal offenders 
nd dispersing the remainder of the people 
olleeted. 


ALTERATIONS IN THE CRIMINAL LAW OF 
CHIHLI. 


May 30th._(1) Li Hung-chang requests 
iat certain changes may be made in the 
iminal law of the Province of Chihli, 
similating it to that of Feng-t‘ien and the 
-nton Provinces, so that severer punish- 
ents may be inflicted in cases of robbery 
"men carrying firearms and in cases of 
dnapping for the sake of holding to ran- 
m. In Feng-t‘ien, in every case of rob- 
ry with violence, if even one only of the 
rty of robbers is armed with a gun, no mat- 

v what be the size of the party, or whether 
1y one have been actually injured or not, 
very one of the offenders is condemned to 
nmediate decapitation followed by ex- 
vosure of his head. The Memorialist thinks 
his a very proper provision of the law, on 
vecount of the deadly nature of fireams, 
which, unlike other weapons, will take a 
person’s life scores of yards away ; and in 
Chihli, which is the Metropolitan Province, 
something should be done to check the 
audacious robberies now so often committed 
there by men provided with Chinese or 
foreign firearms. Also, in the Canton Pro- 
vinces there is a special statute iu force by 
which persons concerned in carrying off and 
holding to ransom male children under six- 
teen years of age are liable to severer penal- 
ties than they would be by the ordinary 
‘aw. Thus, if any one for his share in such 
m offence would be condemned elsewhere 
o execution after imprisonment, in Can- 
m he would be executed immediately. 
imilarly, strangling is substituted for penal 
rvitude, and penal servitude for simple 
wnsportation. Again, where three or 
.ore persons have been kidnapped at once, 
or where three separate charges of kidnap- 
‘ing are proved together, the punishments 
ire similarly increased, except, of course, 
‘or those who would in any case be liable 
so immediate decapitation, or for those 
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forced into joining in the commission of the 
crime. Again, for kidnapping without 
aggravating circumstances, where the ran- 
som amounts to Tls. 120, the principal 
criminal is strangled after imprisonment. 
Bnt in Chihli, as in the rest of China, there 
are no such distinctions, and cases deserving 
severer penalties are only punished by 
transportation under the ordinary law. 

It is now proposed for Chihli that in case 
of robbery with violence, where ten or more 
men are engaged, and one of them carries a 
firearm, whether any one have been injured 
or not, the leaders and followers shall all 
be decapitated immediately and have their 
heads exposed. Where a gang consists of 
more than two but less then ten men, if the 
man with the gun be the chief of the band, 
his punishment will be immediate decapi- 
tation with exposure of his head ; if he bea 
follower (and do not actually wound any 
one), immediate decapitation only; and 
those not so armed will come under the old 
law. 

When a theft is committed, if a firearm 
be discharged by one of the thieves, no 
matter why, and any one be wounded, no 
matter who or when, the fire of the gun 
and those who participated in the act will 
be condemned to decapitation after im- 
prisonment, without possibility of reprieve. 
If any one be killed, they will all be execut- 
ed at once and their heads exposed. 

In cases of robbery with violence com- 
mitted by one man or two men, any such 
robber, if armed with a gun, though he 
have not resisted arrest, will be sent into 
penal servitude on the extreme frontier. 

For kidnapping and holding to ransom, 
it is proposed that the Canton statute be 
adopted in its entirety for cases where a 
boy uuder sixteen years has been carried 
off, or three persons have been carried off 
together, or three separate cases proved to- 
gether, or the ransom amounts to Tls. 120. 
In other cases the old law will be retained.— 
By Rescript, the Board of Punishments is 
erdered to report on the proposals without 
delay. : 


TIMBER FROM HUNAN FOR THE PEKING 
GOVERNMENT. 
May 31st.—(1) It appears that the high 
authorities of Hunan are bound to send 
annually to Peking a supply of timber for 





the use of the government. In 1874 orders 
were sent to Hunan to forward the instal- 
ment for 1873, and in 1886 the governor 
was reminded that he had not yet reported 
the departure of the said instalment. The 
governor now states that he has made en- 
quiries and finds that a certain quantity of 
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timber should be procured yearly, for which 
payment to the amount of Tis. 3,900 may 
be deducted from the land tax, and that it 
should be sent free of charge by the 
Grand Canal to Peking. Owing to the 
Taiping rebellion and the silting up of the 
Grand Canal no consignments were sent for 
many years. In 1872 orders were issued 
from Peking to recommence the practice. 
In consequence of the difficulty of procuring 
and forwarding the timber, the provincial 
government requested to be allowed instead 
to send silver to twice the value of the 
wood. To this proposal the Board of Works 
would not accede. Accordingly, in 1874 
the proper quantity of timber was pur- 
chased, but it was never forwarded, be- 
cause the rafts could not go through the 
canal, and steamer freight from Shanghai 
was most excessively costly. What steamer 
freights come to may be learnt from two 
special consignments sent from Shanghai 
more recently, one of which cost , Tls. 
23,000, the other Tls. 22,000. Being now 
ordered to send forward two instalments, 
the governor has had that of 1873 ex- 
amined, replacing such pieces as are spoiled 
or discoloured, and has given instructions 
to purchase an instalment for this year. 
The wood comes from Kueichow; and as 
large trunks are required, they must be 
sought for deep in the mountains, the 
border forests having been destroyed in the 
Miaotzu disturbances and not having had 
time to grown again. The timber will be 
sent down the Yangtse without any charge 
being made, but as the Grand Canal is 
impassable, it must be forwarded by steamer 
from Shanghai. The Memorialist does not 
know what the freight will come to, but he 
bape that the Board of Works will be 

wed to fix a sum which may be paid 
to the China Merchants’ Company for con- 
veying the wood, and be charged to the 
Hunan lekin revenue.—Referred by Re- 
script to the Board. 


CANTON NATIVE CUSTOMS RETURNS. 

June 1st.—(1) The Hoppo at Canton pre- 
sents a return of the duties collected at the 
native custom houses under his charge 
during the year to the 30th November 1886. 

Canton Customs, Tis. 144,293.8.9.3; 
Swatow, Tis. 20,546.4.7.9; Hainan, Tls. 
1,999.9.0.3 ; small ports, Tls. 28,247.6.3.7 ; 
total, Tls. 195,087.9.1.2, which exceeds the 
regulation sum of Tls. 156,511,9.4.1 by as 
much as Tis. 38,575.1.5.5. There have 
also been collected opium duty at the 
stations near Hongkong and Macao, 
amounting to Tls. 187,070.1, and general du- 
ties at Pakhoi, Tls. 14,434.9.7.2.-—Rescript ; 
Let the yamén concerned take note. 
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CHAHAR.—PAY OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS, 


(2) The Governor of Chahar states that 
the officials who administer justice among 
the Mongols under his jurisdiction are 
Manchu and Mongol secretaries of boards, 
one of each for each banner, and the Manchu 
secretaries are chosen from the Tartars in 
Peking. On the return of these secretaries 
to Kalgan a few days ago, after the dis- 
charge of their duties, the memorialist saw 
them all and interrogated them separately. 
He found them to be possessed of legal 
knowledge, able to read Manchu and talk 
Mongol, and considered them most efficient 
officers. But he was struck by their 
deadfully ragged dress and their pinched 
faces. When proceeding to enquire as to 
the cause of this, he was met by urgent 
appeals that he would advance to them their 
travelling expenses, which had not yet been 
remitted from Peking. Unfortunately, he 
had no funds from which he could do so. 
He finds that these officers receive no pay 
except a travelling allowance of Tis. 51.6 
per annum. Since the impoverishment of 
the treasury, which began in 1854, their 
pay has been diminished several times, till 
it has been reduced to the present amount. 
For some years they derived some assistance 
from the cattle furnished by the Mongols for 
the government service, which they could 
make use of when travelling on duty. But 
latterly they have lost even this resource, as 
the Mongols have been exempted from the 
said corveé on account of the murrain among 
their herds. Moreover, the duties of the 
officers have much increased of late. For 
the cultivation of part of the territory has 
brought the Chinese and Mongols into closer 
contact, so that cases between the two are 
much more frequent; and the officers are 
constantly traveiling about to take part 
with the Chinese local officials in hearing 
and deciding these cases. The Memorialist, 
therefore, ventures to ask that he may be 
permitted to make each of these officers an 
annual allowance of Tls. 80 to be taken 
froM the lekin on horses and tea.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

INSPECSION OF IMPERIAL GUARD. 
June 2nd.—[No papers of interest. ] 
June 8rd.—In connection with the Tren- 

nial Military Inspection, thirty-eight of the 
most distinguished officers of the first rank 


_ in the Imperial Guard are commanded to 


attend two by two in rotation every morning 
at 4a.m. at the Ch‘ien-ch‘ing gate of the 
palace, in order that His Majesty may call 
them into his presence. If on any day the 
two officers in waiting are not summoned 
before His Majesty, they will attend again 
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on the day following, and so on till they 
have been received. They will then be 
succceded by two others. 

"APPOINTMENT. 

June 4th.—(1) Shou-ch‘ang is gazetted 
Deputy Commissioner of the Office of Trans- 
mission. 

FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 

(2) P‘ei Yin-shén, Judicial Commissioner 
of Fuhkien and Acting Superintendent of 
the Foochow Arsenal, solicits the bestowal 
of rewards upon a number of officers who 
performed good service in connection with 
the construction of the cruiser, Ching Ch‘ing. 
The launch of this vessel, which was built 
for the Superintendent of Trade for the 
South, was reported to the Throne on the 
6th January, 1886, and sanction was then 
asked for the bestowal of the rewards now 
solicited. This sanction was granted on 
condition that the construction of the ship 
proved faultless, and that she gave satis- 
faction on her trial trip. On the 11th of 
August following, the result of a trial trip 
which the vessel took to Ningpo was duly 
reported, andin the meantime Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian has written to the memorialist ex- 
pressing the satisfaction which an inspec- 
tion of her had givenhim. His Excellency 
bears testimony to the excellence of the 
machinery, the great speed and handiness 
of the vessel, states that she is a long way 
ahead of other vessels of the same class, and 
that nothing like her has beenrecently turn- 
ed out by native workmen. Memorialist 
adds that the quality of the work now per- 
formed at Foochowisquite equalto thatdone 
abroad. The trouble now taken is double of 
what it used to be, and the service rendered 
to the State is naturally in proportion to the 
quality ofthework. The last time thattheem- 
ployés received any reward for their services 
was in 1879, and during theeight years which 
have since elapsed six vessels have been 
turned out, to the construction of which the 
energies of the whole staff have been neces- 
sarily devoted. 

FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 


(3) A sub-memorial from the same 
officer requesting various steps of promo- 
tion for several officers, formerly students 
in Europe who have been engaged in 
the construction of three cruisers for 
the Southern Superintendent of Trade. 
The Memorialist has been in the habit 
of visiting the Arsenal at all hours of 
the day, and has had an opportunity of 
seeing for himself the way in which these 
officers applied their whole mind to the 
solution of difficulties and the attainment 


of a mastery of their profession. At one 
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time a design would be revised over and 
over again, at another a piece of machinery 
would be recast time after time. Again 
some one, by his own unaided genius, 
would hit upon an entirely new discovery, 
while frequently the same result would be 
attained by a general consultation and con- 
sensus of opinion. The work was carried 
on in all kinds of weather and with an 
almost total disregard of food or sleep. The 
Memorialist feels constrained to mention 
such meritorious services, and he claims 
substantial promotion for the officers who | 
performed them. 

June 5th.—(1) A Decree by Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager :— 

It is fitting that due preparations should 
be made for the celebration of the grand 
ceremonial of the marriage of His Majesty 
the Emperor and We therefore command the 
Comptroller of the Imperial Household to 
make with due reverence all the arrange- 
ments prescribed for the occasion in the 
Imperial Institutes. The expenditure of 
the State is limited by fixed regulations 
and a vast outlay is just now being in- 
curred in the re-organisation of military 
matters. Distress has been experienced 
more than onec in several provinces, and 
consideration for the sufferings of the people 
accentuates the importance of a policy 
of economy. The Court stands forth as an 
example of frugality to the whole nation, 
and it is the bounden duty of the high 
officers concerned to co-operate with Us in 
Our desire to exalt simplicity and avoid 
display. Let them, therefore, enjoin upon - 
their subordinate the necessity of faith- 
ful and honest management. To insure 
accuracy, We command Prince Ch‘un to 
inspect from time to time the accounts of 
all the expenditure incurred on this head. 
As to the duties and preparations which 
the event will entail upon the various public 
departments, let each of them, after due 
and reverential examination of the con-. 
stitutional usages, memorialise Us before- 
hand on the subject, and await Imperial 
instructions. 

(2) A sub-memorial from the Superin- 
tendent of the Foochow Arsenal suggesting 
that posthumous marks of distinction should 
be bestowed upon 15 officers who died while 
in the service of that establishment. These 
officers had all distinguished themselves, 
some as inspectors of work, some as arti- 
ficers, some as naval cadets, and others ina 
civil capacity, and died in harness after. 
lengthened periods of service, and they are, 
the Memorialist submits, entitled to the 
posthumous distinctions which the law con- 
fers upon officers who dic after active service 


jon 


ims 
ho 


ashy 


ld 
and 
sty 
the 
to 
ge 


the 


icy 


June 5—7.) 





in the army. He refers to a similar claim 
presented by Shén Pao-chén in 1875, and 
he adds that the circumstances of the pre- 
sent case are identical with the precedent 
then established. 


APPOINTMENT. 


June 6th.—(1) T‘ing-hsi is gazetted Sub- 
Director of the Imperial Stud Court. 


A FORMER MINISTER OF JAPAN ANNOUNCES 
THE TERMINATION OF MOURNING FOR 
HIS MOTHER. 


(2) The Governor of Kueichow submits 
an application on behalf of Li Shu-ch‘ang, 
formerly minister in Japan. —On the 1st of 
October, 1884 the applicant, while at his 
post in Japan, received tidings of his 
mother’s death, and having communicated 
the fact by telegraph to the Tsung-li Yamén, 
he returned to Shanghai in January, 1885, 
and some time afterwards accompanied the 
remains of his mother to his native place in 
the Tsun-i District. Having completed the 
full term of twenty-seven months of mourn- 
ing on the 8th of December last, he pro- 
poses to start for Peking in the 3rd month 
of the present year and asks the Memorialist 
to report his intention to the Throne. 


NATIVE CUSTOMS DUTIES AT TIENTSIN. 


-~ (2) Li Hung-chang reports the reccipts 
of the Native Customs at Tientsin for the 
period between the 4th May, 1886, and the 
31st April, 1887. The fixed assessment of 
the Tientsin Customs is Tls. 40,000 per 
year, of which Tls. 26,000, after deducting 
working expenses, goes as a remittance to 
the Board of Revenue, while the remainder, 
Tis. 14,000, is paid into the Provincial 
Treasury for public use. On the mer- 
chandise forming 20% of the cargo which 
the Kiangsu and Chékiang grain fleets are 
allowed to carry, there is an exemption of 
duty under Imperial authority amounting 
for the period in question to Tls. 9,011.8.5.3, 
while a like abatement on the merchandise 
carried under similar conditions by the 
China Merchants’ steamers amounted to 
Tls. 4,781. There was, further, a remis- 
sion of export duty upon the cargo of 
the grain vessels on their return journey, 
amounting to Tls. 1,259.2 and on rice 
and miscellaneous grains to the amount of 
Tis. 15,995.5.3.7. The aggregate of the 
above abatements and remissions amounts 
to Tls. 31,047.5.9, while the actual re- 
ceipts from general merchandise entitled 
to no abatement amounted to Tls. 9,017.2.8. 
These two sums added together make Ts. 
40,064.8.7, which is slightly in excess 
of the total assessment, Deducting this 
excess Tls. 64.8.7 from Tis. 31,047.5.9 
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there remains a total remission of 
Tls.30,982,7.2, and an actual income of 
Tls.9,017.2.8. According to a long esta- 
blished precedent, the loss caused by 
this remission of taxation should fall in 
proportional shares on the two assess- 
ments mentioned above, and the actual 
receipts should also be distributed in like 
manner. Thus Tls.2,264.3.2 are assigned 
for every Tls.10,000 of the whole amount, 
or Tls.5,861.2.3.2 for Tls.26,000, the sum 
to be sent as a remittance to the Board 
of Revenue. From this, Tls. 586.1.2.3.2 
must be deducted for expenses, leaving 
an actual balance for the board of Ts. 
5,275.1.0.8.8. Similarly, the Tls. 14,000 
allotted to the Provincial Treasury will be 
represented by Ts. 3,156.0.4.8, which sum 
will be duly forwarded. 
FOREIGN CUSTOMS AT CHEFOO. 

(4) Li Hung-chang submits a statement 
which has been furnished to him by the 
Taotai at Chefoo of the receiptsand disburse- 
ments of the foreign Customs at that port 
for the year 1886. The total collection of 
import and export duties, coast trade duties, 
duty on foreign opium, and tonnage dues 
amounted to Tls. 285.480.5.5.6, while there 
was a disbursement of Tls. 269.213. 9.8.2.8.6, 
the various items of which were rendered 
in a separate account. 

June 7th.—(1) A Decree.—We are in 
receipt of a Memorial from Liu Ming-ch‘uan 
in which he reports the work that has been 
done in opening up and reducing to submis- 
sion the savage territory in Formosa, and 
solicits the bestowal of marks of encourage- 
ment on the officers by whose exertions it 
has been carried out. During the few 
months Liu Ming-ch‘uan and his staff have 
been engaged in taking measures for the 
pacification of the island and the develop- 
ment of communication, 216 hamlets of the 
savages in the districts to the north and 
south of the interior range of mountains, 
with a population numbering 50,000; and 
260 hamlets in the districts round the front 
range of hills, with a population of 38,000, 
have successively tendered their submission 
to our allegiance. The territory thus re- 
covered contains several tens of thousands 
of mow of arable land. Liu Ming-ch-uan’s 
action has been prompt andsatisfactory, and 
his military policy has been such as to merit 
Our commendation. We command that 
Colonels Chang Chao-lien and T‘ao Mao- 
shén, the two officers who especially dis- 
tinguished themselves, may have their 
names enrolled for promotion to the rank of 
Brigadier-General, and that Captain Chéng 
Yu-ch‘in receive the brevet rank of Major, 
and be placed first on the list for promotion 


to the rank of First Captain. Let the other 

officers who took part in the work be re- 

commended for marks of distinction. 
DOUBLE MURDER. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor of Jeh-hoh 
reports the trial and sentence of a criminal 
found guilty of the murder of two persons 
in one family. The case, which has been 
standing over for a long time, has been 
delayed by the frequent changes of the local 
Officials, by the difficulty of procuring evid- 
ence, and by the necessity for holding new 
trials owing to the prisoner’s persistent 
refusal to confess to the commission of one 
of the crimes. The facts are as follows :— 
Wu Wen-shiu, the criminal, wasa native of 
the Wu-ch ‘iang district in Chihli, and gained 
a livelihood as a.dealer in pictures. The 
victims of the crime were Tuan Yu-‘hua 
and his wife, with whom the murderer had 
been on terms of friendly acquaintance. Wu 
Wéen-hsiu had managed to save a sum of 
30 strings of cash, which he deposited for 
safe keeping with Tuan Yu-‘hua, Tuan 
Lao-li, a kinsman of the latter, becoming 
surety for the money. In course of time 
Tuan Lao-li died, and when Wu Wén-shiu 
asked for repayment of the money, Tuan 
Yu-‘hua put him off with excuses and pro- 
mised to pay if Tuan Lao-li were forthcom- 
ing. Wu Wén-hsiu reasoned with his 
debtor, but only got abused for his trouble. 
Feeling that Tuan Yu-‘hua was bent upon 
robbing him outright, he determined to have 
his revenge by killing the man. According- 
ly on the morning of the 18th November, 
1861, he went armed with a knife to the 
house of Tuan Yu-‘hua, whom he found sit- 
ting ona stove-bed. He told Tuan Yu-‘hua 
that he would have it out with him if he did 
not pay the money, but being received with 
abuse he stabbed the man to death. Tuan 
Yu‘hua’s wife, who happened to be in a 


courtyard at the back of the house, rushed . 


in on hearing the noise, and entered into a 
death struggle with her husband’s mur- 
derer, by whom she was also stabbed to 
death. The murdered man’s mother-in-law 
and his son gave the alarm, and Wu Wén- 
hsiu surrendered aimself to the nearest 
magistrate. The law lays down that any- 
one who murders two persons in one family, 
the one intentionally, and the other of 
malice afore-thought, shall suffer immediate 
decapitation with exposure of the head, 
and that half of his property shall be seques- 
tered for the support of the family of his 
vietims. This is the sentence passed in the 
present case, but as it appears from the 
murderer’s deposition that he is possessed 
of no property whatever, the latter portion 
of the law need not be carried into effect. 
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REVIEW OF TROOPS. 


(3) The Governor-General of Shen Kan 
forwards a report of a review of the five 
battalions of troops under his command, as 
also of the cavalry and infantry forces com- 
posing the garrison of Lan-chou Fu, all of 
whom were assembled in the spring for this 
purpose. As he himself suffers Foon im- 
paired eye-sight, he took his staff with him 
to the parade ground to conduct the inspec- . 
tion. The various columns were marshalled 
in line and went through a number of 
evolutions in admirable order. Their arms 
were bright and shining ; they advanced 
and halted with precision ; in firing volleys 
and letting off rockets they showed steadi- 
ness and skill ; and they proved themselves 
adepts in sword and spear exercises, as well 
as in handling their shields. The cavalry 
were well trained in the management of 
their horses, and kept up a regular fire as 
they moved. The Memorialist conferred 
rewards upon all who had especially dis- 
tinguished themselves, and directed the 
commanding officers to be zealous in the 
matter of drill to the end that the troops 
might combine discipline with bravery. 

APPOINIMENT. 

June 8th.—(1) Chiang Shén-sung is 
gazetted Superintendent of Police for the 
east division of the city. 

TRIBUTE MISSIONS FROM TIBET. CHANGE OF 
ROUTE. 

(2) A Memorial from Sé-léng-o, Imperial 
resident in Tibet. Lo-pu-tsang-tun-chu, a 
sw lo Nomén Han and Lamaist Superior, 
who is charged with the control of affairs 
at Tashilumbo, has represented to the 
Memorialist that the time having arrived 
when Ulterior Tibet should s2nd an abbot on 
a special tribute mission to Peking, all the 
preparations have been duly made, and the 
Abbot Ko-ch ‘ing-lo-pu-tsang-i-hsi has been 
selected fortheservice andassigned a retinue 
of lay and clerical members. It is requested 
that they may be allowed to revert to the 
old custom of travelling vid Hsi-ning as 
being the quickest route. The Memorialist 
observes that the tribute missions from 
Tibet used formerly to travel always by 
this route, but as it was obstructed during 
the Mohammedan rebellion in the reign of 
T‘ung-Chih, permission was then given, at 
the instance of the Tibetan treasury, to 
make the journey by way of Szechuen in- 
stead. Though the application only implies 
a return to former usage, still in view of 
the fact that the change was made ten years 
ago, and the doubt he feels as to whether 
animals, supplies, etc., can be furnished 
along the northern route on the old scale, 
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the Memorialist considers it to be his duty, 
in a matter that concerns the Court so 
closely as a question of tribute, to make 
careful enquiries before he allows the mis- 
sion to start on its journey. He has ac- 
cordingly written to the Governor-General 
of the Shen Kan Provinces and to the 
Imperial agent at Hsi-ning for information 
on the subject. The Nomén Han has been 
directed to await the result of these in- 
quiries, when Memorialist will again address 
the Throne and report the action which he 
proposes to adopt. 


REPENTANCE AND PARDON OF A HIGHWAYMAN. 
(3) In a Sub-memorial the Governor of 


Kirin reports the submission of a highway- | 


man, by name Kao-fu, who was one of a 
band of brigands that overran Petuné and 
the Ch‘ang-ch‘un District last winter. The 
Imperial troops were sent in pursuit of 
them, but though their extermination was 
reported, Kao-fu managed to elude capture. 
From a petition which has been presented 
in his favour and signed by sixty respectable 
householders, it now appears that the man 
entered upon a career of brigandage sorely 
against his will, and was driven to take the 
step by the false representations of people 
to whom he had made himself obnoxious by 
his activity as policeman in the Hu-lan 
Prefecture. He has now surrendered with 
four of his companions. The Memorialist 
refers to the case of the pirate Tsao Li-ch‘iian 
on the Yangtse, to that of the free-booter 
Huang Chin-man in Tai-chou, and to the 
more recent case of the mounted robber 
Ch‘iao K‘o-yii in Heh Lung Chiang, in all 
of which steps were taken to secure the 
submission of the delinquents, to the great 

eace and comfort of the people. A bond 
hss been taken from the petitioners for the 
man’s good behaviur, and he and his com- 
panions will be employed as spies, and given 
an opportunity of redeeming their past 
offences by future good service. The least 
relapse into crime will entail upon them the 
extreme penalty of the law. 


ABDUCTION CASE, 


June 9th.—(1) The Governor of Kirin 
reports the following case: Hu Yu-ch‘uan, 
a native of the Kuang-hua district in Hu- 

eh, enlisted there in 1865 and rose by 

egrees to the position of Lieutenant- 
Colonel. In June, 1885, he left his native 
place and came to Kirin, where he volun- 
teered for service but was not accepted. 
He loafed for a time about the Ch‘ang- 
ch‘un District, and there made the acquain- 
tance of one Chang-jung, whom he com- 
missioned to procure a wife for him. 
Chang-jung was himself married to the 
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eldest daughter of the Miao family, and 
while on a visit one day to his mother-in- 
law, Miao Chéng shih, he broached the 
subject of the commission he had received. 
The second daughter, Miao To-érh, hap- 
pened to be engaged to Mu Ch‘éng-tzu, 
a man in the district, to whom the mother 
objected on account of the poverty of 
his family. She told Chang-jung that 
she wished to break off the engage- 
ment, and he communicated his inten- 
tions to Hu Yi-ch‘uan whom he invited 
to his mother-in-law’s house. Hu Yii- 
ch‘uan accepted the invitation, approved 
of the girl, and with the consent of her 
mother, stayed over night and seduced her. 
This having come to the knowledge of the 
girl’s fiance, an action was brought by him 
and a decree pronounced handing her over 
to him for the completion of the marriage. 
Hu Yii-ch‘uan, who had absconded, was 
not brought up for punishment, but the 
girl’s mother and the intermediary, Chang- 
jung were severely cautioned. Miao To- 
érh having in due time become the wife of 
Mu-ch‘éng-tzu, Hu Yii-ch‘uan returned 
secretly and told her mother that he purposed 
going back to his home in Hupeh. She 
advised him to remain, and promised that 
sooner or later she would bring back her 
daughter and allow him to carry her off. 
This she tried to do, on Hu Yii-ch‘uan’s 
consenting to remain, but the girl’s mother- 
in-law would not let her go. Miao Chéng 
shih then decided to get her back by force, 
and she and Hu Yii-chu‘an mustered a 
party of eight and proceeded to effect their 
object, she herself riding on a drag harrow 
and the rest following. One of the party, 
Tso Jui-ch‘éng, being detained on the way, 
the others proceeded without him, Arrived 
at their destination, Miao Chéng shih and 
Hu Yii-ch‘uan announced their intention 
of taking the girl back with them, to 
which her mother-in-law objected. Hu Yii- 
ch‘uan then seized the girl and carried 
her forcibly out of the house, having 
wounded, while so doing, the mother-in-law, 
who continued her opposition. The latter’s 
son, however, came to the rescue, stabbed 
Hu Yii-ch‘uan and tied him up. Miao 
Chéng shih and the others made their escape, 
carrying with them the girl. The mother 
and daughter first took refuge in the house 
of a married sister of the latter, but on 
proceedings being taken against her, the 
former went into hiding, where she was 
discovered some six months afterwards. Hu 
Yii-ch‘uan at first denied the charge, but 
was unable to persist in his denial. The 
following are the points of law applicable to 
the case : 
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(1) An accessory toa conspiracy for carry- 
ing off a girl who has been already seduced 
is liable to 100 blows and banishment to a 
distance of 3,000 li. 

(2) For joining in a conspiracy to carry 
off a person by force without taking part in 
the commission of the crime, the punish- 
ment is 100 blows and three years’ banish- 
ment. 

(3) In a case where a girl’s engagement 
is broken off and afresh one made, and if, 
in defiance of a decision that has been given 
handing her over to her first suitor, the 
girl’s mother and her second suitor carry 
her off by force, the penalty for the offence 
is 100 blows and transportation for three 
years. 

(4) Resistance to capture adds two de- 
grees to the punishment attaching to the 
offence. 

(5) Adultery is punished by one month’s 
exposure in the cangue and 100 blows. Hu 
Yii-ch‘uan has been sentenced under the 
1st and 4th of the above provisions ; Tso 
Jui-ch‘éng’s offence comes under the 2nd 
head ; Miao Chéng shit has been dealt with 
under the 8rd, Miao To-érh under the 5th ; 
and instructions have been issucd for the 
arrest of the remaining culprits. 


REINFORCEMENTS FOR HAINAN, 


June 10th.—The Governor-General at 
Canton reports that after the capture of the 
stronghold at Shih-mi in November last, 
the army operating against the Li abori- 
gines in Hainan was decimated with sick- 
ness caused by the malarious climate, and 
that it was found necessary to recall it to 
Ling-mén at the northern entrance of the 
Li country, to give the officers and men 
time to rest and recruit. Operations were 
continued against the Lis of Ling-shui and 
Wan-chou, but there was no suflicient force 
available to maintain the central line of 
attack, as the troops at Kiung-chow were 
quite unfit to stand the malaria. General 
Liu Yung-fu, (late leader of of the Black 
Flags) who had just then been granted deave 
to arrange some family matters at Pin Chou 
in Kuangsi, and look after his ancestral 
graves in the Po-po district, left behind him 
the five battalions under his charge in Can- 
ton, and it was proposed to employ them in 
filling up the gaps that sickness had made in 
the Hainan force. Since its return from be- 
hind the frontier, Gerneral Liu’s army had 
seen no active service, and the men them- 
selves were anxious to proceed to Hainan 
and assist the army there in the subjugation 
of the Lis. During a long period of service 
beyond the frontier they had become inured 
to the hardships of military life, and if, as 
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seemed probable, they found the country 
suited to their tastes, they might be settled 
in Hainan to reclaim the waste lands and 
develop the mining industry of the island. 
This would effect a saving of military expen- 
diture, and provide a home for a numerous 
and fine body of troops, whose presence 
would contribute materially to the defensive 
strength of the island. Sun Hung-hsiin, a 
sub-Prefect, under whose command the 
troops had been placed, was directed to 
proceed with four picked battalions to Hai- 
nan, and take up a position on the central 
line of attack. On his arrival at Kiungchow 
he was authorised to enroll two battalions 
of local irregulars, cach numbering 200 
men, who were to act as guides and be 
attached respectively to the right and left 
flanks of hisarmy. The whole force crossed 
over to Hainan some time ago. Its conduct 
since then has been most exemplary, and it 
has attained great success in the pacification 
and development of the Li country. 


ILLEGAL USE OF TORTURE IN KUEICHOW. 


June 11th.—(1) The Governor of Kuei- 
chow applies for permission to cashier and 
place upon his trial 'Ts‘ui Chien, the Acting 
Magistrate of Jen-huai, who is accused of 
employing torture illegally. Rumours of 
his conduct had been heard by the Provin- 
cial Treasurer and Chief Justice, and private 
enquiries instituted by them, when one 
Chang Chen-wen came forward and deposed 
that in May last year, for some reason 
unknown to him, the said magistrate had 
caused his private servants to arrest de- 
ponent’s brother and had treated him in 
sucha manner that he died. The Treasurer 
and Chief Justice, without pronouncing any 
opinion upon the truth of the charge, consi- 
dered that its nature was such that it should 
be sifted thoroughly, and requested that 
the magistrate might be removed from his 
post and brought to the provincial capital 
for trial. Moreover, the Taotai and Prefect, 
who were the Magistrate’s superior officers, 
had reported his conduct.-—Granted by Re- 
script. ; 

GOVERNMENT FARMS IN KOBDO. 

(2) The Military Governor and Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Kobdo report that last, 
year the ten government farms in the 
territory under their administration pro- 
duced 7,212 piculs of the three kinds of 
grain. They have directed 700 piculs of 
clean grain to be placed in the farm 
granaries for use as seed this year, and 
the remainder to be stored in the city 
granaries. There is a statute by which it 
is ordered that rewards are to be bestowed 
on the officers and men who till the farms 
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according to the amount of corn raised by 
thom. In the present case the crops vary 
from 830 of what is considered a full crop 
to as much as 138%. The memorialists pro- 
pose that no notice be taken of the ollicers 
and men charged with the care of two farms 
which produced less then 907, but that the 
rest be rewarded in various ways, by promo- 
tions, or gifts of money, tobacco, or tea. 
In the case of oflicers superintending several 
farms an average is taken of the amount of 
produce of the various farms under their 
care.—Reseript : Let the yamén concerned 
take note. 


TEMPLE TO TSO TSUNG-T‘ANG IN ANHUI. 

June 12th.—(1) The Viceroy at Nanking 
refers to a Decree by which lis Majesty 
sanctioned the building of temples in 
memory of the deceased statesman Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang, beth in his native province 
and in the localities which were the scenes 
of his exploits. The Mayistrate of Wu-yuan 
in southern Anhui now reports that at one 
time during the Taiping rebellion ‘Tso estab- 
lished his head quarters at Wu-yuan, pre- 
serving the surrounding country from all 
harm, and setting forth thence on his vic- 
torious carcer in South Anhui and Chékiang. 
The Magistrate and the gentry of the neigh- 
bourhood have, therefore, contributed funds 
with which they have built a temple. The 
Memorialist is of opinion that the construc- 
tion of the temple is plain proof of the 
permanence and reality of the love and 
gratitude felt by the people to the deceased 
statesinan, and requests that the offering of 
sacrifice every spring and autumn to Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang may be included among the 
ofticial ceremonies to be performed in the 
district of Wu-yuan.—Granted by Reseript. 





REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM IUPEL. 


The Governor-General Yii-lu was notified 
some time since by the Board of Revenue, 
with reference to the funds to be forwarded 
in advance to Peking for the present year, 
that he was required to furnish ls. 100,000 
in instalments from the Salt likin of Hupei. 
He was also instructed to send as promptly 
as possible Tls. 50,000 from the same source 
for the use of the Imperial Houschold. He 
has already forwarded Tis. 20,000 for the 
use of the government, and has now collect- 
ed Tis. 20,000 more, which he is despatch- 
ing under the care of an officer, one half of 
the money being intended for the Govern- 
ment, the other for the household. A sum 
of Tls. 330 has been supplied in addition 
for the cost of porterage, bags, making 

ases, and such expenses. 
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WU TA-CH‘ENG’S FORMER SEAL OF OFFICE 
DESTROYED. 

(8) Wu Ta-ch‘eng reports that on his 
taking up his appointment as Governor at 
Canton last March, he destroyed the wooden 
seal which he possessed in connection with 
his appointment as Assistant Minister Su- 
perintendent of Trade for the Northern 
ports. When he vacated his late ‘post, he 
retained his seu, as he reported at the 
time, in case it might be necessary for him 
to present any memorials or carry on any 
official correspondence before reaching Can- 
ton. 


INSPECTION OF TITE FORCES IN CITEKIANG. 


June 13th.—(1) The Governor of Ché- 
kiang reports that he has completed the 
inspection of all the military and naval 
forces in the province. The names of the 
oflicers whom he considers should be dis- 
missed he has furnished in a separate list. 
Starting from Hang-chow he went vid 
Isiavshan to Shaoshing and Ningpo, and 
thence by steamer to Ting-hai, Tai-men, and 
Wen-chow. From Wen-chow he proceeded 
by river to Ch‘uchow and then by land 
across the Trohus Ling to Chin-hua. Te 
next visited Ch‘u-chow and Yen-chow, 
again travelling by boat, and so home. The 
troops belonging to Hang-chow, Haining, 
Ting-hai, Hai-mcn, Wen-chow, Ch‘ii-chow, 
Ch‘u-chow, Chapoo, and T‘ai-chow excclled 
in marching, volley-firing, sword and 
buckler play, and mounting rscaling ladders. 
In archery practice on horse and on foot, 
and in rifle practice, they far exceeded the 
requisite scores. The Memorialist considers, 
therefore, that they should be placed in the 
first class. In the second class he places 
those from Shao-shing and other places, 
who performed their evolutions with regu- 
larity, showed skill in sword exercise, and 
obtained the necessary number of marks in 
their target practice with bow and rifle. 
The naval forees when inspected showed 
their skill in handling boats, diving, and 
mast-climbing. Their firing also was rapid 
and accurate. The men were questioned 
on matters of pilotage, navigation, and sea- 
manship, and gave satisfactory answers. 
Those from Ting-hai, Chapoo, and Wen- 
chow did best. The rest were placed in 
the second class. In the target practice 
care was taken that the targets were 
not larser than the regulation size, nor 
the distances less than they were said 
to be. ‘The provisions, arms, and accou- 
trements were all at hand in proper 
quantities. The boats were all staunch 
and sound. The men who had been ex- 
cused from horse-archery were required to 


show their proficiency with the rifle. Pro- 
per consideration will be given to the pro- 
motion of the ofticers who have demon- 
strated their efficiency. Others who have 
performed indifferently now, but are of 
good material and may improve, will be 
retained on probation. Those who are 
hopelessly feeble and incapable are recom- 
mended to be dismissed. The Memorialist 
visited the forts at Chin-hai, Hai-men, and 
Wen-chow. He found them built after 
good plans and in sound condition. He 
inspected as he went the train-bands of 
each district, and the soldiers left as guards 
in the camps while their regiments were 
absent for the reviews. They were all 
smart, sturdy fellows. The crops in the 
country he traversed were growing luxuri- 
antly, and the people were happy and con- 
tented. 


SHANTUNG, CHARITABLE DONATIONS FROM 
CANTON. 

June 14th.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung has received from Chang Chih-tung, 
Viceroy at Canton, a sum of Tls. 11,000 
collected by the latter for the relief of the 
poor inShantung. The Viceroy himself had 
headed the subscription list with a donation 
of Tls. 1,000, which he considered a poor 
gift that did not require mention ; but he 
hoped that the governor would pray His 
Majesty to bestow some marks of favour on 
the Hoppo, who had subscribed Tls. 1,000, 
and on Chiang Tsé-ch‘un, who had given 
the like sum in accordance with the wishes 
of his deceased father. The remainder of 
the Tls. 11,000 was contributed in sums 
not exceeding Ts. 100 and there would not 
be any necessity to notice the donors. The 
Memorialist proposes that Chiang Tsé-ch‘un 
should be permitted to erect a Memorial 
arch with an inscription descriptive of the 
benevolence and liberality of his late father; 
and he recommends the Hoppo for some 
mark of His Majesty’s approbation. Also, 
in spite of the Viceroy’s expressed wish, 
the Memorialist does not dare to conceal 
from the Emperor the beneficent libera- 
lity which he has displayed.-—The Rescript 
approves the Memorial and desires the 
Board concerned to determine what re- 
wards should be bestowed on the Viceroy 
and the Hoppo. 


RIVER WORKS IN SHANTUNG, REWARDS TO 
THE PUBLIC, 

(2) The Governor of Shantung states that 
the construction of embankments along the 
lower course of the Yellow River was under- 
taken by his predecessor in 1883. These 
immense works extended through fourteen 
districts, from Tung-o Hsien to the sea, and 
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were completed in the summer of the follow- 
ing year. They were paid for at a fixed 
rate for every cubic yard of soil employed. 
Then pecuniary assistance was given to the’ 
people to enable them to repair their private 
embankments. In 1885 the great embank- 
ment was raised in height, and last year 
both it and the private embankments were 
raised again. To complete these gigan- 
tic works with rapidity, each district 
was required to furnish a supply of men. 
This was arranged by the local officials and 
gentry, who collected labourers from the 
interior of their districts as well as the river 
side portions. The utility of the work was 
recognized, and men came forwardin swarms 
with the utmost willingness, the poorer ones 
being glad of the opportunity to earn wages. 
But in spite of the immense sums furnished 
by the government, it is true that the 
country districts expended large amounts 
as well. For private persons with means 
undertook the construction of considerable 
lengths of embankment, and in other cases 
the earth had to be brought from a distance 
and was, therefore, more costly than usual ; 
but the arrangements made would not allow 
the payment of an increased price for it. 
Therefore, as an encouragement to the 
public for the future, the Memorialist pro- 
poses that His Majesty should at the next 
exaiinations allow an additional military 
graduate and an additional civil graduate to 
be selected from each of the fourteen dis- 
tricts concerned.—Granted by Rescript. 


AN APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR FROM 
SHANTUNG. 

June 15th.—(1) In the spring of last year 
the chair of the Emperor was stopped, and 
a petition presented by a man from Shan- 
tung named Wang Chiehchang. The peti- 
tioner was arrested and examined, and was 
then sent back to Shantung in order that 
the governor might enquire into the 
matters which formed the cause of his 
complaint. The governor now reports the 
result of his invéstigation. It appears that 
in 1877 some farm labourers, employed by 
a neighbour of the petitioner, named Chu 
Chan-kuei, were working in a field adjoin- 
ing the graveyard of the petitioner's family, 
and happened to trample on and damage 
one of the graves. The petitioncr’s mother 
laid an action in the district. court against 
Chu Chan-kuei and obtained damages to 
the amount of forty strings of cash. His 
grandfather, who was away at the time, 
returned home soon after and brought a 
fresh action, which, however, was decided 
in the same way as the former one. 
But the petitioner, misled by a false 
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report that Chu Chankuei had broken 
open the grave and taken from it some 
valuables, pearls and articles of jade, 
was not content to let the matter rest. 
He sued Chu Chan-kuei again, carrying 
the case on appeal into all the courts of 
the province, and in order to ensure attcen- 
tion added various accusations, of which 
the most important was that the defendant 
had bribed the ofticers of the district court 
and induced them not to make an inspection 
of the grave. Finally he travelled to Peking 
and presented his appeal to the Emperor in 
person. The Memorialist has had the record 
of the case and all the parties to it brought 
to the Provincial Capital. A thorough in- 
vestigation has been held, and the peti- 
tioner now acknowledges the accurary of 
the facts as stated above. He appears, 
however, at the time he made his charge 
to have honesly believed its truth, and not 
to have been actuated by secret spite nor to 
have been instigated by other persons. Still 
he committed a grave offence in stopping 
His Majesty’s chair in order to present a 
petition on a case already closed, and for 
this the Memorialist proposes to sentence 
him to the punishment laid down in the law 
for such cases, namely, banishment and a 
flogging of one hundred blows.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Punishments take note. 


DEFICIENCIES IN CUSTOMS DUTIES IN PEKING. 

June 16th.—(1) In two long Memorials 
the Board of Revenue reports on the de- 
ficiency in the duties collected by the ‘‘Right 
Wing” and ‘‘ Left Wing ” Superintendents 
of Customs in the Peking neighbourhood 
during the year ended last April, The total 
receipts of the Left Wing Customs were 
Tis. 20,349, which fell short of the annual 
assessment by Tls. 15,662. The board 
proposes that 40% of the deficit, or Ts. 
6,264, be remitted, and that the superin- 
tendent be required to make good the re- 
mainder, namely Tls. 9,397. The Right Wing 
Customhouse collected Tls.17,839, leaving a 
deficit of Tls. 6,511. Of this it is proposed 
to remit 30%, or Tls. 1,953, and to exact 
from the superintendent 70%, Ts. 4,557. 
In each case the board recognizes the 
truth of the excuses made by the superin- 
tendents, which were to the effect that 
the poverty of the people of the province, 
owing to severe floods, had prevented their 
being able to buy the usual quantity of 
cattle from Mongolia, from which the 
greater part of the duties are collected. 
Two years are granted as a limit within 
which the deficiencies must be made good. 
It appears, however, from previous Gazettes 
that in both cases the sum was paid im- 
mediately. 
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CONVEYANCE BY STEAMER OF MANCHURIAN 
GRAIN TRIBUTE. 

June 17th.—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
the arrangements made by him for the con- 
veyance to Tientsin of tribute beans and 
millet from Newchwang and the surround- 
ing districts by steamer instead of by junk. 
On account of the losses sustained every 
year by the junkmen from Tientsin who 
were employed to carry this tribute grain, 
the Memorialist obtained His Majesty's sanc- 
tion to a proposal that the work should be 
entrusted to steamers instead of junks. He 
sent officers accordingly to Feng-tien tomake 
the necessary arrangements. But the au- 
thorities there made the objection that 
though the Newchwang grain could be 
carried without difticulty from Yingtsze by 
steamer, the four districts of Chin Hsien, 
Ning-yuan, Kuang-ning, and I-chou were not 
accessible to foreign vessels, and that it would 
be a laborious and troublesome plan to con- 
vey the grain from them to Newchwang by 
junk in order to re-ship it thence by steamer. 
Afterwards it was proposed that steamers 
should call for the beans and millet at the 
two ports of Tiao-yiit‘ai and T‘ien-ch‘iao, 
where they would take them on board from 
cargo-boats. Finally, the authorities of 
the four districts declared their willing- 
ness to send their grain to Newchwang, 
where it could all be shipped together 
on steamers despatched for the purpose 
from Tientsin. This proposal was gladly 
accepted by the Memorialist’s agents, 
as it was convenient for all parties, and 
would save the risk of there being demur- 
rage charged by the steamers if kept wait- 
ing at the two way ports. As steamers 
carry corn in bags and not in bulk, for the 
present year the Taotai at Tientsin is des- 
patching to Newchwang by the China Mer- 
chants Steam Navigation Company, 20,000 
‘‘double thread” bags of foreign jute for 
millet and 10,000 ‘‘single thread” bags of 
course hemp for beans. In future years 
the bags will be provided at Newchwang 
from the boat dues. there, of which Tls. 
10,000 will be remitted to Tientsin as pay- 
ment for freight, and the balance retained 
for the purchase of bags. The grain will 
be inspected at Newchwang by an officer 
from Tientsin, and measured and shipped 
in his presence. When he has passed it, 
the responsibility of the Newchwang officials 
for either quality or quantity will cease. 
The whole quantity for shipment must be 
safely warehoused at Newchwang before 
the 5th of the 5th month. When that is 
done, a telegram will be sent to the’ Taotai 
at Tientsin, who will charter steamers to 
fetch it. All expenses such as those for 
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porterage, bagging, shipping, keeping order, 
will be borne by the Manchurian authori- 
ties. An officer from these will come 
across by steainer with the Tientsin official, 
bringing a specimen of the bushel employed 
to measure in the grain, and they will pro- 
cecd with the tribute to Tung-chou and 
hand it over to the Granary Department.-— 
Approved by Rescript. 
A CASE OF FRATRICIDE AND DOUBLE 
MURDER. 

June 18th.—(1) The Governor of Shansi 
reports the following case: Wang Ch‘éng- 
lu and Wang Ch‘éng-hsiang were natives of 
P'ing-ting Chou and were brothers of the 
deceased Wand Ch‘éng-fu. In his boyhood 
Wang Ch‘éng-lu had been adopted by his 
uncle and all three brothers lived apart. 
Wang Ch‘éng-fu was a man of an overbear- 
ing disposition who followed no regular 
employment. Having squandered his own 
share of the family patrimony, he asked his 
brother Wang Ch‘éng-lu for a loan of money, 
and on meeting with a refusal, he smashed 
his brother’s furniture. The latter, seeing 
that there was no help for it, eventually 
gave him five pecks of maize, but 
not being satistied with this, he demanded 
some days later from the wife of his 
younger brothcr a loan of some clo- 
thing, by pawning which he proposed to 
raise some money. Being refused, he gave 
the woman a beating, and drove her into 
such a rage that she subsequently fell ill 
and died. Her husband bore his grief in 
silence and hushed up the matter. After 
this Wang Chéng-fu was continually wan- 
ting loans of money from both his brothers, 
and the rows he made on being refused 
made them both bitterly resent his conduct. 
They saw that they could have no peace 
in their own homes, and the more they 
thought over the matter, the more resolved 

‘ were they to put an end to Wang Chéng-fu 
as soon as a convenient opportunity pre- 
sented itself. On the 25th of June last 
there happened to be a theatrical perform- 
ance in a neighbouring village, and the 
two brothers decided to entice Wang Chéng- 
fu to go there for the purpose of effecting 
their object. Accordingly, Wang Chéng- 
hsiang, carrying a hammer, took up a posi- 
tion outside the village, while Wang Chéng- 
fu, with a mallet concealed under his clothes, 
went to bring the elder brother to see the 
performance. Wang Chéng-fu, suspecting 
nothing, went with him, and as they ap- 
proached the village, he was taken in an 
unguarded moment and felled byablowfrom 
his brother’s mallet. The other brother 
Wang Chéng-hisang then rushed from his 
hiding place and dealt him repeated blows 
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with the hammer. Wang Chéng-lu’s mallet 
not proving serviceable, he threw it away 
and pelted his brother on the ground with 
stones picked up onthe road. Wang Chéng- 
lu, thinking that the murdered man’s wife 
might inform upon them, determined to 
do away with her by a similar stratagem. 
Wang Chéng-hisang was to remain where 
he was, while he himself went to find his 
sister-in-law. When he reached the house, 
he found the woman fast asleep, but he 
awoke her by telling her that her husband 
had got into a serious row outside the 
village and that she had better come and 
look after him. The woman accompanied 
him and shared the same fate as her hus- 
band. On rising next morning the mur- 
dered man’s young son missed his father 
and mother, and having gone in search or 
them, he found their lifeless bodies, and 
burst into a flood of tears at the sight. The 
facts having come to the knowledge of the 
headiman of the tithing, he arrested the two 
men, both of whom confessed their guilt. 
The following are the provisions of the law 
on the subject :— 


1st.—For the wilful murder of a person 
senior by birth to the murderer, and related 
to him within the first degree of mourning, 
the punishment is ling ch‘ih for principal 
and accessory alike. ‘ 

2nd.—For the wilful murder of two per- 
sons in one family who are senior to the 
murderer and related to him within the 
fifth degree of mourning, the punishment is 
decapitation with exposure of the head. 

Wang Ch-éng-hsiang has been sentenced 
under the first of the above clauses, but the 
fact that Wang Ch‘éng-lu has passed into 
another family by adoption, reduces the 
relationship between him and the murdered - 
man from the first to the fourth degree of 
mourning. It is found, however, that no 
special punishment is provided for the 
murder of two persons in a family related 
within the fourth degree of mourning, and 
the murderer has been sentenced under 
clause two of the foregoing provisions as 
containing the closest analogy applicable to 
his case. ; 


SUMMARY EXECUTIONS IN CHEKIANG. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chékiang forwarding a return of the sum- 
mary exccutions that took place in the pro- 
vince last year.—By an Imperial Decree 
issued in 1853, bandits who had leagued to- 
gether to commit depredations were ordered 
to be executed immediately after their 
arrest and trial. Instructions subsequently 
received from the Board announced a 
return to the old law, but at the request 
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of the Governors-General of Min Ché and 
Szechuen, immediate execution was still 
sanctioned in the case of brigands, salt 
smugglers, murderers who resisted capture, 
and in six cases of robbery accompanied 
with murder. From its position on the 
seaboard and its being conterminous with 
several other provinces, Chékiangisnaturally 
the haunt of pirates, and it is still infested 
with the remnants of the Tai-chow and 
Wén-chow brigands. The return of sum- 
mary executions for the year in question 
comprises a list of thirty-three cases, and 
a short account of cach has been appended 
by the Judicial C »mmissioner. 


SEAL OF OFFICE. 


(3) T‘ang-chiung makes the following 
application. Having lately been appointed 
Director of Mining Affairs in Yiinnan, he 
has frequent occasion to correspond with 
the Governor-General and the Governor on 
the subject, and to give due weight to his 
communications, it is necessary that he 
should be provided with an ollicial seal. 
He has accordingly had a wooden seal cut 
bearing his title as Director of Mines, with 
the brevet rank of Governor, which he asks 
permission to use for the future, 


SALT REVENUE IN SIIANSI. 


June 19th.—(1) The Governor of Shansi 
asks for an extension of the time allowed 
him for rendering a complete account of 
the salt revenue of the Ho-tung Circuit for 
the year 1883. By fixed regulation the 
accounts for each year ought to be closed in 
the 4th month of the succeeding year, but the 
depressed state of the salt trade has for some 
time past made it impossible to comply with 
this rule, and the late Governor obtained 
permission to carry over the arrears into 
the following years. From a report by the 
intendant of the circuit, who is also in 
charge of the salt administration, it appears 
that. the fixed annual allotment is 5,298 
licences and a fraction, and that up to the 
end of the third month of the present year, 
only a little over 3,555 had been placed 
in circulation. A balance of over 1,537 
licences had, however, been left over from 
the previous six years, and this gave a 
total number of 5,393 licences for the 
year, which comes near the full amount 
of the fixed allotment. There is still a 
balance of 1,743 from 1883 to be cleared 
off, and as it is now the beginning of 
summer and the people are busy with 
their carts and horses in gathering in the 
harvest, it is quite impossible, even with 
the exercise of the greatest pressure, to 
secure a complete return within the prescri- 
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bed time. The population of Shansi was 
greatly thinned by the recent famine and 
the province has not yet recovered its former 
position. The salt trade has suffered seve- 
rely, and all the efforts of former Governors 
have failed to restore it to prosperity. 
Under these circumstances all that Memo- 
rialist can do is to ask permission to be 
allowed a space of three years within which 


, to clear off the deficit in question. 





REINFORCEMENT OF TARTAR GARRISON AT 
SUI-YUAN CH‘ENG. 

(2) The Tartar General and Lieutenant- 
General at Sui-yuan in Shansi ask sanction 
for enrolling a supernumerary corps of 
bannermen for reinforcing the garrison of 
that city. The present force of Manchu 
and Mongolian troops is under the com- 
mand of 20 captains, and is composed of 80 
corporals, 200 sergeants, 1,720 cavalry, 700 
infantry, and a supernumerary body of 500 
men. Their numbers have greatly increased 
of late years and, including their families, 
they now amount to 10,000 souls. At re- 
views the men present the appearance of an 
able-bodied force, but the streets of the 
Manchu quarters of the town have an air 
of utter poverty and desolation. The Go- 
vernor of the province had an opportunity 
during his visit last year of seeing for him- 
self its destitute condition. Since 1853 the 
troops have been frequently drafted for 
service in the southern provinces, and the 
purchase of horses and weapons for their 
own use on such occasions has been a sore 
drain upon their exhausted means. By 
fixed regulation the full pay of a corporal 
or sergeant is Tls. 4 per month ; that of a 
cavalry soldier Tls. 3 a month, while the 
infantry and supernumeraries should each 
draw Tls.1.5 a month. In 1854 a reduc- 
tion of 36 per cent. was made on official 
salaries, and a reduction of 20 per cent. on 
the pay of corporals, sergeants, and cavalry 
troops. In addition to this the men suffer 
great hardships from the deficiency in the 
supply of their allowance of rice, and the 
delay which attends on its delivery. The 
region of Sui-yuan and Kuei-hua Ch‘eng 
forms a position of great strategic impor- 
tance on the frontier, and it is absolutely 
necessary that it should be securely guard- 
ed. The Memorialist has given the 
subject much consideration, and as a 
measure of relief for the hardships 
which the garrison has experienced 
for the last thirty years, he has decided 
to pray for Imperial sanction to the crea- 
tion of a supernumerary corps of 400 men, 
to be paid at the rate of Tls. 1.5 per month 
each. This will entail an annual expendi- 
ture of Tls. 7,200, and it is asked that the 
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Financial Commissioner may be directed to 
find the money and lodge it in the offices of 
the Kuei Sui Intendant.—Autograph Re- 
script : Referred for the consideration of the 
board concerned. 


THE USE OF ABBREVIATIONS IN MEMORIALS 
PROHIBITED. 


June 20th.—(1) A Decree. In memorials 
addressed to the throne by high officers in 
Peking and the provinces, it is important 
that the names of provinces, places, officials, 
&e., should be written in full; and decrees 
which ought to have secured obedience for 
all time to come were repeatedly issued by 
Ch‘ien Lung, Chia Ch‘ing, and Tao Kuang, 
prohibiting the use of abbreviations in such 
cases. Nevertheless, a reckless use of ab- 
breviations in memorials has been con- 
stantly made of late. For instance, Kobdo 
is simply written K‘o: Tarbayatai Ta, 
Kirin, Hei Lung Chiang and Jéh-ho appear 
as Chi, Chiang and Jéh respectively. Num- 
berless other instances might be added. A 
still worse case of undiscriminating care- 
lessness is the writing of Wu for both Wu- 
lu-mu-ch‘i (Urumtsi) and = Wu-li-ya-su-t‘ai 
(Uliasutai). Again, the provincial Commis- 
sioners and Taotais are simply referred to as 
Commissioner so-and-so or Tavtai so-and-so, 
and prefects and magistrates are similarly 
designated. This constitutes a total disre- 
gard of the rules of etiquette, which re- 
quire that the names of officials should be 
given when addressing the Emperor. It is 
of still greater importance that the titles of 
the reigns of the present dynasty should be 
reverently written in full. Such abbrevia- 
tions as Ch‘ien, Chia, Tao, and Hsien may 
occasionally be permissible in private com- 
munications, but cannot for a moment be 
permitted in documents addressed to the 
Throne. For the future, therefore, let the 
various public departments in Peking and 
the provinces consider it their bounden duty 
in drawing up such documents to write in 
full the titles of reigns, the names of per- 
sons, places, &c., and avoid perverting 
constitutional principles by making use of 
contractions. Let this decree be promul- 
gated for general information. 


THE YELLOW RIVER. 


(2) In a sub-Memorial the Director-Ge- 
neral of Grain Transport reports the action 
he has taken in obedience to Imperial 
Decree in order to enable him to join a 
conference which is to consider the question 
of putting the Yellow River in order. As 
previously reported, the first step he took 
was to send officers to inspect the works 
along the course of the old river in Kiangsu, 
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preparatory to going there himself as soon as 
the grain junks had passed through. This 
inspection was conducted by the intendants 
of the Huai Yang Hai and Hsii Chou 
Circuits, who supplied Memorialist with 
charts of the river and an estimate of the 
cost of the proposed works. On the 17th 
of May Memorialist himself started on a 
tour of inspection, and after examining the 
course of the old river where it entered the 
sea at Yiin-t‘i-kuan, proceeded to inspect 
the upper reaches and the locks which have 
been recently constructed there. At this 
stage he received a note from the Director- 
General of the Yellow River inviting him 
to a conference to meet Chang Yao at Chi- 
ning Fu, and this he proposes to do as soon 
as he has completed the present inspection. 
The Intendant of the Huai-Yang Hai circuit 
will transact the current business of the 
office during his absence, important matters 
being referred direct to himself. 


RE-HEARING OF A CASE IN WHICH APPEAL 
WAS MADE TO THE EMPEROR. 


(3) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
re-hearing of a case in which the appellant 
laid his plaint b@ore the Emperor during 
an Imperial journey in the early part of 
last year. The appellant, Chou Wan-lin, 
had been sentenced by the Board of Punish- 
ments to 100 blows and banishment to the 
frontier, for unlawfully obstructing the Im- 
perial cortége, and as some official servants 
had been implicated, the case was referred 
back to Hupeh for further investigation. 
The following is a condensed statement of 
the leading facts :—Chou Wan-linjs a native 
of the Chih-hsiang district. In 1882 there 
was a great scarcity of rice in this district, 
in consequence of which the magistrate 
prohibited its export. In spite of this, two 
men, Hsiao Yiin-lung and Féng Tsu-jung, 
bought up a quantity of rice which they 
were preparing to export, when it was 
seized and lodged-in official custody by Chou 
Wan-lin and another. Chou Wan-lin was 
then falsely charged before the magistrate 
with having stolen the rice, and as the magis- 
trate considered that he had no authority 
to act as he did he was placed in confine- 
ment. His father tried to procure his 
release, and for this purpose offered two 
bank notes worth 50 tiao as surety money. 
One Chang Fu-t‘ien was first asked to 
arrange the matter, but on his declining 
Yang Ting-ch‘én undertook to intercede. 
He accordingly cashed one of the notes for 
36 tiao, with 24 of which he bribed one of 
the magistrate’s underlings to obtain Chou 
Wan-lin’s release on bail for the purpose 
of attending to the obsequies of his father, 
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who died in the meantime. The bank 
which had issued the other note having 
failed, it was cancelled as being no longer 
convertible. When Chou Wan-lin got out 
of prison, he heard all sorts of false stories 
about frauds which were said to have been 
practised on his father, and becoming con- 
vinced that the old man had been goaded 
to death, he began a course of violent liti- 
gation. Seeing that he had no chance of 
being successful before the magistrate, he 
bethought himself of going to Peking and 
prostrating himself during an Imperial pro- 
cession as a suppliant before His Majesty. 
Hence the sentence, which was before 
alluded to, as awarded by the Board of 
Punishments. It is now asked that this 
sentence be confirmed, and that various 
penalties may be inflicted upon the other 
delinquents. 
RETIREMENT. 

June 21st.—(1) Pien Pao-ch‘iian, Gover- 
nor of Honan, is permitted to vacate his 
post on the ground of impaired health. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A DISTINGUISHED 
GENERAL. 

(2) The Governor of Hunan submits a 
Petition which he has received through the 
local Magistrate from the gentry of the 
Hsiang-hsiang district praying that a former 
Commander-in-Chief of the province may 
be granted posthumous distinction, and 
that the record of his military career may 
be compiled by the State Historiographer’s 
Office. Chou K‘uan-shih, who was a native 
of the above district, entered the army in 
1853, and fought in several engagements in 
Hupeh and Kiangsi, in which he slaughtered 
a great number of rebels and received 
a dozen or so of wounds. In 1856 he 
proceeded to Hupeh in command of a Hunan 
battalion, and intercepted a large force of 
rebels under Shih Ta-k‘ai, recovering Wu- 
ch‘ang and other cities and taking over 20 
of the rebel officers prisoners. In 1857 he 
captured Kuangchi and fought several bat- 
tles in which he defeated the enemy and 
captured 43 of their of their sci-disant 
officers. In 1858 he re-took Kiukiang, 
T‘ai-hu, Ch‘en-shan, T‘ung-ch‘eng and 
Shu-ch‘éng in Anhui, and made prisoners of 
Ch‘én T‘ien-fa, Li T‘ien-k‘ai, and some 
score more of the rebel chieftains. Towards 
the close of this year he was appointed 
Brigadier-General at Yung-chou. In 1859 
he inflicted a defeat upon Shih Ta-kai, who 
was overrunning Hunan at the head of 
several tens of thousands of rebels. During 
two months of this year he was on the battle 
field both day and night. Early in 1860 
he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of 
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Hunan and shortly afterwards he relieved 
Ch‘ing-chou, which had been closely in- 
vested by the rebels, and reduced a number 
of other places. In 1862 he vacated his post: 
and enlisted an army of volunteers, with 
which he proceeded to the defence of Anhui. 
In the following year he gained a several 
victories and received the submission of 
Liu-an. In 1864 the rebels assailed Ch‘i- 
mén, and attacking them with ‘his whole 
force, he gained a signal victory. The so- 
called Prince Kao was killed and a great 
quantity of supplies captured. At the 
instance of Tséng Kuo-fan, he went to the 
relief of Kiangsi, where he advanced upon 
Tung-hsiang and burnt the rebel stockades 
round the city. He then advanced into 
Kuang-tung and defeated the rebel Princes 
Li and K‘ang, whom he pursued to Chia 
Ying-chou, where they were utterly ex- 
terminated. Having completed the reduc- 
tion of Kiangsi, he was obliged by ill-health 
to retire in 1867. He always led his men 
in person, and exposed himself in the brunt 
of the combat. Altogether he received over 
90 wounds and re-captured more than 60 
cities. It is asked that the usual posthumous 
distinctions may be bestowed, and that his 
biography may be written by the State 
Historiographers.— Granted by previous 
Rescript. 
ELOPEMENT AND MURDER. 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
trial of the following case :—Wu Pu-ko lived 
in the Mu-yang district and was related by 
marriage to Chang Chi-yii, a native of the 
same place. The latter was married to a 
wonan of the maiden name of Chang, with 
whom he lived happily, and by whom he 
had a son barely three years old. Mrs. 
Chang was in the habit of meeting Wu Pu- 
ko at her husband’s house. In the year 
1881 he came one day to the house, and 
finding her husband from home, he made 
improper advances to Mrs. Chang, the re- 
sult being the commission of adultery, 
which was subsequently repeated as often 
as an opportunity offered. In 1883 he again 
paid the woman a visit, and as the two were 
laughing and joking, they were surprised 
by the woman’s husband, who ordered 
Wu Pu-ko never to enter his door again. 
After that Chang Chi-yii watched his wife 
very closely, and Wu Pu-ko, finding himself 
unable to continue his visits, bethought 
himself of eloping with Mrs. Chang. Seeing 
her working one day in a field, he went up 
to her and sounded her on the subject. 
Yielding to her passion for him, she con- 
sented. A day or two later Wu Pu-ko 
went to her house and arranged for the 
elopement that night. The woman waited 


until her father-in-law and the rest of 
the household were fast asleep, and then 
gathering up a bundle of clothes, and 
taking her little boy in her arms, she 
stole out and decamped with her paramour. 
The youngster had not gone far when he 
set up a howl and disregarded all Wu 
Pu-ko’s attempts to pacify him. The 
latter got into a rage, and fearing the pro- 
spect of detection when daylight came, he 
determined to strangle the child. The 
mother pleaded hard for her boy’s life, but 
Wu Pu-ko threatened to take her life too 
if she dared to utter another syllable. He 
stepped aside into a field of millet, took a 
piece of tape out of the bundle, tied it in 
a loop round the child’s neck, and then 
pulled it with all his might until he 
strangled the child. He and the wo- 
man then continued on their way and 
passed as man and wife. The child’s body 
was discovered by its grandfather, who 
reported the matter to the authorities. The 
parties were arrested and placed on their 
trial, but as they retracted their previous 
admissions, they had to be sent back to the 
lower court. On the way there the boat in 
which they travelled met with a head-wind 
and had to anchor for the night. Wu 
Pu-ko took the opportunity of his guards 
being asleep to make his escape, but he 
was again arrested a month later. He has 
been sentenced to decapitation under the 
law applicable to the principal in the 
murder of a child under 10 years of age, 
and as the crime arose out of a case of 
adultery, his head will be exposed in accor- 
dance with the explanatory note appended 
to the statute. As the criminal made his 
escape while being conveyed for trial, sum- 
mary execution will follow, as the law 
provides. 

Mrs. Chang made a strong effort to save 
her child and she is exonerated from all 
participation in its murder. As an adul- 
teress, her sentence should be 100 blows 
and banishment for three years. Her 
offence is, however, entitled to the benefit 
of the amnesty proclaimed two years ago, 
and is commuted to 100 blows, on receiving 
which she will be handed back to her 
husband, who can keep her or not as he 
pleases. : 

APPOINTMENT. 

June 22nd.—Ni Wén-wei is gazetted Go- 
vernor of Honan in the place of Pien Pao- 
ch‘iian who has resigned. 


THE RIOT AT THE EXAMINATIONS 
; AT YUAN-CHOU FU. 
June 23rd.—(1) The Governor of Hunan 
reports the trial of a student who was im- 
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plicated in the disturbance which took place 
last year during the examinations at Yiian- 
chou Fu. The accused, Li Fu-hua, is a na- 
tive of the Chih-chiang District, and was a 
fellow student of Yang Ch‘un-p‘ei and Sung . 
Ho-ling, who have already been sentenced 
to death for their part in the riot, as also 
of several others who have suffered minor 
degrees of punishment. In June last the 
Prefect of Yiian-chou commenced to hold 
preliminary examinations, and on the 11th 
of that month the students of the entire 
district of Chih-chiang, numbering over 
900, presented themselves for examina- 
tion. Four hundred of the number who 
showed some proficiency in composi- 
tion were passed, and when the list ap- 
peared, Yang Ch‘un-p‘ei and others, dis- 
appointed at not finding their names on it, 
determined to coerce the Prefect into add- 
ing their names by making a united effort 
to stop the continuance of the examination. 
They loudly proclaimed that the selection 
was quite unfair, and demanded back their 
esssays from the official clerks. Li Fu- 
hua had passed, but as he was at the 
bottom of the list, he too felt aggrieved, 
and at first joined the others in 
urging that the transmissions of the papers - 
for the higher examination should be 
impeded. Subsequently, however, he re- 
turned to his lodgings. With a view to 
reinforcing their numbers, the malcontents 
got Yang Jui-t‘ang, one of the principals of 
the college in which they had studied, to 
draft a proclamation stating the grievances 
under which they, 400 poor students, labou- 
red in being debarred from proceeding to 
the higher examination, and calling a gene- 
ral meeting to create a disturbance. Copies 
of this document were widely posted, and 
their ranks having been recruited from 
various quarters, they marched in a body 
of over 100, and made a rush for the exa- 
mination booths. The examination of the 
students of the Ch‘ien-yang and Ma-yang 
districts was being held at the time, and 
taking an opportunity of the doors being 
open for the issue of tickets to the candi- 
dates, the rioters rushed in in a body 
and created a frightful disturbance. The 
Prefect’s desk was overturned, the offi- 
cial seal, the lamps, hangings, etc., were 
all smashed and destroyed. and the débris 
pitched into the guest rooms. The Pre- 
fect himself, who went with his retinue 
to suppress the disturbance, was hit on 
the forehead with a stone and received 
a fracture of the bone. The military was 
then called out, and succeeded in arresting 
some of the ringleaders and in dispersing 
the remainder. Two of the principal 
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rioters were beheaded, and several of the 
others sentenced to strangulation or banish- 
ment. Li Fu-hua’s sentence should, in 
accordance with the law applicable to the 
case of a person who joints in a riot of this 
kind, be strangulation after the autumn 
assizes, but as he only incited to the com- 
mission of the riot and did not participate 
in it, his sentence will be commuted to 
100 blows and banishment to a distance of 
3,000 12. 
LOCAL INSURRECTION IN KIANGSU. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kiang, the Director-General of the Grain 
Transport, and the Governor of Kiangsu 
snbmit a joint Memorial reporting the cap- 
ture and sentence of one Pao Kuan-t‘ung, 
who was a leading spirit in an insurec- 
tionary movement organised for purposes 
of plunder. The other leader, Chu Ching- 
yii, who was captured and beheaded last 
year, had given evidence of Pao Kuan- 
t‘ung’s connection with the confederacy, 
and the authorities had since been taking 
active measures to effect his arrest. Early 
in the present year it was discovered that 
he and his gang were lurking in the Hai 
Chou District, and the military having 
been put in motion, he was hemmed in 
and captured on the borderland between 
Haichou and Yén-cheng. The man stated 
that he had become acquainted with Chu 
Ching-yi in 1883: that the latter had a 
following of 70 or 80 men, while his own 
band only numbered about a dozen. The 
two parties had each its own tract of coun- 
try, and were distinguished by their head- 
dress, his men wearing blue turbans and 
Chu’s party white turbans. After the 
arrest of Chu, he had taken over some of 
the man’s followers, and continued to 
pursue his career of brigandage. The 
Memorialists consider that the case is one 
which falls within the category of offences 
for which summary execution was sanction- 
ed in 1883 by the Board of Punishments, 
and sentence has been passed accordingly. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES AT FENG-YANG. 

June 24th.—The Governor of Anhui for- 
wards a report of the amount of duties 
collected at the Féng-yang Customs for the 
year ended 23rd March, 1887. The annual 
assessment was formerly fixed at Tis. 
90,159.6 and there was a surplus assessment 
of Tis. 17,000, making a total of Tls. 
107,159.6. On its re-establishment, how- 
ever, in 1876, the Féng-yang station was to 
be worked on an experimental footing and 
only the actual receipts accounted for. The 
collection for the year under review amounts 
to Tls, 55,943.9.8.1, a sum which is slightly 
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in excess of the receipts for previous years, 
but is still far below the fixed assessment. 
The cause of the deficit is this :—Grain 
is the staple commodity that pays duty 
at Féng-yang, and owing to a suc- 
cession of bad seasons since the re- 
bellion, the people have been unable to 
regain their former condition of prosperity, 
and the waste lands of the province have not 
been brought under cultivation. Though 
the crops were not a total failure last yoar, 
still there was a dearth in several districts. 
There was very little movement of grain to 
the neighbouring provinces as the price 
there was much the same as in Anhui. 
Fortunately, however, there was an abun- 
dant crop of beans, and as the short crop 
in Manchuria caused a scarcity in the coun- 
try round Soochow and Sungkiang, large 
quantities of bean-oil and bean-cake were 
shipped down the Yangtsze to meet the 
demand there. Miscellaneous produce used 
to pass in great quantities through the Huai 
area, but trade is very depressed owing to 
the want of capital and the poverty of the 
people. Merchants who have a little cap- 
ital prefer to ship by steamers as being 
more quick and convenient, or take out 
Transit Passes to escape the charge at the 
numerous lekin barriers- A continual in- 
crease in the falling off of the native Cus- 
toms receipt is the result of all this en- 
croachment. The slight improvement in 
the figures for the present year is due to 
the brisk trade in beans, but there is no 
reason -to expect that it will prove per- 
manent. There was a collection at a branch 
station of Tis. 2,687.5.2. on colouring 
materials, which will go to form part of the 
Peking remittance for the present year. 


NATIVE CUSTOMS RECEIPTS AT TIENTSIN, 

June 25th.—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
that the native Custom-house at Tientsin 
has collected during the past year the full 
amount which it is required to produce, and 
in addition a small surplus. The annual 
sum fixed by law under various heads is Tls. 
81,041, which, with, with an extra amount 
of Tls. 12,384 destined for the Imperial 
Honsehold, makes a total due of Tis. 93,425. 
There have been cullected by the last Taot ‘ai, 
Tls. 39,822; by the present Taot‘ai, Ts. 
26,117; which, with Tls. 27,918, the 
amount of duties remitted to grain junks 
for the cargoes carried in 20% of their 
space, come toa total of Tls. 93,857, and 
leave a surplus of Tls. 430 odd. 


A BOARD OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN ANHUI. 


(2) The Governor of Anhui represents 
that since the opening of the port of Wuhu, 
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the presence of foreigners, lay and missio- 
nary, has become a common matter through- 
out the Province, and international cases 
frequently arise from the manner in which 
the habitations of converts are scattered 
among those of the other Chinese. In 1877 
the then Governor established a Board of 
Foreign Affairs at Nganking, under the pre- 
sidency of the Taotai of the An-lu-ch‘u-ho 
Circuit. There were attached to it, one 
otticer of the rank of prefect, two sub-pre- 
fects or magistrates, and three lower ofti- 
cials. The Board has proved itself most 
useful, and its members have worked well. 
But it has never been brought to the 
notice of the Imperial Government, which 
therefore does noc recognise its exis- 
tence. In calling His Majesty’s atten- 
tion to the subject, the Memorialist 
recommends that the Board, which has 
hitherto always used the Taotai’s seal, 
should in future be entrusted with a seal 
of its own. It is thought that this will 
expedite the speedy transmission of des- 
patches, when there is any business which 
requires to be dealt with rapidly. It is also 
proposed that the officers attached to the 
Board shall be recommended for promotion 
at the end of three years’ service, if they 
have worked well and have committed no 
mistakes.—Approved by Rescript. 


SUBJUGATION OF SAVAGES IN FORMOSA. 

June 26th.—(1) Liu Ming-ch‘uan de- 
scribes the steps which he has recently taken 
to civilise and subjugate the savages and 
open up the mountain districts in Formosa. 
He at the same time requests that some 
marks of favour may be bestowed on those 
of his officers who exceptionally distin- 
guished themselves in connection with these 
operations. It was reported to the Memo- 
rialist last November that there still re- 
mained a ‘tMrge number of unsubdued 
savages in the recesses of the mountains on 
the east side of the central range. They 
extended from Su-ao and Ch‘i-lai on the 
north to the neighbourhood of Pelam and 
Heng-ch‘un on the south. Half-way be- 
tween these points was Shui-wei. Ifa road 
were cut and communications established 
between Shui-wei and Chang-hua on the wes- 
tern side of the mountains, the whole district 
both north and south would be effectually 
subdued ; but any plan short of this would 
only have temporary results and would be 
a decided waste of money. The scheme 
was adopted by the Memorialist. A body 
of troops, seven hundred strong, accom- 
panied by a number of artificers and 
labourers, commenced road-making at a 
point in Chang.hua and worked in an 
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easterly direction; while another body 
began at Shui-wei and worked westerly. 
Before spring the task was completed, the 
two parties having met’ at Tan-shé-ling, 
and having constructed, the one 122, the 
other 60 li, of road, which was a most 
creditable performance considering the 
difficulty of the country. On the northern 
part of the eastern side of the range, 24 
villages and 4,000 men submitted near Shui- 
wei, and 12 villages and 2,000 men near Su- 
ao. Also, after a display of forc2 and threats 
of bombarding the principal village unless it 
yielded, 15,000 persons, the inhabitants of 
53 villages, gave their allegiance together. 
The men adopted the Ohinese tonsure, 
headmen were appointed for the villages, 
and the use of the Chinese calendar was 
introduced among them. The attention of 
the Memorialist’s officers was then turned 
to the southern part of the region, round 
about Pelam. Here, also, it was neces- 
sary to bring the troops within striking 
distance of the most formidable tribe, 
which had not only refused itself to 
submit, but by its example restrained 
its neighbours also from so doing. The 
sight of the Chinese forces overawed the 
savages, and 39 villages with 13,000 persons 
submitted in succession. Adjoining the 
boundaries of Feng-shan and Heng-ch‘un 
are many powerful tribes. With the assist- 
ance of troops from Feng-shan, first 37 and 
then 53 villages were subjugated in this 
neighbourhood. The total number’ that 
submitted on the eastern side of the island 
was thus 218 villages and 50,000 persons. 
On the western side of the range operations 
were carried on in the Districts of Feng- 
shan, Tai-wan, Chia-i, and Chang-hue, on 
the borders of which were many tribes 
which had not given their allegiance. 
The number of villages which were re- 
duced to submisson was 260 and their 
inhabitants 38,000. The result of this 
work is that in the neighbourhood of Shui- 
wei and other places, some hundreds of 
thousands of acres of fertile land can now 


be cultivated in safety, internecine feuds . 


have been prevented, and civilisation has 
been introduced among the inhabitants of 
the most inaccessible mountain valleys. The 
Memorialist has accomplished far more than 
he hoped to be able to do in so short a space 
of time. At the moment he is kept back 
by want of funds, but as soon as he is in 
possession of supplies he will press on and 
finish his work completely. During the 
last two years his troops have undergone 
extraordinary fatigues in a most impractica- 
ble country and unhealthy climate. He 
begs to recommend fer promotion the 
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officers who have the most distinguished 


_ themselves.-—Rescript published separately. 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS IN FORMOSA. 
(2) Liu Ming-ch‘uan prays the Emperor 


to sanction the erection of a memorial arch 


in honour of a widow lady in North Formosa 
who has expended a sum of Tis. 1,600 in 
the purchase of land for a charitable pur- 
pose. It is well known that many of the 
uarrels between the Chinese settlers and 
the savages arose from the former’s appro- 
puny the land of the latter ; but the land 
ving since been sold many times from one 
family to another, there is no possibility of 
ordering its restoration to the savages from 
whom it was originally taken ; and many 
savages who have submitted and become 


civilised are without any soil to till or ° 


means of gaining a livelihood. The widow 
lady has now purchased from their oc- 
cupants two plota of land producing yearly 
800 or 900 piculs of rice and with some 
2,300 dollars, in order that it may be re- 
stored to aborigines to whom it originally 
belonged. 

Also, Chang Hung-lu, formerly a taotai 
but since cashiered, came last year to Tai- 
wan on business connected with the con- 
struction of telegraphs. Moved by pity at 
the sight of the bare limbs of the newly 
submitted savages, he ordered from Shang- 
hai 20,000 dresses for men and women, at 
a cost of Tls. 10,000, which he handed over 
to the Board of Admistration for distri- 
bution among the savages. It appears that 
Chang Hung-lu was cashiered at the re- 
quest of the Viceroy Li for failure to pay 
Ts. 6,000, interest. or dividend due from 
the China Merchants Company to the Ta- 
hsing-kung firm. As he has since made 
good the deficit, the Memorialist recom- 
mends that he should be allowed to resume 
his rank and honours.—Both these recom- 
mendations are approved by Rescript. 

OFFICIALS FOR YUNNAN MINES. 

June 27th.—A Decree. Three officers, one 
of whom is now attached to the Szechuen 
Arsenal, are directed to proceed to Yunnan 
and report themselves for service under the 
orders of Fang Chiung in connection with 
the Yunnan Mining Department. 


_ A OASE OF PARRICIDE IN MANCHURIA. 


June 28th.—In the month of January 
last year the high authorities of Tsi-si-har 
were informed that a Manchu named Tuch- 
inga was found to have been murdered. An 
enquiry was instituted by their orders, 
which resulted in the arrest, first of a man 
named Wang Msiao-ssu and then of the 
deceased’s younger brother, Ishinga, and of 
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his son, Tekochingo. The gravity of the 
case was such that the authorities desired 
to deal with it with all speed. But they 
were unable to bring it to an immediate 
conclusion, because the accused kept con- 
tinually varying their statements and con- 
fessions. At length, however, the truth 
of the facts given below has been established 
beyond doubt. The deceased ‘man, Tuch- 
inga, and his son, Tekochingo, originally 
lived together. But some time ago they 
separated on account of the disobedient and 
dissolute conduct of the latter, who squan- 
dered all his father’s money. Tuchinga, 
who from that date lived alone, kept a 
shop for selling things to eat, and managed 
to put by a small sum. He was on bad 
terms with his brother Ishinga, because 
when the latter had applied to him for help, 
he had answered him with abuse instead of 
giving anything. In the month of Decem- 
ber, the year batons last, Wang Hsiao-ssu 
had lodged for a day or two in Tuchinga’s 
shop. The son and brother happened to 
see him and began to talk of Tuchinga’s 
stinginess, whereupon Wang Hsiao-ssu re- 
plied that no one would ever get the 
old man to part with anything except by 
force. Afterwards, when Wang Hsiao-ssu 
wished to leave Tuchinga’s house, his things 
were detained by the latter, because he was 
unable to pay 1,500 cash which he owed for 
board and lodging. About the same time 
Ishinga and Tekochingo were in a worse 
humour than usual with Tuchinga because 
they had stolen a wadded coat of his and 
pawned it, and he had violently resented 
their conduct when he discovered the theft. 
Wang Hsiao-ssu chancing to meet Ishinga, 
porposed that they should steal Tuchinga’s 
money. Ishinga then remarked that this 
could only be done by killing him, as he 
always carried it in notes on his person. 
They then determined upon the commis- 
sion of the crime, and shinga went off 
and persuaded Tekochingo to join them. At 
two o’clock in the morning the three men 
met outside the village and went together 
to Tuchinga’s house. By peeping and 
listening at the window they found that he 
was alone, and then prizing open the door 
they made their way into the room. Wang 
Hsiao-ssu felt softly with his hand and found 
where the sleeping man was lying, and then 
dealt him two tremendous blows with a 
cudgel, the first taking effect on his fore- 
head, the second on his wrist. Tekochingo 
then lit a lamp, and Ishinga, who feared 
the wounded man might be still alive, 
stabbed him several times in the face. The 
murderers found on the body notes for 
thirty strings of cash, which they divided 
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among them, as well as two thousand cash 
in money and an old fur coat they discover- 
edinthe room. In order to avert suspicion 
Ishinga then tied the corpse by a string 
round the neck to a beam, so that the case 
might seem to be one of suicide, and sct fire 
to the room. They then all departed. The 
fire, however, went out, and next morning 
people, coming totheshop to buy wine, found 
thebodyhanging. Ishings, who was sent for, 
endeavoured to hush up the matter, saying 
that Tuchinga had evidently committed 
suicide during a fit of temporary insanity. 
A report, however, was made to the authori- 
ties, and an enquiry held, which resulted 
in the arrest of the criminals and the dis- 
covery of the facts above narrated. Ishinga 
and Tekochingo, the one a fratricide the 
other a parricide, have both been con- 
demned to death by slow degrees as guilty 
of a crime against the natural relationships 
of mankind; and in the case of the latter, 
the heinousness of whose crime was such 
as to admit of no delay in the infliction of 
the punishment, the sentence of the law 
has already been carried into effect with all 
due formality. As regards Ishinga, and as 
regards Wang Hsiao-ssu, who is condemned 
to immediate strangulation, the instructions 
of His Majesty will be awaited.—Referred 
to the Board of Punishments. 
TRIAL OF CRIMINALS CONNECTED WITH THE 
CHUNGKING ANTI-MISSIONARY RIOTS. 
June 29th.—The Viceroy of Szechuen 
reports the trial of two offenders connected 
with the anti-missionary outrages in Chung- 
king. Among those who took part in the 
riots which were originated last year by 
Chinese students at Chungking, was a man 
named Shih K‘ai-yang and his son Shih 
Hui. The latter was some time since 
arrested and was tried conjointly with Lo 
Yuan-i, the man who by the agency ofa 
hired band had killed several of the inhabi- 
tanus of Chungking. By the Emperor’s 
command the two were executed together 
and their heads exposed. Shih K‘ai-yang 
escaped at the time to Kueichow, where he 
was discovered and arrested on the 17th 
of January. Being sent to the capital of 
Szechuen, ho was tried there with another 
offender named Wang Ming-t‘ang. On the 
2nd of July last year, after the destruction of 
the Christian Church by a Chungking mob, 
the rioters proceeded to make a disturbance 
at the house of Lo Yuan-i. Thereupon a 
number of men hired by Lo Yuan-i killed 
three of the people with swords and clubs, 
and in driving the rest away trampled eight 
more to death. By the middle of the 
month the popular indignation against Lo 
Yuan-i, on account of these deaths, had 
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risen to a still greater height. On the 25th 
July, 50 bodies of men, numbering more 
than 3,000 in all, went to make a riot at 
the Pai-kuo-shu church. Among these 
were Shih K‘ai-yang and Shih Hui; and 
Wang Ming-t‘ang who was in Chungking 
on professional work was induced by an 
old acquaintance named Yang Tzu-ch‘ing 
to follow the crowd. He was unarmed 
and only went to look on. When the rioters 
reached the spot, they found it guarded 
by soldiers, who had been sent there at the 
Bishop’s request. A fight with the troops 
then began. Shih K‘ai-yang had an en- 
counter with a petty officer of the troops, 
and while this was going on Shih Hui 
snatched a dagger from the officer and 


_ stabbed him to death. Yang Tzu-ch‘ing 
‘and his party made a great noise and 





attempted to set the place on fire, but 
before this Wang Ming-t‘ang, who had 
done nothing more than shout, ran away in 
fear of compromising himself. The church 
was burnt finally by Shih K‘ai-yang and the 
rioters, who then dispersed. Some time 
afterwards Wang Ming-t‘ang and Shih Hui 
were arrested in connection with the above 
affair. Shih Hui, the murderer of the offi- 
cer, was executed, as above stated, with Lo 
Yuan-i. Wang Ming-t‘ang was detained 
for want of evidence concerning his case. 
After some time Shih K ‘ai-yang was arrested 
in Kueichow by officers of the Chungking 
magistrate. He was sent to the Provincial 
Capital and tried together with Wang Min- 
t‘ang. The facts above detailed were then 
elicited, and' their truth established beyond 
doubt. No law exactly bears on the case 
of Shih K‘ai-yang.. But it is proposed to 
apply by analogy a statute which declares 
the penalty of death on members of law- 
less bands who assemble with intent to 
plunder, and who rob or burn either public 
or private buildings ; while those who are 
enticed and frightened into accompanying 
them are liable to receive 100 blows, and to 
be banished for three years. The Memo- 
rialist accordingly, subject to the Emperor’s 
approval, has sentenced Shih K‘ai-yang to 
death, and Wang Ming-t‘ang to banishment 
for three years and 100 blows. He also 
requests that the Magistrate of Chung-king 
may be restored to his rank, of which he 
was stripped on account of his dilatoriness 
in dealing with the case of Lo Yuan-i. He 
was previously an officer of high reputation, 
and since his deprivation has demonstrated 
again his energy and zeal.—Rescript : Seen. 

June 30th.—No documents of interest. 

APPEAL TO PEKING FROM SZECHUEN. 

July 1st.—(1) The Court of Censors re- 

port that a petition has been handed to 
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them by one Chang Hsiu-fang on behalf of 
a widow lady named Chang residing at 
Ho Chou in Szechuen. The petitioner 
represents that her husband was a major in 
the force under General Pao which went to 
fight in Tonquin in 1884. Unfortunately, 
he incurred the resentment of two fellow 
officers, a father and son, named Hung, 
because he had reported to his superiors 
the misconduct of the son. In the latter 
part of the summer of 1885, when the 
troops were returning home victorious, he 
had reached the district of Paoning in Yiin- 
nan. Here he was attacked by a body of 
forty or fifty men under the two Hungs, 
who cut him to pieces and carried off 
all his money and baggage, as well as 
Tls. 500 which he was conveying for some 
friends. The case was reported by the 
military officers to General Pao, and by the 
inhabitants of the town to the local au- 
thorities. The two Hungs were arrested 
and with them three common soldiers, who 
acknowledged the truth of the charges. 
Tls. 250 were also recovered of the stulen 
money. But General Pao was induced, by 
the intercessions of other officers, merely 
to execute the three soldiers and send the 
two Hungs under a guard to Szechuen, 
where he released them ; and all the widow’s 
efforts to obtain justice by instituting pro- 
ceedings in the provincial courts have proved 
of no avail on account of the wealth and 
influence of the guilty parties. The mes- 


senger of the widow also states that three _ 


plaints have been addressed to General Pao, 
but he has not heard the case in person.— 
Rescript issued previously. 
ARRIVAL OF TAOTAI IN FORMOSA. 
(2) Liu Ming-ch‘uan reports the arrival 


* at Tai-pei Fu in Formosa of the new Tao- 


tai and acting Chief Justice of the island, 
T‘ang Ching-sung. He was recently em- 
ployed in the delimitation of the frontier 
between Yiinnan and Tonquin, and the 
work of delimitation having been finished, 
permission was granted to him to proceed 
wid Canton to his post. 

SUBSCRIPITION TO COAST DEFENCE FROM 
F _ ABROAD. 

(3) The Viceroy at Foochow reports that 
‘a merchant named Wu Chin-ch ‘ing, living 
in Siam or the Straits has subscribed largely 
through: the Chinese Consul at Singapore to 
the Fuhkien Coast Defence Fund. Wu 
Chin-ch‘ing has already been given second 
class rank and a peacock’s feather ; but 
there is still a sum of Tls.960 contributed 
by him for which he has received no reward. 
The Memorialist therefore proposes to be- 
stow on him a tablet with an honorific 
inscription.—Approved by Rescript. 
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ILLEGAL OUCUPATION OF RECLALMED LAND 
IN KUANGTUNG. 

July 2nd.—(1) The Governor-General 
and Governor at Canton ask for authority 
to strip a provincial graduate of his degree 
preparatory to placing him on his trial for 
having refused to pay the land tax on some 
reclaimed beach land of which he and his 
family had retained illegal occupation for 
over twenty years. By a recent Decree 
the Canton authorities were directed to as- 
certain and report the amount of this kind 
of land that had been reclaimed and assessed 
for taxation, and they were to take steps 
to prevent the evasion of the tax. From 
a report which has been received from the 
Beach Lands Department it appears that 
Wang Pao-chén 1s in illegal possession of an 
alluvial flat which was formed by accretions 
in the early part of the reign of Tao Kuang, 
and that both his father and his grand- 
father had held it in the same way. 
In 1866, owing to a dispute with a neigh- 
bour who prepared a claim to part of the 
land, a member of the Wang family report- 
ed the amount of land reclaimed as 1,060 
mow, but payment of the tax was subse- 
quently refused at a time when the period 
for which it was exempt from taxation had 
long before expired. A survey disclosed 
the fact that the amount of land reported 
did not exceed a third of what had actually 
been brought under cultivation. Though 
they had made themselves liable not 
only to the forfeiture of the land but for 
payment for its usufruct for a long course 
of years, both Wang and his father simply 
ignored the matter, and continued in pos- 
session in spite of all the writs that 
were served upon them. Certain other 
members of the Wang family were 
liable for a sum of Tis. 18,000, advanced 
for reclaiming land, but owing to the per- 
nicious influence of the younger Wang only 
Tls. 2,000 were recovered after much pres- 
sure. Wang Pao-chén gained eighty-fifth 
place at the chit jéu examination of 1873, 
and having secured by purchase in 1880 the 
post of Senior Secretary in the Board of 
Revenue he used all his influence to thwart 
the work of the Land Otiice. Memorialists 
bear testimony to the integrity of the Can- 
ton gentry who as a body offer a fine exam- 
ple to the rural population, but amongst 
their number there are some who take ad- 
vantage of their position to oppress the 
weak and set the law at defiance. Conduct 
of this kind in the past has too often been 
passed over without attracting any direct 
notice trom the authorities The Gover- 
ner-General, for his part, can say that 
he has always treated deserving members 
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of the gentry with studied courtesy, but he 
has never hesitated to expose those of their 
number who have domineered over the 
people. As proof of this statement, he 
would refer to the cases which he has dealt 
with in the Hsiang Shan, Shun Té, Nan 
Hai, and Hsin Hui districts. He is well 
aware that his action has given rise to 
much ill-feeling against him, and has caused 
unfounded reports to be industriously cir- 
culated by people who are waiting for an 
opportuniy to trip him up, but however 
unpleasant the duty may be, he will gladly 
face the storm of obloquy for the sake of 
the public interests involved.—Autograph 
Rescript : Let Wang Pao-chén be tempo- 
rarily degraded and placed on his trial. 
The Board concerned will take note. 


SHIPWRECKED LIU-CH‘IUANS. 


(2) The Governor-General of Min Ché 
reports the arrival of four distressed Liu- 
ch‘iuans, who have been forwarded to 
Foochow by the Namhoi Magistrate at 
Canton. Having been examined through 
an interpreter, the men stated that they 
were natives of Na-pa Fu, and that they 
had set sail in a fishing junk from Na 
Yiian-ching on the 28th April, 1886. 
Having encountered a violent gale, they 
were drifted to Lei-chou on the coast of 
Kuang tung, where their boat broke up. 
They were rescued by some fishermen and 
sent on to Canton, whence they were 
forwarded by steamer to Foochow. The 
Governor-General states that from the date 
of their arrival they are by regulation 
entitled to draw each an allowance of one 
shéng of rice and six cash for the purchase 
of salt and vegetables per diem, together 
with provisions for one month when they 
start on their homeward journey. 


COLLECTION OF LAND TAX IN KIANGSU. 


(3) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
action he has taken for collecting the arrears 
of land tax due in the province and for 
furnishing the returns required by the 
Board of Revenue. The large deficits in 
the collection of the tax formed the subject 
of a Decree issued in January, 1886, and a 
set of regulations was issued by the Board, 
which also forwarded a specimen form of a 
return that was to be filled up. The Gov- 
ernor is assured by his subordinates that 
the abuses on which the board animadverts 
no longer exist in Kiangsu, but there are 
difficulties in the way of rendering a full 
account of the collection within the speci- 
fied period, and an extension of time is re- 
quested. In Soochow, the prefecture which 
contains the largest area of assessed land, the 
crops are very late and are not gathered in 
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until nearly the beginning of winter. The 
collection for the first half of the year is 
started in the 5th month, and that for the 
second half in the last month of the year, but 
it is generally the following autumn before 
the full amount is received. In Sung-chiang 
Fu, Ch‘ang Chou, Chinkiang, and T‘ai- 
ts‘ang the collection is similarly deferred, 
and arrears which have previously accumu- 
lated cannot easily be recovered in a single 
year. The accounts should be furnished at 
the end of each year, but owing to the 
labour of preparation and the inability of the 
people tu make punctual payment, it has 
generally been impossible to close them be- 
fore the autumn of the-following year. The 
Board’s regulations are unduly stringent, 
and at the earliest the Memorialist does not 
think it possible to forward complete re- 
turns before the 5th moon of the year 
following that for which they are rendered. 


NATIVE TRIBES ON THE BURMESE FRONTIER. 
July 3rd.—(1) The Governor-General of 
the Yii Kuei Provinces asks permission to 
confer the appointment of native adminis- 
trators on a number of Lolo chieftains, 
within the jurisdiction of the Shun Ning 
Prefecture, who have tendered their sub- 
mission to the Imperial rule. Yiinnan, 
the Governor-General remarks, occupies 4 
remote position in the south-west corner of 
the Empire, and is conterminous with 
Burmah, Annam, and the Laos country. 
During successive ages the frontier country 
has formed a screen of defence to China 
and has been governed by native adminis- 
trators, between whose rule and that of the 
Chinese a line of distinction has always been 
maintained. Though this custom has been 
followed for several centuries, it has been 
the cause of nearly all the frontier troubles, 
and has given rise to continual disputes for 
territory among the tribes in which the 
weak have always been made the prey of 
the stronger. Some time ago, Chang Ping- 
ch‘iian, the chief of Lo-‘hei-shan (the Black 
Hills of the Lolos) seized upon thirty hamlets 
within the jurisdiction of the native Magis- 
trate of Méng-méng, and as Memorialist 
happened to be absent at the time on a 
military expedition beyond the frontier, the 
late governor was left to deal with him..- 
Memorialist is informed that the tract of 
country known as Lo-‘hei-shan stretches 
over 1,000 li in length, being conterminous 
on its outer side with Hu-lu-shan and other 
places in the north of Burmah, and lying in 
its inner position interlaced between the 
independent sub-Prefectures of Mien Ning, 
Wei Yiian, and Ssu Mao. It is covered 
with dense jungle, and is the seat of deadly 
malaria. The portion of it that was 
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occupied by Chang Ping-ch‘iian is called 
Shang-hsia-liu-shan and is over 700 li in 
length, the part of 4t known as Hsia-hsia 
was lorded over by Shih Ch‘ao-féng and 
other chieftains. It was decided to adopt 
the principle of ruling barbarians, and 
steps were taken for securing the submis- 
sion of Shih Ch‘ao-féng and his party and 
preventing them from falling under the 
influence of Chang Ping-ch‘iian. The re- 
sult is that all the chiefs of Hsia-hsia 
have now tendered their submission and 
have entered into an agreement to pay the 
land tax. Such is the report Memorialist 
has received from his provincial executive, 
and on it he begs to make the following 
observations: Lo-‘hei-shan is a remote 
and barren district which was formerly 
under the jurisdiction of Méng and Méng- 
lien, since the rebellion the Lolo chieftains 
there have been engaged in constant and 
bloody struggles amongst themselves, and 
it has been impossible to introduce firm 
principles of law and order. The conduct 
of the Hsia-hsia chieftains in now embrac- 
ing civilization furnishes a striking contrast 
to the long course of wickedness pursued 
by Chang Ping-c‘thuan. The latter was 
killed by lightning in September last, but 
his son has followed in the footsteps of his 
father and made repeated raids upon the 
country under the jurisdiction of the native 
administrator of Méng Méng, causing ruin 
to thousands of homes along the frontier. 
Unless active measures are taken for his 
extermination, the evil will spread daily and 
may result in his making an alliance with 
Burmah and Annam and raising a powerful 
opposition to give us trouble. It is just now 
the middle of summer, and the malaria 
being at its height it is impossible to enter 
upon military operations, but as soon as 
autumn arrives a large force, properly com- 
manded, and supported by native troops 
under the chiefs who have already sub- 
mitted, will be sent to deal with the insur- 
gents. In conclusion, the Memorialist 
appends the various ranks which he wishes 
to be conferred upon the Lolo chieftains in 
their new position as native administrators. 
Autograph Rescript: We command that 
it be as requested. Let the board concerned 
take note. 


CANTON CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

(2) The remittance of the first instalment 
of the subsidy demanded from the Canton 
Customs for the 13th year of Kuang Hsii is 
reported by the high authorities at Canton. 
The following are the items of the assess- 
ment for the year in question and of the 
present remittance :— 
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Aunual Present 
Assessment. Instalment, 
Tis, Tis. 


Peking subsidy (from foreign 

Customs duties) ............... 100,000 25,000 
Surplus assessment ............... 60.000 ...... 
For North-east Frontier De- 

fence (from the three-fifth’s 

share of foreign Customs 


Duties). issccsecsvcesessessooesnas 120,000 10,000 
Fund for increasing salaries of 
Peking officials.................. 40,000 5,000 


Fund for increasing salaries of 

Peking officials (from the 

two-fifth’s share of foreign 

Customs duties) ............... 24,000 6,000 
Imperial Household and Trea- 

sury of the Privy Purse...... 300,000 75,000 

CANTON AND SWATOW CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

July 4th.—The Governor-General, Go- 
vernor, and Superintendent of Customs at 
Canton report the amount of foreign Cus- 
toms duties collected at Canton and Swatow 
during the quarter ended 31st December, 
1886. By instructions issued in 1886, two- 
fifths of the collection were to be remitted to 
Peking. A monthly contribution of Tls. 
10,000, which was formerly subscribed to 
Shensi, has since the beginning of last year 
been diverted to defraying military expen- 
diture on the frontier. There is a quarterly 
payment to the Imperial Houschold for 
the purchase of 1,000 ounces of gold leaf, 
and a similar liability for Tls. 6,000, which 
formerly went to repay the Fulkien loan, 
but which has recently been transferred to 
the fund for increasing the salaries of Pek- 
ing officials. Of the two-fifths duties, which 
since 1876 were devoted to coast defence 
purposes, one-half was formerly sent to the 
Superintendent of Trade for the North, and 
the remainder forwarded to the Board of 
Revenue for the repayment of a sum of 
Tls. 300,000 in connection with military 
operations in the west. In accordance with 
instructions issued early last year the total 
amount is henceforth to be remitted yearly 
to Peking, to meet the expenses of the 
Board of Admiralty. The total collection 
of import and export duties and of dutics 
on foreign opium amounted during the 
quarter under review to Tls. 448,257.0.7.5, 
the two-fifths of which represent Ts. 
179,303.6.3 ; from which the following pay- 
ments have to be deducted. To frontier 
military expenditure, Tls. 30,000; to Im- 
perial Household, Tis. 18,000; to in- 
crease of Peking salaries, Tls. 6,500, total ; 
Tls. 54,500; leaving a balance of Tis. 
124,803.6.3. Tonnage dues, duties on goods 
and opium carried by the China Merchants’ 
steamers, Coast Trade dutics, ctc., amoun- 
ted during the same period to Tis. 
81,028.4.5. 


CASE OF HOMICIDE, 


July 5th.—(1) The Governor of Kansu 
reports the following case of homicide.— 
Ts‘ai Tien-hsiio lived in the Ch‘i-t‘ai Dis- 
trict, where he followed the occupation 
of a farmer, and the deceased, Wang Té- 
chéng was his near neighbour. He went 
one day last year to Wang’s house to look 
for a friend, and Mrs. Wang, being annoyed 
by the frequency of his visits, gave vent to 
her feelings in some strong language. 
Otfended at this, he went to complain to 
her husband who was cutting grain in a 
field, and who told him that he deserved 
what he got. He abused the husband for 
defending his wife, and a quarrel ensued 
between the two men. Wang rushed at 
Ts‘ai with the reaping-hook, but the latter, 
parrying the thrust, knocked the sickle out 
of his hand, and on stooping to pick it up 
himself received a kick in the stomach from 
Wang, from the effects of which he died 
six days afterwards. The criminal has 
been sentenced, in accordance with the 
law bearing on the case, to strangulation 
after the autumn assizes. 


REVIEW OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


(2) The Resident and Assistant Resident 
in Tibet report the spring inspection of the 
native and Chinese troops stationed in An- 
terior Tibet. The men were mustered by 
the Chinese military officers and the native 
commandant, and the review was conduc- 
ted by the Resident in person on the 16th 
April and following days. The Chinese 
troops advanced, retreated, and went 
through the various evolutions in capital 
order, and the native battalions also per- 
formed their part with commendable regu- 
laity. Both forces displayed much skill 
and dexterity in volley-firing, in sword 
and spear exercises, as also in making 
feint assaults. The scores made at target 
practice though not of uniform excellence, 
averaged over 70 per cent. Those who 
had acquitted themselves with exceptional 
credit received immediate advancement, 
while silver medals, purses, and penknives 
were bestowed on others whose merit was 
less conspicuous. Those who failed to at- 
tain the requisite standard of proficiency 
were reprimanded or degraded, and the 
officers, native and Chinese alike, were 
exhorted to maintain the efficiency of their 
men by regular drill. 

FOREIGN FIRE-ENGINE FOR HANGCHOW. 

(3) Having regard to the frequency of 
fires in the crowded streets of Hangchow, 
and the danger to which the goods stored 
in the Imperial Manufactures are in con- 
sequence exposed, the Superintendent Ch‘i- 
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‘o-8én-pu reports that he has purchased out 
of his own pocket a fire-engine of foreign 
type, and has engaged 60 coolies to work it, 
The engine will be at the disposal of the 
city in all cases of fire, and by way of pro- 
viding for the renewal of the machinery, 
and the maintenance of the fire brigade, a 
sum of Tls. 20 per month will be taken from 
public funds.—Autograph Rescript; Let 
the department concerned take note. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES AT KALGAN, 


July 6th._(1) The Superintendent of 
Customs at Kalgan forwards a report of the 
duties collected during the twelfth year of 
Kuang Hsii. The fixed assessment of the 
station is Tls. 20.000.2.3, and there is a 
supplementary assessment of Tls. 40,560.7.7, 
making a total of Tls. 60,561. The col- 
lection for the year under review amounts 
to Ts. 38,490.3.0.5, which leaves a deficit 
of Tls. 22,070.6.9.5, for Tls. 5,574.2 of 
which Memorialist’s predecessor is respon- 
sible. The following is the explanation of 
this deficit. The staple articles from which 
the revenue at Kalgan is derived are tea 
from the south and skins from Kiakhta, the 
tax on animals being in a minor degree the 
support of the station. In former days the 
whole of this trade was in Chinese hands, 
and the revenue was in a flourishing condi- 
tion. Since, however, trade relations have 
been entered into with Russia, the tea trade 
has passed almost entirely into Russian 
hands, and as under the regulations it is 
exempted from duty, there has been a great 
falling off in the revenue. Memorialist has 
made a strong effort to establish the revenue 
on its former footing, but the task has 
baffled all his efforts, and only a very trifl- 
ing improvement is perceptible in the re- 
turns. The exceptionally severe winter 
which prevailed last year in Mongolia, and 
the lateness of the rains this spring, have 
seriously affected the pasturage, and there 
has been a decrease in the number of cattle 
dassing through Kalgan, with a correspond- 
ing diminution in the Customs receipts. 
A sum of Tis. 460.6.5 which was realized 
by the sale of horses, camels, etc., that 
were confiscated, has been credited to the 
Treasury of the Privy Purse. 


BRIGANDAGE IN SHENSI,. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Shen Kan Provinces and 
the Governor of Shensi, reporting the 
capture and punishment of a gang of 
mounted highwaymen.—Some time ago 
reports from various districts in Shensi 
announced the appearance of a band of 
brigands who carried on their depredations 
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in broad daylight, and the civil and military 


authorities were put in motion to effect 
their arrest. The Commander-in-chief at 
Ku-yiian was not long in obtaining a clue 
to their whereabouts. He wrote to say that 
he had discovered, through an innkeeper at 
whose house they had passed a night, that 
the gang numbered about a dozen, and that 
the ringleader was a Mohammedancalled Mi 
Té-ch‘iian. The scene of their depredations 
was the border country between Shensi 
and Kansu. Several of the band were 
soon arrested, and a reward of Tls. 300 was 
offered for the leader Mi Té-ch‘iian, who 
had managed to evade capture. Early in 
the present year it was found that he was 
in the Hua-t‘ing District and a military 
force was sent against him, which encoun- 
tered a desperate resistance, and lost ten 
of its number in capturing him and two of 
his followers. Six of the prisoners suffered 
summary execution, and one, whose con- 
nection with them was accidental, is to be 
chained to a big stone for three years, after 
which he will be allowed to return to his 
native place on bail. The innkeeper who 
sheltered the men for a night was deterred 
by their number from giving information 
at the time, and in view of his subsequent 
services in disclosing their whereabouts, 
the question of his punishment need not be 
taken into consideration, 


EXEMPTION OF DUTY REQUESTED ON COPPER 
AND LEAD FOR COINAGE OF CASH. 


July 7th.—(1) The Governor of Hupeh 
states that the copper used for coinage 
purposes in the province was formerly pro- 
cured from Yiinnan and Kueichow, and 
was entitled to exemption from duty ; 
and now that the former source of supply 
has failed, he requests permissson to pur- 
chase foreign copper and lead at Shanghai 
ane bring them to Hupeh free of duty. 
What with freight and price, the cost of 
laying down the material is by no means 
light, and if duty is charged, it will neces- 
sarily be greatly enhanced. The Japanese 
copper recently purchased by the Board of 
Revenue paid no Customs duties what- 
ever, and copper and lead required for 
eoinage purposes by the provinces are 
entitled to the same privileges. It is, 
therefore, requested that the Customs 
authorities at Shanghai may be authorised 
to pass copper and lead for Hupeh free of 
duty on the production of a certificate 
issued by the Memorialist. Any attempt 
to smuggle will, of course, be dealt with by 
the Customs regulations.—Granted by In- 
perial Rescript. 
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APPROACHING REVIEW OF TROOPS IN SHANSI. 


(2) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
arrangements he is making for holding the 
inspection of the provincial forces, which, 
owing to the distance between the two 
great military centres of T‘ai-yiian and 
Ta-t‘ung, it will take him at least two 
months to complete. The delay in starting 
has been caused by the necessity of at- 
tending to the works which have been going 
on for some months past in T‘ai-yiian Fu. 
These works, which were intended to pre- 
vent inundations, and designed as a means 
of relieving the distress that prevailed in 
the district, he wished to press on to 
completion while labour was plentiful dur- 
ing the slack season. They are now com- 
pleted, and estimates having been procured, 
a start has been made with the rebuilding 
of the barracks and the public offices in the 
city. The Memorialist proposes to start 
from the provincial capital on his tour of 
inspection on the 11th June. He will travel 
with a small retinue, and hopes to perform 
his task ina by no means perfunctory style. 
Acting upon the precedent established last 
year, he will take an opportunity of sound- 
ing popular opinion and of acquainting 
himself with the nature of the local adminis- 
tration. 


CAPTURE OF THE LEADER OF A LOCAL 
RISING. 

July 8th.—(1) A Decree.—We have re- 
ceived a memorial from the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jeh-hoh reporting the capture 
of Yang Pu-yiin, a notorious rebel, who has 
pursued a course of crime for a long series 
of years, and has hitherto managed to baffle 
all the efforts of the authorities to arrest 
him. In May last he gathered together a 
large following, constructed a fort on which 
he hoisted his flag, and rose in open rebel- 
lion. The troops that were sent to deal 
with him found his forces drawn up in 
regular battle array prepared to offer re- 
sistance. An engagement took place which 
resulted in the dispersion of the rebel band, 
Their leader was captured a month later 
and immediately decapitated. We consider 
that the Lieutenant-Governor and his staff 
have acted with praiseworthy energy in 
this matter, and We authorise him to re- 
commend the more deserving of his officers 
for the bestowal of marks of Our commen- 
dation. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


(2) The following appointments are 
gazetted : Féng Tzu-t‘sai is appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Yiinnan in place of 
Huang Wu-hsien, who has been permitted 
to retire. 
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Ming-pao is appointed Intendant of the 
Imperial Tung Circuit in Yiinnan, in suc- 
cession to Ch‘ung-shan, who has been re- 
called to Peking. 

Ch‘éng-han has been appointed Director 
of the Imperial Stud Court. 


DEVOTION OF A BETROTHED YOUNG LADY. 


(3) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
case of a virtuous young lady which has 
been brought to his notice by some graduates 
in the Chiang-hsia District. She was be- 
trothed at the age of 21 to a literary under- 
graduate who died shortly before the day 
fixed for the marriage, and on receipt of 
the mournful tidings she wept bitterly and 
vowed that she would never marry another. 
She is now 29 and still leads a maiden’s 
life. There is no prescribed rule in such 
cases as to the number of years, and the 
matter being one for the exclusive decision 
of His Majesty, the Memorialist ventures 
to submit for favourable consideration the 
application which has been made to him for 
permission to erect an honorary portal in the 
lady’s honour. 

PROMOTION OF CHINESE OFFICERS IN JAPAN. 


(4) A Memorial from Hsii Ch‘éng-tsu, 
Chinese Minister in Japan, replying to the 
objections which the Board of Civil Office 
had raised to certain recommendations for 
promotion which his predecessor in office 
had submitted on behalf of various mem- 
bers of his staff. The Memorial, which 
possesses a purely technical interest, con- 
cludes with an explanation of the delay 
which has occurred in its presentation. 
The officers to whom it refers had nearly 
all returned to China, and being scattered 
in different parts of the Empire, it was 
found impossible to procure at an earlier 
date the statements of their servicesrequired 
by the rules of the Board. 


NAME FOR PRINCE CHUN’S CHILD. 


July 9th.—(1) Her Majesty the Empress 
orders that the seventh son of Prince Ch‘un 
be called Tsai-t‘ao, (N.B.—Including this 
child just born, the Prince has four sons 
now living, of whom the eldest is the pre- 
sent Emperor.) ‘ 


FIRES IN YUNNAN. 


(2) The Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow reports that last January two 
fires occurred in his capital, in one of which 
more than twenty houses, and in the other 
ninety-five houses, were destroyed. Others 
took place in different districts during 
March and April, in one of which more 
than fifty, in another two hundred, in a 
third onc hundred and seventy houses were 
burnt. As he found by enquiries that all 
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the sufferers were poor persons without 
means, he gave directions to the ‘‘ Board 
for the Restoration of Order” to take mea- 
sures for relief. This has been done by 
the officers of the board, who, finding no 
funds in the Government Treasury, provided 
the necessary sum from private sources. 


NEW HOPPO APPOINTED. 
July 10th.—(1) Ch‘ang-yu is appointed 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton, 


TAXATION OF LAND HELD BY BANNERMEN. 


(2) The Censor Ch‘ing-hsiang represents 
the expediency of changing the existing 
law with reference to the taxation of land 
sold to bannermen. When the present 
dynasty entered China, grants of land were 
given to its soldiers in many parts of the 
country. As in time some of these men 
became poor and others rich, they were 
allowed freely to sell their property to each 
other. If any bannerman bought land 
from a Chinese, such land remained still 
liable to landtax, and he was obliged to 
register the purchase at the office of the 
magistrate of the district wherein it was 
situated. If he bought from another ban- 
nerman land not liable to pay land tax, he 
merely reported the purchase to the right 
or the left wing Custom-house at Peking, 
and paid the proper duty on the transac- 
tion. These rules applied equally to ban- 
nermen in Peking and to those settled in 
the country. In the reign of the Emperor 
T‘ung Chih a law was passed applying to 
the sale of land from one bannerman 
to another in the country but not in 
Peking, by which the buyer was required 
to register his purchase at the magistrate’s 
office, and pay annual land tax on it in 
future, though it had not been liable to the 
tax before. Now such land is ordinarily 
acquired with the object of letting it toa 
tenant, and for supporting the parents and 
family of the owner by the rent received. 
But as the rate of rent now in Chihli, for 
example, does not exceed six or seven tael 
cents per acre (mow), and the land tax 
amounts to just about the same sum, the 
purchaser, who is forbidden by law to turn 
out the actual tenant or raise the rent, finds 
himself in the same position as if he had not 
any land at all. The consequence ’is that 
honest men decline to buy, and dishonest 
ones do not report the purchases they make. 
Thus the district magistrate’s revenue gets 
no benefit, and the right and left wing 
Custom Houses lose the receipts they 
would otherwise obtain. The Memorialist, 
therefore, prays that the law of T‘ung Chih 
may be repealed, and the system previously 
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in force resumed.—Rescript issued pre- 
viously. 
DREDGING THE GRAND CANAL. 

(3) Some time since the Director-General 
of the Yellow River, Ch‘éng-fu, obtained 
His Majesty’s permission to dredge the 
Grand Canal in three districts of Chia-ho 
T‘ing, Yun-ho T‘ing, and Pu-ho Ting, at 
an estimated cost of Tls. 51,600. Of this 
sum, Tis. 1,312 were duly provided by the 
Kiangsu Goverment, but the remainder, 
which it was the business of the Shantung 
authorities to furnish, was not immediately 
forthcoming. Work, however, was com- 
menced with such funds as the river conser- 
vancy could advance, and continued with 
Tis. 10,000 received later from Shantung. 
On account of the delays caused by the 
non-arrival of the money when required, it 
has been found impossible to complete the 
work. Nor would it be advisable now to 
do so, as the grain fleet has already arrived 
in Shantung. The sections of the canal 
which most needed dredging have been all 
cleared out so as to allow the passage of the 
boats, and the remainder of the work has 
been postponed till next year. The sum 
expended only amounts to Tls. 31,000 ; so 
that an economy of about Tis. 20,000 has 
been effected.—Approved by Rescript. 


PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 


July 11th.—(1) Though showers have 
fallen at Peking since the commencement 
of summer, the quantity has not been 
sufficient for the requirements of the agri- 
culturists, who are anxiously expecting 
heavy rain. The Emperor will, therefore, 
offer incense at the Ta-kao Tien on the 14th 
of July. 


EXPEDITION AGAINST BRIGAND TRIBES NEAR 
SINING. 

(2) The Viceroy of Shensi and Kansu and 
the High Commissioner at Sining recom- 
mend for promotion or other marks of His 
Majesty’s favour those officers who distin- 
guished themselves the most in an expedi- 
tion against certain tribes in the district of 
Kuei-té T‘ing. The expedition took place 
last July. Those against whom it was 
directed are the Mohammedan tribes of 
Kuei-té and Atsuhu, who had been guilty 
of brigandage, killing officers and soldiers 
of the government, and rescuing prisoners 
by force. They had repeatedly been order- 
ed to deliver up the principal offenders, 
but had refused to do so. The Viceroy 
instructed Li Liang-mu to post himself with 
six brigades on the east of the country of 
the brigands, and other officers with three 
brigades to occupy the roads on the west, 
so as to prevent the enemy from escaping 
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into the country of Kwoloko tribes in 
Szechuen, while four brigades and the local 
militia of Kuei-té, numbering some hun- 
dreds of men, marched upon them from the 
front. The Taotai of Sining, Fang Ting-lu, 
was entrusted with the supreme command ; 
arrangements were also made for the for- 
warding of supplies as required. The bri- 
gands first made a stand in the Kao-hung 
Pass, which they thought easily defensible 
on account of the difficulty of the country. 
But they were driven out by a sudden attack 
in front, and retired to the Lung-wang 
Pool. While they held this point, a part 
of Li Liang-mw’s force occupied the narrow 
path to the east, by which the brigands had 
expected to be able to escape into the 
showy mountains, where their hiding-places 
lay. Then they moved westward to Mang- 
le Shui-ch‘uan, a precipitous and thickly 
wooded country, where they hoped the 
troops might become entangled and be cut 
off. A summons to surrender was once 
more sent, and when it was disregarded, an 
attack was made on two sides at once by the 
central and the western force. The enemy 
fled across the ridge, losing some thousands 
of men. On the side of the troops one 
colonel and six men were killed. Cowed 
by this defeat the tribesmen at once submit- 
ted, their chiefs coming into camp and 
swearing never to commit brigandage again. 
Cows, sheep and horses were distributed 
among them, and permission was given 
to them to pitch their tents and feed 
their flocks. Each tribe was allowed to 
select for itself a chief, who was appoin- 
ted headman and entrusted with the care of 
keeping order. Since the time of the ex- 
pedition not only have these tribes lived 
peacefully, but no brigandage has been 
heard of among their neighbours. The 
Mongols who live on the south of the Yellow 
River are also perfectly quiet and tranquil. 
PASSAGE OF GRAIN JUNKS THROUGH 
SHANGTUNG. 

July 12th.—(1) The Governor of Shang- 
tung reports that the fleet of junks with the 
tribute rice from Southern Kiangsu entered 
his jurisdiction in eight detachments be- 
tween the 15th and 2ist of May, and the 
fleet from Northern Kiangsu in ten detach- 
ments had all arrived by the 27th of May. 
The officers in charge of the transport are 
hurrying them northward as fast as possible. 
As soon as the boats reach Shih-li Pua 
favourable opportunity will be seized for 
opening the locks and enabling them to 
cross the Yellow River. 

In a separate memorial the same officer 
reports that on the 18th May, all the junks 
with tribute rice from Shangtung passed 
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out of his jurisdiction on their way north- | golia Office at Peking may be directed to 


ward. propose their names for some distinguished 
: nara ae te 

MAINTENANCE OF ORDER AMONG TBIBES NEAR | Mark of His Majesty’s favour. This will 

SINING. make them still more reverenced by the 


(2) With reference to a memorial pub- tribes, and so render the control of the 


lished in the Gazette of the day previous, latter easier.—Approved by Rescript. 

the Governor-General of Shensi and Kansu TRANSFER TO MANCHURIA OF CH‘EN 
states that the Kangtsa is the most power- PAO-SHAN.. 

ful of the wild tribes under the jurisdiction (3) The High Authorities in Shen-ching 
of Sining to the north of the Yellow River; | apply for permission to transfer an officer 
and the upper and lower Lutsang the most | named Ch‘en Pao-shan to the Manchurian 
powerful of those to the south. The other | Civil Service. Ch‘en Pao-shan, whom the 
tribes vary much in their character. Thus | Memorialists consider a man of very excep- 
the Atsuhu are wild savages, and their | tional ability, is a native of Nanking and 
neighbours are peaceable tribes who are | sixty two years of age. Beginning his 
constantly being plundered by them. The | official life as a licentiate by purchase, he 
chastisement recently inflicted upon the | was gradually promoted to the rank of 
Atsuhu was absolutely necessary on account | magistrate. After having already crushed 
of a number of soldiers having been killed | a local rising, he held Wenchow for five 
by them. The expedition against them was | months in 1862 against the Taiping rebels, 
no easy matter. Their territory lies deep | till the siege was raised by the approach of 
in the snow-clad mountains. The coun- | an army. He was next made Magistrate 
try which the troops and their supplies | of Huang-yen, a district noted for the 
traversed is so deep that it scarcely | turbulance of its inhabitants. An out- 
afforded a foothold for man or horse. A | break occurred soon after, which he 
deadly malaria rises like steam, especially | speedily checked by executing the prin- 
in the early autumn. There was also the | cipal offenders. In 1877 he was selected 
possibility that the Atsuhus might escape | to gather subscriptions in Chékiang on 
across the frontier into Szechuen, which | behalf of the sufferers from famine in 
would render dealing with them almost | Shansi. So successful was he in doing this 
hopeless. The troops were ordered to ad- | that more than Tls. 240,000 were collected. 
vance cautiously, and their commanders | In 1879, at the request of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, 
were directed to make Lupenko, the chief | he was sent to do duty with the army in 
headman of the Lutsang tribes, responsible | Kansu. He was soon transferred to the 
for preventing the enemy from escaping | Civil Service, and in 1883 was made Acting 
westward through his territory. Theloyalty | Taotai, first at Barhoul and then at 
with which he obeyed these orders and | Kashgar. But, falling ill from overwork 
closed the passes enabled the troops to and hardships, he was obliged to return 
defeat the enemy, inflicting great slaughter | to his native province to recruit his health. 
and securing the submission of the rest. | Having recovered his strength, he was about 
As a reward for his services, Lupenko | to report himself for duty in Turkestan 
has now been made chief headman of allthe | again, when his services were secured 
tribes south of the river. The Atsuhu | for the Commander-in-chief in Manchuria, 
have had four headmen appointed, who are | and four months ago he was lent to 
at present under the jurisdiction of Kuei- | the government of Hei-lung Chiang for the 
té, but who after three years, if they purpose of organizing the likin administra- 
keep propor order, will be transferred to | tion there. The Memorialists believe the 
the Government of Kokonor, and placed | officer in question to be a man of unusnal 
under the Wan-shou Temple Chief Head- | capability as well as one of great experi- 
man, he being under Lupenko. Lupenko | ence, and his services will be most useful 
will receive annually a gift of 18 piculs of | in Sheng-ching, where persons of his stamp 
beans and (?) barley, and smaller allow- | are much needed. Moreover, owing to his 
ances will be given to certain others, the | being constantly employed on special duty, 
whole being provided from the native set- | he has now reached the rank of Taotai 
tlements granary at Kuei-té. The Gortan | without ever having held a substantive ap- 
Silotu Living Buddha of the Tieh-ch‘an ! pointment since he was promoted to be 
Temple and Chiarkai, the native priest of | a District Magistrate. The Memorialists 
the Wan-shou Temple are highly venerate ropose that he should be placed on the 
by the surrounding tribes, and have given | regularlist for service in Shang-ching and 
much assistance to the government in the | be given a substantive post of Taotai when 
recent pacification of the country. The | a vacancy occurs. They are aware that a 
memorialist therefore prays that the Mon- ' transfer is against rule, but they respectfully 
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represent that the circumstances of the 
case justify a departure from ordinary 
routine—Granted by Rescript. 

13th July.—No documents of interest. 

WRITING MATERIAL FOR PALACE. 

July 14th.—(1) In accordance with orders 
from one of the departments in the palace, 
the superintendent of Customs at Huai-an, 
has procured for the use of the Emperor 
200 squares of scarlet lustring, measuring 1 
foot 9 inches each way, and 400 pens of 
different kinds (four packets of one hundred 
each). The cost of all these articles, in- 
cluding packing, cases, and freight is Tls. 
3,067, and is debited to the Huai-an 
Customs receipts for this year. 

Note.—The Emperor writes with his own 
hand cither the word ‘happiness’ or the 
word ‘longevity’ on these squares of scar- 
let silk and presents one to each of his 
ministers at the time of the new year. 

OPIUM DUTIES AT HUAI-AN. 

(2) The same officer reports that, during 
the past fifteen months, the duty on opium 
collected at the stations under his charge 
amounts to Tls. 7,606. This duty is appro- 
priated to the Board of Revenue. As the 
Memorialist has completed his term of 
office, he is about to proceed to Peking, 
and on his arrival there will himself take 
the money to the board. For safety’s sake, 
instead of forwarding bullion he is remitting 
the value in bills drawn on first class banks. 
The Memorialist also mentions that he has 
been notified by the Viceroy at Nanking of 
the change effected in the system of collect- 
ing duty on opium, which is now sent inland 
under passes issued by the Foreign Customs 
and is not liable to further taxation. 

OFFICIALS CASHIERED IN KUANGSI. 

(3) The Acting Governor of Kuangsi re- 
ports that he has cashiered an officer named 
Ting Tao, recently Acting Magistrate of 
Fu-ch‘uan, for secretly releasing from 
prison an extortionate underling who had 
been placed in close confinement, as well as 
a number of persons who had been arrested 
on capital charges. The said magistrate’s 
conduct had been made the subject of much 
public comment, and had excited the indig- 
nation both of the Chinese and the Yao 
aborigines. The Memorialist had also 
cashiered another magistrate named Hsii 
Chih, who had been found to be a man of 
light character as well as a cunning in- 
triguer.—The Rescript approves the action 
of the Memorialist and orders that Ting 
Tao be placed on his trial. 

PUNISHMENT OF YAMEN UNDERLINGS IN 

KUANGSI. 

The same Memorialist represents that 

the people of Kuangsi are put to much 
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suffering by the extortionate and overbear- 
ing conduct of the clerks and police officers 
of the local authorities. The Magistrate of 
Ssii-en recently reported to him that one of 
the underlings in that district was a man 
of the most ferocions and dissolute cha- 
racter, and utterly detested by the inhabi- 
tants. The Memorialist, who was then 
living in camp, sent for the man, and having 
satisfied himself after due enquiry of the 
truth of the charges, gave orders for his 
immediate execution. A second offender 
was sent to the Prefect of Ch‘ing-yuan as 
the superior officer having jurisdiction over 
him, in order that he might be regularly 
tried and punished.—Approved by Re- 
script. 

PLAGUE OF CATERPILLARS AT THE EASTERN 

TOMBS, 

July 15th.—(1) The ofhcers in charge of 
the Eastern Tombs report that the trees at 
the tombs have been troubled with cater- 
pillars. The trees suffered much last year, 
and energetic measures were taken to deal 
with the plague. In the Spring of this year 
they were all looking beautifully green; 
but since then many of them have been 
stripped of their foliage by caterpillars. 
The pine trees have suffered especially. 
The troops in charge of the tombs have been 
set to work to collect the grubs, which are 
destroyed by boiling and then buried. Ac- 
cording to precedent, a reward of one tael 
cent per catty will be paid for all the cater- 
pillars brought in. 

LOCAL RISING IN HUNAN. 


July 16th.—{1) The Governor of Hunan 
reports the capture and trial of some 
members of an affiliated society whose 
depredations have recently caused much 
trouble in the Wu-ling District. The 
Memorialist first heard of their doings 
towards the end of March last, and he at 
once communicated with the Commander- 
in-Chief on the subject, and asked him to 
co-operate with the civil authorities in 
suppressing the disturbance. The head- 
quarters of the society were in a temple 
lying ina remote and lonely valley with 
outlets on every side. On their way to the 
place the troops found manifestoes full of 
treasonable language, and the ground in 
the immediate vicinity of the temple was 
covered with mat sheds, in which the 
rebels had stored their ammunition and 
arms. These were burnt down and four 
of the confederate band were seized and 
decapitated. The ringleader of the gang, 
who shortly afterwards fell into the hands 
of the authorities, furnished the following 
account of his connection with the move- 
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ment: He himself was a native of the T‘ao- 
yiian District, and had at one time been 
Master of the Society of the Black Dragon. 
Last year he had transferred his quarters 
to the temple where his associates were 
arrested, and had since been engaged in 
enlisting members. This staff consisted of 
two directors, one manager, and several 
subordinate office-bearers. All the mem- 
bers of the society took an oath of 
allegiance, accompanied by the ceremony 
of splitting in twain a roll of lighted incense 
sticks and of drinking a mixture composed 
of wine and the blood of a cock. The 
temple which formed their head-quarters 
had been selected for the purpose on account 
of its secluded position, and the huts around 
had been erected to shelter such of his 300 
followers as could not find accommodation 
in the building itself. The arms were 
furnished to a great extent by himself, 
while one of his adherents supplied the 
ammunition. The proclamations were 
posted for the double object of gaining 
adherents to the cause and of intimidating 
the country people into furnishing his 
troops with supplies. The 3rd of April 
had been fixed as the day for a general 
rising, but his calculations were upset by 
the action of the authorities. 

The Memorialist remarks that a mis- 
creant who could make such deliberate 
preparations for resisting constituted au- 
thority fully deserves the death penalty to 
which he has been condemned. Instructions 
have been issued for the complete exter- 
mination of the remainder of the gang. 


DESTRUCTION OF TREES AT THE EASTERN 
MAUSOLEA. 


(2) The Superintendents of the Eastern 
Mausolea, having reported that 7,965 fir 
trees in the adjacent grounds were des- 
troyed by insects last year, and having 
requested permission to include them in 
the number to be felled this year, the Em- 
peror, in an autograph Rescript, asks to be 
furnished with an explanation as to how 
such a large number of trees fell into decay 
during a single year. 


REMOUNTS FOR CAVALRY TROOPS IN CHIHLI. 


(3) Li Hung-chang reports that officers 
are being sent to Lama-miao to purchase 
784 horses for the purpose of remounting 
several cavalry corps in Chihli whose horses 
are disabled by age. He has communi- 
eated with the Board of War and the Mili- 
tary Lieutenant-Governor of Ch‘ahar on 
the subject and has asked the local autho- 
rities to supply the animals with forage en 
route. He would now apply for the issue 
of the necessary Passes by the Board of 
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War, and would ask that the Superinten- 
dent of Customs at Kalgan should be direc- 
ted to grant the usual exemption from 
duty. 

PARRICIDE BY A MANIAC, 


(4) A sub-Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
reporting the sentence passed upon a man 
who killed his father during a fit of mental 
derangement. Wang Ts‘ai-t‘ou had always 
been subject to fits of temporary insanity, 
which rendered him unconscious of what 
he was doing as long as they lasted. As, 
however, he had never been dangerous, 
his father was unwilling to have him 
placed in confinement, and did not report 
the case to the authorities. One morning 
early in March last he went during one 
of his fits into a baker’s shop in the neigh- 
bourhood and began to dance about wildly 
n the back-yard. His father, seeing what 
he was about, ordered him home, where- 
upon he picked up a cleaver and wounded 
the old man fatally about the head and neck. 
An attempt was made to examine him at 
the inquest, but he stared in a vacuous way, 
and gave utterance to incoherent gibberish. 
The law lays down that a son who murders 
his father, shall, whether sane or insane, 
suffer death by the slicing process, and 
this is the sentence which has been passed 
in the present case. The neighbours, in 
having failed to report the man’s insanity 
to the authorities, have rendered them- 
selves liable to the same penalty as they 
would have received for failure to prevent 
the commission of a murder of which they 
had previous knowledge, and they are 
accordingly sentenced to 100 blows each, 
with the usual commutation allowance. 


FOREIGN CUSTOMS DUTIES AT NEWCHWANG. 


July 17th.—(1) Li Hung-chang forwards 
a report furnished to him by the Taotai at 
Newchwang of the duties collected by the 
foreign Customs at that port during the 
quarter ended 31st December, 1886. 
The total collection amounted to Tis. 
98,181.2.9.6.7.5, while the remittances and 
payments, part of which were defrayed from 
the balance remaining over from the pre- 
vious quarter, reached the sum of Tis. 
136,162.2.9.1.1.6.8.3.5. There is a balance 
of Ts. 8,225.8.8.2.3.5.3.5 carried over into 
next quarter. A detailed statement of the 
receipts and expenditure formed an enclo- 
sure in the Viceroy’s Memorial, but was not © 
published. 


ARSENAL SUPPLIES IN SZECHUEN. 


(2) By the rules of the Board of Revenue 
expenditure in connection with arsenals 
must be reported for sanction, and the 
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Viceroy of Szechuen accordingly requests 
authority to charge to the public account 
the cost of 31,940 catties of sulphur which 
he has purchased from a Kueichow mer- 
chant for use in the manufacture of gun- 
powder in the Arsenal at Ch‘éng-té Fu.— 
Rescript: Let the Board concerned take 
note. 
THE YELLOW RIVER, 


July 18th.—(1) Ina Memorial recently 
published, the Director-General of the Grain 
Transport intimated his intention of attend- 
ing a conference on the subject of the 
Yellow River, which was to sit at Chi-ning 
Chou, and the other members of which 
were to be the Governor of Shantung and 
the Director-General of the River, and he 
now reports the result of their joint delibera- 
tions. Before going to the meeting, the 
Memorialist made a careful inspection of 
the old bed of the Yellow River, which he 
found to be in such a dilapidated cundition 
that he estimated the cost of restoring it, 
even under the most careful management, to 
be not less than seven or eight millions of 
taels. This would not include the cost of rais- 
ing dykes to divert the current of the present 
river nor would it provide for the damming 
of the river Ch‘ing and similar items of 
expenditure. At the conference, which 
lasted for several days, the writer learned 
from his colleagues that the works required 
in Honan were of still greater magnitude, 
and would demand a larger expenditure. 
The members were unanimously of the 
opinion that the diversion of the Yellow 
River into its old course was, beyond all 
doubt, the proper remedy for the case, but 
the enormous expense which such a step 
would entail placed difticulties in the way 
of its immediate accomplishment. As they 
all held the same views, they decided that 
their best course was to frame an accurate 
estimate of the cust of the work, and, after 
consulting with the high authorities of 
Kiangnan and the Governor of Honan, to 
join the latter in presenting a joint Memoral 
to the Throne on the subject. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung submits a 
report on the same subject. The Directors- 
General of the Grain Transport and of the 
Yellow River laid before the conference a 
statement of the condition of the old bed 
of the Yellow River and an estimate of the 
probable cost of its restoration. Part of 
the work of repair could be spread over a 
number of years, but part would have to be 
finished at one stretch. The conference 
spent a number of days in considering the 
different proposals and arrived at a unani- 
mious opinion. on the subject. It was, 
however, thought advisable that they should 
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consult with the Governor.General at 
Nanking, and the Governors of Kiangsu 
and Honan, and join these high functiona- 
ries in submitting a full report to the 
Throne. The Memorialist will in the 
meantime continue to devote his earnest 
attention to the river works of Shantung. 
The lower reaches of the river give most 
trouble, and wherever it may enter the sea, 
its mouth must be kept perfectly free and 
open. With this object in view, he asked 
Li Hung-chang sometime ago to get him a 
foreign dredger, and he has now directed 
the Taotai at Chefoo to arrange with the 
foreigner, Thévenet, to have it forwarded 
at once instead of waiting for the date 
originally fixed for its delivery. 


CASE OF FRATRICIDE. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the following case.—Ma-ssu and Ma Jén- 
k‘uei were two brothers who lived in the 
Yiin-ch‘éng District. The elder, Ma Jén- 
k‘uei, was a hot-tempered, good-for-nothing 
sort of fellow, who was continually borrow- 
ing money and articles from his younger 
brother, and either helped himself or 
made a row if he met with any signs of 
refusal. One day he sent his son to Ma- 
ssu for the loan of some money, and, be- 
ing refused, the youngster attempted to 
inake off with a cooking pan, but was 
stabbed by his uncle and obliged to go 
without it. The father vowed that he 
would have vengeance, if he should burn 
his younger brother's whole household. 
This made the latter determined to get rid 
of his elder brother as svon as an oppor- 
tunity offered. Ma Jén-k‘uei was riding 
one day on a donkey to a fair in the neigh- 
bourhood, and dismounting on the way, sat 
down to have a smoke. The younger bro- 
ther, who had followed him, rushed up and 
dealt him several fatal thrusts with a knife. 
He then led away the donkey, sold it to 
some unknown person, and returned home 
with the price wrapped up in the saddle- 
cloth. The authorities posted notices, 
giving a description of the dress and appear- 
ance of the deceased, and his married 
daughter, having come across one of them, 
came to the conclusion that the murdered 
man must be her father, and went to see 
her uncle Ma on the subject. On being 
questioned, Ma got flurried and gave con- 
tradictory answers, but his niece had not 
evidence enough to charge him with the 
crime. Being afraid that the saddle-cloth 
would betray him, he went to bury it in the 
family cemetery, and was detected by his 
niece, who happened at the moment to be 
sweeping the graves. The case was not 
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considered to be fully established at first, 
but after repeated trials the facts as given 
above have been clearly proved, and have 
been confirmed by the man’s own confes- 
sion. He has been sentenced to death by 
the slicing process in accordance with the 
law applicable to the case of a person who 
murders a senior in years related to him 
within the second degree of mourning. 


THANKS FOR RAIN. 


July 19th.—(1) The Emperor announces 
his intention of repairing to the Ta Kao- 
tien on the 21st July to return thanks for 
the plenteous and refreshing rain which 
Heaven has vouchsafed in response to the 
prayers that were offered on the 14th inst. 
Simultaneous services of thanksgiving are 
to be conducted at other State temples by 
several members of the Imperial family. 


APPOINTMENTS, 


(2) Shou-yin is gazetted Reader of the 
Grand Secretariat and Chao Tséng-jung 
and Féng Chin-hsien are appointed Censors 
of the Shantung and Hu Kuang Circuits 
respectively. Ch‘éng-hsiin is appointed 
Tavtai at Newchwang, with the brevet rank 
of Judicial Commissioner. 

THE YELLOW RIVER. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the approaching completion of the river 
works in his province, and asks for an 
additional grant to cover the expenditure. 
The portion of the river which flows through 
Honan is only 300 li in length, and it is 
provided with seven guard stations, with 
fully equipped staffs, to each of which the 
control of a particular section is assigned. 
The purchase of millet stalks, poles, ropes, 
and other materials is managed by the river 
authorities, and everything is kept in readi- 
ness to meet any emergency. In Shantung, 
however, things are quite different. There, 
a single station looks after sometimes 50 
and sometimes as much as 100 li of the 
embankment, and along the whole Shan- 
tung portion of the river there are only 
three depots for the storage of materials, 
and they are two or three hundred li apart. 
The civil and military authorities are 
expected to co-operate in the work of 
protection, and as the nearest magistrate’s 
office may be sixty or seventy li off, and 
materials may have to be requisitioned from 
the provincial capital, they are totally 
unprepared to cope with any crisis that 
may occur. The purchase of the materials 
rests with the territorial authorities, and 
what with conveyance expenses, waste, and 
perquisities, the ultimate cost is several 
times that of the original price paid to the 
people. Some time ago, for instance, a 
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magistrate was found to have received 
10,000 strings of cash for certain materials 
which he purchased, and not one cent of 
the price has yet been paid. Memorialist 
proposes to introduce a totally new system, 
under which all materials shall be purchased 
directly from the people by independent 
officers at ordinary market rates, and 
shall be stored ready for any emergency 
at places where danger is apprehended. 
The officers who have been engaged in 
the construction of the embankments will 
be stationed at various points to see to 
their future conservation, and will be 
empowered to make use of such materials 
as they may require, merely reporting the 
fact to the Provincial Board. The annual 
sum allotted for the maintenance of the 
Shantung portion of the river, which is 900 
li in length, is Tls. 380,000, while for the 
Honan part, which is only 300 li in length, 
an annual outlay of Tls. 500,000 is allowed. 
Last year the amount proved insufficient, 
and at the instance of Memorialist and of 
his predecessor, a supplementary grant of 
Tls. 110,000 was made. During the present 
year all the embankments have been raised ; 
fifteen million catties of millet stalks have 
been used already and purchases are still 
being made; and 3,500 new hands have 
been engaged, the monthly wages of which 
alone come to over Tls. 9,000. With the 
most careful management he estimates 
that all this cannot be done for less.-than an 
extra sum of Tls. 150,000 and he would ask 
for a supplementary grant to that extent.— 
Refered for the consideration of the board 
concerned. 


FORTS ON THE YANGTZE, 


(4) Some time ago it was decided to 
substitute for the old fort at Huang Shan 
in Chiang-yin, on the south bank of the 
Yangtze, a new fort en barbette armed with 
800-pounders of the most modern type, and 
to remove the four 80-pounder breech- 
loading Krupp guns which it contained to 
the Ta Shih-wan fort, where four additional 
casements were to be constructed for their 
reception. The latter part of this scheme 
has been delayed owing to the vast work 
involved in the construction of the new 
fort, but an estimate of the cost of the 
alterations and additions required in the 
Ta Shih-wan fort has now been made, and 
it is found that even with the exercise of 
the greatest economy a sum of Tis. 10,000 
will be required for the purpose. There is 
a 120-pounder frog (?) (fy #8) gun stored 
in one of the camps, which is a powerful 
piece of defensive ordnance of the most 
excellent workmanship ; but to render it 
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effective in time of need, it is necessary | demolished, and an endless quantity of 


that accuracy of aim should be acquired by 
frequent target practice on the river. To 
avoid the damage which the gun would 
‘suffer by being dragged to and fro, it is 
proposed to erect a battery for it in the 
neighbourhood of the Ta Shih-wan fort. 
This will entail an expenditure of Tls. 500, 
which, together with the Tls. 10,000 before 
mentioned, will be included in the accounts 
for the cost of the construction of the new 
fort. 
MOUNTED BRIGANDS. 


July 20th.—({1) The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of Jeh-ho reports the dispersion of a 
band of brigands who, under the command 
of a notorious leader, have for months past 
been infesting P‘ing-ch‘iian Chou. The 
capture of the rebel spy gave the first 
clue to their movements. Through him it 
was discovered that they had taken up a 
strong position at a place called Sa-la-pa- 
ying-tzu, where they were engaged in re- 
cruiting their numbers and making pre- 
parations for resisting the Imperial troops. 
The next information that reached the 
authorities was that the band nuinbered 
over 200 men, and that they were entrench- 
ed in a fort of their own construction 
under the command of Yang Pu-yiin. The 
troops that were sent to operate against 
them reached the locality on the 18th June, 
and on attempting to reach the rebel en- 
campment, which was situated on a pre- 
cipice and well defended on every side, 
they were received with a cannonading 
from the fort, and found a swarm of the 
enemy drawn up in regular battle array 
prepared to offer resistance. The Imperial 
troops could not get up the hill to return 
the attack, but marching round its base 
they advanced upon then from ditferent 
directions and hemmed them in. The 
enemy flung away their lives in the 
most reckless way, and made a determined 
struggle ‘until their camp was fired by 
a shot and became a scene of general 
‘conflagration. This, while damping the 
ardour of the enemy, inspired the Imperial 
forces, who pressed onward with sword and 
spear, those behind cheering on those in 
front. At last the rebels, finding their 
position no longer tenable, broke up in 
utter confusion, and fled helterskelter in 
all directions, hotly pursued by the victo- 
rious forces. The leader made his escape, 
but otherwise the victory was complete. 
Forty of the rebels were killed, ten were 
taken alive, the number of the wounded 
was past reckoning, ten pieces of ordnance 
were captured, twenty camps and seventy 
stables were burnt down, the fort was 
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arms, clothing, etc., became the spoil of the 
victors. After a time the ringleader him- 
self was discovered in another stronghold, 
and closely invested. ‘ Driven to despera- 
tion, he mounted his horse, shouldered 
his musket, and firing right and left, 
charged wildly through the opposing 
mass until he was overpowered and cap- 
tured. His statement confirmed and supple- 
mented the above account. A Shantung 
man by birth, he had to flee his native pro- 
vince for a murder committed thirteen 
years ago. He had spent the interval in 
moving from place to place, sometimes seiz- 
ing travellers and holding them to ransom, 
both of which brought him into collision 
with the authorities. Early this year he 
found himself the elected chief of a 
large band of followers duly ofhcered and 
disciplined. They had two flags, one of 
which bore the device, ‘‘Slay the rich 
and succour the poor,” while the other 
announced that they were commission- 
ed by Heaven to spread civilisation upon 
earth. His men were armed with foreign 
firearms and were all mounted. A great 
part of his following was, it is found, 
composed of disbanded soldiers from Féng- 
t‘ien, and as they have gone home and may, 
it is feared, hark back to their old ways, 
the Military Governor at Moukden has been 
asked to take measures for their apprehen- 
sion. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CHEKIANG, 


(2) The province of Chékiang was called 
upon to forward to Peking during the 13th 
year of Kuang-sii the following sums from 
its salt revenue : Contribution to metropoli- 
tan expenditure, Tls. 220,000; contribu- 
tion to Imperial Household, Tls. 50,000 ; 
one half of which sums was to be forwarded 
before the end of the 6th month, end the 
remainder early in the 12th month of the 
year. Tis. 60,000 of the first, and Tis. 
15,000 of the second item have been already 
forwarded, and the governor now reports 
the transmission of further instalments of 
Tls. 50,000 and Tis. 10,000 under the re- 
spective heads, together with a sum of Tls. 
5,000 for the purchase of ginseng during 
the year under review. 


TABLETS TO TUTELARY DEITIES. 

July 21st.—(1) The Governor of Chékiang 
having reported that the Palladium deities 
of Ningpo and Hsiang-shan, whose divine 
interposition was strikingly displayed.dur- 
ing the Taiping rebellion, again vouchsafed 
a speedy response to the prayers of the 
people during the droughts and floods of 
1883 and 1884, the Imperial College of 


Inscriptions has been commanded to pre- 
pare a couple of tablets, which are to be 
forwarded to the governor and to be re- 
verently suspended by him in the temples 
of the deities in question as a token of the 
Imperial gratitude. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) T‘ing-ch‘i is gazetted Superintendent 
of the Imperial Manufactory at Hangchow. 
Lo Chin-wén is appointed Intendant of the 
Ta Shun Kuang Circuit in Chihli. 


AN IMPOSTOR MEETS HIS DESERTS. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Yiin 

Kuei Provinces reports the decapitation of 
a ruffian who has been trading on the cre- 
dulity of the people by palming himself off 
.a8 a major who had gained distinction 
during the rebellion. In this capacity he 
-had become the head of a militia force in 
Chao Chou, and levied heavy contributions 
from the neighbourhood for its support. 
He had a false seal manufactured, and sold 
for his own benefit the property of rebels 
that had been confiscated by the govern- 
ment. In fact, there was no species of 
fraud or villainy which he had not practised. 
At first the people were afraid to inform 
upon him, but after his arrest crowds of 
Lolos flocked to the city and begged to be 
rid of the man from whom they had suffered 
so much, The late governor had applied 
for authority to degrade him, but on fur- 
ther inquiry it was found that the man was 
not an official at all, and that his commission 
was forged. He represented himself as 
‘having taken part in the re-capture of 
Yung-ch‘ang and Ta-li Fu, but the list of 
officers engaged on the occasion in question 
contains no such name. He has himself 
now fully admitted that his documents were 
forged. Memorialist remarks that in Yiin- 
nan, where the population is a mixture of 
Chinese and aborigines, the seeds of serious 
disturbance have often been sown by allow- 
ing such villainies as this to go unchecked, 
and the man has accordingly been treated 
as a commis brigand and summarily decapi- 
tated. 


CHANGE OF IMPERIAL RESIDENT IN TIBET. 


(4) Sé-léng-o reports the arrangements he 
has made for handing over charge of his 
office as Imperial Resident in Tibet, and 
for starting to assume the duties of his new 
post of Military Governor of Ili. On re- 
ceiving the announcement of the latter ap- 
pointment, he applied for permission to go 
to Peking for audience, but he was told in 
reply that he need not do so. His suc- 
cessor, Wén-shuo, arrived in Tibet on the 
28th April, and took over charge on the Ist 
May. He. proposes to start for Ili on the 
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12th May, travelling by way of Szechuen, 
Shensi, and Kansu. : 


APPEAL TO THE CENSORATE. 


July 22nd.—A Decree. We have re- 
ceived a Memorial from the Censorate 
stating that Kuo Hai-lou, a student of the 
Féng-chieh District in Szechuen, had sent 
a representative to Peking to support his 
appeal against the decision of the local 
authorities in a case relating to the alleged 
murder of his nephew by a member of 
an affiliated society. The magistrate, it is 
averred, was bribed to alter the depositions 
and accept a substitute for the real criminal. 
The report of the case forwarded by the 
governor-general gave a very different ver- 
sion of the affair, and We now command 
him to have the matter equitably investi- 

ated. Let the plaintiff's agent be sent 
ck to take part in the new trial. 


RULES FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF HEREDITARY 
TITLES. 


July 23rd.—({1) The high anthorities of 
Fuhkien request that a limit of time may 
be fixed within which persons who succeed 
to hereditary offices may be required to 
signify their acceptance of the same. _ It is 
laid down in the laws that civil or military 
officers who lose their lives in the service of 
their country may be granted the hereditary 
title of Ch‘i-tu-yii or Yun-ch‘i-yii, either of 
which is given for a certain number of lives, 
and is followed, when those lives have 
expired, by the perpetual title of En-ch4- 
wei. Ifaminor should succeed to sucha 
title ; as soon as he proves his claim, he is 
granted half the allowance of his rank till 
he reaches the age of eighteen and is 
presented at Court. This is evidence that 
those who have a right to such titles are 
intended to assume them without delay. 
But owing to the scattering of many families 
during the great rebellion, it frequently 
happened that descendants of deceased 
officers were not able to put in their claims 
till after a delay of many years. The lapse 
of time which thus occurred, combined with 
the multiplicity of the cases, caused a con- 
fusion which rendered it impossible pro- 
perly to investigate each application. The 
local authorities did their best, and cases of 
fraud were severely punished whenever 
discovered ; still, by the connivance of 
corrupt government clerks many titles have 
been conferred on persons whose ancestors 
were not killed in the public service, or 
have been continued to those who were not 
the rightful heirs of the original holders. * 
In the one province of Fuhkien though 
seventy or eighty per cent. of those whose 
claims have been approved have not yet 
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received appointments, still there are 
serving under the provincial standards 350 
such officers, who draw more than Tls. 
20,000 of yearly pay. Not only must the 
difficulty occasioned to the government 
be taken into consideration, but it must 
be remembered that those whose titles have 


been legitimately obtained are rightly ! 


aggrieved to find their path blocked by a 
number of false claimants who have stepped 
in before them. The remedies which the 
Memorialists propose are, first, that the 


Board of War should fix a limit within | 


which each rank may be claimed by a 
person entitled to hold it, and if the limit 
be overstepped the title shall immediately 
become extine! ; secondly, that the number 
of hereditary officers on the list of expec- 
tants for appointments be not allowed to 
exceed 360, each applicant beyond that 
number waiting till a vacancy occur in the 
list, and receiving in the interim half the 
allowance of his rank ; third, that all here- 
ditary officers, who shall have passed their 
time of probation with the colours, be 
required to undergo their examination 


qualifying for a full appointment within a + 


term of three years. If they fail to present 
themselves to the examiners within this 
period, they will be given no further 
opportunity of dving so.—Referred by 
Rescript to the Board of War. 


BURGLARY BY MEMBERS OF UNLAWFUL 
SOCIETY IN HUNAN. 

(2) At the end of last year the house of 
_a@ wealthy man, named Ho Kuang-chao, in 
the District of Ch‘ang-sha, was entered by 
a gang of eleven burglars, who bound the 
inhabitants, threatened to kill any one who 
should give the alarm, and then ransacked 
the place. The booty carried off by them 
consisted of three large shoes of sycee, one 
hundred and seventy taels of fine silver 
and a quantity of gold ornaments and 
elothing. Ten days afterwards the leader 
of the band was arrested and brought before 
the magistrate of the district, to whom he 
confessed that he was an officer of the 
Kolao Hui unlawful society, that he had 
been in the habit of initiating members, 
giving them pieces of cloth as tokens that 
they had been affiliated, and that he had 
committed countless burglaries. He also 
acknowledged that, with ten other persons 
whom he named, he had broken into the 
house of Ho Kuang-chao, above mentioned, 
and that he had received as his share of 
the plunder one shoe of sycee, seven 
taels of silver, and a quantity of ornaments 
and clothes. The money he had spent, 
but the other things could be recovered. 
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The case having been reported by the 
magistrate, it was heard again by a superior 
court. The facts were established beyond 
doubt, and the prisoner was guilty moreover 
of uttering treasonable language in presence 
of his judges. The present memorialist, 
who is the Governor of Hunan, therefore 
ordered him to be executed immediately, 
together with another of the burglars, who 
had also been arrested and was known to 
be a hardened offender. An ofticer was 
sent to the locality in which these criminals 
had lived, with instructions to call together 
the headmen of the surrounding villages, 
and to give notice that all persons who had 
been deluded or frightened into joining the 
Kolao Hui Society, but had not been guilty 
of any overt criminal act, should be par- 
doned upon surrendering their tokens of 
membership within a month. Before the 
period had elapsed more than a thousand 
pieces of cloth were given up. The head- 
men of the villages were ordered to main- 
tain an unremitting watchfulness ; and 
since then the neighbourhvod has enjoyed 
the most perfect peace. 


HUNAN. 





MISCONDUCT OF AN OFFICER IN 
RETIREMENT. 
(3) The Governor of Hunan reports that 


; he has received serious complaints against 


the conduct of an officer named Liu Min- 
kai. The said ofticer is an expectant prefect 
on the Chékiang list, but being in mourning 
he is living in temporary retirement in his 
native town of Hua-jung. It appears that, 
instead of conducting himself with the 
quietness and decorum befitting his situa- 
tion, he formed an alliance with a scoun- 
drelly attorney named Chang Yun-han, and 
undertook the management of law suits 
for other persons. When his partner was 
summoned before the magistrate for ex- 
amination, he entered the yamén and carried 
him off by force. Also, in the name of his 
son he obtained a trading licence and car- 
ried on business outside the area for which 
it was valid, became involved in a law suit 
with one Liu Hsii-k‘un for infringing on 
the latter’s trading privileges, and finally 
was charged by a number of boatmen 
with extorting fees on their boats. When 
summoned by the magistrate in order 
that these matters might be investigated, 
he refused to appear, and sent his son to 
lodge a plaint in the higher court. The 
Memorialist thinks that serious notice 
should be taken of the case, and begs that 
Liu Min-kai may be cashiered and put on 
his trial. —Granted by Rescript. 


July 24th.—[No papers of interest. ] 
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TRIPLE MURDER IN SHENSI. 


July 25th.—(1) The Governor of Shensi 
reports the murder of three members of a 
family by one man. The murderer Ch‘en 
Yuan-hai was a Shansi man living in Shensi, 
where he made a livelihood by cultivating 
thirty-two acres (mow) of hired land. In 
the winter, two years ago, a father and two 
sons, named Li, passed by that way looking 
for work. Ch‘en Yuan-hai entered into 
conversation with them and, finding that 
though strangers to him they were from his 
own country, he gave them a lodging for the 
night in his house, which was an excavation 
in the loose soil. Then, as his guests seemed 
industrious people and his farm was bigger 
than one man could cultivate, he proposed 
that they should stay with him and help 
him to work it, dividing the receipts into 
four equal shares. This they gladly con- 
sented to do. In the spring, their food 
being exhausted, Ch‘en borrowed about 
five dollars and four bushels of millet, to 
be repaid after the harvest. As time went 
on the new comers proved to be lazy men, 
who failed to do their share of the work. 
Ch‘en remonstrated with them, but they 


did not heed him. Then quarrelling 
began, and finally they agreed to divide 


the land. The three men took twenty-four 
acres of the best land, and went to live in 
a separate excavation, When harvest time 
was gone by, Ch‘en claimed from the Lis 
their share of the borrowed money and 
millet, which he wished to repay to the 
lender. But as all his requests were met 
by evasions or refusals, he at length lost 
his temper and abused them violently. 
The elder Li set his two sons on to Ch‘en, 
and they beat him about the head with 
their fists. A neighbour separated them, 
and then the elder Li uttered the ominous 
words, ‘Why does a solitary man like 
Ch‘en Yuan-hai, with no one to protect 
him, risk his life by plaguing people for 
money.” Ch‘en went home and, influenced 
at once by fears for his safety and desire 
for revenge, determined to kill the three. 
He knew they were opium smokers, who 
sat up late and rose late, and next morn- 
ing, armed with a hatchet, he stole into 
the room where one lay and despatched 
him in his sleep. Then entering the cham- 
ber of the others, he killed one before he 
woke, and the other after a short struggle. 
But going out with the bloody hatchet in 
his hand, he was seen by the mother of one 
of his neighbours, who told her son. The 
son, fearing that they would get into trouble 
if the murderer ran away, invited him in, 
and began to talk in a friendly way about 
arranging for his escape. In the meantime 
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help had been sent for, and the man was 
bound and handed to the police. The 
Memorialist, finding that the truth of the 
evidence was beyond all doubt, condemned 
the murderer, as the law required, to be 
put to death by slow degrees ; and the 
sentence was duly carried out without de- 
lay.—Rescript : Let the Board of Punish- 
ments take note. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN TURKESTAN. 


July 26th.—The Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan refers to the recent establish- 
ment of sub-prefectures for the two districts 
of Harashar and Kui-kara-usu, which were 
formerly governed by a high commissioner 
and a military officer of rank. Besides 
their ordinary administrative and judicial 
functions, the new sub-prefects have also 
been entrusted with the duty of controlling 
the Tourgouths and other nomads in their 
neighbourhood. As these nomads may not 
be aware of the change, the Memorialist 
begs that the Mongolian office at Peking 
may be directed to give them notice of the 
fact for their information and guidance. 
Also, in accordance with what had been 
done at Tarfan, the late Governor-General 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang, with His Majesty’s ap- 
proval, placed the Turkish Mohammedans 
in the District of Hami under the juriscdic- 
tion of the assistant sub-prefect at that 
place. The Memorialist therefore prays 
that a new seal may be issued to the said 
assistant sub-prefect, with a legend des- 
criptive of the functions performed by him. 
—Approved by Rescript. 


REMITTANCES FROM CANTON TO PEKING. 


July 27th.—(1) By a communication from 
the Grand Council at the end of last year the 
Viceroy at Canton was informed that, on the 
recommendation of the Board of Treasury, 
His Majesty desired the sum of Ts. 
7,000,000 should be remitted to Peking as 
an advance on the annual contributions 
furnished by the provinces from their land- 
tax, salt tax, and other sources of revenue. 
A list was forwarded to him at the same 
time, in which the sum of Tls. 200,000 was 
set down as the advance to be made from 
the Kuangtung salt revenue for the present 
year.. The memorialist is now forwarding 
by bills on substantial houses the second 
instalment of this advance, consisting of 
Tls. 50,000, together with a percentage for 
difference of scales and petty expenses, 
amounting to Tls. 1,500. He is also avail. 
ing himself of the opportunity to send Tls- 
10,000 with a percentage of Tls. 330, being 
the second instalment of a contribution of 
Tls. 20,000 due from the Canton Treasury 
to the Imperial Household. An officer has 
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been despatched to Peking by passenger 
steamer, in charge of the Bills of Exchange 
and other necessary documents. 


INTERPRETERS FOR THE TURKESTAN 
GOVERNMENT, 


(2) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
represents that no bitgesht have been at- 
tached to his yamén, and consequently, 
whenever any Manchu or Mongol inter- 
preting requires to be done, he is compelled 
to employ any officer he can for the pur- 
pose. Such procedure is not in accordance 
with the law, according to which all the 
border provinces should have either one or 
two bityeshi appointed to them. These 
officers receive their nominations in Peking, 
and serve in one of the provinces for six 
years. At the conclusion of this period 
they return to Peking and become eligible 
for a metropolitan post. As the Tourgouth 
and Koshot tribes and the Turkish Moham- 
medans of Hami are under the jurisdiction 
of the Memorialist, letters which require 
translation are constantly coming and going 
at his head-quarters. He therefore prays 
that he may have two bitgeshi attached to 
his yamén, and that on account of the 
expense of living in Turkestan they may 
receive in addition to their pay the same 
extra allowances as are yranted to the bit- 
geshi on the staff of the Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansu, amounting to Tis. 
850 per annum.—Referred to the yamén 
concerned. 


TRIAL OF AN OFFICER FOR CAUSING A SOLDIER 
TO COMMIT SUICIDE. 

July 28th.—(1) The Tartar General for 
Kirin gives anaccountof thetrial of an officer 
named Telengo, one of whose men committed 
suicide under the fear of receiving further 
punishment. The deccased, Yu-ch‘eng by 
name, was a government hunter, and at the 
same time a soldier in the company com- 
manded by Telengo. Not long ago he 
bought some clothes on credit from a fellow 
soldier named Ssu-hai, promising to give 
him the money, 4,000 cash, when they 
received their pay. On the 5th of April, 
while Telengo was engaged in paying his 
men, Ssu-hai asked Yu-ch‘eng to settle the 
debt. Yu-ch‘eng refused, and a quarrel 
commenced between the two men. Telengo 
heard the noise and sent for them, but 
when they came they refused to answer 
his questions, and behaved in an insubor- 
dinate manner. He therefore commanded 
& petty officer named Futunga to flog them. 
While Ssu-hai was undergoing punish- 
ment, Yu-ch‘eng took the opportunity to 
run off, but he was re-captured by some 
soldiers sent after him, and was given 100, 
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blows, with a whip, on the legs. Next 
morning he ran away again, but was again 
discovered and brought back. He was 
punished with 70 blows, after which 10 
more were inflicted by Telengo himself, 
because he considered that sutiicient seve- 
rity was not being used. Telengoalso said 
that he would report the case to the general 
and have the man properly punished. 
After this he went off with his troops to 
the drill ground, where he found an oppor- 
tunity to speak to the general. The latter 
directed that the man should be sent to the 
quarter-master general’s department and 
dealt with there. A file of soldiers were 
sent to take him across, but they found 
him lying down unable to move. When 
questioned he said that he was afraid of 
being further punished after the floggings 
he had received and had swallowed some 
opium, which had been left from an enter- 
tainment given the day before. Remedies 
were applied but without avail, and ina 
short time he was dead. The Memo- 
rialist finds that Telengo was right in 
ordering the deceased to be chastised, 
and that the flogging was inflicted on 
a proper portion of the body. But the 
amount of the punishinent, 180 blows 
was excessive. He therefore condemns 
Telengo to receive 90 blows, under the 
statute which deals with the offence of 
causing a man’s death by punishing him 
improperly. In addition Telengo must pay 
Tls. 10 towards the deccased’s funeral ex- 
penses. As Telengo is a commissioned 
officer it will be the duty of the Board of 
Puuishments to determine what form the 
penalty shall actually take. Futunga, who 
administered the beating, is condemned to 
receive 80 blows. The soldiers who were 
guarding the deceased are condemned to 
receive 60 blows, under the law punishing 
gaolers who allow a prisoner to commit 
suicide. As Ssu-hai, by quarrelling with 
the deceased, was the original cause of 
what has occurred, he is condemned to 
receive 80 blows. Yu-ch‘eng being dead, 
no further notice need be taken of his 
offence, and his debt to Ssu-hai is extin- 
guished.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board of Punishments. 


FUNDS FOR MILITARY POSTS IN MANCHURIA. 


(2) The Tartar-General for Kirin, at the 
request of the Deputy-Lieutenant Generals 
at Petuna and Altchuku, represents the 
difficulty experienced by those officers from 
lack of funds for the performance of extra- 
ordinary duties, such as procuring articles 


_of tribute, forwarding treasure, escorting 


prisoners. Formerly such expenses were 
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paid for out of their salaries, money in cases 
of need being temporarily borrowed from 
the ground rents they collected, and re- 
turned when their salaries arrived. But 
both the expenses have become much greater 
than formerly, and it is not even possible 
to borrow from the ground rents, which by 
a change in the administration are now 
paid to the local civil authorities. The 
Memorialist proposes that, in accordance 
with the precedents at Ninguta and Hun- 
ch‘un, Tis. 10,000 should be advanced to 
each of these two oflicers from the ‘Sale 
of Waste Lands Fund.” The money will 
be lent by them to substantial merchants, 
who will pay twelve per cent. interest on 
it. Of this, Tls. 700 will be employed and 
carefully accounted for by the officer con- 
cerned ; and Tls. 500 repaid annually to 
the fund, till at the end of twenty years 
the debt is extinguished, and the whole of 
the interest becomes available for payment 
of expenses.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board of Revenue. 


AMMUNITION FOR TSI-TSI-HAR. 

July 29th.—(1) The Governor of Tsi-tsi- 
har states that formerly the gunpowder, 
copper caps, and such articles required for 
his army were supplied annually from the 
Arsenal at Tientsin ; but at the instance of 
the Board of Admiralty it has now been 
decreed that the ammunition to be used by 
the new army in Kirin and Tsi-tsi-har shall 
be furnished from the Kirin Arsenal, Sheng- 
ching along continuing to be supplied from 
the store of the Peking Field Force ; and, as 
to that used by the old Tsi-tsi-har army, 
the Tientsin Arsenal authorities have re- 
quested that any supplies issued by them 
might be paid for by the recipients, as 
the funds granted to the arsenal have been 
too much reduced to support any extra- 
ordinary charges. Under these circum- 
stances, as Tientsin is 7,000 and more li 
distant from T'si-tsi-har, the memorialist 
thinks it would be better to get the am- 
munition for the whole of his army from 
Kirin. He will annually require 754,500 
charges of foreign powder, weighing at one- 
fifth of a tael each, 9,431 catties, 735,300 
copper caps, 600 catties of bursting powder, 
1,200 shells, and different kinds of fuses 
1,200 each. The cost of these he learns from 
Kirin will be Tls. 4,100. This sum be begs 
may be provided by the Board of Works in 
Shengching and accounted for to the board 
at Peking, for the funds allotted to the 
support of his army will not bear any 
further strain. He has recently been 
directed to repay the cost of telegraph poles 
and wires in the province within a certain 
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number of years ; and his military estimates 
in years with an extra month amount to 
not less than Tls. 337,000, in addition. to 
which he has to provide the munitions and 
necessaries fur one battalion more.—Re- | 
ferred by Rescript to the Board. 


CUSTOMS STATION AT SANSING. 


(2) The Governor of Kirin represents that 
the Custom-house at Sansing has now been 
established for five years and he proposes to 
fix the annual sum which the Customs 
authorities shall be required to collect.. He 
remarks that the Custom-house was ori- 
ginally established more with the object of 
keeping a supervision over what passed the 
barrier than in the hopes of obtaining a 
large revenue. The average annual re- 
ceipts during the five years having amounted 
to 4,837 strings of cash, it is suggested that: 
the revenue be assessed at 4,500 strings, of 
which fifteen per cent. will be retained to 
provide for the expenses in collecting it.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


THE DISTRICT OF YEH-CH‘ENG IN TURKESTAN, 


(3) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
recommends an officer for the post of dis- 
trict magistrate at Yeh-ch‘eng Hsien, or 
Yarkland. Yeh-ch‘eng is under the govern- 
ment of the independent sub-prefecture of 
So-ch‘é. It is described as bounded on the 
south-east by the Desert of Gobi, as possess- 
ing a scattered population, and guarding 
the western road to India. 2 

[Nore.—So-ch‘é Chou was established in 
1882, and represents the city and district 
of Yarkand, which anciently existed as an 
independent kingdom under the name of 
So-ch .] Re 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS. 


July 30th.—({1) A Decree.—Wéng T‘ung- 
ho and others have submitted to Us a 
request that a disinguished scholar, recently 
should be canonized by the State Historio- 
grapher’s Office for his filial piety and 
brotherly affection. Chih Lin, the late 
Tutor of the Imperial Academy, was a man 
of excellent parts and extensive reading, 
whom nature had endowed with a disposi- 
tion far superior to that of ordinary mortals. 
The devotion with which he nursed his 
father during his last illness and the great 
grief to which he gave way during the 
usual period of mourning, culminated in a 
severe illness, from which he never rallied. 
His assuredly was a spotless character, and 
his filial piety cannot fail to have its influ- 
ence on the age. We therefore command 
that Chih Lin may be canonized in the 


‘ manner requested. 
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APPEAL TO THE CENSORATE. 


(2) The Censorate reports to Us that a 
woman named Chang has commissioned an 
agent to carry an appeal to Peking in a 
case in which she alleges that her son and 
two others were murdered by a member of 
her husband’s clan. The petitioner alleges 
that the Magistrate of I-ning, who heard 
the case, made it out to be one of homicide 
though is was really deliberate murder, 
and asserts that the plaintiff was forcibly 
constrained to accept this decision. The 
statements now brought forward are quite 
at variance with the report received from 
the Governor of Kiangsi on the subject, 
and we command the latter to re-hear the 
case and pronounce an equitable sentence. 
Let the representative of the appellant be 
sent back in the usual way to Kiangsi for 
production at the new trial. 


ECLIPSE OF THE MOON. 


(3) Court Circular.—The Imperial Board 
of Astronomy has submitted a diagram of 
the approaching eclipse of the moon. 

BURGLARY IN KIANGSU. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsu reports a 
series of robberies with violence committed 
by disbanded soldiers. The first case oo- 
curred in the Chiangtu district in February 
last year. A man’s house was broken into 
and pillaged and his wife seriously injured. 
The magistrate put himself in communica- 
tion with the military authorities and suc- 
ceeded in arresting four of the depredators, 
all of whom were decapitated under the 
regulations applicable to the case of rob- 
beries by mounted brigands or confederate 
gangs of discharged soldiers. The Ch‘ing- 
p‘u district was next the scene of precisely 
similar depredations. The nature of the 
country, which is a network of creeks, facil- 
itated the movements of the robbers, who 
travelled about in boats in which they 
carried their plunder. ‘The leading spirit 
of the enterprise was one Liu Kuo-jung, 
who, when wanted by the authorities, took 
refuge in the foreign Settlement at Shang- 
hai. He and some of his followers were 
eventually arrested and suffered the death 
sentence. Several of the band who were 
in charge of the boats and had taken no 
active part in the commission of crime, 
were sentenced to various forms of banish- 
ment. 

REVIEW OF TROOPS IN ANHUI. 

(5) The Governor of Anhui reports the 
result of the inspection of the troops in the 
north of the province. He started from 
the provincial Capital on the Ist, and 
reached Yin-chou Fu on the 16th May, 
where he held a review of the forces of the 
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adjoining districts, which were assembled 
there for the purpose. On the 23rd May 
he continued his progress to Shou Chou, 
where he inspected the troops from Liu-an, 
Lu-chou and Ssii-chou, and after examin- 
ing the embankments of the Ch‘ao and 
Hung-tsé lakes, and inspecting several 
naval brigades at Ta-t‘ung and Wuhu, he 
returned to the provincial capital on the 
17th June. The troops showed an intimate 
knowledge of drill, and went through all 
the manceuvres in the best of order. He 
defers, however, making a full report until 
he has inspected the forces in the south of 
the province, which he hopes to do in the 
autumn. He found the people happy and 
contented. He regrets, to add that the 
heavy rainfall has jeopardized the state of 
the embankments along the river. Re- 
peated prayers have been offered for fair 
weather, but, so far, the clouds have not 
lifted. 


EXEMPTION FROM MOUNTED ARCHERY 
PRACTICE, 


(6) The same writer submits an applica- 
tion from Colonel Liu Ssii-chung for per- 
mission to be exempted from mounted 
archery practice. The applicant received a 
gunshot wound on the left leg in 1864, when 
fighting against the rebels in Anhui, and 
the pellets of the charge were never 
extracted. In the following year, when 
heading a charge against the Nien-fei, he 
received a wound which fractured the bone 
of the front finger of his right hand. These 
wounds still cause him pain at times, and 
he is not capable of sitting a horse or pull- 
ing a bow. If his request is granted, he 
will be required to turn his attention to 
musketry practice as provided by the recent 
regulations. 

RIVER CONSERVANCY IN KIANGSI. 


July 31st.—The Acting Governor of 
Kiangsi forwards a long report upon river 
conservancy in the. province, and_ encloses 
a set of regulations which he has drawn up 
for controlling expenditure under this head. 
Bordering as it does upon the Yangtze and 
intersected with lakes, Kiangsi may be con- 
sidered as almost one broad expanse of 
water. In the south there is the River 
Kan, and on the east the Kuang-hsin and 
the Jaochou Rivers, all of which empty 
into the Po Yang Lake. The districts 
which are liable to the worst floods lie 
along the borders of the lake or of the 
Yangtze, and in common with the low-lying 
parts of the province, they are entirely 
dependent upon embankments for their pro- 
tection. In some places the people them- 
selves find the funds for the maintenance 


of the dykes, while in others, where the 
work is important and the people are too 
poor to provide the money, the government 
makes advances for the purpose. Dykes of 
private construction are generally erected 
for the purpose of enclosing ground for cul- 
tivation on the banks of rivers. In dry 
seasons the former reaps his crops, but in 
wet ones his dykes, if they are at all weak, 
collapse from the pressure of the water, 
and their number only adds to the gravity 
of the disaster. The fact is that in such a 
dense population the margin of subsistence 
is so small that every inch ground is eagerly 
sought for. Though the government can- 
not well prevent the people from encroach- 
ing on the domain of the waters, it cannot, 
on the other hand, be expected to advance 
money for the construction of dykes de- 
signed for such a purpose. Two years ago 
the late governor proposed a scheme by 
which the proceeds of a fine levied upon 
arrears of the land tax were to be applied 
towards defraying the expenses of river 
works. The measure was adopted with 
the two-fold object of ensuring punctual 
payment of the land tax and of replenish- 
ing the provincial exchequer, but, though 
well conceived, it has had the effect of 
making the people look to the government 
for repairing the embankments, instead of 
undertaking the work, as formerly, on 
their own account. As a matter of fact, 
the payment of the land tax is now made 
so well up to date that the fine upon the 
arrears does not produce more than TIs. 
10,000 a year throughout the whole pro- 
vince. As there are some 350 large em- 
bankments in the province and the number 
of applications for funds to repair them is 
largely on the increase, the necessity for 
some regulations on the subject becomes 
apparent. From the Provincial Treasurer 
and the Prefect of Nan-ch‘ang, who have 
been inquirmg into the matter, the 
writer learns that up to the year 1884 
the water-ways of the province were in 
excellent condition. In that year a great 
flood occurred and a loan was sanctioned to 
repair the damage. Repayment was to be 
spread over a number of years, but it was 
remitted altogether in 1851. Then came 
the rebellion with all its misery, and for 
years the embankments were totally neg- 
lected. In 1866 money was again borrowed 
from the Government to execute repairs, 
and in 1868 the whole question was taken 
up by a member of the censorate. Liu 
K‘un-i, the Governor of the province at 
the time, obtained estimates of the ex- 
pense and got sanction for borrowing Tis. 
200,000, the repayment of which was to 
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be defrayed in the following year by an 
assessment upon land. A start was made 
with the Nan-ch‘ang and Hsin-chien Dis- 
tricts, on which Tls. 38,000 were spent, but 
the work was barely completed when it was 
destroyed by a flood, and its restoration 
cost a further expenditure of Tls. 38,000 
and 116,000 strings of cash. The work was 
then suspended and the balance of the loan 
was not drawn upon, Liu K‘un-i making 
the contractors responsible for some years 
for keeping the embankments in proper 
repair. From 1875 to 1877 loans to the 
extent of Tls. 74,000 were issued for the 
purpose, and in 1883 and 1886 Tls. 121,000 
were again borrowed. In fact, since 1862 
there has been a continual succession of 
loans, some of which have been charged to 
the public account, some remitted, but 
none of which have ever been repaid. The 
gentry and people of Kiangsi have grown 
confirmed in the habit of borrowing without 
repaying, and to put an end to this state of 
things the following regulations have been 
drawn up for observance in future :— 


1.—Districts which have hitherto been 
entitled to loans for public works will in 
the 10th month of each year, in ordinary 
years, furnish the provincial treasurer with 
statements of the work they wish to have 
performed. If the application is found to 
be genuine, a sum proportionate to the ex- 
tent of the work will be allotted for its 
execution from one-half of the amount rea- 
lized by the proceeds of the fine levied on 
arrears of land tax. 

2.—The remaining half of the above sum 
shall be deposited in the treasury and be 
applied to meet cases of emergency in years 
of exceptional floods. Should it prove in- 
sufficient, it will be supplemented by loans 
from the treasury, repayment of which will, 
as before, be spread over a number of years. 

3.—No applications for loans will be en- 
tertained in the case of disused embank- 
ments in low-lying lands or of embankments, 
the repairs of which have hitherto been de- 
frayed by the people or from fund derived 
from other sources. 

4,—Should embarkments that have been 
repaired and guaranteed to last for a number 
of years become dilapidated within the 
specified period, the gentry and people who 
were entrusted with the management of the 
funds will be held responsible for their 
restoration. 


GREAT STORM IN SHENSI, 

August 1st.—(1) The Governor of Shensi 
reports the occurrence on the 2nd of June 
of a violent storm, accompanied by- rain 
and hail, which did great injury to life and 
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property in three districts of the province. 
In Ch‘ang-wu seven parishes were visited 
by the storm, and 80 or 90 per cent. of the 
crops over an extent of 105 ch‘ing of land 
were destroyed by the hail. In Lo-nan 
the extent of the damage has not yet been 
accurately ascertained, but from the reports 
received up to date it appears that forty 
houses were blown down, that thirteen 
people were drowned, and that the crops 
on 4 ch‘ing of land were destroyed. In 
Lung-chou four villages suffered from the 
hail; the early crops were uninjured, but 
of the late ones, some 10 to 40 per cent. were 
ruined. Lists of the sufferers are being 
made out, and they will be assisted in vari- 
ous ways, either by money or grants of grain 
from the public granaries, or such other 
relief as may enable them to rebuild their 
houses and bury the victims of the disaster. 
As soon as full particulars are received, a 
further report will be submitted as to the 
expediency of remitting the land tax in the 
districts that have suffered ; and, in the 
meantime, the postponement of its collec- 
tion will be notified by proclamation. 


RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE. 


(2) Li Hung-chang reports the re-hearing 
of a case in which one Ts‘ao Kuo-jui, a na- 
tive of the Lin-yii District, appealed direct 
to the Emperor in April, 1886. The facts 
are these :—In 1810 the appellant’s grand- 
father sold a plot of land to one Liu Tsu- 
ch‘ang. The land adjoined the graveyard 
of the Ts‘ao family, and a clause was inser- 
ted in the Deed of Sale stipulating that a 
space of eight feet should be left unoccu- 
pied in front of the graveyard. In 1884 
the grandson of the original purchaser, Liu 
Pao-ch‘ang, sold the land to a man named 
Chin, and fraudulently made over to him 
at the same time the strip of ground at- 
tached to the graveyard. When T's‘ao Kuo- 
jui learnt this, he brought an action against 
Liu Pao-ch‘ang and obtained a judgment 
granting him restitution of the ground. 
Some two years afterwards he was told that 
he ought to have obtained compensation for 
the usufruct of the land, and he started a 
fresh suit to procure this, as also indemni- 
fication for a pit which he alleged the de- 
fendant had dug in front of the graveyard. 
As a matter of fact, the fraudulent sale of 
the ground in question was discovered be- 
fore it was put in crop, and there was no 
question of usufruct. The case about the 
digging of the pit having also fallen to the 
ground, he was non-suited on both plaints. 
Dissatisfied with this, he got up a story 
about bribery and corruption and encroach- 
ment upon: his family cemetery to give 
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colour to his case, and proceeded to Peking, 
where he prostrated himself as a suppliant 
before the Emperor. He was sentenced by 
the Board of Punishments to 100 blows and 
banishment to a near frontier for having 
wilfully obstructed the Imperial cortége, 
and the Governor-General now proposes 
that this sentence should be confirmed. 


CHASTISEMENT OF ABORIGINAL TRIBES, 


August 2nd.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General of the Shen Kan Pro- 
vinces, reporting the measures that have 
been taken for the punishment and future 
good behaviour of the some aboriginal tribes 
who have been causing trouble on the con- 
fines of Kansu and Szechuen. ‘Iho three 
tribes in question, whose distinctive names 
are Ha Chia, P‘ang Chia, and Ta Kang, 
number about 10,000 souls and occupy a 
tract of country called T‘ieh-pu stretching 
over 1,000 Ji within the T‘ao-chou Sub- 
Prefecture, in Kansu, and the Sung-p‘an 
District, in Szcchuen. For some time past 
they have been in the habit of emerging 
from their haunts and making raids upon 
the Chinese districts. The native admi- 
nistrator, Yang Tso-lin, who was a young 
man of considerable ability and had a very 
good opinion of himself, did not get on very 
well with the Chincse authorities in the 
neighbourhood. _Memorialist had him 
brought before him, and sharply warned 
him that if he failed to produce the 
depredators wiihin a specified time he 
would be deprived of his position. This 
had the desired effect, and soon after- 
wards he produced three of the culprits. 
As, however, it was found that the 
Kansu and Szechuen aborigines had formed 
a formidable league for the purpose of 
plundering the Chinese districts and 
carrying off women and children, the 
Memorialist placed himself in communica- 
tion with the Viceroy of Szechuen and 
arranged that a military force composed of 
troops from both provinces should be sent 
to deal with them. This was supported by 
levies raised among the well-disposed of the 
aborigines and under the command of the 
native administrator. The joint operations 
resulted in the arrest of several of the 
leaders, who were decapitated,?and in the 
total rout of their followers, who fled for 
refuge to the border land between the two 
provinces. Subsequently, all the members 
of the three tribes above-mentioned were 
conducted by their common chieftain to 
the Chinese camp, where they tendered 
their submission and made an earnest ap- 
peal for mercy. They were provided with 
grants of seed-corn, and otherwise put in 





the way of making an honest living. After 
the Szechuen portion of the tribes had been 
similarly reduced to order, steps were taken 
for introducing the tithing system amongst 
the aborigines on either side of the border, 
with a view to the prevention of such de- 
predations in future. 


FOREIGN CUSTOMS DUTIES AT KIUKIANG. 


(2) The Acting Governor of Kiangsi for- 
wards a statement (not published) of the 
amount of duties collected by the Foreign 
Customs at Kiukiang during the quarter 
ended 31st March, 1887. The following 
items are extracted from the covering 
memorial. The total collection of import 
and export duties for steamers and sailing 
vssels amounted during the period under 
review to Tls. 34,910.5.9.3 and the remit- 
tances and disbursements represented a 
sum of Tls. 56,362.4.1.6. Since the 1st of 
February last the lekin and import duty 
on foreign opium have, under instructions, 
been collected in one payment by the foreign 
Customs, and the amounts realised from 
that date to the 3lst March were: Import 
duty, Tls. 11.976; Lekin, Tls. 34,496 ; or 
a total of Tls. 64,472, from which disburse- 
ments to the amount of Tis. 1,557.6.6.4 
have to be deducted, leaving a balance of 
Tis. 44,914.3.3.6. 


TAOTAI AT NEWCHWANG. 

August 3rd.—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
the receipt of a telegram from the Military 
Governor at Moukden informing him that 
Kuang-yin, the Taotai at Newchwang, was 
suffering from the effects of a fall, and had 
asked to be relieved of his duties. It 
devolved this time upon Chihli to supply 
the acting appointment. The important 
duties of an international character at 
Yingtze require, the Viceroy remarks, the 
presence of an officer of ability and experi- 
ence, and he has found a fitting successor 
to the post in the person of T‘ing-yen, an 
expectant intendant on the Chihli staff. 

FOREIGN CUSTOMS DUTIES AT TIENTSIN. 


(2) The same writer reports the amount 
of duties collected by the foreign Customs 
at Tientsin during the quarter ended 31st 
March, 1887. Exclusive of duties for 
which exemption certicates were issued at 
Shanghai amounting to Tls. 55,398.1.9.5 
in the case of foreign steamers and to Tis. 
42,916.3.6 in the case of the China Mer- 
chants’ fleet, the actual receipts at Tientsin 
from import and export duties and tonnage 
duties amounted during the above period 
to Tls. 57,309.8.0.5.1.6.7. Tis. 40,000 were 
received from the Chefoo Customs as a 


contribution to arsenal expenditure. The 
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disbursements for working expenses, mili- 
tary expenditure, etc., amounted to Tls. 
94,005.9.9.6. 


DEFICITS IN REMITTANCE OF LAND TAX. 


(3) Yen Ching-ming and his colleagues in 
the Board of Revenue furnish a report on 
the subject of the defalcations in the col- 
lection of the land tax to which the Censor 
Hu Chiin-chang has called attention. The 
censor asserts that the only cases of defal- 
cation now reported are those in which the 
defaulters are already dead or degraded, 
and that not one ten-thousandth part of the 
deficit is ever recovered, As a remedy, he 
recommends that the public chests in the 
magistrate’s offices should be inspected three 
times a year by the taotai and prefect, and 
that the total collection should be remitted 
to the treasurer within a month after its 
receipt. Defaulters should be denounced 
by their immediate superiors, the taotai 
and prefect, and the higher authorities 
should be held responsible for making 
good all deficits. The memorialists ob- 
serve that very stringent edicts, which had 
a good effect, were issued on this subject 
in the reigns of Yung Chéng and Ch‘ien 
Lung. In those days the officials were 
clean-handed and not a cash of the public 
money was embezzled. During the last 20 
or 30 years, however, the pressing import- 
ance of military affairs has introduced an 
inferior stamp of men into the service, and 
the land tax has now come to be looked 
upon by a scheming class of officials as their 
private perquisite. The confiscation of the 
property of deceased defaulters has become 
a pure farce, and the wholesale plunder of 
public funds is termed defalcation. The 
higher officials screen the lower, and either 
do not denounce them at all, or denounce 
them after they are dead, when all hope of 
recovering the money is gone. The memo- 
rialists thought that prevention was better 
than cure, and with this object in view they 
issued a set of regulations on the subject 
three years ago, which anticipated to a 
great extent the suggestions now made by 
the Censor. As to the latter’s recommen- . 
dation that the superior authorities should 
be held responsible for making good the 
defalcations of their subordinates, there is 
an existing law to this effect. In the reign 
of Tao Kuang a Decree was issued to the 
effect that in all cases of defalcations by 
territorial authorities, where there was no 
longer any hope of recovering from the 
original defaulters, the loss was to be made 
good by the superior authorities in the 
following proportions—50% by the prefect 
or department magistrate for negkecting to 
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report the deficit, 20% each by the treasurer 
and taotai for having failed to discover it, 
and 10% by the governor. The instrne- 


tions are not wanting in stringency, but they 


are not energetically enforced. The frequent 
revisions which they have undergone have 
caused much confusion in the Board’s Regu- 
lations, and the furegoing rules are so com- 
plete that they require little emendation. 
The Memorialists, therefore, request that a 
Decree be issued incorporating the pro- 
visions of the Edict of Tao Kuang’s reign, 
their own rules and the censor’s suggestions, 
with the following addition. By the rules 
of the Board of Civil Office, governors- 
general and governors who neglect, in 
denouncing subordinate ofticers for defal- 
cations, to add the proportions in which 
the loss is to be made good by the defaulters’ 
superiors, are punished by transfer and de- 
prived of three steps of commutative rank, 
and it is requested that this provision may 
be enforced in the case of the land tax cul- 
lection. 


DEATH OF SUPERINTENDENT OF AN IMPERIAL 
MANUFACTORY. 

August 4th.—The Governor-General at 
Nanking reports the death at Shanghai, on 
the 2nd July last, of Héng-hsiu, the recently 
appointed Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Hangchow. The deceased 
was passing through Shanghai on his way 
to take up his post when he was seized with 
a sudden illness, to which he succumbed 
ten days after his arrival. 


EXEMPTION OF ARSENAL MATERIALS FROM 
CUSTOMS DUTY. 


August 5th.—(1) The Governor of Ché- 
kiang explains that the military supplies of 
the province are provided for the most part 
by the native arsenals, and that the ma- 
terials used in their manufacture, such as 
copper, lead, steel, saltpetre, and other 
articles too numerous to mention, are con- 
tracted for from abroad through foreign 
firms at Shanghai. In accordance with a 
suggestion made by the Taotai at Tien- 
tain, articles for the use of arsenals have, 
since October 1883, been subject to the 
same treatment as materials for the re- 
pair of ships, and have invariably been 
granted duty exemption certificates by the 
Taotai at Shanghai. The latter, however, 
now writes to say that all such materials 
will in future be liable to duty unless they 
have been granted special exemption under 
Imperial authority. Under special instruc- 
tions from the Superintendent of Trade 
for the South, materials for the Shanghai 
Arsenal were to continue to enjoy the pri- 
vilege of exemption from duty. The 
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memorialist submits that the Chékiang 
Arsenals are equally entitled to a similar 
exemption, and asks for a continuance of 
the privilege which they enjoyed under the 
former regulations. 


A TBADING COMPANY’S INDEBTEDNESS. 


(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
settlement of the following case :—An 
expectant Taotai named Chéng Kuan-ying 
and several others started a company for 
weaving cloth under the trading name of 
Jén-t‘ai-ch ‘ang, with offices in Hankow and 
Szechuen, and raised part of the capital by 
pledging share scrips to the T‘ai-chi Bank, 
of which P‘an Jen-jui was the head. Repay- 
ment of the money having been long delay- 
ed, an action was brought against Chéng 
Taotai for its recovery, and as he refused 
time after time to obey the summons of the 
Court, he was stripped of his button by the 
late governor. The plaintiff now reports 
that the claim has been settled. The total 
amount of the debt was Tls. 28,000, includ- 
ing Tls. 5,000 of interest. The latter sum 
has been paid, as also Tls. 11,000 of the 
principal, and to cover the remainder the 
T‘ai-chi firm is to realise the 250 scrips of 
the defendant’s company. The defendant 
himself is to be re-instated in his position 
as expectant Taotai. 


THE EMPEROR REQUESTED TO NAME A 
TEMPLE. 


August 6th.—The Military Governor of 
Hei-lung Chiang reports that he has been 
requested by the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Hurun-pir to lay before His Majesty an 
application made by Tukar, Governor of 
Uliasutai. The applicant is by birth one 
of the New-Bargu nomads in the jurisdic- 
tion of Hurun-pir. He has served in the 
army since 1852, and has been promoted 
step by step to the high rank of Chiang-chiin, 
which he now holds. He is well aware that 
no devotion on his part can repay in the 
slightest degree the benefits he has received 
at the hands of His Majesty; but as a 
mark of his gratitude he has, at his 
own expense, built a temple of fifty or 
sixty rooms in his native district. He has 
also installed in it a number of Lamas who 
are well acquainted with the contents of 
their breviaries and who will offer constant 
prayers on behalf of Their Majesties the 
Empress and the Emperor, thus stirring 
the hearts and exciting the loyal feelings 
of the Bargu nomads that dwell round 
about. He now begs that His Majesty 
will be pleased to give a name to the tem- 
ple, according to the precedent of the four 
temples in the country of Hurun-pir. The 
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Memorialist, in presenting this application, 
remarks that, in the forty-ninth year of his 
reign, the Emperor Ch’ien Lung bestowed 
names on two temples in the Bargu and 
Ao-lo-t‘é Districts, and the Emperor Chia 
Ch‘ing, in his seventh year, conferred the 
same distinction on two temples in the So- 
lon country. He therefore feels justified 
in laying the matter before His Majesty, 
who will decide what shall be done.—Re- 
ferred by Rescript to the Board. 


REPORT ON STATE OF YELLOW RIVER. 


August 7th.—The Governor of Shantung 
states that when the spring freshets had 
passed away, the Yellow River was in a 
very quiet state, of which advantage was 
taken to proceed with repairs to tbe banks 
as rapidly as possible. The Memorialist, 
who happened to be travelling in the 
neighbourhood of the river, saw for himself 
that everything was in good order, though 
it was necessary to strengthen a few private 
embankments against which the water 
pressed. On the 26th of June the river 
began to swell, and during the next ten 
days the water rose seven or eight feet in 
the up-stream districts, where the bed is 
comparatively wide, and more than ten 
feet lower down the river in the narrowest 
part. In places the top of the embank- 
ments was only just above the surface of 
the water, in others they showed signs of 
sinking, or cracks appeared. The Memo- 
rialist himself took up his abode on the 
river bank, and every one worked witha 
will, the banks being raised or strengthened 
as mlght be required, and the operations 
being continued night and day. The river 
is now a little lower again; but unremitting 
exertions will be required to keep it under 
control. 


BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER BANKS. 


(2) The same official reports that at the 
very moment when he was despatching 
the preceding Memorial, in the midst of 
the general joy felt at the success of the 
strenuous exertions which had been made, 
a despatch reached him from the Magis- 
trate and the military officer at Ch‘i-ho 
Hsien, announcing the falling in of the 
river bank there for a width of two hundred 
feet. The breach was said to have occur- 
ved in the immediate vicinity of a very 
dangerous spot, which was constantly sub- 
ject to inundations, and the rear of the 
embankment had previously been flooded 
by water which forced its way there after 
undermining a private rampart close by. 
The Memorialist proceeded to the spot 
in person. On questioning the people li- 
ving there, he found their account of the 
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measures that had been taken agreed 
with what had been stated in the re- 
port made to him; but it appeared that 
three days before the breach occurred, the 
fascines had been washed away from the 
banks in three places, of which Ch‘en Jung- 
hui, the military officer above mentioned, 
had made no report whatever. The water 
was once more flowing into the T‘u-hai 
River, and the lower portions of this so 
frequently flooded track were once more 
buried beneath the inundation. The Memo- 
rialist remarks that along the river in his 
jurisdiction there are more than twelve 
hundred places strengthened with fascines, 
and during the recent freshets, though the 
banks sank in some places and were over- 
flowed in others, still the fascines every- 
where held good. He therefore thinks that 
those recently carried away must have been 
put down without a proper quantity of soil 
being added. As Ch‘en Jung-hui is a man of 
experience in river works, no other officer 
had been detached to assist him, and the 
blame must rest on him and the magistrate 
alone. It is indeed possible that the flood 
and the nature of the ground were such that 
human efforts couldavail nothing ; but in any 
case there was distinct negligence in not 
reporting the washing away of the fascines. 
Though there is no law enjoining the repay- 
ment of funds expended under such circum- 
stances, still the Memorialist thinks that it 
will be proper to make Ch‘en Jung-hui 
return to the treasury the sum of Tis. 3,200 
spent by him in the purchase of materials. 
He will also be withdrawn from his present 
post. It is further proposed that the magis- 
trate, who has hitherto shown himself a 
zealous and energetic officer, should receive 
the light punishment of being deprived of 
his button, but not removed from his post. 
Officers have now been despatched to the 
spot with orders to strengthen the embank- 
ment at either end of the breach so as'to 
prevent the gap from widening ; and, as 
circumstances permit, measures will be 
devised for repairing the damage.—The 
Rescript approves the proposals of the 
Memorialist, and cautions him and _ his 
subordinates against showing any more 
remissness. ; 


CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CHINKIANG. 


August 8th.—(1) The Governor of Kiang- 
su forwards a return of dues and duties 
collected by the foreign Customs at 
Chinkiang during the first quarter of 1887. 
Of the full duties paid by foreign vessels, 
40% will be retained in the Treasury of the 
Board of Revenue ; and of the full and half 
duties paid by Chinese vessels, 52% will be 
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sent to the Board’s Treasury. 30% of all 
tonnage dues will be sent to the Tsungli 
Yamén and 70% to the Inspector General 
of Customs. 
PASSAGE OF YELLOW RIVER BY GRAIN FLEET. 
(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the two fleets of junks with tribute 
rice from Northern and Southern Kiangsu 
crossed the Yellow River in safety between 
the 7th and 11th of July. 


DIVERSION OF COURSE OF YELLOW RIVER. 


August 9th.--(1) The Director General 
of the Yellow River reports that, after 
having found an opportunity to inspect the 
old bed of the Yellow River, he telegraphed 
to the Governor of Shantung and the 
Director General of the Grain Transport to 
meet him at Chining Chou for the purpose 
of discussing the subject of making the 
river revert to its former course. After 
several days had been spent in consultation, 
the three officers found that their views 
were perfectly in accord. The great difti- 
culty in carrying out so vast an undertaking 
would be the providing of the necessary 
funds. But the matter being of supreme 
importance, no offorts should be spared to 
overcome this obstacle. After the many 
years which have elapsed the old banks 
have fallen and the old bed has filled up, 
so that the the work to be accomplished 
would be practically the same as making 
a perfectly newriver. This, however, after 
all, is merely a question of funds. If they 
are forthcoming, the work could be done. A 
special feature of difficulty exists at the point 
of junction between the two courses, where 
the embankment would be constructed to 
stop the present flow. The width of the 
gap now existing and the depth of the pool 
made by the downward rush of the water 
are such as to render the work there any- 
thing but an ordinary undertaking. To 
this must be added the troublesome task of 
constructing sluices and conducting chan- 
nels, In short, there would be something 
to be done very different from the ordinary 
closing of breaches whenever they occur. 
The Memorialist and his subordinates have 
decided on a plan of action which they 
have worked out with great care. When 
_ the time arrives for commencing the task, 
they will be on the watch to see if any signs 
are shown of the river’s being likely to 
change its course, and will avail themselves 
of whatever opportunity may offer itself to 
them. The Memorialist is giving orders to 
his staff to try their best to reduce the 
estimates for the cost of the undertaking. 
He is also about to consult with the Gover- 
nor of Honan in person and to communicate 
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with the Viceroy at Nanking by letter, in 
order that they may join him in addressing 
the Throne as soon as they have come to a 
common decision.—Approved by Rescript. 


FIRE BRIGADES AT PEKING. 


(2) The Censor Hsiang-yu asks that some 
marks of distinction may be conferred on 
the Directors of the Fire Brigades at Pek- 
ing. There are fourteen of these brigades ; 
and a regulation has been made that at the 
end of every three years the names of their 
directors may be submitted to His Majesty 
for the purpose of their receiving rewards. 
Those brigades which, in addition to their 
ordinary functions, take upon themselves 
the duties of night police are permitted to 
send in ten names, and the other brigades 
brigades seven names.—Rescript issued 
previously. 

AUDITING ACCOUNTS IN SHENG-CHING. 


(3) The Military Governor of Manchuria 
requests that the Emperor will grant an 
extension of the time within which the 
accounts must be audited of the various 
District Magistrates in the province. The 
period which is covered by the audit ex- 
tends from the beginning of 1862 to the 
end of 1885. The magistrates were ordered 
to send their accounts to the provincial 
capital in the charge of experienced clerks 
who would be able to explain their contents, 
and good progress has been made by the 
auditing board. But it is impossible to 
finish the work as originally intended with- 
in a year, because of the confused state of 
the accounts owing to the perfunctory man- 
ner in which the magistrates formerly per- 
formed their duties and the many abuses 
which used to exist.—Approved by Rescript. 


CASHIERING A MILITARY OFFICER. 


(4) The Governor of Kuangsi requests 
that an officer named Kan P‘ei-t‘ang, who 
holds the brevet rank of Captain may be 
cashiered. The said officer was formerly 
a Taiping rebel and a follower of Ch‘en 
Chin-t‘ang, who gave himself up when re- 
duced to extremities. He was afterwards 
promoted for bravery to his present rank. 
Being a man of a domineering nature he 
tyrannized over his fellow villagers. He 
became involved in a dispute with a man 
named Hsieh about a pond in a field, and, 
instead of waiting to have his claim settled 
by law, excited a riot, in which his oppon- 
ent was shot. Being summoned for this 
before the authorities, he at first refused to 
obey and then escaped to Kuangtung. He 
was arrested, however, by the Viceroy at 
the request of the Memorialist and sent 
back to Kuangsi. He has been put on his 
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trial, but he shelters himself hehind his 
official rank and refuses toanswer.-—Granted 
by Rescript. 


DISMISSAL OF A PREFECT OF DISOBEDIENCE. 


August 10th.—(1) A Decree of the Ein- 
peror orders that Chiang Ssu-tai, Prefect of 
Chien-ning Fu in Fuhkien, be dismissed 
from the public service. The said Prefect 
was directed by a Decree to vacate his post 
and procecd to Peking to be presented at 
Court. When an officer was sent to replace 
him, he petitioned the Viceroy to allow him 
to postpone handing over his office on the 
grounds that he had not been able to put 
his accounts straight, and he further lodged 
2 complaint against his successor, whom he 
charged with having obtained the appoint- 
ment by means of bribery. The Decree 
very severcly censures the Prefect both for 
his refusal to obey the orders of the Em- 
peror and for his introducing into the case 
irrelevant matters for the sake of gratifying 
his persona] spite. He is dismissed from 
the service, and the provincial authorities 
are directed to enquire into the charges 
made by him. 


FLOODS FROM YELLOW RIVER IN CHIHLI AND 
SHANTUNG. 


(2) A Decree of the Emperor acknow- 
ledges receipt of a report from the Governor 
of Shantung stating that the Yellow River 
has burst its banks in the Province of 
Chihli and so flooded a very large tract, 
portions of seven or eight districts, 1m 
Shantung. Fifty thousand piculs of tribute 
rice and a certain sum of money will be 
retained in Shantung in place of being for- 
warded to Peking, and distributed as 
charity by the provincial authorities. The 
Viceroy of Chihli, who has not as yet re- 
ported the occurrence, is directed to take 
steps to repair the breach and to ensure 
that no such disaster takes place again. 

(Note.—The flooded region is on the 
north of the Yellow River and runs parallel 
with the river’s course, extending from the 
borders of Chibli to some distance on the 
east of the Grand Canal.) 


FILIAL PIETY OF CHIH-LIN. 


August 11th.--The Chancellor of the 
Academy of Learning and his colleagues 
present a Memorial to the Emperor calling 
attention to the filial piety displayed by the 
late Chih-lin, formerly a tutor in the said 
academy. Twenty-five years ago, when 
he was barely in his twentieth year, he rode 
alone on horseback from China to pay his 
respects to his father, who was Assistant- 
Governor of Ili and was engaged in a 
compaign against the rebels. Later on he 
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became his father’s constant attendant, 
devining and obeying his slightest wishes. 
When his father became ill and wished to 
be alone, he would wait noiselessly outside 
the door ready to come in at the slightest 
call and perform the duties of a nurse. 
Pacing up and down the court-yard, he 
knew no rest except by leaning against 
a pillar of the verandah. When, after 
forty days, his father expired, he had 
already become ill with fatigue and grief. 
Even after the funeral rites had been 
performed and two years of mourning 
had elapsed, he would let no dainties 
pass his lips. The doctors prescribed 
for him pork broth to soothe his inside, 
but he put it aside and would not taste 
it. His friends assured him that a sick 
man should not observe such stringent 
rules, but his falling tears were the only 
response he gave. Stretched on his bare 
couch he passed his time arranging his 
father’s writings, and if a single word had 
been mis-copied, putting himself to the ut- 
most pains to set it right. On the night 
when at last he died, after coughing up 
several cupsful of blood, the documents 
were still lying by his side. The Memo- 
rialists, who lived in daily intercourse with 
the deceased oflicer, are able to vouch for 
the truth of the story they have recounted. 
Being aware how highly the Emperor 
esteems the virtue of filial piety, they 
venture to request that an account of the 
life of Chih-lin may be recorded in the na- 
tional annals.—Rescript issued previously. 


AN INQUEST IMPROPERLY CONDUCTED 


August 12th.—(1) According to a Mem- 
orial presented by the Governor of Kiangsi 
a woman in the District of Tu-ch ‘ang Gone 
mitted suicide in consequence of a quarrel 
with her mother-in-law, who had scolded 
her for buying a piece of drugget, for which 
she could not pay. The District Magistrate 
Li Shih-ching ‘by name, was informed of 
the death, but instead of going himself to 
hold an inquest he sent his police-master 
to act for him. When the inquiry had been 
concluded, the attendants of the police- 
master attempted to make the relatives of © 
the deceased pay the travelling expenses 
incurred by their party. To escape this, all 
the male members of the family ran awa. 
and disappeared, leaving their women be 
hind. The police-master’s followers sta, ed 
on in the village till, after four days Higa 
occurred through their carelessness by 
which thirty-six rooms were destro oa 
The women were then forced to elon a 
declaration, taking on themaleaa the 


| blame of the fire. On a complaint being 
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enquiry was instituted and the above | rested and sentenced to strangulation after 


stated facts were brought to light. The 
police-master has already been dismissed 
for misconduct in another case. It is re- 
quested that the magistrate also may be 
cashiered, and the case submitted to a ri- 
goruus investigation.—Granted by Rescript. 


KIUKIANG CUSTOMS. REMITTANCE TO 


IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD. 


(2) The Governor of Kiangsi reports that 
he is forwarding to Peking a remittance 
from the Customs Taotai at Kiukiang for 
the use of the Steward’s Department of the 
Imperial Houschold. The remittance con- 
sists of three items. First, there has been 
collected at Kiukiang during the past year, 
under the head of ‘‘three per cent. for 
excess of scales,” a sum of Tls. 9,676.1.7.8, 
from which has been disbursed for the 
benefit of the said department, as per 
accounts rendered, a sum of Tis. 9,643.5.8, 
leavinga balance due Tls. 32.5.9.8. Secondly, 
there is the taotai’s anti-extortion allow- 
ance, Tls. 1,000, which is annually forwarded 
to the department. Lastly, there is a third 
sum of Tls. 9,254.4.8.8, collected in 1885 
for difference of scales. 

RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE. 

August 13th.—The Governor of Honan 
reports the re-hearing of a case in which 
an appeal had been carried to Peking by a 
student named Chou Tien-chia living in the 
Mi-yang District. The appellant’s father, 
Chou Chén-tung, was the son-in-law of Tuan 
Ch‘ing-hsiian. The latter had a nephew 
who died leaving a wife and a little daugh- 
ter. The widow, being anxious to marry 
again, was betrothed to a man in a neigh- 
bouring village, and it was arranged that 
the daughter should remain with her mo- 
ther until she came to ago, when Tuan 
Ch‘ing-hsiian was to see to the girl’s settle- 
ment in life. When she was nineteen, 
Chou Chén-tung was sent to consult her 
mother on the subject of her marriage. 
The mother declined to give up her daugh- 
ter, and was supported in her refusal by 
one Tuan Kéng-hsin, who was present at the 
interview. Chou Chén-tung, being annoyed 
at this, went armed one night, after a 
drinking bout, to Tuan Kéng-hsin’s house, 
and gave vent to much abuse on being 
refused admittance. Tuan himself did not 
appear, but his son, Tuan Liu-ch‘éng, who 
happened to return home at the moment, 
was violently assailed by Chou Chén-tung. 
A scuffle ensued between the two men, 
which resulted in Chou being disarmed and 


fatally wounded. Tuan Liu-ch‘éng made | 





the autumn assizes. Chou Tien-chia, the son 
of the deceased, suspected that Ming-ch‘i, 
with whom he had once had a dispute about 
a building site, was the real murderer of _ 
his father, and that the’ man had been 
screened from punishment by the official 
underlings. Acting upon this misapprehen- 
sion, he got a strolling fortune-teller to 
write out a highly coloured version of the 
case, with which he started for Peking. 
His action was prompted by affection 
for his father and is not thought to merit 
punishment. The settlement of the casa, 
which has been under consideration for 
several years, has been delayed by the 
absence of witnesses, two of whom died 
since its commencement in the. public 
quarters provided for their accommodation. 
CONGRATULATIONS FOR EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY. 

August 14th.—(1) Court Cireular.—His. 
Majesty will receive congratulations in the 
Ch‘ien Ch ‘ing Palace at 7.30 a.m. to-morrow, 
and at 8 a.m. will witness a theatrical per- 
formance. 


REVIEW OF TROOPS IN SHANSI. 


(2) The Governor of Shansi submits a 
report of the inspection of the troops sta- 
tioned in the northern portion of the pro- 
vince. Leaving the provincial capital on 
the 11th of June, he travelled by way of 
Hsin Chou, Tai Chou, and Ta-tung, and, 
passing through the Té-shéng Pass, he in- 
cluded the departments of Féng-chén, Ning- 
yiian, and Kuci-hua in his tour. On his 
return journey he came through the Sha-hu 
Pass, and after traversing the Prefectures 
of Shuo-p‘ing and Ning-wu he travelled 
back by the same way as he started until 
he reached the provincial capital on the 
10th July. He noticed a perceptible im- 
provement in the troops since the last 
inspection. Care was taken that the targets 
should be placed at the regulation distances, 
and the scoring in both archery and muske- 
try practice was creditable. After the 
percentage of their scores had been taken 
the physical fitness of the men was tested at 
pulling the bow. The bow in ordinary use 
was one of sixty catty power, but in some 
cases bows of 80 catties were employed with 
satisfactory results. The men who showed. 
proficiency were rewarded, while others 
who had neglected their training had their 
shortcomings noted, and were given a 
certain time within which to retrieve their 
position. The troops at Ta-‘tung, Hsin 
Chou, and Huai-jén made over 90 per cent. 
at archery practice, and in other places the 
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Ta-t‘ung force was also first in musketry 
practice, in which it attained from 90 to 
to 100 per cent. All the troops advanced 
and retired in good order, and went through 
the various evolutions with precision and 
_ the skill that comes from constant practice. 
In volley, firing, shield and buckler exer- 
cises much dexterity was exhibited. The 
cavalry horses were found to be in excellent 
condition, and the state of the commis- 
sariat and ammunition left nothing to be 
desired. On his return to the provincial 
capital Memorialist inspected the embank- 
ment works outside the city which he is 
happy to report are progressing favourably 
towards completion. The construction of 
the public offices within the city, being 
a work of considerable magnitude, will 
necessarily require time, but the under- 
taking is being pressed on with all speed 
and is now well under weigh. As soon as 
the summer is over, Memorialist intends to 
inspect the troops in the south of the pro- 
vince, and he will then be in a position to 
furnish a full report on the civil as well as 
the military administration of Shansi. 
CASE OF MANSLAUGHTER. 

(3) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
reports the sentence passed upon a man 
who has been convicted of killing a mem- 
ber of a senior branch of his own clan. Su 
P‘i-kai, a Mohammedan, lived in the Yeh- 
ch‘éng District. He and the deceased, 
Tsé I-t‘i, were both descended from the 
same great-grandfather and were related to 
each other within the fourth degree of 
mourning. me day last November a 
draught bullock belonging to Su P‘-kai 
strayed on to Tsé I-t'i’s threshing-floor, 
and the latter, after driving it away 
twice, finally threw a hatchet at the animal 
and injured its leg. On returning home 
at dusk Su P‘i-kai heard of the damage 
done to the bullock and went to demand an 
explanation from Tsé I-t4. The latter 
admitted his liability, and offered either to 
pay the price of the animal or to take 
charge of it until it recovered. Su P‘i-kai 
was, however, too angry to listen to reason. 
He took upa halter, threw it round Tsé 
J-t‘i’s neck, and dragging him along, said 
he would take him before the court. Tsé 
I-t'i naturally objected to this kind of treat- 
nent, and a struggle ensued between the 
two men. Su P‘i-kai’s brother, seeing from 
a distance what was gong on, picked up a 
stick and brandishing it, rushed in upon 
the men with the idea of separating them. 
He himself, however, became involved 
in the quarrel, which ended in Tsé I- 
t‘i being fatally wounded by Su P‘i-kai. The 
murder was not a deliberate one, but having 
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regard to the fact that the quarrel was 
provoked to a great extent by his conduct, 
Su P‘i-kai has been sentenced to decapita- 
tion under the law applicable to the case 
of a person who kills a member of a senior 
branch of the family clan related to him 
within the fourth degree of mourning. His 
brother is to receive 70 blows and transpor- 
tation for a year and a half for his part in 
the transaction. 
LETTERS PATENT FOR NEW OFFICER IN 
TURKESTAN. 

(4) Liu Chin-t‘ang submits an application 
for the issue of letters patent to the incum- 
bents of several posts of recent creation in, 
Chinese-Turkestan. The officers for whom 
these documents are required, are :—The 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners, and 
the Intendants of the Aksu, Chén Ti, and 
Kashgar Circuits. In a postscript the same 
writer requests that he himself may be 
furnished with the Death Warrant and the 
other badges of authority usually conferred 
on provincial governors. 


A DEVOTED WIDOW. 


August 15th.—(1) The Superintendent 
of the Foochow Arsenal solicits permission 
for the erection of an honorary portal in 
memory of a lady whose many virtues and 
premature death have been brought to his 
notice by some members of his staff. The 
lady in question was a native of the Hou- 
kuan District near Foochow, and had from 
her earliest years evinced a purity of heart 
and an appreciation of feminine duties 
which gradually developed as she grew - 
up to womanhood. In her twenty-second 
year she was married to a scholar of 
her native town, and before that she had 
acquired a reputation for her filial devo- 
tion to her father and mother. To her 
husband’s parents she was all that 2 woman 
could possibly be. Her husband always 
enjoyed poor health, and his constitution 
was undermined by the effects of a sun- 
stroke which he received while attend- 
ing his father’s funeral. During . his 
last illness his wife was so unremitting in 
her attentions that for a whole month she 
never undressed herself. After his death 
she determined to follow him to the grave, 
but a close watch was kept upon her to 
prevent her from giving effect to her resolu- 
tion. She made all the needful prepara- 
tions for the funeral obsequies and in out- 
ward appearance looked as usual. The day 
before the funeral she ordered her maid 
servant to prepare a bath, and her long 
absence having attracted attention, the 
door of her bedroom was forced and her 
lifeless body found hanging from a rafter. 
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Her husband’s family being a poor one and 
its members scattered in other provinces, 
the matter would probably never have 
reached oflicial ears, had it not been taken 
up by the petitioners, who considered it a 
case that ought not to pass unnoticed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN KUANGSI. 


(2) Last year the Governor-General at 
Canton submitted to the Throne a scheme 
which he had formulated for the creation 
of a number of new posts in Kuangsi and 
the re-distribution of the troops on the 
frontier consequent upon the proposed 
transfer of the Commander-in-Chief’s re- 
sidence from Liu-chou Fu to Lung Chou. 
The proposal had been under the considera- 
tion of the Board of War and Civil Oftice 
and a request for fuller information had 
been sent to Canton. To this the Kuangsi 
Government has responded, and a detailed 
statement of the new arrangement is for- 
warded through Chang Chih-tung. The 
following is the substance of the scheme:— 
The Commander-in-Chief is to be trans- 
ferred from Liu-chou to Lung Chou; a 
new Intendancy is to be created for the Pre- 
fecture of T‘aip‘ing and the department of 
Kuei-shun ; Kuei-shun is to be raised to 
the rank of an independent department ; 
and the Assistant Sub-Prefecture of Hsiao 
Chén-an is to be converted into a district 
under the name of Chén-pien. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief has six battalions of troops 
numbering 1,260 men under him at Liu- 
chou. Of this number only about 800 are 
stationed in the city, the remainder being 
required for defensive services in other 
districts. The central battalion is to ac- 
company the Commander-in-Chief to Lung 
Chou, and the front and rear battalions are 
to be withdrawn. This will leave three 
battalions, numbering about 600 men, 
under the command of a brigade-general, 
who is to replace the Commander-in-Chief. 
This force is insutlicient to undertake the 
defensive work formerly performed by the 
Liu-chou trvops, part of which is to be 
transferred to the garrison at Kuei-lin Fu. 
The Intendancy of T‘ai-p‘ing and Kuei-shun 
is an important addition to the civil ad- 
ministration on the frontier. The incumb- 
ent of the new post will have to deal with 
international questions of great complication 
and importance, and it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that he should be a man of training 
aud ability with a special knowledge of 
military questions on the frontier. It is 
suggested that the post should be put on 
the same footing as the Tientsin, Hankow, 
and Kiungchow Intendancies, and that no- 
mination to it should rest with the provincial 


Google 





authorities. The expenses of the proposed 
changes will have to borne by Kuangsi, and 
as the remittances from other provinces are 
in arrear, the Viceroy renews the request 
he made last year, to the effect that the 
Board of Revenue should be required to 
indicate some definite source from which 
the wants of the province are to be supplied. 


SQUABBLE BETWEEN MANCHUS AND CHINESE 
AT CANTON. ; 

August 16th.—The Viceroy of Canton 
reports the occurrence of a fracas, on the 
14th of June last, between some Cantonese 
and two soldiers of the Manchu garrison at 
Canton, in which one of the former was 
severely injured. The Tartar General, on 
learning of the affair, had the soldiers 
punished by exposure in the cangue. That 
evening a concourse of the Manchu popula- 
tion of all ages and both sexes flocked to 
the Tartar General’s Yamén and created a 
great uproar by clamouring for the remis- 
sion of the sentence passed on two of their 
number. A party, composed of the adju- 
tants to himself and the governor, the civil 
comnissary, and the Namhoi Magistrate, 
was despatched to the scene by the Viceroy, 
but on their arrival they found the crowd 
had already dispersed. The Manchu cap- 
tain and other ofticers who failed to keep 
their men under proper control will be 
dealt with by the Tartar General and Lieu- 
tenant-General. The Viceroy, on his part, 
has had a code of rules on the subject 
drawn up by the civil authorities of the 
city, which he has published for general 
information. The Manchu gentry will in 
future be required to attend regularly at 
the tithing oftices and to use their good 
offices in securing the maintenance of 
friendly relations between the two sections 
of the community. All disputes between 
the two parties will, as before, be fairly 
and justly arranged by the city magistrate 
and the civil commissary, and the Tartar 
General will be asked to keep the soldiers 
on duty under firm control. 


APPLICATION FOR SICK LEAVE. 


August 17th.—(1) The Governor of 
Shansi submits an application from the 
Brigadier-General at Ta-tung for six months’ 
sick leave. The General is suffering from 
dizziness and swelling in the legs, and his 
ailments have been aggravated by a pro- 
longed residence on the frontier, where he 
has served for the past ten years. He had 
at first applied for permission to vacate his 
post, but the Memorialist wrote him a 
sympathetic note and asked him to remain 
on in the public interests. During his late 
tour of inspection the writer visited the 
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General and had an account of his symptoms 
from himself. His appearance and com- 
plexion were sufficient evidence of the 
genuineness of his case. His leave will 
enable him to place himself under proper 
medical advice, which is utterly beyond 
his reach at present. His past services 
have caused him to be regarded as a tower 
of strength by the people of Shansi, and it 
would be a pity to part with such a capable 
officer simply because he had fallen the 
victim of a temporary illness. 


EXCAVATION OF A WATER-COURSE AT JEH-HO. 


(2) Last year the water from the hills in 
the neighbourhood of Jéh-ho came rushing 
down on the plain and swept away a stone 
dam and both banks of the bed of a dried 
up water-course. An estimate was made 
for repairing the damage, and Tls. 28,000 
were allotted from the Taotai’s treasury for 
the purpose. The work was started in 
March last and on its completion in 
July it was inspected by the Military 
Governor and his staff and found to be 
satisfactorily performed. The excava- 
tions extended over a_ distance of 
2,657 chang, the new bed measuring from 
4 to 20 chang in breadth at the top and 
narrowing down to from L.5ft. to 8ft. at 
the bottom. The new stone embankment 
is 1,233 chang long and from 8ft. to 1Oft. 
in height. The total expenditure was 
Tis. 28,099.5.9.4.9.5, which, allowing for a 
deduction of 6 per cent. in the difference of 
the scales, makes a net expenditure in the 
board’s currency of Tls.26,413.6.1.9.2.5. 
As the water-course has to bear the full 
force of the summer torrents from the hills, 
it will soon become useless unless it is 
cleared out every year. Asum of Tls.3,000 
is to be applied yearly to this purpose, and 
the Taotai of Jéh-ho and a colonel con- 
nected with river works are to see that the 
money is spent to advantage. 

ARREARS IN LAND TAX COLLECTION. 


August 18th.—(1) The deficits in the 
collection of the land tax formed some 
time ago the subject of two Memorials from 
the Censor Liu En-p‘u, which were referred 
for the consideration of the Board of Re- 
venue. Acting upon the censor’s sugges- 
‘tions, the Board drew up a set of regulations 
jin 15 clauses, which, together with. five 
volumes of specimen forms of returns, were 
forwarded to all the provinces. The new 
rules were to take effect from the autumn 
collection of last year, and any explanations 
er modifications which they might require 
to suit local conditions were to be intro- 
duced by the provincial authorities and duly 
reported to the Board. The Viceroy at Can- 
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ton passed these documents on to the district 
officers in his jurisdiction, and he now sub- 
mits a report which the lieutenant-governor 
and the grain intendant have furnished 
him on the subject. From this it appears 
that, for various reasons the new arrange- 

ment cannot be introduced immediately. 

The state tenants area depraved class of 
men, and even the autumn collection finds 

them, as a rule, largely in arrears. Great 

confusion prevails in the land registers, 

and the case is still further complicated by 

the practice of sub-division, which affords 

a pretext for refusing to pay the tax. As 

a first step, an accurate return of the exist- 

ing deficits has been called for, and the 

prefects and departmental magistrates have 

been required to have the collection books 

produced and carefully examined. The 

Viceroy, remarking on this report, states 

that the land tax is the country’s main 

source of revenue, and adds that the re- 

moval of the abuses connected with its col- 

lection is the great essential for the adjust- 

ment of the national wealth. There is, 

however, difficulty in giving immediate 

effect to the board’s proposal, but its gradual 

adoption is feasible. The salt revenue 

furnishes an example of the success of 

gradual treatment. From 1855 it had been 

ina chronic state of arrear. A late Viceroy ‘ 
established the rule that it should be 

collected a month earlier each succeeding 

year, and the result was that in 1879 there 

was a return to the limit of time fixed by 

law. Last year when in charge of the 

governor’s department, the Memorialist in- 

troduced a similar system for the land tax 

collection, and this year the returns will go 

forward a month earlier than usual. By 

pursuing this course the collection will in 

five years’ time be brought within the period 

assigned by law. 


TRIBUTE OFFERING. 

(2) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
announces the receipt of a report from 
Huang Kuang-ta, Taotai of Kashgar, tothe 
effect that Sai-pi-té-ai-li-nan, the Head of 
the K‘an-chii-ti (Kunjut) tribe to the south 
of Sé-lé-k‘u-erh (Sirikul) had presented his 
annual tribute offering of an ounce and a 
half of gold dust and that he had in return 
received the prescribed donation of two rolls 
of satin. The gold dust has been forwarded 
to the Court of the Imperial Household. 


MANCHU GARRISON AT NANKING. 
August 19th.—{1) Since the year 1749 it 
has been the custom of the provinces to 
forward to the Board of War in Peking an 
annual return of the number of troops and 
horses attached to the Manchu garrisons 
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within their jurisdictions. The practice 
was discontinued at Nanking during the 
rebellion, and the old returns were all lost. 
It has recently, however, been revived 
under instructions from Peking, and the 
return for last year has now been forwarded 
by the governor-general. The fixed num- 
ber of horses for the use of the ofticers of 
the Manchu garrison is 495 ; 260 are ac- 
tually employed, and there is money in 
hand to buy 235 more. The troops number 
1,580 and their full complement af horses 
is 4,744. The number in the stables is 


1,584, but the cost of the remainder is | 


forthcoming when required. 


APPLICATION FORK RETENTION OF COLONEL 
TING HUA-JUNG IN KIANGSU. 


(2) The same writer requests that Colonel 
Ting Hua-jung, who is on the list for 
promotion to the rank of Brigadier-General, 
may be retained for service in Kiangsu. 
This officer, who is a native of Hunan, 
entered the army in 1857, and rose by suc- 


cesive steps to the rank of Lieutenant- ; 


In 1878 he went to Europe with ; ¢he 
| ottcers 


He returned to China | fraud may be cashiered and placed on 


Colonel. 
the Marquis Tséng, and visited England, 
France, and Russia. 
in 1885, and in the following year was raised 
to his present position. His travels abroad 
gave him a thorough insight into the work- 
ing of steamers, and to this he has since 
‘added, during his stay at Nanking, an 
intimate acquaintance with the winds, and 
tides, and shoals on the coast of Kiangsu. 
Hig retention in Kiangsu would prove of 
service at a moment when coast defence 
organisation is being placed on a proper 
footing.—Rescript : Let it be as requested ; 
the Board of War will take note. 
/ REWARDS FOR TRANSMITTING SUPPLIES 

X TO FORMOSA. 

/ August 20th.—In a previous Memorial 
“the Viceroy Li had furnished a list of 
officers’ names and of the rewards which he 
requested might be bestowed on them for 
their distinguished services in transmitting 
supplies to Formosa during the late war. 
The Board of Civil Office, to whom the list 
was referred, reported that the rewards 
intended for Sub-Prefect Hsii Shih-k‘ai 
and six other officers were greater than 
their services merited. The Viceroy Li 
now states that the hardships and dangers 
to which these officers were exposed were 
something very different to the duties 
which officials are ordinarily called upon to 
perform, and that there was nothing ex- 
cessively munificent in the promotions or 
marks of distinction which he had recom- 
mended to be bestowed. But the Board 
having refused its sanction, he, as in duty 
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bound, submits a fresh list for the Em- 
peror’s approval.—Referred by Rescript to 
the board. 


GOVERNOR OF ULIASUTAI RESUMES DUTY. 

August 21st.—(1) The Military Governor 
of Uliasutai, Tukar by name, reports the 
termination of the leave of absence granted 
to him for the purpose of enabling him to 
take a course of baths at some warm springs. 
His health is not re-established, but he 
hopes that by making strong efforts he will 
be able to carry on the duties of his office. 


PECULATION BY GOVERNMENT HERD-MASTERS 
IN SHENGSHING. 

(2) The Deputy Lieutenant-Governor at 
Chin-chou reports that he has found the 
officers in charge of one of the herds of 
government horses to be guilty of pecula- 
tion. Instead of retaining the horses 
in the enclosures for the portion of the 
year fixed by law, they had turned them 
out to graze for part of the time, and 
pocketed the allowance supplied to pur- 
chase corn and hay. He begs that two 
immediately concerned .in_ the 


their trial. Those of their subordinates 
who are implicated will be sent, after a 
preliminary examination, to the Board of 
Punishments at Moukden. In a second 
Menvorial the same ofticer requests that the 
two chief superintendents of the herds may 
be punished for not keeping a proper super- 
vision over the ofticers under their orders. 
It is stated in this Memorial that the govern- 
ment herds under the care of the Memoria- 
list consist of 11,757 mares and geldings. 


KIANGSI.—STOLEN MONEY MADE GOOD BY 
OFFICIALS IN CHARGE. 


August 22nd.—(1) It appears from a 
Memorial presented by the Governor of 
Kiangsi that some time ago Tis. 30,000 
were sent of by land from that province to 
Peking as a remittance to the Board of 
Admiralty. On the way through the Pro- 
vince of Anhui, Tls. 6,000 were stolen. 
The officer in charge of the treasure, an 
expectant magistrate, was retained on the 
spot to assist the local authortties in re-. 
covering the money ; and by their efforts 
Tis. 3,632.5.4 were got back. There thus 
remained a deficit of Tls. 2,367.4.6, which 
according to law had to be made good, 
one-half by Anhui and one-half by Kiang- 
si. The Anhui portion has already been 
transmitted to Peking by an officer of 
that province together with the original 
money and that which was recovered. 
The Kiangsi share of the loss, namely. 


| Is. 1,183.7.3, has to be borne, two-fifths 
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by the officer in charge of the treasure, 
and three-fifths by the superior officer 
who despatched him; and if the inferior 
officer is unable to raise the money, the 
superior must make good the whole. The 
latter, who is in this case the provincial 
treasurer, has already paid his share; and 
the remainder the Memorialist proposes to 
take temporarily from the provincial trea- 
sury, till it be known whether the officer 
liable can make it good or not. There is a 
wei-yuan about to start for Peking with a 
remittance on account of the lekin collection, 
and he will be entrusted with the charge 
of the above-mentioned Tls. 1,183.7.3 for 
the Board of Admiralty. 


OFFICER DISMISSED FOR INTEMPERANCE. 


(2) The Acting Military Governor of Ti 
presents a Memorial stating that the colonel 
of one of his Manchu _ battalions reports a 
captain named Koshingo for constant 
drunkenness and neglect of duty. Repeated 
warnings have been given to him, but he 
appears irreclaimable ; and the Memorialist 
therefore begs that he may be cashiered.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


REMITTANCE FROM HUAI-AN FOR IMPERIAL 
HOUSEHOLD. 

(3) The Superintendent of the Huai-an 

ustoms reports that he is remitting Tls. 
15,000 to Peking by bills of exchange. This 
sum.is one-half of the subsidy which the 
Custom-house under his charge has been 
ordered to furnish to the imperial House- 
hold from its receipts during the present 
year. The bills will be taken to Peking 
by one of his confidential servants, who 
will pay the money to the Household. He 
will forward the remainder of the subsidy 


in instalments as soon as he can collect 
funds, 


OVERFLOW OF YUNG-TING RIVER. 
August 28rd—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
that on the teh ob reer the Yung-ting, 
or Hun Ho, River overflowed its beaks # 
a point in the District of Tung-2™ creating 
a breach 400 fect in width. Li Hung- 
chang’s name is sent to the po 
nishments for the determinatioO? pian 
ty, and the other proposals iD. De 
are likewise approved. In a secon ra 
ue aie in charge of the Yung ting River, 
-chi-k‘uei, is ordered 9° 
appointment and come roa Peking ore ti 
Fed ri court. He is represen ter, 
ig-chang as is 
but not suited for heer on LS pateghens 
Uatoriness and want of experien®e ais 
ters of river engineering. 


Google 





ESCAPE OF WATER FROM PEI-HO. 


(2) Li Hung-chang reports that on the’ 
8th of August, the Pei-ho River carried 
away its banks for more than a thousand’ 
feet at a place called Pei-ssu Chuang, below . 
the new works at P‘ing-chia T‘uan in the 
Tungchow District, and that the chief body 
of water is running away to the eastward. 
The Decree directs that the taotai in charge 
be deprived of his button but retained at 
his post, and that steps be taken as may 
seem best to remedy the mischief. 


YELLOW RIVER. BREACH IN CHIHLI. 


(3) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the flooding of a part of Shantung by water 
from the Yellow River, which escaped . 
through at breach in the river bank in the 
Province of° Chihli. A Decree in reply to 
this Memorial has already been published 
in the Gazette of the 10th August. It ap- 
pears that the escaped water, being pre- 
vented by the Chin embankment from 
running northward, rushed into the Grand 
Canal and, overflowing on the opposite 
side, continued its course to the confines.of 
Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien, where its progross 
was arrested by the Yellow River embank- 
ments. The local authorities promptly 
took upon themselves to open a weir and 
cut a passage through a private dyke, by 
which means the flood was made to enter 
the river again. In the meantime a 
branch of the flood had followed the 
channel of the Grand Canal’ northward. 
This was disposed of by opening a 
lock and so admitting it into the T‘u- 
hai River. The first mentioned portion' 
of the water, that which was stopped at 
Ch‘ang-ch‘ing, flooded the southern part of 
the districts named Ch‘ih-p‘ing and Shu- 
ch‘eng. Charity is being distributed to the 
sufferers from the fund subscribed in the 
southern provinces. The Memorialist re- 
marks that nearly the same tract was inun- 
dated last year by water from a breach 
which occurred in the Province of Honan. 
In the upper part of the Yellow River, 
both in Chihli and Shantung, the special 
government works have been confined to 
the south bank, the people or local officials 
being left to deal with the north bank, 
where the nature of the country has render- 
ed inundations less likely to occur. But last 
year the Memorialist took the north bank, 
as far as Shantung is concerned, into his 
own hands. The danger of breaches up- 
stream is becoming steadily greater, and 
if the escaped water should ever break 
through thé Chin embankment and run into 
the Wei River the consequences would be 
most disastrous to the Province of Chihli. 
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PASSAGE OF GRAIN FLEET INTO CHIHLI. 

As previously reported by the Governor 
of Shantung, the grain fleets from northern 
and southern Kiangsu passed the Yellow 
River between the 7th and 11th of July. 
Reaching Lin-ch‘ing they were detained 
there by want of water till the 18th July, 
but by the 22nd they had all entered the 
Wei River. Between the 26th and the 
29th all the vessels, 955 in number, had 
passed out of the Shantung jurisdiction at 
Te-chou, closely followed by 233 cargo- 
boats from Hupei. 


HONOURS REQUESTED FOR THE RELATIVE OF 
A DALAI LAMA, 


August 24th.—(1) The Imperial Resi- 
dents in Tibet represent that an application 
has been forwarded to them through the 
Ti-mu Hutukhtu, who is the head of the 
treasury at Lhassa. The applicants are the 
relatives of the Dalai Lama in the eleventh 
transinigration. They beg that His Majesty 
will continue the title of Duke to the son 
of their elder brother Lang-chieh-peng, who 
died in 1883. The Memorialists state that 
they find honours of various kinds have 
frequently been bestowed upon relations of 
the Dalai Lamas ; and that in 1783 a duke- 
dom was confersed on Sonomutarhcha, 
the father of the Dalai Lama, and the 
dignity was continued to one of his sons 
and also to his grandson. But this was 
@ very extraordinary mark of favour 
granted on account of the zeal and energy 
which he displayed and the religous instruc- 
tion which he gave to the said Dalai Lama. 
But since then a dukedom has never been 
given to any relative of a Dalai Lama for 
three lives in succession. In the year 1831 
the father of the eleventh Dalai Lama re- 
ceived a dukedom, and in 1848 he was also 
are a button -of precious stone and a 

ouble-eyed peacock’s feather. Also when 
he died in 1870, his son, the Duke Lang- 
chieh-peng above mentioned, was allowed 
to succeed to the title. But it was provided 
that when he died the Imperial pleasure 
should again be taken as to the succession. 
‘The Memorialists accordingly have the 
honour to lay the case before the Emperor. 
—Referred to the Colonial Office. 
-PRECEPTOR APPOINTED FOR THE DALA] LAMA. 


(2) The same Memorialists state that 
when a new Dalai Lama child is enthroned, 
the councillors and abbots select from the 
Living Buddhas, known as Hutukhtus and 
Shaburangs, two saints who are skilled in 
«expounding the Sacred Law and are accep- 
‘table to the general public; after which 
-the Residents lay the names of those selec- 
-ted before the: Emperor and request his 
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sanction to their appointment to the :post 
of chief preceptors. In accordance with 
this rule, in the year 1879 the resident 
Sung-kuei recommended the name of the 
Hutukhtu A-wang Pan-tien-ch ‘ii-chi-chien- 
ts‘an, who had previously been duly selec- 
ted. Last year the said Hutukhtu returned 
to the grave, and now the Councillors and 
Abbots have chosen in his place the Acting 
head of the Treasury, the Timu Hutukhtu 
A-wang Lo-sang-ch‘eng-lo-la-p‘u-chieh, who 
is learned in expounding and agreeable to 
the people, and whose past conduct shows 
him worthy of the position. The Memori- 
alists therefore recommend his name to the 
Emperor.—Granted by Rescript. 


REQUESTS MADE ON BEHALF OF A 
RE-APPEARED SAINT, 


(3) The same Memorialists request the 
Emperor’s instructions with regard to a 
petition presented to them, through the 
head of the Tibetan Treasury, from the 
whole body of Lamas belonging to the Lo- 
cheng Ning-hsi Temple. It appears that 
the rank of the Lo-cheng chief priest was 
originally that of a Shaburang ; but in 1734, 
in consequence of the services of the then 
chief priest as preceptor tothe Dalai Lama, . 
the Emperor conferred on him the title of 
Ach‘i-t‘u Nomenhan. In 1853 the Nomen- 
han, I-hsi-ch‘u-ch‘eng-chia-lo-ts‘an, who was 
also state treasurer, was allowed to assume 
the title of A-ch‘i-t‘u Hutukhtu, and 
to re-appear as such in the flesh. At 
the same time the Lama who should 
be manager of the temple was to be 
styled Djassak Lama. In 1860 the said 

‘utukhtu received in addition the honorific 
title of ‘‘benevolent and able.” In 1862, 
however, a quarrel arose between his tem- 
ple and those of Galdan and Prebang con- 
cerning the distribution of alms. Instead 
of referring the case to the residents, the 
said Hutukhtu went off secretly to Peking, 
taking with him his State Treasurer’s seal 
of office, his intention being to appeal to 
the Imperial Government. But the Re- 
sident Man-ch‘ing presented a complaint 
against him, in consequence of which a 
Decree was issued stripping him of his rank. 
He was forbidden by it to appear again in the 
flesh, and he was required to surrender 
his A-ch‘i-t‘u Hutukhtu’s patent and 
seal and his yellow bridle. After his 


- death, a Memorial was presented on behalf 


of his followers by the Resident Sung-kuei 
in 1877, setting forth the injustice done to 
him, and praying that his innocence might 
be recognised. By a Decree in reply it was 
permitted that his re-embodiment should 
take place, and that the new saint should 
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have charge of the temple’s affairs, and that 
the honoritic title should be restored. .The 
priests of the temple therefore sought out 
young children, whose names they placed 
in an urn, and the lot fell upon one Rais 
sangihsilopu. In returning thanks for the 
Emperor’s favour thus shown the priests 
took the opportunity to prefer three ‘re- 
quests. They asked that the <A-ch‘i-t‘u 
Hutukhtw’s seal which had been taken away 
might be restored to the temple, that the 
re-appeared saint might be allowed to pre- 
sent tribute as before, and that the mana- 
ger of thetemple’s affairs might receive again 
the title of Djassak. The colonial office. 
to whom the case was referred, reported 
that in ordinary cases, when a saint returned 
to the grave, his seal should be kept fastened 
up in the temple till his re-embodiment 
reached maturity. When this was an- 
nounced to the colonial office and reported 
by it to the Throne, then the seal might be 
brought out again. But articles bestowed 
by the Emperor on a saint personally should 
never be used by his re-embodiment after 
transmigration. The present case, how- 
ever, was one where the saint had been 
degraded and then allowed by an act of 
grace to re-appear in the flesh. Under 
such circumstances, the seal could not be 
returned to the temple till the child was of 
age ; and then the Residents should repre- 
sent the matter to the Throne. As the 
young saint has now arrived at maturity, 
the Residents, in accordance with the ruling 
of the colonial office just quoted, have the 
honour to lay the requests of the priests 
before the Emperor. —Referred by Reseript 
to the Colonial Office. 


DISBANDING OF TROOPS IN KUANGSI. 


August 25th.—(1) The Commander-in- 
Chief and the Governor of Kuangsi report 
that the four battalions of troops were dis- 
banded at the end of the fourth month of 
this year. They had long before announced 
their intention to take this step, but were 
unable to accomplish it earlier on account of 
the state of the frontier. Before being dis- 
charged, cach man was given a sum of from 
Tls. 1.2 to Tis. 2.8, according to the dis- 
tance which he wonld travel to reach his 
home, in Yiinnan, Kueichow, Szechuen, or 
Hunan, as the case might be. In a sub- 
Memorial the governor reports the disband- 
ing, a month later, of two more battalions, 
one at Lung Chow and the other at Chen- 
an Fu. 

DISTURBANCES IN KUANGSI. 

(2) The Governor of Kuangsi reports a 
disturbance among the Yao aborigines in the 
Ch‘ing-yuan Prefecture. In the native Sub- 
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prefecture of Nan-tan there lived a man nam- 
ed LiShui-pao, who was accused by some one 
ofdeceiving and exciting thepeople by ieating 
and performing religious rites. The local 
sub-prefect therefore very needlessly col- 
lected a body of a thousand men belonging 
to the militia of the district and went with 
them to seize the supposed offender. But 
the sub-prefect having attempted to extort 
money from the people, they rose against 
him and his soldiers and drove him away. 
Li Shui-pao thereupon sent men, who killed 
several persons belonging to the family of 
his accuser. The sub-prefect then repre- 
sented that a rebellion had commenced and 
asked that troops might be sent to crush it. 
The Memorialist thought it better to re- 
move the sub-prefect from his post and put 
the matter into the hands of the Ch‘ing- 
yuan Prefect. The prefect was given the 
command of a body of troops who were to 
be used solely for preserving order, and 
was instructed to induce the rioters to dis- 
perse, merely seizing their leaders and any 
actual criminals. — Approved by Rescript. 


MURDER BY AN OFFICIAL AT FOOCHOW. 


August 26th.—(2) The Governor-General 
and the Governor at Foochow report the 
trial of a case of murder which attracted 
tue attention of the foreign newspapers at 
the time when it was committed. Wu Pao- 
t‘ai, an assistant sub-prefect, is the son of a 
Chen-t'ai named Wu‘Ch‘i-hsiin. The Chen- 
t‘ai, having left his post in obedience to a 
summons to come to Peking, was tem- 
porarily replaced by another officer Ts‘ai 
Kuo-hsi. Ts‘ai Kuo-hsi, on the eve of his 
birthday last December, invited Wu Pao- 
t‘ai to dine with him. The other guests, 
who were all officials, were Chang Ju-lan, 
Jao Huai-chung, and Lao Shao-t‘ien. The 
account of what took place afterward is, per- 
haps intentionally, not narrated very expli- 
citly. It is stated that after dinner Wu Pao- 
t‘ai wished Chang Ju-lan to play at ‘‘ morra” 
with him, but Chang Ju-lan declined on the 
grounds of having drunk too much wine. 
The. party then broke up, and the host 
retired to bed. Chang Ju-lan, Jao Huai- 
chung, and Lao Shao-t‘ien went to sit ina 
summer-house. Jao Huai-chung, being 
evercome with wine, fell down and was 
conducted away by the servants. Suddenly 
Wu Pao-t‘ai rushed upon the scene with a 
pistol. Lao Shao-t‘i2n and some: servants 
tried to restrain him, but as he insisted on 
firing, they cleared out of the way. He 
discharged one barrel, the bullet striking 
a wall, Chang Ju-lan then rolled up hig 
sleeves and rushed at Wu Pao-t‘ai, who 
fired another shot, which struck him in 


\ 


y 


Ava. 26—27.] 


133 





the throat and killed him almost immedi- 
ately. The memorialist, finds that Wu 
Pao-t‘ai shot Chang Ju-lan in a drunken 
quarrel, and is therefore guilty of deliberate 
murder. Though he gave himself up to 
justice, they cannot discover. any ex- 
tenuating circumstances, and they sen- 
tence him to decapitation after impri- 
sonment. They suggest that the board. 
should determine the punishment of the 
host, Ts‘ai Kuo-hsi, for not prevent- 
ing the results of the quarrel, and recom- 
mend that Wu Pao-t‘ai’s father, who had 
not returned to his post at the time, should 
be absolved from blame.—Referred by Re- 
script to the Board of War. 
REDUCTION OF TROOPS IN FUKIEN. 

(2) The high authorities in Fukien re- 
port that they have made reductions in the 
number of soldiers in the provincial forces. 
By discharging men from different batta- 
lions, the marine forces have been diminished 
by 265 men, and the land army by 1,034, 
total 1,299. The disbanded men are said to 
have received travelling money in addition 
to their pay, and officers have been ordered 
to see that they are sent under escort to 
their own homes. 

BRIGADE-GENERAL AT THE PESCADORES. 


August 27th._{1) A Decree.—Yang 


ef .. Ch‘ang-chiin having memorialised Us res- 


pecting the transfer of the Colonel at Hai- 
t‘an to the Pescadores, We hereby appoint 
Wu Sung-lo to the newly created post of 
Brigadier-General at the latter place. Let 
Wu Ch‘i-hsiin assume for the time being 
the acting appointment of Colonel at Hai- 


t‘an with claim for promotion to the rank. 


of Brigadier-General as soon as a vacancy 
occurs, 
FLOODS IN HUPEI. 
(2) The Governor of Hupei reports that 
there has been almost incessant rain in the 
rovince since the beginning of summer 
and that the districts on the banks of the 
Yangtze are all under water. Lo-t‘ien and 
Shih-shou are the two districts that have 
suffered most. In the former three villages 
have been completely swamped by torrents 
from the hills and for a distance of over 30 


. lithe country is covered with a deposit of 


sand and rubble. Six persons were drowned 
and more than 40 houses levelled to the 
und. -In the Shih-shou District, which 

ies very low and is entirely dependent upon 
embankments for its protection, the river 
rose several chang and deluged the surroun- 
ding country. Fortunately, the inhabitants 
had time to make good their escape, and 
though a number of houses were swept away, 
no lives were lost. The Memorialist has 
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allowed a sum of 4,000 strings of cash for 
the relief of the worst cases of suffering in 
the two districts in question. A general 
inspection of the damage done throughout 
the whole province will be made in the 
autumn, and remission of the land tax or 
postponement of its collection will be re- 
commended .wherever circumstances may 
warrant. 


HUPEI LAND TAX. REMITTANCE TO PEKING. 

(3) Of the Peking subsidy of T1s.7,000,000 
annually required from the provinces, the 
Hupei land revenue has to furnish during 
the present year a sum of Tls.450,000. 
Tils.40,000 of this have been assigned to 
defray military expenditure in the West, 
Tls.150,000 have been already forwarded 
in five instalments to Peking, and the 
Governor now reports the transmission of 
the sixth instalment of Tls.30,000. 


ALLEGED LEKIN ABUSES IN MANCHURIA. 


(4) The Military Governor of Kirin for- 
wards a report denying the truth of certain 
charges recently brought against the lekin 
collectorates in Manchuria. The Throne 
had been informed by some one whose 
name is not disclosed that vexatious pro- 
ceedings were associated with the collec- 
tion of lekin at Shuang-ch‘éng Pu and the 
city of Nung-an in Kirin, and at Hulan 
and other places in the Hei Lung Chiang. 
It was asserted that empty carts passing 
the first two places were obliged to pay 
alevy of from 10 to 20 strings of cash 
each, while on carts laden with merchan- 
dise exorbitant charges were made accord- 
ing to the quantity of the goods. If pay- 
ment was refused the carts were detain- 
ed and the drivers severely beaten. It was 
pointed out that the collection of ordinary 
duty upon oil, wine, wood, &c., was still in 
an experimental stage in Manchuria, and 
what, it was asked, would be the condition 
of the trader if, in addition to the regular 
levy, he was obliged to pay whatever lekin 
charges the cupidity of official harpies 
sought to impose? The levy of the experi- 
mental duties ought to be continued under 
fixed rules and the abolition of the lekin 
stations ought to be insisted on. A cop 
of the charges was sent to Kirin for pats 
remarks as the governor might wish to 
offer. The official reply explains that the . 
station at Shuang-ch‘éng was established 
in 1878 with a fixed annual assessment of 
12,000 strings of cash. The Ming-an col- 
lectorate dates from the same period and 
was assessed in the yearly contribution of 
3,500 strings of cash. The collection was 
entirely in the hands of. the merchants 


_ themselves, who levied from the purchasers 
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a tax of .07% calculated on the selling price 
of all goods coming from other provinces. 
The proceeds were handed direct to the 
authorities twice a year, and did not pass 
through the hands of the official under- 
lings. No tax was levied upon empty 
carts, and the allusions to the ill-treat- 
ment of carters and other harsh proceed- 
ings were based upon idle rumours. In 
corroboration of the official report a declara- 
tion is forwarded from the merchants 
entrusted with the collection. The Governor 
explains that Kirin is not a self-supporting 
province, its expenditure being still consi- 
derably in excess of its income. The 
deficit is annually supplied from some 
source indicated by the Board of Revenue 
and the sum of 200,000 strings of cash, 
which, in spite of uncertain seasons and 
depressed trade, the lekin collection still 
produces, furnishes some slight assistance 
in redressing the balance. For this reason 
the abolition of the lekin stations is 
undesirable. 

RE-BUILDING OF BARRACKS AT JEH-HO. 

(5) Last year a large portion of the bar- 
racks occupied by the Manchu troops at 
Jéh-ho was swept away by floods, and the 
lieutenant-governor received Imperial sanc- 
tion for their reconstruction. A sum of Tls. 
60,000 due since 1853 to Jéh-ho from the 
Treasury of Chihli was to be applied to the 
purpose, and prompt repayment was de- 
manded from Li Hung-chang by the Board 
of Revenue. In the meantime, it was estim- 
ated that the restoration of the buildings 
which numbered 1,408 chien would entail 
an expenditure of Tis. 49,729. It was not 
thought advisable to make a start with the 
work until the money was forthcoming. Li 
Hung-chang has since forwarded Tis. 20,000 
which is, however, far short of the amount 
required. It would have been more satis- 
factory to await the receipt of the whole 
amount, but unfortunately further delay is 
impossible. The rainy season has again 
arrived and the condition of the soldiers 
who are obliged to lie on the damp ground 
in the open air is miserable to a degree. 
A start is therefore being made with the 
money on hand, and an urgent request has 
been addressed to Li Hung-chang for the 
transmission of the balance. 

NATIVE CUSTOMS RECEIPTS AT FOOCHOW. 

(6) The fixed annual assessment of the 
Foochow Customs is Tls. 73,549.5.4.7 and 
there is a supplementary assessment of Tls. 
113,000, making a total liability of Tis. 
186,549.5.4.7. The amount collected for 
the half year ended: 7th May last was Tis. 
91,922.7.0.1. - 
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APPORTIONMENT OF FOREIGN OPIUM DUTIES. 

(7) The proceeds of the subscriptions for 
the purchase of official rank having proved 
insufficient to supply the subsidy allotted 
to the Northern Superintendent of Trade, 
the Board of Revenue has written a 
circular letter to the provinces intimat- 
ing that the deficiency is to be made 
good out of the import and lekin duties 
levied on foreign opium. Li Hung-chang 
also wrote a similar note to say that: the 
time had arrived for paying the balance due 
for the purchase of ships and guns, and that 
he was waiting for the arrival of the pro- 
vincial subsidies to enable him to remit the 
amount in sterling. The Superintendent 
of Customs at Foochow now reports that he 
has forwarded a sum of Tls.58,979.5.9.7.2 
being the joint contribution of the Customs 
at Foochow and Amoy. 


BLUNDER AT AN EXECUTION. 


August 28th.—(1) A Decree.—We have 
received a Memorial irom Pien Pao-ch‘uan 
stating that a prisoner condemned to 
strangulation at the Autumn Assizes was 
through some mistake decapitated, and re- 
questing that the officers charged with the 
execution of the sentence should be handed 
over to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. The statement is that a 
criminal, named Chang Yang-zu, under 
sentence of strangulation, was beheaded by 
the directions of a lieutenant and the Magis- 
trate of Lin-chang, and that the latter had 
tried to evade responsibility by giving a 
false version of the affair. The blundering 
recklessness which led to such a gross mis- 
take is beyond all possible justification, 
and the mere infliction of a penalty by the 
Board would be a very inadequate punish- 
ment. We command that the magistrate and 
lieutenant be both degraded, and that the 
whole case be thoroughly investigated by 
the new Governor of Honan, Ni Wén-wei. 
The occurrence took place in December last 
and it is only now that it is reported {to Us 
by Pien Pao-ch‘iian. For this dilatoriness 
let him be handed over to the Board for th 
determination of a penalty. : 


A WIDOW’S MATRIMONIAL TROUBLES. 

(2) Ming-an, a Gioro, who was-employed 
as an official writer in the Board of Punish- 
ments at Moukden, lost his wife inthe Spri 
of last year, and having no one to | 
after his household, asked two friends to 
use their good offices in procuring him a 
second wife. The friends heard of a widow 
lady named Ch‘in who had no family. by 
her first marriage and who was anxious to 
contract a second one. They accordingly 
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commissioned a woman to make a proposal 
of marriage to the widow, which was 
accepted. [It was arranged that the wedding 
was to take place late in the Autumn. The 
lady owned some house property and had 
money out at interest, the deeds and papers 
of which were made out in the name of her 
late husband. As she could not take them 
to her new home in this state, she made 
a sham transfer of the houses to her future 
husband and placed in his safe-keeping a 
debit note for 1,500 tiao as well as clothing, 
ornaments, and other articles of value. She 
also lent him 1,100 tiao, which he was to 
repay, but never did. He collected and spent 
the rent of the houses and the interest on the 
loans, and suspecting that he only wanted 
her money and not herself, she broke off 
the engagement and demanded the return 
of her papers and valuables. Meeting with 
a refusal, she brought an action against 
him for their recovery, and finally gained 
her suit. By his conduct in taking advant- 
age of his position to swindle a widow 
under pretence of marrying her, Ming-an 
has, it is considered, brought a stain upon 
the honour of the service. and it is sug- 
gested that he should be stripped of his 
rank. Rescript: Let Ming-an be degraded 
as requested. 
CAPTURE OF ROBBERS. 


August 29th.—(1) Imperial Decree.—In 
a. Memorial which We recently received, 
Fu-k‘un and his colleagues report the ap- 
prehension of some notorious robbers, and 
request the bestowal of marks of distinction 
upon the officers by whose exertions the 
capture was made. Robberies of a glaring 
nature’ have been of frequent occurrence 
lately in the neighbourhood of Peking, and 
Fu-k‘un’s staff has done good service in 
arresting quite a number of disbanded 
soldiers who have been engaged in maraud- 
ing and salt smuggling. As a reward for 
past, conduct and a stimulus to future exer- 
tion, We authorise the bestowal upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wang Shan-k‘uan and 
others of the rewards solicited. 


RETURN OF TROOPS IN CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

Ausgust 30th.—(1) Liu Chin-t‘ang, the 
Governor of Chinese Turkestan, reports the 
number of troops under his command during 
the last half of the year 1886. As previ- 
ously reported, during the first half of the 
ord the troops, horse and foot, under the 

emorialist’s orders, including those com- 
manded by the General-in-Chief at Urum- 
tei, numbered 64 battalions and banners, 
three companies of mortars, five companies 
of cavalry, and the men employed on the 
road stations. The numbers during the 
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period under review were 63 battalions, 
five cavalry corps, and three companies of 
mortars, making a total of 19,883 officers 
and men, besides 100 supernumerary officers 
belonging to battalions or companies and 
8,219 camp followers. 


SUPPLY OF FUNDS FOR YELLOW RIVER WORKS, 


(2) The Board of Revenue recently wrote 
to the acting Governor of Kiangsi intimat- 
ing the arrangement that had been made 
for providing the funds required-in connec- 
tion with the Yellow River works in Shan- 
tung. To meet the expenditure in question, 
the Shantung Government had been em- 
powered to retain a sum of Tis. 315,000 of 
the subsidy due to Peking from the land, 
salt, and Customs revenue of the province. 
In view of the heavy disbursements which 
the board has been called upon to make 
in recent years, the following expedient 
was devised for making good the above 
amount. In former before the 
commutation of the land tax and the 
modification of the grain transport service, 
there were sundry levies in several pro- 
vinces in connection with the collection and 
remittance of the land revenue, and these 
have in the majority of cases neither been 
abolished nor reduced in amount. The 
retention of the Peking subsidy in Shan- 
tung has been sanctioned to meet a critical 
emergency, and the grain intendants of the 
provinces referred to above are earnestly 
urged to make up and forward to Peking 
the amount so retained from such items of 
taxation as are no longer turned to profit- 
able account. The contribution which the 
board claimed from Kiangsi for this pur- 
pose was T]s. 40,000, and of this Tls. 30,000 
had been already remitted. In forwarding 
the remainder, the acting governor, while 
admitting the necessity of the case, denies, 
on the authority of the grain intendant, 
the contention that Kiangsi has any such 
sources of income as those to which the 
board refers. The commutation of the 
land tax took place over thirty years ago, 
and all the extra taxes connected with its 
levy in kind have either been abolished, 
reduced, or amalgamated with the public 
expenditure. 

CHARGE AGAINST A POLICE MAGISTRATE. 

August 3lst.—The wife of a member of 
the Imperial Clan lately complained to the 
censor in charge of the northern division 
of the city that she was refused the right 
of redeeming certain articles which she 
had pledged with the T‘ai-yiian pawn- 
shop. Enquiries were made, in the course 
of which it was discovered that the woman 
had been making use of a forged ticket to 


defraud the shop, and that her action had 
been supported by a member of the police 
force. As the prosecution of the case did 
not fall within the province of the Cen- 
sorate, the man was handed over to the 
Police Magistrate of the district, to be sent 
on for trial to the Board of Punishments, 


and the woman was to be dealt with by the. 


Imperial Clan Court. On the day after this 
decision was taken, the Censorate received, 
to its great surprise, a report from the 
magistrate to the effect that the policeman 
had made his escape and could nowhere be 
found. Pressure was brought to bear upon 
the magistrate, and a few days later he 
reported that the delinquent had pvison- 
ed himself with opium. The conduct 
of the magistrate throughout is charac- 
terised as showing utter carelessness in 
the discharge of his duty and _ great 
laxity in the supervision of his subordi- 
nates and it is suggested that the Board of 
Punishments should be authorised to take 
cognisance of his offence. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FROM KUANGSI FOR RELIEF 
OF DISTRESS IN SHANTUNG AND CHIHLI. 


(2) Last year the committee formed at 
Shanghai to raise funds for the relief of 
the distress in Shantung sent their sub- 
scription lists to the Governor of Kuangsi 
through the Viceroy at Canton. The latter, 
in forwarding them to their destination, re- 
minded the governor that the Shanghai gen- 
try had in a former year responded liber- 
ally to an appeal for succour from Kuangsi, 
and that a sense of gratitude for past 
favours ought to secure the present applica- 
tion a hearty support. Through the exer- 
tions of the Governor and the executive of 
Kuangsi, a sum of Tis. 10,000 was promptly 
raised. Soon afterwards another appeal 
was received from the same committee on 
behalf of Chihli, and this elicited subscrip- 
tions to the extent of Tls. 3,000. Both 
sums were forwarded to their destination 
through the Taotai of Shanghai. 


STORM IN KUANGSI. : 


(3) On the 17th of April last the Ling- 
yin District in Kuangsi was visited with a 
violent hail storm, which did great damage 
to life and property. Seventeen persons 
were killed or injured, and a large num- 
ber of houses were blown down. The 
local authorities subscribed a few hundred 
taels to relieve the sufferers, but as this 
has proved inadequate to meet the case 
the treasurer has been empowered to spend 
Tis. 500 or Tis. 600 more to complete the 
work of relief. Considerable damage was 
done to the standing crops, and as soon as 
an estimate of this has ids formed, pro- 
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posals will be made respecting the remission 
or the postponement of the land tax collec 
tion in the afflicted districts. : 


AN OFFICIAL DEFAULTER. 

September 1st.—(1) A Decree. Tan 
Chiin-p‘ei has Memorialised Us with re- 
ference to the defalcation of a salt inspector, 
and has asked that the defaulter may be 
imprisoned and obliged to disgorge, and 
that his chief, the salt intendant, may 
be degraded. Hsiao P‘ei-chi, the inspec- 
tor in question, was denounced some- 
time ago by Ts‘én Yii-ying, and though 
pressure has been brought to bear upon 
him to recover the amount of his in- 
debteness, a sum of Tls. 90,000 still remains 
unpaid. We hereby sanction his imprison- 
ment and the confiscation of his property, 
and We command that a careful search be 
made both at his present residence and the 
various places where he held office, to dis- 
cover any money or means he may be 
possessed of. Chung Nien-tsu, who held 
office for eight years as Salt Intendant, and 


_ failed to denounce the peculation that was 


going on uuder his eyes, can scarcely be 
acquitted of conniving at the abuses of his 
subordinate. It appears from the Memorial 
now under acknowledgment that he lately 
made an application for audience, and that 
he has now gone back to his native place. 
Let him be temporarily stripped of his 
rank, and let the Governor of Chékiang 
direct him to go back without delay to 
Yiinnan to settle up these outstanding 
items. 


SUPPLY OF COIR FOR PEKING. 


(2) The Board of Revenue lately sent a 
requisition to the Governor-General at 
Nanking for 200,000 catties of coir, which 
was shortly afterwards followed by a further 
order for 450,000 catties of the same 
material. 50,000 catties of the first requi- 
sition have already been sent, and a further 
instalment of the same amount is now being 
forwarded. The regulation price is three 
candareens a catty, but this bang insuffi- 
cient to cover the cost, a sum of Tls. 2,600 
has been appropriated from the waste allow- 
ance fund to make up the difference between 
the government and the market rates. 


CHARITABLE DONATION. 

(3) Tai Hung-t‘zu, the Literary Chancel- 
lor of Yiinnan, has written to the Governor- 
General to say that, in compliance with a 
request of his late father, he wished to 
subscribe Tis. 1,000, to a Charity Institu- 
tion in the capital of the province. The 
Chancellor’s, father who held the rank of 
Superintendent of the Imperial Banqueting 
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Court, was a man who was untiring in his 
devotion to good works, and who earnestly 
urged his children to follow his example. 
The institution to which the subscription is 
offered is an asylum for aged and poor 
people, and is sorely in need of support, 
as the number of applicants is in excess of 
the funds at its disposal. The Governor- 
General, in reporting the donation, suggests 
that sanction should be given for the erec- 
tion, at his native place, of an honorary 
portal in memory of the donor's father, 
with a tablet bearing the following inscrip- 
tion :—*‘ He delighted in charity and loved 
to do good.” 


WORSHIP AT THE GRAVE OF YU THE GREAT. 

September 2nd.—(1) The acting Tartar 
General at Hangchow reports the comple- 
tion of the ceremonial observances as the 
grave of the Emperor Yii, of the Hsia 
Dynasty (2205 B.C.) Having been appointed 
by Imperial Decree to conduct the cere- 
mony in question, he received on the 22nd 


July an express from the Board of War : 


transmitting the form of prayer, the incense, 
and silk offerings issued by the Board of 
Ceremonies for use on the occasion. He 
started from Hangchow on the 5th of 
August, carrying his oflicial seal with him, 
and proceeded to Shao-hsing, where, on an 
auspicious day selected for the purpose, he 
reverently repaired to the grave and per- 
formed the ceremony. 


A DEVOTED YOUNG LADY. 


(2) The Governor of Hunan submits an 
application for the bestowal of an honorary 
patent which he has received from a de- 
putation from the Ch‘ing-ch‘iian District. 
The young lady on whose behalf the re- 





quest is made, is the second daughter of ; 


Wang Chih-ch‘un, lately Taotai in Hainan 
and now Grain Intendant at Canton. Since 
her childhood she has been devoted to 


her books, and is imbued with high ideas 


of duty. She was engaged to a student 
named Téng, and the day for pledging the 
wedding cuphadbeen fixed. Téng, however, 
fell ill of consumption and died two years 
ago when passing through Canton. On 
hearing of the event, the girl gave away to 
violent grief, which nearly cost her her life. 
Her mother reproved her and rescued her 
from death by impressing upon her the duty 
of bringing up a child to continue the suc- 
cession to her husband. She went to Can- 
ton to invite her husband’s spirit to return, 
and to offer oblations to his memory. On 
her return from the South last year, she 


asked permission to become a member of | 


her husband’s family, but as his father aud 
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mother were dead and none of his brothers 
married, she was obliged to wait until some 
of the latter married and there was male 
issue which she could adopt to continue the 
line of succession. She is now 24, fully 
resolved to lead a single life, and a rare 
example of her sex. The governor ex- 
presses his sympathy with a girl of a dis- 
tinguished family in being so suddenly de- 
prived of the Light of her existence. Hers, 
he remarks, is not a case of merely remain- 
ing unmarried for the ten years prescribed 
by the Yi-ching, but, in the language of 
the Odes, she ‘thas vowed that till death 
she will have no other.” 


OVERFLOWING OF YUNG-TING AND PEIHO 
RIVERS. 

September 3rd.—({1) The Viceroy Li pre- 
sents two Memorials concerning the over- 
flowing of the Yung-ting (Hun Ho) and 
Peiho rivers. The Decrees in replies to 
these Memorials were published in the 
the Gazette of 23rd August. The Viceroy 
states that, in addition to the rain which 
fell locally, an unusually large quantity of 
water came down from Mongolia ; and 
before the Yung-ting river burst its banks, 
it had risen as much as nineteen and a half 
feet. The river bed has been raised to a 
great height by the deposit of silt, and the 
banks are only sand and earth. He thinks 
the sole plan which would be of permanent 
use would be to make a new channel for 
the river and construct proper embank- 
ments. But this is impossible, both because 
of the vast expense and because it would be 
unpopular with the people of the district. 
Nothing therefore can be done except to 
dredge the river and strengthen the banks 
as much as funds will allow. In the early 
spring of this year a channel formed itself 
at a place where there was no embankment, 
by which the water of the Yung-ting river 
ran into the Ch‘ing Ho. The Memorialist 
then proposed to wait till after the summer 
to decide whether this channel should be 
retained or not. At the present moment 
it has become dry land again, owing 
to the water,s escaping through the breach 
made this summer, which his higher up 
stream. It is the intention of the Memv- 
rialist to despatch ofticers of experience 
to the spot, to decide as to the best 
means of closing the new beach and at the 
same time to take into consideration the 
question of retaining the Ch ‘ing Ho channel. 
Wita regard to the Peiho the Memorialist 
says that in the summer of last year the 
bank gave way at P‘ing-chia Tuan near 
T‘ungchow, and the water ran away into 
into the Chien-kan River, which flows past 
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Pao-ti Hsien (and thence into the sea at 
Pei-t‘ang). This year a similar misfortune 
occurred in the same neighbourhood, and 
70 or 80 per cent. of the Peiho water is 
again running into the Chien-kan rivrr. It 
is very diflicult to guard against mishaps of 


this kind, as the ground slopes down from | 


the Peiho to the Chien-kan river. Orders 
have been given to strengthen the banks at 
either end of the breach, soas to prevent 
its widening, and as soon as the river be- 
gins to fall steps will be taken to close the 


opening. 


YELLOW RIVER. BREACH IN CHIHLI. 
(2) The same Memorialist acknowledges 
the the receipt of an Imperial Decree 
directing his attention to a Memorial by 


the Governor of Shautung, who states that | 


portions of Shantung have been flooded by 
water which escaped from the Yellow River 
in the District of K‘ai Chouin Chihli. He 
remarks, in reply, that in the neighbour- 
hood of K‘ai Chou and the adjacent districts 
the real bank of the Yollow river is the 
Chin embankment. This wall is situated 
at a considerable distance from the channel 
in which the stream flows during the dry 
season ; and the space between the two is 
intended to be given up to the river and 
covered with water during the violence 
of the suumer floods. But the people of 
the country are unwilling to yield this strip 
of land to the river, and have made farms 
and fields there, which they protect by 
embankments of their own. These struc- 
tures are slightly built and only keep out 


. 1 
the water in years when there are no great | 


freshets, giving way whenever there is a 
great strain. When the water subsides the 
farmers till their land again and still secure 
an autumn crop. The Memorialist was 
informed last winter by the Governor of 
Shantung that there were tracts in this 
neighbourhood not dyked, and he gave 
orders to the local authorities to furnish 
funds to the people and let tham undertake 
the work. The Memorialist has received no 
news yet from K‘ai Chou concerning the 
inundation. He supposes that as the breach 
occurred in a private and not in a govern- 
ment embankment the magistrate was 
waiting, according to previous practice, till 
he could give a complete account of all the 
facts of the case. The magistrate has, 
however, delayed so Iong in furnishing a 
report, that the Memorialist suggests he 
should be deprived of his button but 
retained at his post.—Approved by Res- 
cript. (For the Decree and Memorial 
referred to see Gazette of August 10th and 
23rd) 
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REMITTANCE TO PEKING FROM SHANGHAI 
CUSTOMS. 


(3) The Governor of Kiangsu repo: 
he is remitting to Peking by bills steeiaes 
& sum of Tls. 50,000, This is the second 
lustalment of the Ts. 150,000 which the 
Shan ghai Foreign Custom-house was orderd 
to furnish as its share of the contributions 
which were to be forwarded in advance this 


year from the provinces for th 
e use of 
Central Government, i 


SHANSI. RIoT ON ACCOUNT OF OPIUM LEKIN, 


September 4th.—(1) The Governor of 


Shansi reports that the Yamén of the 


Magistrate of Yuan-ch‘i Hsien was re- 
cently invaded 





| persed on the arrival of a 


; causing any trouble, 
officers to discover and ar. 


; by a number of ri 
who objected to the collection of Tein 
On native opium. The magistrate came 
out to restore order, but was assaulted 
and beaten by the mob, which only dis- 
bod 

The people of Yuan-ch ‘i have a Aled ef 
tion, and frequently create disturbances in 
Conjunction with disorderly “persons who 
come from across the Honan frontier, and 
it will be necessary to make a severe ex- 


ample of some of them in order to prevent 


1 occurrences in the fnture., 
still the Memorialist thinks thas se 
Magistrate cannot escape blame, as the 


regulations for taxing native opium, ag 
approved by the Board of Revenue. ha 
een in force i iiaee 


1 re i 
cipal offenders, and at the pie ee 


to find out if the Magistrate h, 
guilty of exacting money illegally. wren 
this has been done he Proposes to hold Ae 








enquiry into the whole affair at th i 
cial capital, pending which the Maniacs 
will be withdrawn from his post and de- 


prived of his button,— 
a on.—Approved by Res- 


RE-BUILDING AN IRON BRIDGE IN YUNNAN 
(2) The Viceroy of Yiinnan reports that 
a acne rae in — Chao-t‘ung Prefecture 
as been destroyed, the buttre: i 
end having been washed away by . phe 


He proposes to have it re-byilny: 
a nee Ven re-built higher up 


is much firmer, 


Memorialist Proposes to 

the public funds, He Eat ates aaa 
doing, because the bridge is on an i ee 
road, used both for ordinary wis aa 
the conveyance of copper to Peking. Te 
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trade along it be stopped the lekin revenue 
will certainly suffer.— Approved by Rescript. 

September 5th.—[No document of in- 
terest. | 


CHARGES AGAINST THE GOVERNOR OF HUNAN. 


September 6th.—(1) A short time ago 
En-ch‘eng and another Commissioner were 
despatched to Hunan tu enquire privately 
into the conduct of Pien Pao-ti, the 
Governor of that province, who had 
been accused by several censors at Peking 
of serious misbehaviour. Besides bringing 
certain specific charges against him the 
censors declared him to be idle, corrupt, 
proud, violent and unfair. The com- 
missioners, as it appears from the Decree 
now issued, declare the the impeachment of 
the governor and of the commander-in- 
chief, who had also been denounced, to be 
altogether without foundation. They re- 
commend, however, the infliction of light 
penalties on one or two minor ofticials, with 
whose administration they are not satisfied. 
The Emperor approves the report of the 
commissioners, with the addition that he 
orders certain fees on landing salt to be 
no longer collected. He also desires the 
governor to pay particular attention to the 
protection of the people against robbers 
and banditti, on account of the number of 
disbanded soldiers about, who have no 
regular employment and are likely to 
coalesce for improper purposes with the 
members of unlawful societies and other 
bad characters. 

THE VICEROY AT NANKING VISITS PEKING. 

(2) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, Viceroy at Nan- 
king and Minister Superintendent of For- 
eign Trade, applies for permission to come 
to Peking to pay his respects to the Empe- 
ror. Yii-lu, Viceroy of Hupei and Hunan, 
is ordered to act in the place of Tséng Kuv- 
ch‘iian during his absence. 


WATER SUPPLY FOR GRAND CANAL. 


(3) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River requests permissiun to spend Tls. 
1,300 in constructing a dam to raise the 
water in the Wei-shan Lake, which is the 
principal source of the water supply for 
a long stretch of the Grand Canal in Shan- 
tung and Kiangsu. It is the rule that the 
water in this lake should be made to rise 
to the height of fifteen feet, and in years 
when there there is not a heavy rainfall it 
is the custom to build adam to intercept 
the flow. This was done last year, and 
consequently the grain tieet was enabled to 
effect its passage successfully during the 
present summer. The dam can be con- 
structed and suflicient water headed up 
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before the return of the empty grain boats 
from the North, so that their transit will 
not be impeded. The Memorialist will send 
information of what is being done to the 
high authorities of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, in order that they may give direc- 
tions that boats travelling on public service 
shall make a circuit instead of trying to 
pass the place where the dam is being con- 
structed. The public will also be notified by 
the posting of proclamations. The Memoria- 
list states also that he is in consultation 
with the Directors-General of the Grain 
Transport as to whether it would be ad- 
visable to construct an additional reservoir 
for storing water somewhere in Kiangsu, 
or to take means for improving the present 


system so as to prevent all loss of the water. 


collected and make it sufficient for the wants 
of the canal.—Approved by Rescript. 


FOOCHOW. REMITTANCES TO PEKING. 


(4) The Viceroy at Foochow was required 
last year to send to Peking a subsidy of 
Tls. 200,000 from the land tax of the pro- 
vince ; and this year he is required to supply 
from the duty on tea, Tls. 50,000 for the 
Imperial Household, Tls. 200,000 for the 
Board of Revenue, and Tis. 5,000 per 
month for the Banner Organisation. He 
is remitting sums on these various accounts 
by means of bills of exchange, having ex- 
plained previously that the want of silver 
in Foochow makes it impossible for him to 
send bullion, in spite of the Board of 
Revenue’s desire that the latter plan be 
adopted. The givers of the bills of ex- 
change will not be paid till after the bills 
have been cashed in Peking. 


A MURDER CASE IN ILI. 


September 7th.—(1) The Governor of 
Turkestan reports the sentence passed by 
him in a case of homicide. The criminal 
was a young Mohammedan from Kansu, 
Ma Mai-erh by name and twenty-one years 
of age. The man whom he murdered, Ma 
San-niu, was about fifteen years his senior 
and belonged to the same religion. The 
younger man was employed by the elder to 
help on his farm, and the two lived to- 
gether on perfectly friendly terms. One 
night however, last year, Ma San-niu tried 
to ill-treat his assistant, who would not 
submit and ran out of the house crying. A 
neighbour came out to see what was the 
matter and found the elder man trying to 
drag the younger into the house by his 
hair. The neighbour was not informed 
what was the cause of the trouble, and 
advised Ma Mai-erh to go back. Ma San- 
niu inashort time began to assault Ma Mai- 
erh again, and threatened, if he resisted, 
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to tell false stories about him to every- 
body, so that he could never afterwards 
look any one in the face. The young man, 
instead of going to rest, remained brooding 
over his troubles, and finally, in an access 
of rage, attacked his sleeping persecutor, 
first with a stone used asa pillow, and then 
with a fire shovel. The neighbours, hear- 
ing a noise, came in, but were too late to 
save Ma San-niu, who soon expired. Ma 
Mai-erh immediately gave himself up to 
justice. The Memorialist finds that in 
such cases, if a man of sixteen or over kills 
in self defence another man ten years or 
more his senior, no matter whether he do 
so at the moment of the outrage or not, the 
sentence required by law is that of stran- 
gulation. He therefore condemns the cri- 
minal to this punishment after the usual 
period of imprisonment.—Referred by Re- 
script to the Board. 


SUFFOCATING A MAN BY TYING HIM UP. 


(2) The Governor of Turkestan reports 
the trial of certain persons concerned in 
causing the death of a man by suffocation. 
Li Hung-chien and Li Ch‘ang-sheng were 
two Szechuen men living in Turkestan. Su 
Chan-yuan whose death they caused was an 
acquaintance of theirs with whom they 
were on friendly terms. One day he was 
passing their door, when he inet a man 
named Ho Yii-lung, who asked him to pay 
a debt that he owed. High words passed, 
and a scuffle commenced, in which Su Chan- 
yuan drew a knife and stabbed his creditor 
and another man who came to separate 
them, so severely that they both dropped 
on the ground. Li Hung-chien came 
out and told two other persons, Ch‘en 
Chan-piao and Teng Mu-chiang to arrest 
Su Chan-yuan and tie him to a post till 
the authorities could be informed. After- 
wards Li Ch‘ang-sheng came up, and seeing 
that the prisoner’s hands had_ got loose, 
went into the house and told Li Hung-chien 
that he was afraid the man would escape. 
Li Hung-chien therefore told him to go out 
and tie him more securely. Li Ch‘ang-shen 
did as he was bid, making use both of cords 
and of the prisoner’s pig-tail, and finally 
wetted the cords with cold water, in order 
to tighten them. The consequence was that 
Su Chan-yuan was suffocated. In order to 
escape the responsibility of the act Li Hnng- 
chien stabbed the corpse in the stomach so 
as to make the case appear one of suicide. 
The Memorialist finds that the punishment 
for tying a man up soas to cause his death is 
strangulation, and that the man who orders 
the act is the principal, while he who per- 
forms it is punished one degree more light- 
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ly. Again, that for mutilating a corpse is 
banishment and a hundred blows, while 
that for merely wounding one, is one degree 
less. Leaving out of sight the lesser offence 
of wounding the body, the Memorialist 
condemns Li Hung-chien to strangulation 
after imprisonment, and Li Ch‘ang-shen to 
banishment and a hundred blows. Li 
Hung-chien has put in a plea that he is the 
only son of aged parents, which will be 
investigated by the proper authorities. 
Ch‘en Chan-piao and Teng Mu-chiang, who 
originally tied up the deceased, are sen- 
tenced each to receive a hundred blows.— 
Referred to the board. 


A NEW TAOTAISHIP IN YUNNAN. 


Septeinber 8th.—(1) A Decree announces 
the creation of a new Taotaiship in Yiinnan, 
comprising the three Prefectures of Lin-an, 
K‘ai-hua and Kuang-nan, and appoints 
T‘ang Shou-ming to fill the post. 


MURDER OF AN UNCLE BY AN OFFICER, 


September 9th.—(1) The Governor of 
Honan reports the trial of an officer in the 
army for the murder of his uncle. The 
criminal, whose name is Chang Hung-k‘uei, 
is a native of Shanghai. In the year 1861 
he purchased the Degree of Licentiate, 
after which he joined the Honan army in 
Kansu. He took part in the re-capture of 
Sining, Urumtsi, Manas, and other places, 
and was promoted for his services to 
the rank of major. Being so far from 
home he failed to keep up correspond- 
ence with his family. Between the years 
1867 and 1869 his mother and brothers and 
sisters all died in Honan Fu, where they 
were staying, aud were buried by his uncle 
Chang Shou-sung. In 1885 Major Chang 
came to Peking with Chang Yao’s army, 
and in the next year obtained leave of 
absence and went off to Honan to his rela- 
tions. He succeeded in finding his uncle, 
and they agreed to visit his mother’s grave 
together. Arriving on the way at K‘ai- 
feng Fu they took a room at an inn. While 
there the uncle asked the nephew to show 
him his commission as an officer. The 
nephew pulled out the first papers that 
came to hand, which happened to be his 
warrants for promotion as sergeant and 
sub-lieutenant. The uncle, on seeing them, 
thought that the nephew had falsely assumed 
the rank of major and abused him roundly 
as an impostor. At the same time he acci- 
dently tore the warrants. The nephew 
expostulated angrily and endeavoured to 
recover possession of the papers by force. 
The uncle seized a spear head and thrust 
at the nephew, who grasped hold of the 
weapon, upon which the other bit his hand. 
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The nephew, in spite of this, secured pos- 
session of the weapon ; but the uncle seized 
his tail, threw him, and pommelled him 
while on the ground. The nephew in self- 
defence made several thrusts upwards, one 
of which took effect and killed his uncle. 
The murderer, having been cashiered and 
brought to trial, made no attempt to deny 
any of the facts. The Memorialist finds 
that decapitation is the penalty for the 
murder of an uncle by his nephew in a 
brawl, and has therefore sentenced Chang 
Hung-k‘uei to be executed immediately.~- 
Referred to the Board for their considera- 
tion without delay. 


BLUNDER AT AN EXECUTION. 


(2) In this Memorial (the Decree in reply 
to which was published in the Gazette of 
the 28th August) the late Governor of 
Honan reports that a prisoner condemned 
to strangulation was by mistake decapitated 
instead. The magistrate under whose 
superintendence the punishment was in- 
flicted at first reported that the error 
occurred because the soldiers employed as 
executioners were drunk; but he after- 
wards stated in a despatch that he found 
they had acted by the direct orders of the 
sub-lieutenant who commanded them. The 
governor therefore held an enquiry into the 
conduct of the sub-lieutenant, but found that 
the charge against him was unfounded, and 
that the mistake occurred as originally 
described. 


LITERARY EXAMINATIONS AT NANKING. 
APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL EXAMINERS. 

September 10th.—(1) The Governor- 
General at Nanking was lately asked to 
report upon a proposal for holding several 
inatead of one examination for the degree 
of Provincial Graduate, and in expressing 
an opinion adverse to the change, he sug- 
gested, as an alternative remedy, the ap- 
pointment of additional associate examiners. 
A Censor now takes up the question and 
advocates the appointment of an extra 
assistant examiner as being more suitable 
to the requirements of the case. The asso- 
ciate examiners, the Censor states, have a 
“ comparatively easy task to perform, as 
they are only charged with the perusal of 
an allotted portion of the essays, while the 
chief and assistant examiners have to go 
through all the essays, whether selected or 
rejected, and are obliged to give careful 
consideration to the merits of each before 
arriving at a conclusion. By the examina- 
tion rules as originally fixed, a chief and 
assistant examiner were assigned to each 
province, but the number of associate ex- 
aminers varied considerably, reaching its 
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maximum at Peking and Nanking, at each 
of which places there were eighteen. The 
number is so large at Peking because it is 
the seat of government, and at Nanking 
it was increased to provide for the enor- 
mous attendance of graduates in such a 
great literary centre. From 1780 to 1864 
the number of chief and assistant examiners 
at the metropolitan examinations was 
always three and sometimes four, and since 
the latter year it has invariably been four. 
The increase, no doubt arose from the 
necessity for providing a staff sufficient to 
do justice to the papers of an additional 
number of students. As the number of 
candidates at Nanking is considerably in 
excess of that at Peking and the staff of 
examiners has not been strengthened, it is 
more than probable that the examinations 
at the former place are conducted with less 
stringency and completeness than those at 
the latter. In 1875, Ch‘ung Hou, at that 
time Vice-President of the Board of War, 
asked that eight provinces, including 
Kiangnan and Chékiang, should each be 
provided with an additional examiner. 
His application was based upon the fact 
that additional examinations had.to be 
held to make up for those that were 
suspended during the rebellion, and it laid 
no stress upon the circumstance that Nank- 
ing combined the examinations of two pro- 
vinces, Kiangsu and Anhui. The request 
was refused on the ground that though the 
number of successful candidates was in- 
creased the number of those examined re- 
mained the same as before. At present not 
less than 20,000 students present them- 
seives for examination at Nanking. Taking 
the number of places as a basis of calcul- 
ation, the number of candidates ought to 
be 12,500. In 1875, however, it was held 
that a strict adherence to the old regu- 
lations for sending forward a fixed number 
of candidates would result in wholesale 
rejection and disappointment, and the chan- 
cellor was authorised to submit as many 
names as the literary standing of the dis- 
trict seemed to warrant, only cutting down 
the list when it became excessive. If lite- 
rary proficiency is to be made the test, it 
will be hard to reduce the number in 
Kiangnan which stands very high in the 
field of letters. A reduction which would 
mean the elimination of six or seven thou- 
sand candidates is scarcely feasible. The 
examinations of the Hu Kuang Provinces 
were formerly held together, but since they 
were separated in 1723, each province has 
had its own staff of examiners. The same 
is the case with Shensi and Kansu. If the 
examinations for Kiangsu and Anhui were 
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held separately, each would have its own 
exawiners, butaslucal considerations prevent 
this, itis only fairthat the conduct of the joint 
examination should partake to a certain ex- 
tentof the character oftwo distinct examina- 
tions. It is therefore suggested that for 
the future one chief examiner and two 
assistant examiners should be appointed to 
hold the examinations at Nanking, so as to 
prevent the careless persual or total neglect 
of the essays, which must go on under the 
present system of inadequate supervision. 
AN OFFICIAL DEFAULTER. 


(2) T‘an Chiin-pei, the Governor of 


oe : | 
Yiinnan, reports the case of a salt inspector 


named Hsiao P‘ei-chi who had been pre- 
viously stripped of his. rank and given a 
certain limit of time within which to make 
gooda number of heavy defalcations of which 
he had been convicted. The defaulter’s 
indebtedness at the time he was degraded 
last year amounted to Tls. 123,000. There 
were two outstanding assets in the shape of 
Tis, 22,000 worth of salt and undrawn pay to 
the amount of Tls. 4,500, and he has since 
paid upa sum of Ts. 3,689.4.5.3. Allowing 
for these items, there is stilla balance due of 
over Tls. 90,000, for part of which, however, 
inquiry may show that the salt-boiling 
establishments are responsible. The delin- 
quent was an inspector for 2ight years, and 
his method of procedure showed a deliberate 
recklessness in appropriating public money 
and a systematic cooking of accounts. Yiin- 
nan is notoriously a poverty-stricken pro- 
vince, and if a single official is allowed to 
carry on such wholesale swindling with 
impunity, there will soon be no possibility 
of stemming the tide of corruption. Hsiao 
P‘ei-chi is accordingly to be placed in con- 
finement while search is being made at the 
place where he held office to ascertain whe- 
ther he has stowed away any of the plunder. 
His property at his native place will like- 
wise be distrained, and the proceeds of its 
sale will be applied to making good such 
portion of his defalcations as may not be 
paid off immediately. 

September 11th.—[No papers of interest. ] 

ARSENAL IN SZECHUEN. 


September 12th.—(1) The Governor- 
General of Szechuen forwards a state- 
ment of the outturn and expenditure of 
the Arsenal at Ch‘éng-tu Fu for the 12th 
year of Kwang Hsii. Repairs were done 
to 163 pieces of machinery and 1,389 
old foreign guns 33 different kinds of 
machinery were completed, 178 pieces of 
modern type were constructed, and the fol- 
lowing arms and ammunition were manu- 
factured :—2,443 foreign guns, 1 cannon, 


Google 





| specimens of his doings. 


~ 


| 1 Gatling gun, 240,400 cartridges, 2,150,000 


percussion caps, and 81,480 catties of foreign 
powder. All the above have been tested, 
and, having been found fit for use, have 
been stored in the commissariat department. 
Articles which are in progress of construc- 
tion but have not yet reached completion 
will be included in next year’s return. The © 
total expenditure of the Arsenal during the 
year under review amounted to Tls. 67,771.2 
which was defrayed from the lekin receipts 
on native goods. 


JUDICIAL PROCEDURE IN A CASE WHERE THE 
ACCUSED REFUSED TO CONFESS HIS GUILT. 
(2) Over twenty years ago Ting Chén- 

ling, a salaried licentiate living in the Ning- - 

yang District in Chékiang, was stripped of 
his degree and sentenced to banishment 
for having been an habitual promoter of 
vexatious litigation. Having received the 
benefit of several Amnesty Acts, he was 
finally released in 1875, and no sooner re- 
turned to his native place than he resumed. 
his old tricks and became the pest of the 
neighbourhood. The following are a few 

A man called 

Yii Shov-sung, against whom he had a 

spite, bought a house from one Hsii 

Ping-yii. Though the title deeds had 

passed hands and the transfer duty had 

been paid, Ting persuaded the seller to re- 
fuse delivery of the property unless he re- 
ceived $100 as compensation for disturbance. 

The buyer, being a timid man, paid the 

money rather than run the risk of the legal 

proceedings with which he was threatened. 

Ch‘iian Mei-ch‘ao and Ch'iian Chih-ts‘an, 

two men who lived in the district, were 

members of the same clan but had separate 
ancestral temples. The latter, however, 
put up a tablet in the ancestral tablet of 

the former with the object of advancing a 

claim to a share of the sacrificial property. 

A suit having been brought, Ch‘iian Chih- 

ts‘an’s interference was held to be wholly 

unwarrantable, and an injunction was issued 
against its continuance. Ting Chén-ling, 
however, threatened Ch ‘iian Mei-ch‘ao with 
further proceedings unless he paid him 
$150, and it was not until $84 of the amount 
was forthcoming that the matter was even- 
tually arranged by the intervention of some 
friends. Ting Chén-ling was also proved 
to have taken possession of another man’s 
wife and to have continued to live with her 
thougha Decree for their separation had been 
issued by the Court. A long list of separate 
charges had been filed against him, the last 
being one in which eleven persons,. some of 
them of official rank, had presented a joint 
petition complaining that the accused, who 
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was as active as ever in prosecuting vexatious 
litigations, should have been allowed to 
escape justice so long. The man had been 
placed on his trial time after time, but as 
he firmly persisted in refusing to make a 
confession of his guilt, no sentence could 
be pronounced. It has at last been decided 
that the case should be dealt with under 
the statue which provided that where a 
prisoner obstinately declines to make a 
confession, he may be convicted of the 
crime upon the clear and convincing testi- 
mony of a number of witnesses who give 
evidence of the facts of the case. In the 
present instance, in addition to the collec- 
tive testimony of the plaiutifts in the various 
suits, there is documentary evidence of the 
most positive kind in the legal petitions 
which have been produced and found to be 

‘in the handwriting of the accused. The 
punishment for champerty is banishment 
to a malarial region on the extreme limits 
of Yiinnan, Kueichow, or Kuangsi, and this 
is the sentence that has been passed upon 
Ting Chén-ling. 


INSUBORDINATE JAIL WARDEN DEGRADED. 


September 13th.—(1) The Governor of 
Hunan, Pien Pavo-ti, denounces the Jail 
Warden of Li Chou for insubordinate be- 
haviour and unseemly proceedings in public 
court. The market at Li Chou having for 
some time been inundated with spurious 
eash, a proclamation was issued by the 
authorities prohibiting their use, and the 
trading classes agreed to a code of rules 
whereby a breach of the prohibition was to 
be punished. Towards the end of last year, 
it came to the ears of the Jail Warden that 
spurious cash were again making their ap- 
pearance in considerable numbers, and he 
sent one of his servants, Chao Lien-ch ‘éng, 
with some constables, on a tour of inspec- 
tion. They found small quantities of the 
counterfeit coin in two inns in the town. 
The proprietors offered to pay the fine im- 
posed by the regulations for the support of 
an orphanage, but the servant intimated 
that he would have to take the instructions 
of his master before acting in the matter. 
Considering this to be a mere pretext for 
extorting money, the mnkeepers brought 
the matter to the notice of the Taotai. 
When the case came on for hearing, the jail 
warden, without waiting to inquire into its 
merits, assumed very lofty airs and created 
a@ great uproar in court by the unseemly 
manner in which he strove to shield his 
subordinate. When the officers of the court 
attempted to apply torture, he even went 
so far as to strike and kick them, and in 


the end carried off his servant by force. | twenty feet in height. 
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Asacheck upon such reckless conduct on 
the part of subordinates, it is asked that 
the jail warden, who has been temporarily 
removed froin his post, may be permanently 
stripped of his rank, The servant is not 
proved to have been guilty of any miscon- 
duct on the present occasion, but as he is 
known to bea bad character he has been 
expelled from the district. The system of 
imposing a fine for the possession of spuri- 
ous cash is considered objectionable as 
opening the door to great abuse, and it has 
been publicly notitied that for the future 
bad cash found in circulation should be 
taken to the officials, who will pay their 
equivalent to the owners and have them 
destroyed. 

RETURN OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES. 

(2) The same writer submits a list of the 
cases disposed of by the authorities of Hu- 
nan for the last of the year 1886. Monthly 
reports of all cases, accompanied by a sum- 
mary of the leading facts of each, are for- 
warded by the district officers to the pro- 
vincial judge and form the basis of a half- 
yearly return furnished to the Throne. 
The judge goes carefully into the reports, 
and awards praise or blame as the nature 
of the decision may require. The number 
of cases tried in Hunan during the period 
under review amounted to 5,874. 

REPORT ON THE RAINFALL AND STATE OF 

THE CROPS IN SHENSI. 

September 14th. —(1) The reports which 
came in during the fifth moon of the pre- 
sent year from the majority of the districts 
in Shensi enable the Governor to affirm that 
there has generally been a seasonable fall 
of rain, and that the yield of the crops 
that had been harvested, as well as the 
state of those that were still growing, 
was such as to re-assure the Imperial 
anxiety on the subject. Three districts, 
however, form an exception. In Yii- 
lin, Ch‘un-hua and Yung-shou rain had 
fallen in torrents, accompanied with occa- 
sional hailstorms. In the first-mentioned 
district the suminer crops on over 40 shang 
of ground give no promise of harvest. 
Some 20 shang of land in autumn crops 
were visited by the storm, but little damage 
was done as they were not yet in braird. 
In Ch‘un-hua twenty-one people were 
drowned by the floods, but both crops of 
wheat had previously been saved. The 
autumn sowlngs were not above ground 
and suffered little damage. In the Yung- 
shou District six villages and market towns, 
covering a breadth of some seven or eight 


_ li of country, were flooded, and the water- 


courses on level ground rose from ten to 
The grain on the 





threshing-floors was completely swept away 
and twenty-two people were drowned. Re- 
lief measures have been set on foot for the 
benetit of the sufferers, and the collection 
of the land tax has been stopped pending 
the result of inquiries that are being made 
to ascertain to what extent it ought to be 
remitted. The price of rice at Hsi-an Fu 
is Tls. 1.3.7 per picul and that of small 
millet Tls. 0.9.4. As compared with the 
previous month, rice has risen nine can- 
darens a picul, while in millet there has 
been little change. 


REMISSION OF DUTY ON COPPER AND LEAD | 


FOR COINAGE PURPOSES. 


(2) The same Memorialist states that the 
copper formerly used for coinage purposes 
in Shensi was procured from Yiinnan and 
the Hu Kuang Provinces, and that it was 
always exempted from the payment of 
duty, When the supply from Yiinnan 
failed, it was decided to make the experi- 
ment of mining copper in the province 
itself and to follow the example of other 
provinces and supplement the local produc- 
tion by purchases of foreign copper and 
lead at Shanghai and Hankow. It is now 
found that owing to the freight from 
Shanghai to Hankow and the land carriage 
from the latter place, the cost of laying 
down copper and lead in Shensi is con- 
siderably greater than in other provinces. 
The outlay will be positively ruinous if the 
cost is to be enhanced by the payment of 
Customs duties. The Memorialist has 
lately been informed that the copper and 
lead purchased by other provinces are 
granted exemption from duty, and he sub- 
mits that Shensi is entitled to a similar 
privilege under similar circumstances. He 
would, therefore, ask that the Customs 
authorities of the various provinces through 
which copper and lead have to pass on their 
way to Shensi should be directed by Im- 
perial Edict to grant exemption from duty 
on the production of properly authenticated 
certificates. —Rescript :—We command that 
it be as requested. Let the Memorialist 
notify the high authorities of the provinces 
through which the articles have to pass, 
and let the Board concerned take note. 


NEW GOVERNOR OF KUANGSI. 
September 15th—(1) Shen Ping-ch‘eng 
is appointed Governor of Kuangsi. Till he 
reaches his post, Li Ping-heng will contiuue 
to act as governor in his place. 
{Note.—Shen Ping-ch‘eng was Taotai at 
Shanghai for a short time in 1874. He 


has been a Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén 
since July 1885.] 
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MURDER OF FIVE PERSONS. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the murder of a woman and her four chil- 
dren by her son-in-law. The murderer, 
whose name was Hsii Tien-fen, was married 
two years ago and lived on affectionate 
terms with his wife. On account, how- 
ever, of his poverty, his mother-in-law 
used frequently to send for her daughter 
and make false excuses for detaining her, 
instead of letting her go when wanted. 
The relations of the two households were 
afterwards embittered by the woman 
forming a plan of marrying her daughter 
to some one else, which was only pre- 
vented by the latter’s going off dutifully 
with her husband in spite of her parents 
commands. Afterwards the mother fell 
sick and her daughter was fetched to 
nurse her. When the husband came 
for his wife he was not allowed to 
have her, and a quarrel began between 
the son-in-law and the father-in-law which 
was only stopped by the remonstrances 
of another member of the family. Again 
he went to seek her, when the cold 
weather commenced, in order that she 
might come and make wadded clothing for 
him. When she was not allowed to depart, 
he seized her by the hair and tried to drag 
her away. The father-in-law seized a 
wooden stool and hit him on the head, 
upon which he beat a retreat. That after- 
noon he sat brooding over his troubles 
and drinking till he became intoxicated. 
While in this state he determined to 
kill his father-in-law. Starting off with 
this intention he failed to find his father- 
in-law, who was gone to the town to 
buy medicine. His wife also was away 
drawing water at the well. But his mother- 
in-law and her other children were in their 
house and at the first glimpse of him began 
to call him names. In an access of rage he 
determined to killthem all. Seizing a large 
brick, he broke his mother-in-law’s seul, 
and then smashed the heads of the children. 
On being arrested he made no attempt to 
deny the facts. The Memorialist accordingly 
condemned him to suffer the penalty of 
death by slow degrees; and, as the law 
requires, the sentence has already been 
carried out. His wife has been sent into 
penal servitude at a near frontier, under 
the statute which allots that punishment to 
the wife of a criminal who kills three 
members of the same family. In view of 
the relationship of the son-in-law and the 
father-in-law, it is not necessary to take any 
notice of the assault committed by the latter 
on the former.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board of Punishments. 


~ 
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TEMPLE TO TSENG PI-KUANG. 

September 16th.—(1) According to a 
memorial presented by the Governor- 
General of Szechuen, the Emperor some 
time ago sanctioned the building of temples 
in honour of Tseng Pi-kuang, a native of 
Szechuen and Governor of the province of 
Kueichow. It was also permitted that 
sacrifice should be offered in such temples 
in honour of Wu Ta-p‘u, a late Chief 
Justice of the same province. As the 
relatives of Tseng Pi-kuang had no money 
wherewith to build a temple, a cashiered 
Taotai named Lo Ying-liu undertook the 
task, because he could not endure to 
think that the zeal and loyalty of a fellow- 
provincial should be left unhonoured. He 
accordingly bought a site in the capital 
of the province and built thereon a temple 
with porches, halls, corridors, and rooms 
all complete, providing also the instru- 
ments requisite for sacrificing, at a total 
cost of Tis. 8,065. The Memorialist is for- 
warding to the board concerned a plan of 
the temple. He thinks also that the Em- 
peror may perhaps feel inclined to bestow 
some mark of favour on the builder, who 
has so markedly shown his regardlessness 
of money and his appreciation of virtue.— 
Referred to the Board. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

September 17th.—_({1) Hsii Yung-i is to 
assume, in addition to his other duties, the 
office of acting Vice-President of the Board 
of Punishments, and Sun Chin-piao is 

zetted Brigade-General at Han-chung 

u in Shensi. 


APPLICATION FROM TSENG KUO-CH‘UAN FOR 
AUDIENCE. 


(2) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, the Governor- 
General of the Two Kiang, asks for per- 
mission on the completion of his three 
years’ term of office, to repair to Peking to 
satisfy the yearning he feels for an audience 
with the Emperor. In April, 1884, he re- 
ceived the acting post of Governor-General 
at Nanking, and on the 7th September of 
the same year he was confirmed in the ap- 
pointment. The French trouble was just 
then at an acute stage, and what with levy- 
ing troops and raising supplies, he found 
his position beset with great difficulties. 
It was only by referring to the Throne for 
advice on every point that the crisis was 
successfully tided over and the salt revenues 
demanded his most careful attention, and 
"his lack of administrative capacity made 
him very nervous in dealing with them. 
Thanks to Tséng Kuo-fan and his prede- 
cessors in office, the administration of the 
provinces over which he rules has been 
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moulded into shape and form since the 
rebellion, and there are precedents tu guide 
one in almost every detail of government, 
River and coast defence constitutes the 
only exception, and of its management 
during his term of office the Memorialist 
cannot venture to speak with confidence. 
His object in going to Peking is to lay 
before His Majesty all his doubts and 
difficulties, and obtain Imperial instruc- 
tions for his future guidance and support. 
TABLETS TO DEITIES. 


(3) The Governor-General at Nanking 
and the Governor of Kiangsu request that 
tablets and honorific appellations may be 
conferred upon the God of War and the 
guardian deity of Hsii-chou Fu, both of 
whom have temples in that city. In times 
of flood, drought, or other distress these 
deities have never failed to remove trouble 
and restore peace and happiness. In the 
summer of 1876 there was no rain for three 
months, and the crops were being burnt 
up. A band of rebels took advantage of the 
situation to work upon the feelings of the 
starving people, and a crisis was expected, 
when prayers were offered and seasonable 
rain fell in such abundance that the rebel 
following melted away. In 1879 and 1882, 
when the crops were deluged with floods, 
recourse to the deities had the effect of 
securing good weather. Early in the pre- 
sent summer when the country was suffering 
from a scarcity of rain, the people repaired 
to the temples and obtained a response to 
their prayers the very same day in the 
shape of plenteous and refreshing showers. 
The present application is made at the 
instance of the gentry of the neighbourhood, 
and the cases of divine interposition cited 
above are considered to justify its being 
favourably entertained. 

RIFLING GRAVES. 


(4) The country in the neighbourhood of 
Nanking has lately suffered from the 
depredations of disbanded soldiers, and in 
June last the people of the Shang-yiian 
District were greatly shocked to learn that 
a number of newly dug graves had been 
rifled. The military were at once put on the 
alert, and seven arrests quickly followed. 
The prisoners, all of whom had been in 
the army, confessed their guilt. Two of 
them stated that they had been promoted 
to official rank, but when pressed for the 
production of their credentials they said 
they had lost them, and, as there is no 
evidence to prove the truth of their state- 
ment, they have, in common with the 
others, been treated as retired privates and 
condemned to summary execution. 
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INCENDIARISM AND MURDER. 

(5) In the Ning-yiian Department in 
Manchuria there lived a man named Fu 
Yung-ch‘éng whose lawless doings had 
made him the terror of his native village. 
Years ago he had an intrigue with the 
daughter of Fu Yung-féng, an elder mem- 
ber of his own clan. The matter being 
one of a disgraceful nature, the father did 
not wish official notice taken of it, and, at 
the instance of some family friends, the 
offender was expelled from the district. 
He ‘took up his quarters in a mat shed at 
some distance and while there he seduced 
the widow of the brother of one P‘éng-t‘ai. 
Two years ago he got into a quarrel about 
a gambling debt with two men named 
Chin-tuan and Yang K‘uei, in which he 
was stabbed by the former. Chin-tuan, 
happening to meet Fu Yung-féng the same 
evening, told him of the quarrel, and said 
that he, Yang-k‘uei, P‘éng-t‘ai, and an- 
other had made up their minds to get rid 
of Fu Yung-ch‘éng. Fu Yung-féng, smart- 
ing under the indignity that had been 
put upon his daughter, promised to lend 
them his assistance. Armed with bludgeons 
and knives, the five men started in a body 
for the house of Fu Yung-té, where Fu 
Yung-ch‘éng was nursing his wounds. They 
banged the door, but, failing to obtain 
admittance, they set fire to a stack of hay 
in the yard, thinking that the alarm of fire 
would bring out their victim. As luck 
would have it, a breeze of wind sprang up 
at the moment and the fire spread until it 
caught Fu Yung-té’s house. His daughter 
rushed out to give the alarm, and the men, 
seeing that they were identified, caught 
hold of her and threw her into the flames, 
where she was burnt to death. Meanwhile 
Fu Yung-ch‘éng forced the back door of 
the house, and was making away when he 
was overtaken by four of the men and 
despatched with their knives. Two of the 
criminals have been arrested and sentenced 


to death, and steps are being taken for the | 


capture of the remainder. 
REPORT ON THE RAINFALL AND THE STATE 
OF THE CROPS IN HONAN. 

September 18th.—(1) The Governor of 
Honan gathers from the reports which have 
been forwarded to him from 100 districts 
and departments that there has been a fall 
of rain varying from one inch to a depth of 
saturation throughout the province during 
the 5th moon of the present year. Ina 
few places the water had to be drained off. 
In seven districts there had been either 
violent storms which tore down trees and 
houses or floods which carried away em- 
bankments and city walls, and caused con- 
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siderable loss of life. The early crops were 
in a flourishing state and the late ones had 
been all put in the ground. The state of 
the rural population generally was such as 
to reassure the Imperial anxiety. With a 
few exceptions in the case of black beans. 
small millet and sorghum, the price of 
agricultural produce had remained much 
the same as it was in the previous month. 

ABOLITION OF PERQUISITES AND INCREASE OF 

SALARIES. 

(2) The Tartar General and Lieutenant- 
General at Ning-hsia in Kansu submit an 
application which they consider will have 
the effect of stimulating military activity 
and of removing corrupt practices. Since 
the military inspection of 1802 not a single 
oticer of the garrison has been recom- 
mended for meritorious services and great 
laxity of discipline prevails. The writers 
think that military organisation depends 
largely upon regular drill and instruction, 
and that a system of rewards and punish- 
ments is necessary to maintain the due 
efficiency of the army. This practice has 
long since fallen into desuetude at Ning- 
hsia, and its revival is contemplated at 
the military inspection which occurs in 
the present year. The memorialists also 
intimate their intention of doing away 
with the corrupt practice of receiving 
presents from their subordinates, but in 
taking this step they are confronted with 
great difficulties which they consider 
it their duty to notice. The country 
round Ning-hsia has of late years grown 
more deserted than ever, and trade is 
almost: at a standstill. The price of the 
necessaries of life has risen and is now 
several times what it is in other provinces. 
The writers could not, even with the ex- 
ercise of the strictest economy, manage to 
live and keep up their establishments on 
their present salaries, and, if all perquisites 
are to be abolished, their public in- 
come must be slightly increased. On the 
recommendation of Ting Pao-chén the 
allowance of the Tartar General at Ch‘éng- 
tu Fu was not long ago increased for a 
similar reason, and, acting upon this pre- 
cedent, they would ask that the Tartar 


General’s allowance should be increased by - 


Tls. 2,000, and that of the Lieutenant- 
General by Tis. 1,000 a year, on the condi- 
tion that bribery and corruption of every 
kind are to be abolished. If the application 
is acceded to, it is suggested that the 
Board of Revenue should be instructed to 
request the Governor-General of the Shen 
Kan provinces to find the money. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with Memorials announcing the 
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assumption or vacation of office. Ni Wén- 
wei has taken over the seals of office as 
Governor of Honan from Pien Pao-ch‘iian 
who retires from public life. Lei Chéng- 
shan, who was lately in Pekingforaudience, 
has reached Ku-yiian in Shensi, where he 
has entered upon his duties as Commander- 
in-chief. Tséng Chi-feng has taken over 
the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Yiinnan 
from Shih Nien-tsu, who, on going back to 
his own post of Provincial Judge, takes 
occasion to lament his judicial incapacity in 
the past and expresses a hope of improve- 
ment in the future. 


SCAFFOLDING POLES FOR PEKING. 

September 19th.—(1) Towards the end 
of last year the Board of Works complained 
that Hunan and other provinces from which 
supplies of wood were annually furnished 
to Peking were largely in arrear in their 
remittances, no less than nine instalments 
being due from Chékiang since 1875. To 
meet the pressing demand for wood in con- 
nection with the public works that were 
now going on in Peking, the Board asked 
that the arrears should be made good and 
that the annual supply should be forwarded 
regularly in future. Instructions were 
issued in this sense to the provinces con- 
cerned, and the Governor of Chékiang now 
enters into an explanation of the difticul- 
ties he experiences in complying with 
the order. The fixed quantity of scaffold- 
ing poles that Chékiang is expected to 
forward yearly is 1,600. In 1876 many 
of the poles that were sent to Peking were 
pronounced. to be unsuitable, and the 
Chékiang authorities were advised to pro- 
cure ‘their supply at Shanghai through 
the China Merchants’ Company. This was 
done, and it was two years before the full 
complement was obtained. In 1882 agents 
were sent to all parts in search of poles, 
and more than a year passed before they 
got the requisite quantity. The fact is, 
planting trees is not so profitable as growing 
cereals. Trees take a long time to grow, 
and as there is still plenty of waste land to 
reclaim, people devote all their energies to 
raising crops, and afforestation is very little 
pursued. This explains the deficiency in 
the supply of wood. Inquiries which have 
been made since the receipt of the above 
instructions having shown that the supply 
for last: year could not be obtained in the 
province, agents have been sent to Shang- 
hai to purchase 1,600 poles in that com- 
mercial centre. When duly measured and 
tested, they will be forwarded by sea to 
Tientsin, and as the regulation price is in- 
sufficient to cover the outlay, the amount 
actually paid for them will be debited to 
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the public account in accordance with the 
sanction granted on a former occasion. 


ARSENAL EXPENDITURE IN CHEKIANG. 


(2) Some regulations lately issued by the 
Board of Revenue require that the expendi- 
ture incurred by the provinces in the pur- 
chase of foreign materiel for arsenals should 
be reported annually to the Throne, and the 
Governor of Chékiang now forwards a state- 
ment of the outlay for this purpose during 
the year ending with the 4th moon of the 
present year. The purchases made at 
Shanghai during the year consisted of float- 
ing and sunken contact mines explosive 
shells, fuses, percussion caps, bullets, etc., 
and including wages and working expenses, 
the total expenditure of the Chékiang arse- 
nals and workshops for the period under 
review amounted tu Tls. 73,100. The sep- 
arate items of expenditure under each head 
have not yet been accurately furnished, 
but as soon as they are received, they will 
be submitted to the Throne in a subsequent 
Memorial. 

PAYMENT OF SALARIES TO NATIVE OFFICIALS 
IN TIBET. 

September 20th.—(1) Wén-shuo, Im- 
perial Resident in Tibet, and Ch‘ung-kang, 
the Assistant Resident, present a Memorial 
in which they ask that certain regulations 
should be adopted for the payment of 1,300 
rolls of satin which represent a portion of 
the salaries due to Tibetan officials for a 
period of over thirty years. In Tibet there 
is one officer with the title of Duke who 
draws a salary of Tis. 200 and seven rolls 
of satin per annum: one Dzassak Lama 
noble with the titular rank of Duke whose 
salary is Tls. 100 and four rolls of satin ; 
and four Councillors of State holding Chi- 
nese official rank who each receive Tls. 50 
and two rolls of satin a year. The total 
salary of Tls. 1,000 and thirty nine (?) pieces 
of satin was formerly paid at Peking every 
second year to the Abbot of Anterior Tibet, 
who took it back with him on the return of 
the tribute mission. At that time the Dalai 
Lama and the Panshen Erdeni Lama sent 
a tribute mission to Peking on every alter- 
nate year. In 1840 it was represented that, 
owing to the great distance of Tibet from 
Peking, it might perhaps be impossible to 
observe regularity in sending an Abbot 


with complimentary presents (FFs), and 
the Emperor was graciously pleased to 
authorize the mission to come once every 
three years. In 1841 it was decided, at 
the suggestion of the Colonial Office, to 
forward the salaries in money and satin 
for the Tibetan officials to the Governor- 
General of Szechuen, who was to transit 








them with other supplies to their destina- 
tion. Since 1841, therefore, the money 
salaries have been annually sent to the 
commissaries in Tibet through the Gov- 
ernor-General of Szechuen. As regards 
the satin, however, from 1841 to 1852 
it was forwarded to the treasury of the 
Taotai at Hsi-ning where the abbot received 
it for distribution on the return journey 
of the tribute mission. Since 1853 it 
has not been received. The cause of 
this at first was the rebellion, which put 
a stop to the working of the Imperial 
Manufactories at Nanking and Hang-chow, 
and since the Mohainmedan rising in 1868 
the tribute mission had no opportunity of 
receiving the satin at Hsining, asit travelled 
by way of Szechuen to Peking. The 
Memorialists feel that the imperial Govern- 
ment, while anxious to maintain its self- 
respect in dealing with its tributaries and 
averse to adopting a policy of undue 
indulgence, which might foster a spirit of 
contempt, is not, on the other hand, 
disposed to give them any ground for 
complaint by withholding any portion of 
the dues to which they are justly entitled. 
An instance of this will be found in the 
early years of Hsien-féng’s reign. At & 
time when the disbursenments to the 
government were being generally reduced 
and arrears were largely accumulating, the 
Emperor, asa special act of grace, made 
a single exception in the case of the 
tributary States, and ordered that all their 
requirements should continue to be met 
on the old scale. This question therefore, 
of the arrears of satin cannot be overlooked. 
Owing, however, to the length of time that 
has elapsed, and the quantity of the ma- 
terial required, there would be great diffi- 
culty in procuring it at present, and the 
Memorialists would suggest that the Board 
of Revenue should be directed to pay the 
value of the arrears in money. If this view 
is approved, the following method of pro- 
cedure should be adopted. The Memoria- 
lists will give the abbot who starts with the 
mission to Peking a letter to the Colonial 
Office, and on its delivery an order for the 
amount will be issued on the Board of Re- 
venue. On making payment the Board will 
write to inform the Memorialists, who 
will notify the native officials concerned. 
So much for the payment of arrears. Now, 
as regards the future. The money sala- 
ries should continue to be paid through the 
Governor-General of Szechuen. As to the 
satin, however, it is thought better for the 
following reasons to revert to the old cus- 
toms of issuing it at Peking. The change 
was originally made at the suggestion of the 
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Colonial Office, and the idea was that the 
Superintendents of the Imperial Manufac- 
tories might easily forward the rolls of satin 
to Szechuen every year. It was forgotten, 
however, that they had no other remittances 
to make in that direction, and that it would 
not be worth while to send a special agent 
such a long distance every year with a few 
balesofsatin. Theconsequence was that from 
1841 the satin for Tibet was sent with satin 
for payment of salaries in Kok ‘onor to Kan- 
su, whence it was passed on the Hsi-ning. 
The Resident at the latter place objected to 
this, and wrote time after time asking that 
it should be sent to Szechuen, but the 
Superintendent of the Manufactories always 
demurred on the score of expense and 
trouble. A mass of correspondence ensued, 
and for two years it was uncertain where 
the satin was to be applied for. The native 
officials asked for information on the subject 
through the Dalai Lama, but received little 
satisfaction. At last in 1833 the Board of 
Revenue adopted the superintendents’ view 
of the case and ordered that the Tibet 
satin should be forwarded along with the 
Kokonor satin to Kansu, whence it was 
to be transmitted to Hsi-ning. In 1884 
the native official received 156 rolls of 
satin, and from that year until 1852 the 
article was received in consignments once 
every three or four years. Such was the 
procedure in the past. As it happened, 
the plan which the Colonial Office suggest- 
ed for the sake of convenience proved in- 
finitely more troublesome than the old 
system of issuing the article at Peking. 
Though it has recently been decided that 
the Tibet tribute mission should revert to 
the old route vié Hsi-ning, it is still doubtr 
ful whether change can be successfully 
adopted, and having regard to what has 
happened in the past, it is suggested that 
as formerly, the satin should be issued to 
the Tribute Mission at Peking, the pro- 
cedure which has been described above 
being followed for the payment of arrears. 
This will give some extra work to the 
Colonial Office and the Board, but it 
will save a great deal of trouble in the 
end, and will enable the Tibetan offi- 
cials by the aid of the Imperial bounty, 
to assume a respectable appearance. A 
further point remains to be noticed. 
Although the remittance of satin was sus- 
pended during the rebellion on account of 
the stoppage of the manufactories, still large 
consignments were subsequently forwarded - 
to Hsi-ning to make up the deficiency. 
Some time ago, however, the Resident 
there wrote to say that only seven years’ 
supply, or 273 bales, were in store at.Hsi- 
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ning, and finding no opportunity of for- 
warding it to Tibet and being afraid that it 
would mildew, he had asked and received 
permission to use it for paying the salaries 
of the Kokonor princes and nobles. As 
the seven years referred to were not 
clearly specified, a request for informa- 
tion on the point was addressed to the 
Resident, and the figures given in the reply 
being still unsatisfactory a further query was 
sent. The Tibetan Treasury asserted that the 
arrears extended back 35 years. The 
Resident at Hsi-ning at first put down the 
stock in store as covering a period of seven 
years and subsequently accounted for twu 
years more. As regards the discrepancy 
he explained that for nineteen years no 
satin had been received, and he intimated 
that the matter concerned the treasury of 
the Hsi-ning Taotai and not the Resident’s 
office, which had never anything to do with 
the issue of stures to Tibetan missions. 
The correspondence on the subject is so 
involved that it is quite hopeless to at- 
tempt to unravel it, and asthe Memorialists’ 
suggestions, if adopted, will provide both 
for the payment of arrears and for future 
disbursements, they would request that the 
Hsi-ning Treasury should be asked to 
account for the satin in stock and should 
apply it to payment of salaries in Kokonor. 
-—Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
consider the proposal. 

DELAY IN COMMUNICATING WITH TIBET. 

(2) The same Memorialists state that on 
the 20th January and the 26th February 
last recommendations for the appointment 
of two Commandants were submitted to the 
Throne, and that appended to the Memorials 
which were returned to them on the 30th 
April and on the 3rd of June were Inperial 
minutes stating that Decrees had been issued 
separately. More than three months have 
since elapsed and the Board’s despatches 
transmitting the Decrees have not yet come 
to hand. In recent years the courier 
service in Southern Szechuen and Ta-chien- 
lu has become utterly disorganised, and not 
only official correspondence but even Memo- 
rials for the Throne are constantly delayed 
in transmission. As an instance, Memoria- 
list would refer to the Imperial Decree which 
they received on the 3rd May last. It 
ought to have travelled at the rate of 500 
li a day, and yet it reached Tibet some 10 
or 15 days later than Memorials and docu- 
ments that came by the ordinary mounted 
couriers. The major and _ subordinate 
military officers in charge of the postal 
service have been deprived of their buttons 
for this delay, and they have been given to 
understand that this being the first step 
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towards rectifying the delays of the old 
system, their punishment has been propor- 
portionately slight, but that any future 
offence will be visited much more severely. 
The commandants are charged with the 
control of the native troops, and the office 
is one that should not be left vacant for any 
length of time. The native temperament 
is highly addicted to suspicion, aud 
the slightest delay makes the Tibetan in- 
dulge in surmises and conjectures that 
people may possibly be working against his 
interest. The writers consider it is import- 
ant that doubts of this kind should be 
quietly cleared away. Ona former occasion 
when an application was make for an here- 
ditary dukedom, the confirmation of the 
appointment came back with the original 
Memorial, and the promptitute made an 
excellent impression on the native mind. 
They would suggest, therefore, that for the 
future in all cases of application for here- 
ditary titles or recommandations to appoint- 
ments the old rule promulgated in 1847 
should, if possible, be followed, and the 
announcement of the decision should be 
sent back with the original Memorlal.— 
Rescript: Let it be as requested. 


MOVEMENTS OF THE DALAI LAMA. 


(3) At the beginning of each summer 
the Dalai Lama removes his residence to 
the Lo-ling-kai-sang-po Temple where he 
instructs the Sé-la, Pu-lai-p‘éng E-erm- 
tan and other assembled Lamas in the 
ritual observances. In the 9th or 10th 
moon he returns to his home on Mount 
Potol‘a. The Imperial Resident, who is 
duly kept informed of his movements, now 
reports that the Dalai Lama transferred 
his residence this year to the temple in 
question on the 14th of May last. 

21st Sept.—[No papers of interest. ] 

September 2ist.—_(No papers of interest.) 


MURDER CASE. 


September 22nd.—(1) The Governor of 
Chékiang reports the trial and sentence of 
a man who murdered his elder brother. 
Wu Yao-tsai, Wu Shu-nan. and Wu Yao- 
ts‘ai were three brothers by the same 
mother, who lived in the Hsian District. 
The two former had lived happily enough 
until the death of the third, who left no 
issue. Wu Shu-nan proposed that his son 
should continue the line of succession, but 
Wu Yao-tsai objected on the ground that 
an only son should not pass into another 
house by adoption, and entered himseif 
upon theenjoyment of his deceased brother’s 
farm. Wu Shu-nan protested strongly 
against the property being monopolised by 
his elder brother, and bad feeling arose 
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between them. Provoked by the action of 
his younger brother, who cut down fir trees 
on the land and talked of selling it, Wu 
Yao-tsai determined to have his life. The 
younger brother was a man of great 
strength, and to accomplish his design he 
sought the assistance of two confederates. 
One, a man called Lii Kén-ni, readily as- 
sented to the proposal as he had an old 
score to settle with Wu Shu-nan. The 
other, Wu Shuang-ts‘ai, being a timid man, 
at first demurred, but finally consented on 
the condition that he was to do nothing but 
keep a look out while the deed was being 
committed. Having arranged their plans, 
they went ina body to Wu Shu-nan’s house 
and found him fast asleep. Wu Yao-tsai 
hacked him about the head with a hatchet, 
while Lit Kén-ni beat him with a bludgeon. 
Having stunned him, they took off his 
girdle, tied it round his neck, and stran- 
gled him. They then took the dead body, 
and having attached a weight to it, threw it 
into a pond in the nighbourhood. Some 
three months afterwards it came to the 
surface, and inquiries which were set on 
foot revealed the facts as given above. Wu 
Yao-tsai has been sentenced to death by 
slow degrees under the statute relating to 
the murder of a senior member of the same 
family within the second degree of mourn- 
ing. Li Kén-ni died before the crime was 
discovered. Wu Shuang-ts‘ai, who took 
no active part in the crime. has been sen- 
tenced to banishment for three years and 
100 blows. 

REMITTANCE FROM HUNAN TO PEKING. 

(2) The lekin revenue on salt in Hunan 
during the present year was called upon by 
the Board of Revenue to furnish a contri- 
bution of Tls.150,000 to the Peking subsidy 
and Tls.50,000 to defray the expenditure of 
the Imperial Household. The Governor, 
Kuei-pin, now reports the transmission of 
Tls.40,000, being the 5th and 6th instal- 
ments of the first assessment and Tls.10,000 
as the first instalment of the latter demand. 
A sum of Tls.330 has been remitted to 
cover porterage, packing expenses, etc. 

FOREIGN CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CHEFOO, 

September 23rd.—(1) Li Hung-chang 
reports the amount of duties collected by 
the Foreign Customs at Chefoo during the 
quarter ended 31st March, 1887. The total 
collection amounted to Tls.76,669.4.2.1, 
while the disbursements were Tls. 69,963. 
5.7.1.6.2. The total balance in hand from 
this and previous quarters is Tls.101,753. 
4,4,4,9,.5,4. : 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS. 

(2) The same Memorialist requests the 

bestowal of posthumous distinctions upon 
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Mao Shu-t‘ang, an assistant sub-prefect, 
who lost his life at sea. The deceased was 
sent to Canton to collect subscriptions to 
enable the Chihli Famine Committee to 
carry on the work of relieving the distress 
that prevailed in the province. The steamer 
by which he travelled from Shanghai struck 
the Yi Shan rocks off the coast of Chékiang 
on the 29th December, 1883, and he was 
never more heard of. It is asked that he 
should be held entitled to the posthumous 
honours and privileges conferred upon 
officials who lose their lives at sea whea 
travelling on public business. 
MURDER OF THREE PERSONS IN ONE FAMILY. 
September, 24th.—Féng Ch ‘iian-lao-mao 
and Féng Chi-pang were natives of the 
Wu-ch‘uan District in Szechuen, and the 
deceased Féng-shun was a senior member 
of the same clan who made a living by 
trading iu lacquer work. His father had 
passed by adoption into another branch of 
the family, from which he inherited 
some property. This made the other 
two men very jealous of him, and their 
feelings were still further embittered by 
losing a lawsuit which they had brought 
against him in the hope of securing a share 
of the property. Having laid their plans 
to kill him, they proceeded to his house, 
where they murdered both the man himself 
and his son. A younger son who was ata 
school in the neighbourhood was inveigled 
out aud shared the same fate. The bodies 
of the first two were buried, but that of the 
latter, being left uncared for, was partially 
devoured by wild beasts. The murderers 
have been sentenced to death by the slow 
process, under the statute which relates to 
the murder of three persons in one family. 
September 25th.—(No papers of impor 
tance. ) 


WUHU.—NATIVE CUSTOMS RECEIPTS. 


September 26th.—(1) The Governor of 
Anhui presents a return showing the re- 
ceipts of the native Custom-house at Wuhu 
during the twelve months ended with the 
second month of the present year. The 
collection is made on behalf partly of the 
Board of Revenue and partly of the Board 
of Works (which last doubtless receives as 
its share the duties levied on the wood 
rafts that pass Wuhu on their way down 
the Yangtze). The duties appropriated to 
the Board of Revenue should according to 
law amount together to Tls. 229,919.0.7.5, 
and those for the Board of Works to Tls. 
117,146.1.5 ; total Tls. 347,065.2.2.5. Dur- 
ing the first six months of the year there 
were paid in Tls. 40,705.5, Tls. 31,359.1.3, 
and during the latter half Tls. 39,537.4.9, 
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and Tls. 27,300.5.5, making a total forthe one 
Board of Ts. 80, 242, 9.9, and for the other, of 
Tis. 58,659.6.8; in all Tls. 138,902.6.7. 
Further two fleets of cargo boats have been 
sent from Hupei for the use of the govern- 
ment, and they have been allowed to pass 
duty free twenty per cent. of their cargoes 
of local produce, the said cargoes being 
rough poles and gypsum. The Custom-house 
has thus lost the sums of Ts. 3,650.1.3 and 
Tls. 224.8.1.9, which, according to the prac- 
tice allowed at the Tientsin Custom-house, 
should be counted as if actually collected. 
The receipts are, indeed, greater than in 
former years ; still, even with the addition 
just mentioned, they fall far below the fixed 
assessment. The Superintendent and his 
staff will continue to exercise unremitting 
watchfulness, and will exert themselves to 
the utinost to encourage trade in every way. 
They have forwarded to the Memorialist for 
transmission to Peking a detailed statement 
of each day’s receipts, and of any necessary 
disbursements made, also duplicates of all 
the grand chops issued to junks.—Approved 
by Rescript. 

KUNJUT TRIBE. HONOURS CONFERRED 

ON CHIEF. 

September 27th.—(1) The Governor of 
Chinese Turkestan reports that some time 
ago Sai-pi-té-ai-li-han, the present chief of 
Kunjut, sent a messenger with tribute to 
Kashgar to say that he had only lately 
succeeded to his post and did not feel 

_ secure in the confidence of his people: he 
“therefore begged that, as a means of ensur- 
ing quiet, an officer might be sent to his 
tribe to make enquiries into the state 
of affairs. The Commander-in-Chief at 
Urumtsi and the Taotai at Kashgar accord- 
ingly despatched a Bourout Mohammedan 
officer named Kurban. In due time the 
envoy returned and reported that the Kun- 
jut people were quiet, but the chief did not 
feel able to command their confidence 
because he was without rank or title. A 
petition to a similar effect was received at 
the same time from the chief himself. The 
Governor of Turkestan remarks with refer- 
ence to this case that, in spite of the 
extreme diminutiveness of his territory, 
the Chief of Kunjut was alone in not join- 
ing the great Mohammedan rebellion in 
Turkestan. He bravely put his trust in 
the natural difficulties of the country he 
ruled, and remained erect when all others 
had fallen. After the rebellion had been 
crushed he lost no time in sending his 
accustomed tribute of gold dust. Not only 
had the tribe paid tribute regularly ever 
since, but it had always sent information 
by special messenger whenever any distur- 
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bances occurred among any of the neigh- 
bouring tribes. And now, the first thing 
the present ruler did after his accession to 
power was to ask that a mission of enquiry 
might be sent into his country. The Me- 
morialist thinks that such loyalty is deser- 
ving of some mark of praise, and ventures 
to suggest that there should be conferred 
on the chief a peacock’s feather and a but- 
ton of the fourth class. He thinks this act 
of kindness would not only have the effect 
of encouraging the chief, but it would also 
tend to produce quiet and content among 
the other frontier tribes.—Approved by 
Rescript. 


MURDER OF A RIVAL THROUGH JEALOUSY. 

(2) Some time ago there were residing in 
[lia man named T‘ung and his wife. Two 
or three years ago the husband went off to 
Tarbagatai to make enquiries after his 
parents and took with him his only child. 
Mrs. T‘ung was thus left entirely alone. 
Soon afterwards a man called Wang Ts‘ai- 
pao-tzu, who had been left a solitary 
widower with one young son, asked Mrs. 
T‘ung to take care of the boy for him. This 
brought Wang Ts‘ai-pao-tzu frequently to 
her house, and on one occasion he succeeded, 
in corrupting her. After that he frequently 
slept in the house, and from time to time 
made presents to her of money or articles, 
Before long, the new year being at hand, 
an old aunt invited Mrs. T‘ung to spend 
the day with her, and took the oppor- 
tunity to tell her that she ought not to 
take charge of Wang Ts‘ai-pao-tzu’s boy. 
Mrs. T‘ung then appealed to a cousin who 
was present, named Wang Lien-sheng, and 
asked him to find a house for her. He 
accordingly hired a room for her at a tael a 
month ; and when she moved into it he 
took up his abode in another room outside 
it, in front. Before she had been there a 
week, he attempted two nights in succession 
to pay court to her, but was met by refusals 
and abusive language, Ten days afterwards, 
while he was still enraged, he happened 
to come home at midnight and discovered 
that Wang Ts‘ai-pao-tzu was in the room 
with her. He immediately broke out 
into violent language and taunted her 
with yielding to other men while she 
refused him. Wang Ts‘ai-pao-tzu jumped 
up, seized a wooden shovel, and attacked 
Wang Lien-sheng. The latter drew a knife 
which he carried, and when his antagonist 
tried to close, stabbed him in the breast. 
The wounded man fell, and Wang Lien- 
sheng turned on Mrs. T‘ung, who was 
screaming for help, and stabbed her also, 
after which he fled. When help came. 
Wang Ts‘ai-pao-tzu was already dead. The 
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Memorialist has sentenced the murderer to 
be strangled after the usual term, that 
punishment being prescribed by law for the 
crime of killing any one ina brawl. The 
penalty for adultery is one month’s cangue 
and one hundred blows. But as women 
are never exposed in the cangue, the woman 
T‘ung is condemned to be flogged only. 
When she has received her punishment, 
she will be delivered to her husband, who 
will receive her or disown her as he pleases. 
—Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


PUNISHMENT OF HIGH OFFICIALS AT FOOCHOW. 


28th September.—(1) From a Decree 
published this day it appears that the 
Board of Civil Office was ordered to de- 
termine what would be adequate punish- 
ment for Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Governor- 
General, and Chang Mang-yuan, Provincial 
Treasurer, at Foochow, and it recom- 
mended that they should each be degraded 
three steps and transferred to another 
post. As a special act of grace these 
punishments are altered by the Emperor, 
and it is ordered that the Governor-General 
be degraded four steps but retained at his 
post, and that the Treasurer be stripped of 
all rank but retained at his post. 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL FOR HAN-CHUNG FU. 


September 29th.—(1) The Viceroy of 
Shensi and Kansu proposes to appoint an 
officer named Liu Ch‘u-hua to the acting 
post of Brigadier-General at Hanchung Fu. 
It is necessary that an officer of exceptional 
vigour and ability should be stationed at 
this point. For the country south of the 
Han River on the frontier of Szechuen and 
Hupei is a tangled mass of mountains which 
form a favorite hiding-place for desperadoes 
and bad characters. In the reign of the 
Emperor Chia Ch‘ing this region was in- 
fested by banditti belonging to the three 
provinces, who were not suppressed for a 
space of ten years. 

FLOODS AND HAIL STORMS IN KANSU. 


(2) The same officer reports that no less 
than eight districts in different parts of 
Kansu have suffered seriously from hail 
storms and floods. Orders have been given 
to the local authorities to make personal 
inquiries and to furnish relief where it 
may be required. The two localities which 
have been most severely visited are in 
Ching Chou and Ning Chou. In the 
first named the crops were beaten down 
by hail on the 10th of July, twelve houses 
were washed away and seven head of 
cattle lost; in the second the corn was 
utterly destroyed by hail on the 2nd 
of the same month, and ten persons and 
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several hundred cattle were drowned, a 
certain number of houses and loess caves 
being washed down or flooded at the time. 
The Memorialist has issued instructions 
that food is to be supplied without delay 
from the public granaries to the sufferers 
at the two last mentioned places. He is 
waiting till the enquiries instituted have 
been completed, after which he will repre- 
sent to the throne whether it be advisable 
or not to postpone the collection of the 
land tax.-—Rescript approves the proposals 
and orders relief to be distributed wher- 
ever necessary, so that no one may be 
forced by want to leave his home. 


VESSEL LAUNCHED AT FOOCHOW DOCKYARD. 


(3) The Acting Minister Superintendent 
of the Foochow Arsenal reports the launch 
of a new vessel from the docks under his 
charge. Its keel was laid in December, 
1885, and it was reported as completely 
finished in July last. On the 6th of August 
it was launched and named the Kuang Chia. 
It is 222ft. long (English measurement), 
33ft. Zin. broad, 25ft. 3in. deep. Its draught 
is 11ft. forward, 12ft. 5in. amidships, and 
13ft. 9in. aft. Its gross tonnage is 1,300 tons. 
Its engines, 1,600 horse-power. Its arma- 
ment, which hasbeen bought from the Krupp 
factory in France, has arrived at the ar- 
senal, but has not yet been put on board. Its 
estimated speed is 14 knots or 46 lt per 
hour. In three months’ time everything 
will be ready for the trial of the vessel, 
and the result will be reported without 
delay. The arsenal is now engaged in 
building eight ships for the Viceroy at 
Canton and as he is in a great hurry to 
obtain them, and they cannot be completed 
as rapidly as he desires, this vessel will be 
lent to him temporarily, as soon as she 18 
fit to go to sea. This arrangement has 
been already reported and has received 
His Majesty's sanction. — Approved by 
Rescript. 

INQUIRY INTO CONDUCT OF PIEN PAO-TI. 

September 30th.—On the 10th of May a 
Decree was published ordering two officers 
of high rank, Ench‘eng and Hsiieh Yiin- 
sheng, to proceed overland to Kuangsi for 
the purpose of holding an official enquiry. 
Much curiosity was excited and much spe- 
culation took place among the Chinese at 
Peking as to the object of this commission. 
As has only recently transpired, it was in 
reality despatched to investigate the con- 
duct of Pien Pao-ti, the Governor of Hunan, 
against whom a long list of charges had 
been presented by several censors.. The 
two Imperial Commissioners have now 
presented their report, which fills up the 
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whole of this day’s Gazette. The two 
most serious and most definite accusa- 
tions against the governor were that he 
exacted illegal fees from the Huai-an salt 
merchants and that he appropriated public 
funds belonging to the ‘‘ Board for the 
Restoration of Order.” After quoting a 
great deal of evidence given before them by 
witnesses whom they had summoned, the 
commissioners deliver their own finding. 
They deal very shortly with the second 
charge, declaring simply that no such mis- 
appropriation had taken place. They then 
proceed to discuss the first subject of com- 
plaint. The allegation made was that, in 
addition to the authorised charges collected 
from the salt merchants, there was an illegal 
fee known as ‘‘ wharfage dues” of 3 mace 
4 candareens per permit, which’ produced 
Tis. 34,000 per annum, and was divided as 
follows :—Tls. 9,600 to the governor, Tls. 
4,800to the provincial treasurer, thesamesum 
to the salt commissioner, and the remainder 
to the local authorities of the districts where 
the salt was consumed. The Commissioners 
find that the wharfage dues were instituted 
at a period long before Pien Pao-ti became 
Governor, and that they had the sanction 
of the Viceroy Tseng Kuo-fan at Nanking, 
the salt merchants being controlled by the 





Kiangsu and not by the Hunan authorities; | 


also that the portion of the fees which 
accrued to Pien Pao-ti was entirely devoted 
by him to public purposes, part being given 
to the provincial chief justice for repairs to 
his official residence, part subscribed to a 
foundling hospital, and the remainder em- 
ployed in the purchase of necessary articles 
for the Viceroy’s Yamén, which would 
otherwise have been provided by the district 
magistrates at the provincial ¢apital.— 
(Decree in reply published in Gazette of 
September 16th). 
SECRET SOCIETY IN WU-LING HSIEN. 
October Ist.—(1) The Hunan Commis- 
sioners were also instructed to find out the 
truth concerning a complaint made to the 
Throne to the effect that a rebellion has 
broken out in Wu-ling Hsien, but had been 
hushed up by the magistrate with the con- 
nivance of certain higher authorities for 
the sake of screening himself from the 
blame which would otherwise have fallen 
upon him. The Commissioners declare that 
the magistrate was not guilty of any con- 
cealment, but reported the facts as they 
actually occurred. The true story appears 
to be that last July a man named Lung 
Lao-chiu took up his residence in the dis- 
triet of Wu-ling and commenced the forma- 
tion of a secret society. He enrolled 
‘as many as three hundred members, all 
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common labourers or men of bad character, 
and appointed a certain number of min- 
isters and generals. They made or pro- 
cured a hundred and more swords and spears 
and eighty pounds of gunpowder. After 
issuing proclamations and extorting black- 
mail from the villagers, they fixed on a day 
in last April for the commencement of an 
outbreak. But shortly before the time 
came troops were sent by the Commander- 
in-Chief at the request of the magistrate, 
and certain of the leaders were captured 
and the rest of the conspirators dispersed. 
The leaders were delivered into the hands 
of the prefect, by whose orders they were 
promptly executed, the head of one who 
had destroyed himself with poison being 
struck off with those of the others. Lung 
Lao-chiu himself was sent off to the Gover- 
nor, who beheaded him after he had been 
examined and had acknowledged the truth 
of the charges against him. The Commis- 
sioners find that the matter was not in any 
way hushed up by the magistrate, that the 
Commander-in-Chief did not endeavour to 
hide the affair out of friendship to the 
magistrate. They have also elicited the 
fact that there was no truth in the curious 
statement made to the Emperor that robber 
chiefs were in the habit of going about in 
the villages of Hunan dressed in yellow 
clothes and seated in chairs borne like 
those of the highest officials by eight men 
as bearers, 
ROBBERIES IN HUNAN. 

October 2nd.-—(1) In a third Memorial 
the same Commissioners deal with the sub- 
ject of robbery and brigandage. The com- 
plaint had been made to the Emperor that, 
in spite of the upright character of the 
people of Hunan, robberies with violence 
had become matters of most frequent occur- 
ence, the criminals being generally dis- 
banded soldiers; and further, that when 
such matters were brought to the notice of 
the authorities, they took no steps to see 
that justice was done to the sufferers. The 
Commissioners having carefully inquired 
into all the cases laid before them, do not 
deny that the number of disbanded soldiers 
in the province has been the cause of a good 
deal of brigandage, but they find that some 
of the alleged cases never took place at all, 
and that others which have been repre- 
sented as robberies with violence, were in 
reality nothing but simples thefts. They 
think that the efficiency of the provincial po- 
lice can best be judged by making a compari- 
son of the number of robberies which have 
actnally occurred and the number in which 
offenders have been convicted. Proceed- 
ing on this system, they discover that out 
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of thirty-three cases as many as thirty have 
been dealt with by the authorities. The 
Governor has shown the serious light in 
which he regards brigandage by withdraw- 
ing from their posts more than one magis- 
trate for failing to report cases with sufli- 
cient promptness. The Commissioners, 
while acquitting the Governor of the charge 
of negligence and the local authorities of 
the charge of hushing up cases, still con- 
sider that the presence of so many dis- 
banded soldiers renders necessary the strict- 
est vigilance both in preventing robberies, 
and in dealing with them after they have 
occurred ; and His Majesty is requested to 
issue instructions to the Governor to this 
effect. 

CHARGES AGAINST HUNAN COMMANDER- 

IN-CHIEF. 

October 3rd.—(1) The Hunan Commis- 
sioners were further directed by the 
Emperor to enquire into the truth of a long 
list of serious charges made against Li 
Sheng, Acting Commander-in-Chief in that 
province. According to the allegations of 
his accuser, during the six years that he 
had occupied his post he had exercised no 
control over his troops and had omitted to 
fill up vacancies as they occurred. He had 
forced his officers to make him presents 
on his birthday and on quarter days. He 
had moved about freely among ordinary 
people, paying visits of congratulation or 
condolence in person and going out to 
dinner when invited, accompanied by a 
theatrical troop. He had kept his office 
closed to the public, but allowed men of 
bad character access to it as they pleased. 
He had adopted the Magistrate of Wu-ling 


asa member of his family, and used his | ; : . 
Governor-General in which he mention- 


influence to obtain the settlement of law 
suits, constantly going in private clothes 
into the houses of the clerks and, oftice 
servants. He had forced merchants to join 
him in trade, sharing their profits but not 
their losses. He had compelled people to 
sell him land in the district under his 
charge, and while honest men suffered at 
his hands, he took no pains to keep down 
robbers. The Commissioners appear to 
have investigated the case with great 
thoroughness. Besides interrogating Li 
Sheng himself, they communicated with the 
Governor and high provincial authorities, 
as well as the principal military officers. 
They also caused the Prefect at Chang-te 
Fu, the head-quarters of the commander- 
in-chief, to make private enquiries among 
the merchants and people of the town. 
They find that, where any vacancies were 
not filled up among the troops, it was done 
in accordance with orders from Peking to 
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reduce numbers. The officers deny that they 
made presents to their chief. No one had 
heard of the Commander-in-Chief’s going 
about among private people, and ashe had no 
actors at home he could not take any abroad. 
The fact that the magistrate’s decisions 
gave general satisfaction was the best proof 
that no undue influence had been exercised 
over him. It was not to be supposed that 
merchants would submit without complain- 
ing to the Commander-in-Chief’s forcing 
them to join him in trade on unfair terms ; 
and the authorities had never heard a word 
of complain on the subject. The high pro- 
vincial authorities bore testimony as to the 
discipline of the troops and the and pains 
taken to keep down brigandage. The 
Commander-in-Chief acknowledged that he 
had purchased land in the country; but 
it was not done as a private invest- 
ment. In his military career he had 
taken part in many campaigns, had been 


| severely wounded, and had risen by His 


Majesty’s favour to high command. While 
thus fighting he had been accompanied by 
many gallant men who had laid down their 
lives for their country, and whose bones 
were now scattered in the wilderness. He 
had therefore, wherever he might be sta- 
tioned, been in the habit of employing 
priests in spring and autumn to perform 
services in honour of those of his comrades 
who had died and left no descendants. In 
order that these services might be held in 
the future, he had recently bought certain 
plots of land, the rental of which would 
form the necessary endowment. He had 
not yet reported the matter to the 
Throne, but he was able to produce a 
letter written by him last year to the 


ed his intention. The Commissioners think 


| this explanation a complete justification for 


the purchase of the land, and acquit the 
Commander-in-Chief of all the charges 
brought against him. 


DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD AT TUNGCHOW AND 
PEKING. 


(2) The Emperor sanctions a grant of 3,000 
piculs of millet to the soup kitchens of 
Tungchow, in order that rations of por- 
ridge may be given to the sufferers from 
floods from the present year. He also 
orders that certain soup-kitchens in Peking 
and at Lukou Ch‘iao shall receive a special 
grant of 700 piculs in addition to the 1,100 
piculs issued to them in ordinary years. 


CHARGES AGAINST PIEN PAO-TI. 


October 4th.—({1) The Gazette is still 
occupied with the report of the Commis- 
sioners sent to investigate the charges made 
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against the Governor of Hunan. One 
subject of accusation was that, on his return 
to his post after filling the higher position 
of Acting Governor-General of Hupei and 
Hunan, he was a sulky and disappointed 
man aud shut himself up in his residence, 
declining on plea of sickness to grant in- 
tervi-ws to his subordinates, whose duty it 
was to call on him. He was also said to 
have gone in his chair, instead of on foot, to 
make obeisance to the Emperor’s tablet at 
the time of the winter solstice and the new 
year, and to have improperly allowed offi- 
cials of low rank to accompany him on these 
occasions. The Commissioners find ques- 
tioning the ofticers stationed at the provin- 
cial capital that they had not experienced 
any difficulty in obtaining access to their 
chief. The Governor also explains that he 
had indeed been ill, and had petitioned the 
Emperor to allow him to retire, but had 
been granted a short leave of absence in- 
stead. The sickness from which he had 
suffered was an infirmity of the legs, ren- 
dering him unable to walk. He _ had, 
therefore, at the solstice and on the New- 
Year’s day ridden in his chair as far as the 
robing room, where he had dismounted 
and been supported into the temple by a 
couple of orderlies, who had thus entered 
with him. Another complaint had refer- 
ence to the lekin collectorate. The com- 


missioners found, however, that there were | 


no grounds for the charges against the 
chief commissioner, who had been accused 
of making alterations in the rules, em- 
ploying his own friends and fellow towns- 
men under fictitious names, and causing 
a falling off in the revenue by his general 
mismanagement and by the corruption of 
those engaged by him. That any decrease 


in the revenue had occurred was trium- | 


phantly disproved by the production of the 
books of returns, from which it was shown 
that the receipts in silver and the receipts 
in copper being calculated together, the 
total sum collected during the last five years 
exceeded that during the previous period by 
more than Tls. 400,000. With regard to the 
army, there were two complaints, first that 
pay was drawn for men who did not exist, 
and secondly that some companies had been 
left without a penny of pay for a whole 
year. Special officers despatched by the 
commissioners compared the rolls with the 
men actually present with their regiments, 
and found that the numbers perfectly 
agreed. They were also unable to discover 
any cases of non-issue of pay. Moreover, 
there had been no tumults or wholesale 
desertions, which would certainly have 
occurred if the men had been left penniless 
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foralongtime. The commissioners also en- 
quired into a number of other casesof alleged 
misconduct on the part of Hunan officials ; 
of these the most important was a charge 
against a Taotai to the effect that he had the 
Governor completely under his influence, 
and took large bribes to obtain appoint- 
ments or favours for other officials, the 
actual sums received from certain officers 
and the agents through whose hands they 
passed being specifically stated in the ori- 
ginal complaint made to the Emperor. 
The commissioners, however, found that 
these charges, like all the others into which 
they had enquired, were without founda- 
tion, They recommend, however, that the 
said Chuang Keng-liang, should be removed 
from the special appointments which he 
held, and that one or two others should be 
lightly punished, or kept under surveill- 
ance, because, though nothing was proved 
against them, they had not. been able to 
keep themselves from being generally 
talked about. 
HONOURS TO LIU LIEN CHIEH. 

October 5th.—({1) The Emperor sanctions 
the building of temples in honour of Liu 
Lien-chieh, who has died recently. The 
late officer served with much distinction 
and in many battles as Commander of a 
body of Hunan troops against the Taiping 
rebels, and has since held important mili- 
tary commands in different places. His 
exploits will also be recorded in the State 
Historiographer’s Office. 
ESCAPR OF AN OFFICIAL FROM BANISHMENT. 


(2) It has been reported to the Emperor 
that a cashiered official named Chang Lu- 
chieh has escaped from the post roads 
where he had been sent to do duty. Search 
is ordered to be made for him in his native 
place and at Peking, where it is thought 
that he may be hiding. 

CUSTOMS RECEIPTS AT PEKING. 

October 6th.—_(1) The Commissioners of 
Customs for the Ha-ta Mén Gate at Peking 
present a report of the sums collected by 
the offices under their superintendence 
during the year of thirteen months com- 
pleted on the 28th September last. The 
receipts, which amount to Tls. 181,658.6.9, 
are somewhat larger than those collected in 
recent years, but still fall short of the 
amount fixed by law, the deficiency being 
Tls. 141,842.7.1.2. Trade has been very 
bad in Peking of late. Fluctuations in 
exchange, high cost of food and dearness 
of carriage have all tended to make mer- 
chants afraid to do business. Then the roads 
were rendered impossible by heavy rains 
during the summer, and in July the river 
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Peiho escaped from its channel and was 
diverted to the East, so that bcat traffic 
was greatly impeded. The foreign Cus- 
toms also steadily absorb an increasing 
portion of the duties. All these causes 
have tended to prevent the receipts from 
reaching the proper amount. The com- 
missioners further state that fines have 
been actually inflicted on seventy-two mer- 
chants, and in a certain number of other 
cases the offenders, who were found really 
to be without means of paying, have been 
either pardoned or punished in other ways. 
—Referred to the Board of Revenue. 
OPIUM DUTY AT PEKING. 

(2) The same Commissioners furnish a 
report on the duty collected on opium. 
According to regulations, which date back 
to 1859, all opium, whether foreign or 
native, is made subject to taxation, and the 
receipts are kept apart from those on other 
goods, and sent separately to the Board of 
Revenue. But it was enacted that at all 
stations on navigable rivers connected with 
the seaports the duty should, as at Shang- 
hai, be Tls. 30 per picul, while at the Ha-ta 
Mén and all barriers on land lines of route 
the charges should only be twenty taels 
instead. The annual duty remitted to the 
Board of Revenue by the commissioners’ 
predecessors has never exceeded Tls. 8,000 
or Tls. 9,000, most of which came from 
foreign opium, the collection on native 
opium being very trifling. And early in the 
present year the Customhouse was notitied 
by the Board of Revenue that there would 
be no duty to be levied on foreign opiun. 
Under these circumstances it has only been 
able to collect Tls. 14,535.3.8, with Tls. 137 
for difference in scales, and the fines amount- 





ing after deduction of the proper percen- | 


tage for rewards, to the sum of Tls. 13.3. 
REPRESSION OF CRIME IN CANTON PROVINCE. 
October 7th.—({1) The Viceroy at Canton 
reports at great length and with very pre- 
cise details the successful result of the 
efforts he has made to put down brigan- 
dage, clan-fighting, and illegal associations 
in the Province of Kuangtung. He divi- 
ded the country into three military dis- 
tricts, assigning the East Coast to Admiral 
Fang Yao, the North and West Rivers to 
General Chéng Shao-chung, and Lien-chou 


Fu and Ch‘in Chou on the West Coast to | 


General Féng Tzii-ts‘ai. Proceedings were 
commenced in the fourth month of last 
year. The Districts of Hai-féng and Lu- 
féng on the East Coast and Ch‘ing-yuan on 
the North River were the localities most 
notorious for either the turbulence of their 
inhabitants or the prevalence of brigandage. 
The gentry in each neighbourhvod were 
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required to assist the local authorities by 
giving in the names of all offenders known 
to them and arresting such persons 
whenever it was in their power. As 
each district was taken in hand, numer- 
ous bodies of troops were moved up, 
and, where it was found necessary, the 
villages were surrounded and all possibility 
of resistance prevented. In the country of 
Hai-féng Hsien as many as 465 men were 
arrested, the worst offenders being execu- 
ted, and others pnnished in various ways 
and then released on bail. In every case 
not only did the criminals confess their 
guilt, but overwhelming evidence was given 
against them by the people of their loca- 
lity. The crimes proved included attack- 
ing towns, resisting troops, killing officials, 
abduction, kidnapping, levying black mail, 
and attempting to coerce the authorities 
by closing markets and destroying public 
offices. At one place in Ch‘in Chou on the 
West Coast, there had been something very 
like rebellion against all authority going on 
for many years, and here occurred what 
seems to have been the only case of open 
resistance to troops. A fortified stronghold 
was taken and burnt by the soldiers, who 
killed in the assault eleven well-known 
ruffians. In addition to the three districts 
mentioned above, the country in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of Canton and to the 
south-west of it was diligently searched for 
offenders. Everywhere the respectable in- 
habitants evinced great joy at the re-asser- 
tion of the majesty of the law. Rules were 
laid down for the preservation of order in 
the future, the use of red and black flags 
was prohibited, and a number of schools and 
colleges were founded with the property and 
plunder confiscated. From the commence- 
ment of the work up to the middle of the 
present summer 906 criminals were execu- 
ted, either on the spot or after reference to 
the Viceroy. Wherever notorious offenders 
evaded the attempts to arrest them, their 
names were published and rewards offered 
for their capture, so that it was rendered 
impossible for them to return hereafter and 
become a trouble to their neighbours. Since 
the execution of the above measures the pro- 
vince has been extraordinarily free from 
crime, except in the Districts of P‘an-yii, 
Nan-hai, Shun-té, Hsiang-shan, and Hsin- 
hui, where robberies and clan-fighting are 
still rife, and the practice of levying 
black mail is even increasing. This the 
Memurialist attributes partly to the facili- 





ties for concealment afforded by the 
numerous creeks on thinly inhabited por- 
tions of the coast, but still more to the prox- 
imity of Hongkong and Macao, from which 
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refuges, after inventing schemes even more 
cunning than before, the criminals sally 
forth to extort the funds by which they are 
able to obtain the protection of the police. 
The Memorialist is now establishing a special 
department for the prevention of crime in 
Canton and the neighbouring districts. The 
troops employed as land and water police 
will also be re-organised, and the coast will 
be patrolled by steamers. He proposes to 
reward the officers who have distinguished 
themselves in the restoration of order as 
above described, and hopes that any failures 
to preserve the peace in the past may be 
ascribed to the difficulties of the situation 
and not be noticed any further.— Approved 
by Rescript. 


OVERFLOWING OF YELLOW RIVER. 


October 8th.—(1) A Decree.—We have 
received a Memorial from Ch‘éng-fu re- 

orting that the Yellow River has burst its 
banks below Chéng Chou and has flooded 
ten parishes, and requesting that he him- 
self and the officers responsible for its con- 
trol should be punished. In September 
the river works at the place in question 
showed signs of great danger and a rush of 
water having come down, the embankments, 
moles, and dykes gave way and ten parishes 
were placed under water. Lower down, 
where there were no embankments, the 
river rose several feet above its banks and 
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overflowed the surrounding country. The | 


officers in charge of the river works showed 
an unpardonable remissness in not taking 
precautionary measures beforehand, and 
the Director-General, in suggesting that 
‘they should be degraded, has requested 
an unduly light form of punishment. We 
command that the following officers be 
degraded and exposed in the cangue 
along the banks of the river: The Sub- 
Prefect and Major of Shang-an, the As- 
sistant Department Magistrate of Chéng 
Chou and and the Lieutenant and Second 
Sergeant of the station below Chéng 
Chou. Let Li Chéng-jung, the Intendant 
of the K‘ai Kuei Ch‘én Hsii Circuit be de- 
prived of his button and handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
Chéng-fu, on whom the control of the river 
specially devolved, cannot be acquitted of 
blame for having failed to take precautions 
for repairing the damage and averting 
further disasters. The people in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the river had 
time, it is stated, to remove to higher 
ground before the casualty occurred and 
have béen duly provided for. Let Ch‘éng- 
fu and: Ni Wén-wei take joint measures for 
inspecting and relieving the more distant 
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districts that have suffered from the floods, 
and report to Us what has been done. 


APPOINTMENT. 


(2) Hung Chiin, the recently appointed 
Minister to Germany, Russia, Austria, and 
Holland, is gazetted sub-Chancellor of the 
Grand Secretariat, with the brevet rank of 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies. 


CANTON SALT REVENUE, 


(3) Some time ago the Governor of Hunan 
was ordered to enrol a force of 3,000 
volunteers for defensiveservice, and, having 
no funds at his disposal, to meet the ex- 
penditure this step entailed, he received 
permission to impose an additional levy of 
2 cash upon every catty of salt from the 
Canton provinces that came into Hunan for 
consumption. His sanction was given on 


- the express understanding that the new tax 


was to be withdrawn immediately the 
volunteer force was disbanded, and that 
it was not to be continued if it was 
found to interfere with the circulation and 
sale of gdvernment salt, In practice the 
extra assessment was amalgamated with 
the lekin levy and was collected at the 
various barriers. The Viceroy of Canton, 
acting upon the advice of the Salt Com- 
missioner, now makes an_ application 
for the abolition of the tax. He states 
that Kuangsi salt, after paying its full dues 
in the Canton province, is subject to a 
number of levies in Hunan, the result being 
that the government salt, though sold at 
a loss, cannot compete with salt of private 
manufacture and is being driven entirely 
out of the market. The sanction for the 
extra assessment was founded on precedents 
established in the case of Szechuen and 
Huai An salt consumed in Hupei, and as 
the tax has been abolished in the latter 
instance and the reason for its levy no 
longer exists, it ought similarly to be with- 
drawn in the one now under review. 
Indeed, the case is still stronger, for the 
districts in which the tax is levied in Hunan 
are included in the area assigned for the 
consumption of salt from the Canton pro- 
vinces and do not form ground ‘‘lent” for 
the purpose. Canton salt has at present no 
outlet, and unless the present request is 
granted, the whole Gabelle system of the 
province will be seriously affected. With 
the exception of the land-tax and the lekin, 
salt forms the only staple source of revenue 
which enables the Canton Government to 
meet the heavy demands that are upon it 
for the payment of foreign loans and the 
remittances to Peking and various pro- 
vinces.-_Referred by Rescript to the con- 
sideration of the Board of Revenue. 
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CARGO BOATS FOR CHIHLI. 

(4) Li Hung-chang reports that the 233 
cargo boats which the Hupei Government 
undertook to construct for Chihli duly 
reached their destination in the north early 
in August last. They were carefully ins- 
pected by the Tientsin Taotai and the 
acting customs Taotai who reported that 
they were of good material and excellent 
workmanship, and corresponded with the 
designs furnishe] on previous occasions by 
the board. The sails, however, had got 
torn and battered on their long voyage 
north, and the Taotais had taken steps for 
providing new ones. Suitable crews were 
being looked for to be in readiness to un- 
dertake the lightering of the tribute rice 
next spring. 

CASH FOR PEKING. 

(5) The Taotai and Arsenal authorities at 
Tientsin were required some time ago to 
coin 100,000 strings of cash for use in 
Peking, and to defray the cost of materials 
and manufacture, a sum of Tls. 80,000 was 
to be retained from the annual subsidy 
remitted from the Ch‘ang-lu salt establish- 
ment. A further order was subsequently 
received for 50,000 strings of cash which 
were to be coined by the Financial Com- 
missioner at Pao-ting Fu. As materials 
for the coinage of the latter order, 
200,000 catties of Japanese copper and 
an equal quantity of English lead were 
to be taken from the supplies pur- 
chased by the board and stored at Tientsin. 
The expenses of manufacture were to be 
deducted from the subsidy due from the 
Ch‘ang-lu Salt Works. The Governor- 
General reports that the Treasurer is now 
ready to start work, but he submits that 
Tientsin, and not Pao-tiug Fu, should be 
the place selected for the purpose. In the 
first place, this will save the cost of taking 
the materials to the latter place, and when 
coined, the cash can be sent far more easily 
by water from Tientsin than by the land 
route from Pao-ting Fu to Peking.—Re- 


script: Let the Board of Revenue be 
informed. 
DEGRADATION OF HIGH OFFICIALS AT 


FOOCHOW. 

October 9th.—A Memorial from the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Civil Office and his 
colleagues recommending the form of 
penalty to be awarded to the Governor- 
General and Financial Commissioner at 
Foochow under thefollowing circumstances: 
One of the regulations of the Board of Re- 
venue lays down that an officer who fails to 
clear up his accounts when handing over 
charge of a post is not to receive any other 
substantive or acting appointment, or to be 
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employed in any official capacity what- 
soever. An officer named Lu Ch‘ing-yiin 
acted for alittle over a year as Magistrate 
of the Chin-chiang District and managed in 
that short time to embezzle a sum of over 
Tis. 12,150. Barely a month after he 
quitted this post, he was allowed by the 
Financial Commissioner to take up the 
substantive appointment of Magistrate of 
the P‘ing-nan District in direct defiance 
of the regulations framed by the board. 
It is considered probable that he may 
have taken advantage of this opportunity 
to make good his previous defalcations, 
and, at all events, the example of an officer 
who has committed such enormous frauds 
settling down quietly at another post is 
scarcely such as to exercise a deterrent 
influence on other members of the service. 
The offence of which the Governor-General 
and the financial commissioner are con- 
victed for making the above appointment 
is considered to be the same as that of 
screening a subordinate, and the Memo- 
rialists suggest that they should each be 
deprived of three steps of commutative 
rank and be transferred to other posts. 
They add that as the Governor-General 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin had already been sen- 
tenced to deprivation of rank and retention 
at his post on account of the mishap at the 
Pescadores, permanent removal from office 
should in his case be substituted for the 
award now suggested.—Decree published 
earlier. 
A CASE OF FEMALE DEVOTION. 

October 10th.—(1) Tuan Wei-hsin, a 
native of Ch‘ang-p‘ing Chou in Chihli, was 
an expectant Magistrate on the staff of the 
Canton Province who had taken an Anhui 
girl named Chiang to be his concubine in 
the year 1862. Last year he was placed in 
charge of a lekin station in the Shao-chou 
Prefecture, where he settled down with his 
family. Shortly afterwards he was seized 
with an attack of asthma, a complaint from 
which he had always suffered. His concu- 
bine nursed him with great care, made him 
broth, burnt incense and prayed earnestly 
for his recovery, even offering her own life 
as a substitute for his. His illness, how- 
ever, continued and ended fatally early in 
the present year. His concubine was in- 
consolable : for three days she refused food, 
and unwilling to survive her lord, made a 
firm resolve that she would follow him to 
the grave. The principal wife of the de- 
ceased and his sons did all they could 
to comfort her, and for a time the watch- 
fulness of the servants gave her no oppor- 
tunity of carrying out her intention. One 
night, however, about a fortnight after her 
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husband’s death, she stole out of her room 
in the dark and threw herself into a river 
that flowed close by. The river was dragged 
and the body discovered at some distance. 
The sight of the corpse, as it lay dressed in 
pure white robes of mourning, with the 
face retaining the very same expression it 
wore in life, was aftecting in the extreme. 
Her husband’s colleagues raised a subscrip- 
tion to defray the burial expenses, and the 
body was laid in a temporary resting place 
on the hill-side. An application for per- 
mission to erect an honorary portal in the 
lady’s honour, emanating from her fellow- 
townsmen stationed at the place of her 
decease, and endorsed by the Viceroy and 
Governor of Canton, has been submitted to 
the Throne and has received the Imperial 
approval. 
LEKIN ON FOREIGN OPIUM. 

(2) The Tartar-General at Foochow, in 
his capacity of Superintendent of Trade, 
forwards a statement (not published) of the 
amount of lekin. collected on foreign opium 
from the 1st February to the 3lst March 
last at Foochow, Amoy, Pagoda Anchorage, 
and Takow. He refers to the numerous 
telegrams and letters which he received 
from the Tsung-li Yamén informing him of 
the new arrangement by which the collec- 
tion was to be undertaken by the foreign 
Customs and instructing him to give the 
Commissioner of Customs his active co- 
operation in having it carried out. These 
reports will be sent quarterly in future and 
drawn up in the same form as the state- 
ments of duties collected, from which, how- 
ever, they will be kept distinct. 

A PUBLIC BENEFACTOR REWARDED. 

(3) By constitutional usage permission 
may be asked to erect an honorary portal 
to the memory of any one who subscribes 
a sum of Tis. 1,000 for the repair of roads, 
bridges, or other public works. Chang 
Chih-tung reports that an expectant pre- 
fect has built, at his own expense and ata 
cost of Tls. 1,200, an embankment and 
rampart in the Ssu-hui District. The work 
was undertaken in obedience to the dying 
wishes of his grandfather, and has been 
completed in a very substantial manner. 
The Viceroy thinks that it would stimulate 
the public interest in such matters if the 
donor were allowed to build an arch to the 
joint memory of his grandfather and grand- 
mother, both of whom were recipients of 
Imperial honours.—Granted. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS FOR OFFICERS WHO 
HAVE DIED IN MAINAN. 

Oct. 11th.—{1) Yang Yii-shu, an expect- 
ant Taotai, was sent to Hainan last year 
and acted there as chief of the military de- 
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partment under the orders of Féng Tzu- 
ts‘ai. He also directed the operations that 
were undertaken for reducing the Li tribes 
and opening up the island by road-making. 
He traversed Ling-shui and Wan Chou, 
penetrated the Li fastuesses, captured the 
rebel chieftains, and finally fell a victim to 
the deadly miasma early in the present 
year. The Viceroy of Canton speaks highly 
of his services and of the great respect en- 
tertained for him by the Lis, who offered 
sacrifices to his memory, and deplores the 
great loss which he has sustained in being 
deprived of such a capable agent at a time 
when his resolution and courage had not 
attained their full development. The Vice- 
roy appends a list of 14 civil and 17 mi- 
litary officers, all of whom have recently 
succumbed to the climate and hardships of 
the military life in Hainan. The climate 
is hot during the day and cool at night and 
quite different from that of the mainland. 
Operations against the Lis are conducted 
under great difficulties and trials. The 
country is covered with masses of rank and 
tangled vegetation which breeds deadly 
malaria, and is infested with leeches, 
snakes, and cobras. The approaches are 
studded with poisoned stakes, fords have 
to be crossed at every stage, and there is 
no possibility of guarding against the occult 
and fatal charms practised by the enemy. 
The officers who have been stricken down 
in Hainan have devoted their lives to the 


' service of their country, and their sacrifice 


is quite as great and as noble as if they had 
fallen on the field of battle. The Viceroy, 
therefore, asks that posthumous distinctions 
should be conferred upon Yang Yii-shu and 
the rest, and in a Rescript the Emperor 
conveys his approval of the application. 


THE LATE LEADER OF THE BLACK FLAGS 
PROCEEDS TO PEKING FOR AUDIENCE. 


(2) Liu Yung-fu, formerly leader of ‘‘The 
Black Flags,” and now Brigadier-General at 
Nanao, having received permission to pro- 
ceed to Peking to be presented at Court, 
Chang-chih-tung asks that his doing so may 
be postponed for a month or so for the 
following reasons. Three of the five bat- 
talions which the General commands have 
until recently been serving in Hainan, and 
as the trouble there is now over, it is pro- 
posed to disband them. The men nearly 
all belong to the frontier country, and they 
will be treated liberally and sent back to 
their homes at government expense. The 
presence of the general is necessary to 
complete the arrangements in connection 
with their departure, but it is hoped that 
he will be in a position to start for Peking 


160 





[Oor. 11—12. 





early in October. The Viceroy intimates 
in a separate Memorial that Liu Yung-fu is 
to be transferred to the post of Brigadier- 
General at Chieh-shih, in succession to Lai 
Chén-juen, who has been appointed to 
Kiungchow. 


NEW TAOTAISHIP IN KUANGSI. 


(3) An application from the Viceroy at 
Canton asking that the Taotai of the newly 
created Intendancy of T‘ai P‘ing Kuei Shun, 
in Kuangsi, should be furnished with a seal 
of office as Superintendent of the Chén-nan 
Custom House. 

PARRICIDE BY A LUNATIC. 

October 12th.—{1) Wan-tun, a native of 
the Lo-ling District in Shantung, suffered 
from attacks of insanity, but had never 
given any serious trouble. His father, to 
whom he had been a dutiful son, persuaded 
the neighbours not to report the matter to 
the authorities for fear he should be placed 
in confinement. During one of his tits, a few 
months ago, he seized a vegetable chopper 
and hacked his father horribly about the 
throat and head. He then rushed out into 
the street, jumped wildly about and shouted 
that he had killed his father. He was 
apprehended, but it was found impossible 
at first to take his evidence as a vacant 
stare and incoherent answers were all that 
could be obtained. A medical examination 
of his pulse proved that his madness was 
perfectly real. The law is that the mur- 
derer of a father suffer death by the slow 
and painful process, and the sentence 
is not affected by the insanity of the 
criminal. If the act has been committed 
at a distance of more than 300 li from the 
provincial capital, the death sentence is to 
be carried out there, and the head sent 
back for exposure at the scene of the crime. 
The punishment for concealing cases of 
insanity resulting in murder is the same as 
for failing to report and prevent the commis- 
sion of a murder of which one has previous 
knowledge, namely 100 blows. One of the 
delinquents in the case who is over 80 years 
of age has been pardoned, but with this 
exception the provisions of the law have 
been duly carried out. 


RE-HEARING OF A CASE IN WHICH APPEAL 
WAS MADE TO THE EMPEROR. 


(2) The year 1853 being one of great 
dearth in Shantung, Kao Hsuo-li, a native 
of T‘éng Hsien, emigrated to Honan in 
search of a livelihood, and was there adopted 
by Huang Fu Hsiio-hsiu, an old man with 
no children of his own. In 1881 he came 
back to his native place to do a trade in 
incense, the proceeds of the sale of which 
he spent in buying a plot of mountain land 
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containing nearly 8 mu. Kao Hesiio-hsin, a 
senior member of the clan, was to cultivate 
and look after the land during his absence.. 


In the following year he returned with 
eighteen packets of incense, and as circum-. 


stances obliged him to go back before he 
could dispose of them, he entrusted them 
for sale to Kao Hsiio-hsin and Kao San- 
hsin. He borrowed 36 tiao from the former, 
15 tiao from the latter, and 40 tiao from 
another relative, all of which was to be 
repaid on the sale of the incense. Kav 
Hsiio-hsin realized 128 tiao by the sale of 
twelve packets of the stuff, but paid off no 
debts. Kao San-hsin sold a packet at 11 
tiao and the other five packets remained 
unsold. Kao Hsiio-li, on coming back a 
year later, was dunned for the money he 
owed, and had to make over his farm in 
satisfaction of his debts. He then brought 
an action against Kao Hsiio-hsin for the 
balance due from the sale of the incense. 
A course of litigation ensued, and finally 
Kao Haiio-li embellished his story by sundry 
additions about bribery and the death of a 
child, and started for Peking where he laid 
his complaint before the Emperor. He was 
sent back in the usual way to stand his trial 
in Shantung, and he has now been sentenc- 
ed to banishment and 100 blows for his 
audacity in ventuing to obstruct the Im- 
perial cortége. Kao Hsiio-hsin is acquitted 
of all the charges except that of having 
failed to account for the price of the in- 
cense. In virtue, however, of his being a 
senior member of the family, he is not liable 
to any punishment for his action, but he 
will be required to make repayment. The 
remainder of the Memorial is devoted to a 
settlement of accounts between the parties. 
PURCHASE OF FOREIGN FIREARMS AND 
AMMUNITION AT CANTON. 

(3) From a statement furnished by the 
Viceroy at Canton it appears that during 
the year ended the 28th August, 1886, the 
following purchases of foreign arms were 
made in Hongkong: 55 Winchester rifles, 
one breech-loading piece of ordnance, 
one Whitworth breech-loading piece of 
ordnance of steel, 620 muzzle-] ading guns, 
987 chien-li-ti (?) long rifles, 4 Armstrong 
muzzle-loading guns of steel, 1,245 Snider 


rifles, and 3 pieces of muzzle-loading steel . 


ordnance. MHsii Ching-ch‘éng, the Chi- 
nese Minister at Berlin, purchased 3 steel 
guns, with 21 chambers each, for the 
Canton Government, and a fén-chieh <1) 
piece of ordnance was bought from the firm 
of Telge & Co., Sfanghai. The guns have 
been duly supplied with shot, pods, per: 
cussion caps and fittings, and a detailed 


account of the expenditure will be furnished 
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later on. All the above purchases were 
made prior to the receipt of the Board’s 
despatch on the subject, the terms of which 
will be strictly observed in future. 
ADDITION TO THE NUMBER OF PROVINCIAL 
GRADUATES FOR MANCHURIA. 


October 13th.--The present territorial 
division of Manchuria into three provinces 
dates from the year 1683. As the popula- 
tion was scant, and education had not passed 
an elementary stage, both the primary and 
higher examinations for literary degrees 
had up to that time been held together 
for the whole of Manchuria. The candi- 
dates for the chi jén degree were allowed 
to compete at Peking for four places on the 
list, and this arrangement was continued 
after the division of the country into 
separate provinces. In 1877, Ch‘ung Hou, 
then Military Governor at Moukden, 
obtained sanction to have the number of 
places increased to eight. From a Memorial 
presented by the Literary Chancellor and 
the Governors of Kirin and Féng-t‘ien, it 
now appears that the progress of literary 
studies and the increase in the number of 
undergraduates in the two Northern pro- 
vinces have rendered a modification of the 
existing arrangement very desirable. Féng 
t‘ien has secured more than its fair share 
of the eight places assigned to the corpo- 
rate body of students and the failure of the 
other two provinces to compete successfully 
with it is thus accounted for. Students 
of these provinces are deterred from 
going to Peking by the great distance and 
the expensive journey, and not more than 
40 or 50 per cent. of them proceed to the 
higher examination. The discouraging in- 
fluence which this has exercised is proved 
by the fact that Kirin has profited nothing 
by the increase of places secured by Ch‘ung 

ou. On the contrary, before the number 
was raised, the northern provinces used 
to get one or two places as a rule, while now 
their position on the lists is often repre- 
sented by a blank. The Governor of Kirin 
has done all he could to encourage the stud- 
ents to go to Peking, but in spite of his efforts 
inthis direction, the lastexamination showed 
@ greater reluctance on their part than 
ever before. The only remedy that will 
meet the case is the allotment of a fixed 
number of places to be competed for separa- 
tely by Kirin and Hei Lung Chiang. To 
give them the one or two places they now 
get would not inspire much confidence and 
to deduct a greater number from the total 
would be making them’ profit at the ex- 
pense of Féng-t‘ien. The measure adopted 
at the instance of Tso Tsung-t‘ang, in the 
case of Shénsi and Kansu, should be made 
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applicable to Manchuria. The number of 
places at the provincial examination that 
had previously been assigned to both pro- 
vinces was left to Shensi, and Kansu was 
allotted a separate number of its own. 
Similarly, it is suggested that Féng-t‘ien 
should cuntinue to compete for the eight 
existing places and that four new places 
should be assigned to Kirin and Hei Lung 
Chiang.—Referred to the consideration of 
the Board of Rites. 


ESCAPE OF A CONVICT, 


October 14th.—(1) The Military Lieuten- 
ant-Governor and the Deputy Lieutenant- 
Governor of Ch‘ahar report the escape 
of Chang Shéng-kai, a convict who was 
stationed for the past fifteen months at post 
No. 6 not far from Kalgan. The convict is 
a native of the Shan-hua district in Hunan, 
and was formerly a colonel in the Chinese 
army. He was sentenced to banishment for 
his conduct on the occasion of the reverse 
sustained at Pagoda Anchorage. He came 
into action leaning on the arms of his fol- 
lowers, and the troops under his command 
became frightened and broke up in disorder. 
As soon as his absence from the post roads 
was noticed, the authorities of the adjacent 
provinces were furnished with particulars 
of his age, appearance, native place, ete., 
and were requested to issue general orders 
with a view to securing his apprehension. 

CHARITY DISTRIBUTION. 

(2) The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with Memorials asking for the 
usual winter supplies of millet for the soup 
kitchens and other charitable institutions in 
and around Peking. The P‘u-chai T‘ang 
and the Tzu-shan T‘ang, both of which are 
inside the Kuang-an Gate, are to receive 
800 and 300 piculs of millet, respectively ; 
3,000 piculs are to be issued to the Wang- 
shu Yiian at T‘ung Chow, and a soup 
kitchen recently established at Lu-kou 
Ch‘iao is to have a grant of 400 piculs. 


YELLOW RIVER. FLOOD IN HONAN. 

October 16th.—{1) The Emperor ex- 
presses great grief at the suffering caused 
by floods in Honan, where the Yellow River 
has burst its banks in the subprefecture of 
Cheng Chou a little above K'‘aifeng Fu. 
The serious nature of the calamity has rob- 
bed Her Majesty the Empress Mother of 
both sleep and appetite. She desires the 
Emperor to furnish the Governor of Honan 
with a hundred thousand taels from the ac- 
cumulated savings of the privy purse, in 
order that he may distribute relief to the 
sufferers in his own province and in the 
neighbouring province of Anhui. The 
governor is desired to select officers of 
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ability, who will give their most earnest 
endeavours to the task, and will take care 
that no corruption is practised. Every day 
that is saved in relieving the unfortunate 
people will spare His Majesty a day of 
pangs. 

Norg.—According to information re- 
ceived from Chinese sources it appears that 
the water escaped from the Yellow River 
has run into the Ju River, which at Cheng 
Chou is very near the Yellow River. From 
the Ju River it is conveyed through Anhui 
into the Huai River and eventually enters 
the sea at the old mouth of the Yellow 
River near Huai-an Fu in Kiangsu, or else 
follows the course of the Grand Canal 
southwards from Huai-an Fu till it enters 
the Yangtsze sumewhere between Chin- 
kiang and the coast. ] 

RETIREMENT OF LI PING-HENG. 

(2) Li Ping-heng, Provincial Treasurer 
and Acting Governor of Kuangsi, is per- 
mitted to retire on the ground of ill-health. 

{Norz.—It is probable that Li Ping-heng, 
who has administered the government of 
Kuangsi with much credit for a considerable 
period and during difficult times, is dis- 
appointed to find himself passed over in 
favour of the Minister Shen of the Tsung-li 
Yamén, whose appointment to the governor- 
ship of Kuangsi was recently announced. 
The selection of a Tsung-li Yamén Minister 
for Kuangsi was doubtless on account of 
the likelihood of international questions of 
difficulty arising with the French on the 
frontier of Tongking. ] 


SUB-PREFECTS FOR MING CHIANG AND 
LUNG CHOU. 


(3) Officers are recommended for the 
vacant sub-prefectships of Ming-chiang 
T‘ing and Lung Chou in T‘ai-ping Fu on 
the Tongking frontier, both places being 
described as malarious districts. 


OFFICERS OF STATE ABSENT FROM PALACE. 

October 16th. —(1) An Imperial Decree 
animadverts on the fact that the Ministers 
of the Six Boards and other officers of State 
have of late often been found to be absent 
when summoned for audience on days when 
it is their turn to be in waiting at the palace, 
They are severely censured for this unseem- 
ly behaviour, and are warned not to expose 
themselves to the punishment which will 
fall upon them if their negligence is con- 
tinued. 


NEW PROVINCIAL TREASURER. KUANGSI. 
(2) Ma P‘ei-yao is appointed Provincial 

Treasurer for Kuangsi, and is directed to 

proceed straight to his post. : 
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GOVERNMENT CAMELS IN ULIASUTAI. 

(3) The Governor of Uliasutai reports 
that the government yards in his territo: 
at present only contain 400 camels, which 
number is not sufficient for the work of 
transporting military stores and prisoners’ 
rations. He has, therefore, in accordance 
with precedent, taken 700 camel geldings 
from the official breeding establishments, 
and transferred them for service to the 
government yards. 


ULIASUTAI, INSPECTION OF POST STATIONS. 

(4) The same officer reports that he is 
about to visit and inspect the frontier guard 
houses in his territory and the post-stations 
on the north and west roads, as he is re- 
quired to do by law once every three years. 
If the beasts of burden wanted for these 
places are not sufficient for use, the neigh- 
bouring Mongol tribes are bound to supply 
the deficiency. This practice was put a 
stop to in 1870 because of the continued 
mortality among the Mongol cattle. But 
the seasons having been favourable of late, 
it has become possible once more to make 
requisitions on the Turbets and other 
tribes ; and it is necessary for the governor 
to visit the stations to see that the supplies 
are properly obtained. 

CASH FOR PEKING FROM TIENTSIN. 

(5) The Viceroy Li Hung-chang reports 
that it was agreed with the Board of Re- 
venue that he should supply the Peking 
Government with 200,000 strings of copper 
cash, 100,000 strings being cast at Tientain, 
50,000 cast at Paoting Fu, and 50,000 
bought at Tientsin. The purchase of 50,000 
strings has given much trouble owing to 
the scarcity of money, but by sending to 
Shanghai and other places he has got 
together the number he was desired to buy. 
Their cost, for which an average has been 
struck, is 1,512 cash per treasury tael, or 
Tls. 33,068.7.8.3.4, the freight to Peking 
not being included. 


MEMORIAL TO A VIRTUOUS LADY. 


October 17th.—(1) The Governar of 
Kuangsi requests that a memorial arch ma 
be erected in honour of a lady named Ts‘ai, 
who has died recently. She was betrothed. 
in her childhood to a Nanking man named 
Yeh I-ping, but was never actually married 
to him; and in 1856, when she was nineteen 
years old, he died at Yangchow of a disease 
caused by the hardships and exposure he 
had undergone during service with the army. 
Overcome with grief she determined to put 
an end to her life, and was with difficulty 
prevented by her relations. Afterwards, 
reflecting on the fact that her betrothed 
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had left a childless mother, she made up 
her mind to become his widow in order that 
it might be possible that a child should be 
adopted for him and posterity thus con- 
tinued to his family. The consent of his 
relations was obtained, but owing to the war 
raging in the country it was necessary to 
leave her in her father’s house till 1865, when, 
peace having been restored, an attendant 
was sent to escort her to her mother-in-law’s 
home. There she dwelt the remainder of 
her life, denying herself all enjoyments, 
attending on her mother-in-law, and bring- 
ing up an adopted child. Last January she 
died, after thirty years of chaste widowhood. 
—Granted by Rescript. 
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) Wang Ching-hsien, is appuinted Tao- 
tai of Kao-chou Fu and Lien-chou Fu in 
Kuangtung. Liao Shou-feng is appointed 
Provincial Chief Justice for Kueichou. 
Shih Ch‘un is appointed Grain Taotai for 
the province of Chékiang. 

SHANTUNG. ADDITIONAL FUNDS WANTED 

FOR YELLOW RIVER. 

October 18th.--(1) The Governor of 
Shantung recently presented a Memorial 
praying that a further yearly sum of Tis. 
160,000 might be allotted to him for the pre- 
vention of floods from the Yellow River in 
the province of Shantung. The Board of Re- 
venue, to whom the application was referred, 
highly approved the desire to show com- 
passion for the people and to protect the 
country, which prompted the Governor to 
ask for additional funds, in order that he 
might be able, first to establish offices for 
the purchase of materials instead of making 
requisitions for them on the neighbouring 
inhabitants, and secondly to hire men for 
the preservation of the private embank- 
ments. But seeing that the annual appor- 
tionment for the prevention of floods in 
Shantung amounted to as much as Ts, 
400,000, the board was unable to give its 
immediate consent to the governor’s de- 
mand, The governor now repeats his re- 
quest. He is assured by his officers who 
are in‘charge of the river works that all the 
funds for the present year have been spent 
long ago, and that the estimates have been 
framed with the most careful economy. 
Moreover, a very small additional expen- 
diture by the Government will save the 
people its amount many times over. Ina 
country where a breach in the river bank 
causes the escape of the whole body of 
water, the most strenuous afforts of the 
conservators are required to combat the 
stream. If, when the river begins to eat 
‘into the banks, there are no fascines where- 
with to strengthen them, there might as 
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well be no banks at all. The fascines 
cannot be made when wanted, unless there 
be materials at hand. The materials are 
useless if there be not a staff of men to 
apply them. And each work must be in- 
spected at every point, for a single crevice 
will render the whole useless. Such is 
the state of things through the three hun- 
dred miles of territory traversed by the 
Yellow River in Shantung. Every tract 
that can be saved from inundation means 
the preservation from ruin of its body of 
inhabitants. Though the cost of prevention 
may be heavy, it is much less than that of 


' relieving sufferers. The sum of Tis. 150,000 


has been calculated with such exactness 
and’economy that it is impossible to make 
any reduction. The Memorialist therefore 
prays that his application may be recon- 
sidered.—Referred to the Board of Re- 
venue. 

TRIAL TRIP OF VESSEL AT FOOCHOW. 


(2) The authorities of the Foochow Ar- 
senal report the trial of the Huan-t‘ai 
despatch boat, which was launched on the 
3rd of November last year. The trial took 
place on the 30th of August last in the 
presence of the superintendent and over- 
seers of the arsenal. After the offer of 
sacrifice to the Queen of Heaven the 
machinery was set in motion and the vessel 
started. She steamed from the Lo-hsing 
Pagoda to Matsou Island, there being a high 
north wind blowing anda strong tide running. 
The number of revolutions was ninety- 
one per minute. The speed attained was 
124 knots or 15 English miles. With best 
English coal and in smooth water, she 
would be able to go more than 100 li in 
two hours. She will be taken to Nanking 
by the officer in command and delivered to 
the Viceroy there, who will report to the 
Throne the names of the officers appointed 
to her, the number of the crew, and their 
rates of pay. The arsenal is just now ex- 
tremely busy, having a steel-clad vessel in 
course of construction, as well as a number 
of despatch boats and light draught vessels 
intended for the Canton Viceroy, who 
wishes to receive them as soon as possible. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

October 19th.—(1) Li Hung-t‘sao is ap- 
pointed President of the Board of Cere- 
monies in the place of Pi Tao-yuan, who is 
permitted to retire on account of ill-health. 
Chou Sheng-po is appointed Commander- 
in-chief for Hunan. 

ROBBERS CAPTURED IN PEKING. 

(2) A Decree orders the trial and punish- 
ment with extreme severity of eleven rob- 
bers who were captured in one of the 


164 


[Ocr. 19—20. 





State Granaries in Peking. A penalty will 
also be inflicted on the officer in charge of 
the granary, whose negligence permitted it 
to be made the head-quarters of a gang of 
thieves. 


PARRICIDE BY A MANIAC IN SHANTUNG. 


his father. The criminal Sung Pao-shih, 
who had always been an obedient and 
dutiful son, last April suddenly became 
subject to fits of madness of varying degrees 
of intensity. But as he was not violent, 
the neighbours and the tipao were per- 
suaded not to report the case to the authori- 
ties, and he was thus left at large instead 
of being locked up by his friends. One after- 


noonin May, when his brothers wereguneout + 


to work, his father was in the house engaged 
in cutting up some vegetables. Under the 
influence of a sudden access of his malady, 
he seized the knife his father was using and 
wounded him with it in several places. 
When the persons summoned by the cries 
of his mother arrived, they found him still 
brandishing the knife and dancing in front 
of an out-house into which his father had 
escaped. The knife was knocked from his 
hand and he was then secured. The father 
was carried home and medical treatment 
applied, but, unfortunately, he caught 
cold in his wounds, and expired after four 
days. News of the crime ‘having reached 
the authorities, the murderer was ar- 
rested and examined. He was found how- 
ever, to be absolutely bereft of intelligence, 
and even the threat of torture failed to 
make any impression on him. As the law 
allows no mitigation of its penalties on 
account of insanity in cases of parricide, the 
murderer has been sentenced to be put to 
death by slow degrees. The neighbours 
and the tipao, who failed to report the 
man’s becoming insane, have been sentenced 
to receive 100 blows, and the tipao is also 
dismissed from his post. The mother and 
brothers have excused themselves for not 
notifying the authorities of the crime com- 
mitted on the groundsthatthey were entirely 
occupied with caring for the wounded man; 
and their plea has been accepted as suffi- 
cient.—Rescript: Let the Board of Punish- 
ments take note. 


RE-BUILDING OF CONFUCIUS’ FAMILY HOME. 


(4) The house of Duke Yen-shéng (the 
descendant and representative of Confucius) 
having been burnt some time ago, subscrip- 
tions were collected among the officials of 
Shantung and other provinces, and the 
task of rebuilding it was entrusted to the 
Taotai of the district. It is found, how- 
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ever, that the necessary timber cannot be 
purchased on the spot, and that it must be 
procured at, Yangchow or Chinkiang. The 
Governor of Shantung now requests that 
the timber purchased may be passed free 
of duty at the stations en route in accord- 


(3) ‘The Governor of Shantung . repotts | ance with the precedent set when the 


the sentence passed on a maniac who killed | 


Confucian Temple in Ch‘ii-fu Hsien was 
rebuilt some years ago.—Granted by Re- 
script, orders being issued at the same time 
to take care that the permission is not 
utilised for smuggling other articles. 


DEATH OF LIU LIEN-CHIEH. 

October 20th.—(1) In a very long Me- 
morial the Viceroy Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian nar- 
rates with much minuteness the exploits of 
a distinguished officer named Liu Tien- 
chieh, who has just died. He tells how 
the-deceased general, though a man of birth 
and eduéation, joined the army as a com-. 
mon soldier soon after the beginning of the 
Taiping Rebellion, at the moment when 
the whole valley ofthe Yangtze from Han- 
kow to Nanking was lest _to the Emperor. 
From the very first he\drew attention to 
himself by his intelligence and intrepidity. 
At the siege of Wuchang\he was dashed 
senseless from a scaling ladder, but after- 
wards came to himself again. \ He was soon 
promoted, and Tseng Kuo-fan, Who thought 
him too good to be a military maf, obtained 
his transfer into the civil servicd but still 
made use of him to command trpops. A 
hundred fierce combats fought for C 
very of Kiangsi and Anhui brought him 
rapid promotion, and his exploits \in the 
siege and capture of Ganking won fdr him 
a Taotaiship and the coveted title of B - 
In 1861 he joined the Memorialist, whQ WS 
commencing the siege of Nanking. (The 
arrival of the huge bodies of Taipings 
Soochow and Hangchow reduced the b 
gers to great straits. They were hemmed 
in in their turn, and were short of praj¥!- 
sions as well as without hope of reliff. 
There was talk of retreating across tghe 
Yangtze, but Liu Tien-chieh announ 
publicly that he would die at this posgt, 
and sent his younger brother to tell hijs 
parents of his intention. The army was fo! 
forty-six days in the extremity of danger, 
and during all this time, whatever migh 
be the special post of peril and difficulty, 
Liu Lien-chieh was the man to claim it. 
At last the tide turned, and the enemy 
were beaten back. Before long he was sent 
in haste to protect Wu-wei Chou, where the 
enemy were threatening the line of commu- . 
nication by which supplies were brought to 
the Imperialists. Marching day and night 
for seventy miles he came up with the enemy 
and defeatedthem, Taking up his position 
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ten miles from the town, he was soon sur- 
rounded by an immense army of rebels. 
His men were short of provisions, some- 
times for days without food, and glad to 
feed on horse and donkey flesh. P‘eng Yi- 
lin, who could not bear the thought 
that so valuable an officer should be 
lost, sent a spy to hii with a letter 
enclosed in a ball of wax, telling him that 
the foe were too many, and he had better 
try to break through them and flee ; should 
he be blamed for so doing, P‘eng Yi-lin 
would take the consequences. But still 
Liu Lien-chieh held to his post, till after 
twenty-two days P‘eng Yii-lin’s brother 
came to the rescue, and getting the rebels 
between their two forces, they utterly 
crushed them. His next exploit was to 
pass a river in the night at the head of a 
forlorn hope of a hundred men. They 
crossed the water in wooden tubs, which 
they upset on landing, so that retreat 
might be impossible, and at early drawn 
they rushed into the enemy’s camp. 
Soon came the investment of Nanking by 
the combined Imperialist forces. Liu 
Lien-chieh, who had now received the 
gift of a yellow riding jacket, was always 
in the thickest of the fight, standing like 
a rock among his men and _ bespattered 
with the blood of those who fell around 
him. For seven days and nights he re- 
mained at his post exposed to the fire 
of several hundred foreign mortars, which 
foreigners had been hired to aim. When 
at last the mine beneath the walls had 
exploded, he entered immediately at 
the breach, and with hard fighting 
secured the gates, which allowed the 
admittance of the rest of the army. He 
afterwards marched through Kiangsi into 
Kuangtung, and nota single person along 
the line of march suffered by the passage of 
his troops. Peace now being restored, he 
retired to his home in the country, with 
the rank of Provincial Treasurer and a 
button of the first class. In 1878, the 
Memorialist, being Governor of Shansi, sent 
for him to take command of the troops out- 
side the Great Wall; and there he com- 
posed a book on tactics, with which he 


’ instructed his army. In 1880 he was placed 


in command at Shan-hai-kuan, and next 
year he retired again. In 1884, he was 
called out once more and given charge of 
the defences from Chinkiang to Kiang-yin, 
He had just completed the construction of 
a fort mounted with eight hundred pound- 
ers near Kiang-yin when he was taken ill 

[Norm.—Perhaps no greater proof could 
have been given of Liu Lien-chih’s military 
reputation, than his selection for the com- 
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mand at Shan-hai-kuan when war was ap- 
prehended with Russia, and for that at the 
entrance to the Yangtze when the rupture 
occurred with France. ] 


BANISHMENT OF LIU AO. 


(2) Liu Ao, Taotai of Formosa, was con- 
demned to death some time ago for pecula- 
tion, but in consequence of his having re- 
funded all the money misappropriated by 
him, his sentence was mitigated, and he 
was condemned instead to penal servitude 
on the Amoor frontier. His arrival there 
is now reported by the Military Governor 
of Hei-lung Chiang, who has stationed him 
at the Mang-noi guard-house. 


FLOODS IN SHUN-T‘IEN FU. 


October 21st.—(1) The authorities of the 
metropolitan prefecture of Shun-t‘ien Fu 
report that Pao-ti Hsien has been inundated 
this year more severely than any other part 
of their jurisdiction; but there has also 
been damage done to the harvest by floods 
in T‘ung-chou, San-ho, Wu-ch‘ing, Chi- 
chou, Hsiang-ho, Ning-ho, Pa-chou, Pao- 
ting, Wén-an, Ta-ch‘eng, Ku-an, Yung- 
ch‘ing, Tung-an Cho Chou, Shun-i and 
Huai-jou Hsien. The Memorialists pray 
that the Emperor will grant fifty thousand 
piculs of rice from the public granaries for 
the relief of the distress in these districts. 
-—Rescript issued previously. 

THE YELLOW RIVER. 

October 22nd.—(1) A Memorial from 
Ch‘éng-fu. reporting the circumstances 
under which the breach in the Yellow 
River at Chéng Chou in Honan recently 
occurred. In the Shang-nan department 
on the southern bank of the river the water 
sweeps round a bend and dashes with its 
full force upon the tenth division of the 
district under the care of the lower guard- 
house in Chéng Chou. The banks here 
were of loose sand, and although they had 
been secured by fascines, it was feared that 
they might be unable to withstand the 
furious onset of the current, and the autho- 
rities were directed to work night and day 
regardless of the weather in strengthening 
them by piling up bricks, stones, and other 
materials. In the more important places 
buttresses were erected to support the 
dykes, and the position seemed fairly secure, 
when all at once, early in the morning of 
the 30th September, the embankment gave 
way at a place where no works existed, 
and an overflow of water ensued. An at- 
tempt was made to stop the breach with 
felt, refuse cotton and iron pans, but before 
it succeeded, another opening was made 
further up. The embankments, though 
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tolerably strong and broad, suddenly col- 
lapsed one after the other, and the waves 
ran mountains high over the top of them. 
The breach extended for 30 or 40 chang, but 
fortunately the main body of the water con- 
tinued to flow in the channel of the river 
and was not diverted from its proper 
course. The sudden nature of the occur- 
rence and the tempestuous violence of the 
wind and waves rendered human effort of 
little avail, but still improper management 
is undoubtedly responsible for what has 
happened and there is no excuse to be 
offered. It is, therefore, asked that the 
Major of the Shang-nan battalion, the As- 
sistant Department Magistrate of Chéng 
Chou and the Lieutenant and Sergeant of 
the guard station below Chéng Chou should 
all be degraded, and await such further 
treatment as many be decided upon after 
the breach shall have been closed. Li 
Chéng-jung, the Intendant of the K‘ai Kuei 
Circuit, should also, it is suggested, be 
handed over to the board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. Memorialist himself 
has been the recipient of unbounded favours, 
and had hoped to be able to report from year 
to year the safety of the river over which he 
exercises special control. For his failure to 
‘do so, he would ask that he should be com- 
mitted to the Board for the award of a fitting 
punishment. The people in the immediate 
vicinity of the place where the breach occur- 
red had warning of the danger and had time 
to remove to higher ground before any loss 
of life was sustained. Steps will be taken to 
ascertain the amount of damage done in the 
more distant districts visited by the floods, 
and relief will be administered on a suitable 
scale by the Memorialist and the Director- 
General of the river. As the current was 
still running with great force, fears were 
entertained for the safety of the works 
on the north and south banks of the 
river, as also for those on the third and 
fourth sections of the central stream ; but 
every effort has been made to maintain 
their stability. Both ends of the breach 
have been firmly secured so as to prevent 
its being widened by further collapses. As 
soon as the waters subside and revert to 
their proper channel, Memorialist’s whole 
energies will be devoted to finding ways 
and means of stopping the breach, and so 
atoning to some extent for past short- 
comings. 

(2) The Governor of Honan forwards a 
report on the same subject. He states that 
there had been a large accumulation of 
water during the autumn in the River Ch‘in 
and the Huang-ho, and that the volume 
was still further swollen by the incessant 
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rain which prevailed for some ten days 
preceding the event. Both banks of the 
Yellow River appeared to be in imminent 
danger, and the upper and middle stations 
on the south bank were especially conside- 
red te be in a very critical condition. 
Though every effort had been made to 
ensure the stability of this portion of the 
work, yet a great change was noticed in 
the state of the river on the 24th September. 
All along the river, from the eighth to the 
tenth section of the lower division of Chéng 
Chou, the embankments were swept down 
and the fascines carried away by the force 
of the current. On the 25th and 26th 
September the havoc was continued, and 
the embankments collapsed in over forty 
places. The danger being extreme, the 
director general hastened to the scene 
and worked day and night with all his 
available staft. Memorialist also sent to 
his assistance a force of 1,000 men under 
the commander-in-chief, and a body of 140 
under other officers. In spite, however, of 
all these exertions, early in the morning 
of the 30th September a letter came from 
the Director-General stating that only a 
slender line of embankment remained to 
withstand the whole force of the currant, 
and that repairs were no sooner made than 
they were washed away. On receipt of 
this terrible intelligence, Memorialist start- 
ed at once for the scene of danger, attend- 
ed by a very small escort, and on the way 
he received notes from the Taotai Li Chéng- 
jung, informing him that on the night of the 
29th September a breach had been made 
at the tenth section of the lower station in 
Chéng Chou. He pressed on quickly, and 
on the Ist of October he visited the scene 
of the disaster in the company of the 
Director-General. The main body of the 
water was not entirely diverted from the 
bed of the river, but the breach was gradu- 
ally widening, and there was no immediate 
prospect of closing it. Steps were, however, 
being taken to have the two ends of it 
firmly secured so as to prevent further col- 
lapses. Officers were at the same time sent 
to ascertain the source of the current, and 
as soon as the waters have subsided a little, 
immediate action suited to the circum- 
stances of the case will be taken to have 
the opening filled up. The affair occurred 
during the night, and though the people in 
the vicinity of the embankment made their 
escape, it is feared that there may be no 
inconsiderable loss of life in the more distant 
districts visited by thefloods. Rafts are being 
constructed and boats hired to carry food, 
clothing, and matting for the relief of the 
sufferers. The Memorialist is afraid that the 
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disaster may cause some popular excite- 
ment, and he thinks it advisable that he 
should go back at once to the provincial 
capital to. guard against such a contingency. 
Though he has only recently taken up his 
post, Memorialist considers that he has 
failed in his duty as guardian of the river, 
and he asks that he may be handed over 
to the board for the determination of a 
penalty.-—Authograph Rescript: We have 
attentively perused the foregoing, and We 
command that action be taken, in compli- 
ance with our previous Decree, for ascer- 
taining the extent of country that has been 
flooded and furnishing us with a report on 
the subject. Let measures be at the same 
time taken for the relief of the sufferers, 
and let the Memorialist and Chéng-fu in- 
stantly devise means for stopping the breach. 
In view of the fact that the Memoria- 
list has been only a short time at his post, 
We command, as a special act of grace, that 
he be exempted from the penalty which he 
requests, - 

October 23rd. -—(1) A Decree.--We have 
already allotted Tls. 100,000 from the Privy 
Purse for the relief of the distress caused 
by the breach in the embankment of the 
Yellow River at Chéng Chou, and We 
have authorised Ni Wén-wei to retain 
a sum of Tls. 300,000 for the same pur- 
pose. Reflecting, however, on the wide 
extent of country covered by water and 
the number of people reduced to star- 
vation, We are afraid that the above 
may prove insufficient to meet the re- 
quirements of the case, and, as a further 
act of grace, We command that all the grain 
tribute which was to be sent by canal next 
year to Peking from Kiangpei and Kiangsu, 
as well as the cost of its conveyance, be 
appropriated to relief purposes. Let Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘iian, Lu Shih-chieh, Sung Chiin, 
Ch‘én Yi, and Ni Wén-wei depute com- 
petent officers to ascertain the extent and 
nature of the distress, and so manage the 
conveyance and distribution of the grain 
that Our bounty may reach the people 


in all its fulness and not suffer from 
the pilfering of dishonest agents. Such 
action will support the Court in its 


earnest desire to extend its sympathetic 
assistance to its afflicted people. Let the 
measures that have been adopted be forth- 
with reported to Us. 

MURDER OF SIX PERSONS. 

(2) Wang Shang-té was a native of the 
Chiang-tu’ district in Kiangsu. On the 
death of his father his mother again married 
a@ man named P‘an Wén-li, by whom she 
had a son, P‘an Chih-lin. Before his death 
-P‘an. Wén-li divided his little farm of 2 
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mau equally between his son and his stepe 
son, and expressed a wish that they should 
live together in the three mud huts which 
formed the farm-house. Some time after- 
wards P‘an Chih-lin went away from home 
to engage in trade, and was absent fora 
long time. He left behind a young girl 
whom he was rearing to be his future wife, 
and during his absence she was sold and 
betrothed to another by Wang Shang-té. 
On his return he taxed Wang with having 
wronged him, but the only satisfaction he 
received was bitter abuse and denial of the 
act. Having mortgaged his share of the farm 
for $3, he went away again and enlisted. 
During his absence Wang Shang-té redeem- 
ed the property and let it to a tenant. 
P‘an Chih-lin’s regiment having been paid 
off towards the end of last year, he returned 
home to find Wang Shang-té in enjoyment 
of his property. Having no support of his 
own he settled down in the old place, and 
lived with Wang and his wife. The latter 
having objected to this arrangement, he 
demanded back possession of his share of 
the farm, as also a refund of the rent which 
had accrued during his absence. Some 
friends tried to arrange matters between 
the brothers, but Wang Shang-té was un- 
yielding, said that P‘an was not his full 
brother, and threatened to drive him away 
altogether. Exasperated by the fraudulent 
sale of the girl he had hoped to make his 
wife, by the loss of his property and the 
threatened eviction, P‘an determined to 
have his brother’s life. To effect his pur- 
pose he made use of a knife which he was 
in the habit of carrying as a weapon of pro- 
tection during his career as a soldier. 
Taking Wang Shang-té in an unguarded 
moment one dark night, he stabbed him to 
death in his own compound. The wife of 
the deceased, who came to her husband’s 
rescue, met with the same fate. Three 
children of the deceased couple and a baby 
they were rearing for a fousiling establish- 
ment were all sound asleep in the house, 
and to complete his revenge, P‘an re- 
solved to burn down the building. Col- 
lecting some bundles of straw, he poured 
kerosene oil over them and set fire to the 
place. There happened to be a wind 
blowing at the moment and the house and 
its inmates were soon consumed. The law 
is that the murderer of three or more 
persons in one family is to suffer death by 
the slow process, and that the sentence 
is to be carried out immediately after the 
trial. Chiang-tu, the place of the commis- 
sion of the crime, being more than 300 lé 
from the provincial capital, the criminal has 
been beheaded in the latter place and his 
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head sent back for exposure in the usual 
way. His share of the family property has, 
as the law prescribes, been handed over to 
the representatives of his victim, Wang 
Shang-té. 
ESCAPE OF PRISONERS UNDER SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


October 24th.—The Military Governor 
at Moukden denounces the Sub-Prefect 
and Police Master of the Hsin-ming depart- 
ment for their remissness in allowing four- 
teen criminals to escape from tho jail under 
circumstances which afford reasonable 
grounds for suspecting connivance on the 
part of the authorities. The prisoners, 
most of whom had been sentenced to death 
for grave offences, took an opportunity 
when the jailers were asleep one night to 
make a hole in the wall of their cell, 
through which they managed to make their 
escape. Four of them have since been 
arrested but the remainder are still at 
large. The police master has been cash- 
iered and placed upon his trial, but the 
sub-prefect, though deprived of his rank, 
will be retained at his post for a year to 
give him an opportunity to capture the 
whole of the absconders, failing which he 
will be further dealt with according to 
law. 

APPOINTMENT. 


October 25th..—(1) Li Hung-tsao is 
gazetted President of the Wu Ying Tien. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


(2) The Grand Secretary, Yen Ching- 
ming is granted an extension of leave for 
one month. 


ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE. 


(3) Shao Yu-lien, who was formerly Secre- 
tary of Legation at St. Petersburg and more 
recently Taotai at Shanghai, reports that he 
has entered upon his duties as Lieutenant- 
Governor of Formosa. He had to remain 
in Honan, where he was Judicial Commis- 
sioner, until the Autumn Assizes were over, 


and he was detained by illness for nearly a~ 


month in Shanghai. He reached Formosa 
on the 7th September. He refers to the 
arrangements that are now being made for 
developing the resources of the island and 
reducing the aboriginal inhabitants, and 
expresses a fear that he may be unable to 
sustain the onerous duties of his new post. 


CRIME IN SHENSI. SUMMARY PROCEDURE IN 
CERTAIN CASES. 

(4) Some years ago, when Pien Pao- 
ch‘iian was Governor of Shensi, sanction 
was given for the enforcement of summary 
execution in cases of brigandage, kidnap- 
ping of women, and robbery with murder. 
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The severity of the punishment was in- 
tended to stamp out crimes of this kind, 
but it has failed to have the desired effect, 
and the spirit of violence is still rampant. 
The Shensi criminals are drawn from two 
sources. One is composed of disbanded 
soldiers and Mohammedan settlersin Kansu, 
who are generally mounted and armed, and 
make their escape to a distance the moment 
they have secured their plunder. The other 
and by far the largest class of criminals 
is recruited from strangers settled as 
farmers in the neighbouring provinces, or 
from tramps in the province itself. These 
have no horse and no abiding place, and 
it is impossible that they could carry on 
such operations as kidnapping women and 
children without the support of a con- 
federacy of accessories. Crime has become 
much more difficult to discover, and this is 
explained by the fact that the criminals 
have spies and confederates, who not only 
procure them all the necessary information 
about their intended victims, but who har- 
bour them after the commission of the act, 
realise the plunder, and get a share of the 
proceeds. The traffic in women is carried 
on by gangs of men who have their agen- 
cies in secluded places or in underground 
houses, where their victims are detained 
for a sufficient time to allow the crime to 
be forgotten, when they are either sold or 
made to administer to base and mercenary 
purposes. The principals and the accesso- 
ries in crimes of this sort form a close and 
united confederacy, and the difference in 
their guilt is rather one of kind than of 
degree. Under the ordinary law accesso- 
ries in cases of brigandage suffer decapita- 
tion if they have shared in the plunder, 
though they may not have participated 
in the act. Decapitation is also the 
punishment for enticing away women and 
girls and selling them for immoral purposes. 
By recent enactments applicable to Hupei, 
Shansi, and other provinces, summary 
execution has been sanctioned in the case 
of accessories equally with that of principals 
in such crimes, and it is now requested 
that the same procedure may be adopted 
in Shensi for a few years until this class of 
criminals is extirpated, when the old usage 
will be reverted to.—Referred to the 
consideration of the Board of Punishments. 


DISAPPEARANCE OF A MILITARY OFFICER 
CHARGED WITH EMBEZZLEMENT. 

October 26th.—The Acting Governor of 
Kiangsi reports the following case: The 
battalion of troops stationed at Hu K‘ou 
under the command of Major Hsii Ying- 
t‘ai had a complement of 317 officers and 
men. A report having reached the acting 
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governor that the full number was not 
muintained, he sent an agent to make an 
unexpected inspection of the force and 
found that it was 53 men short. Of those, 
too, who did present themselves a con- 
siderable number wore no uniform, and it 
is more than probable that they were out- 
siders engaged merely to put in an appear- 
ance on the occasion. The major’s ex- 
planation of the deficiency was that some 
were on leave of absence, and that a body 
of 20 men was stationed on the opposite 
side of the river. . ; 

The latter statement was proved to be 
untrue. The major was immediately super- 
seded and ordered to proceed to the pro- 
vincial capital for examination. On arrival 
at his post his successor found that the 
major had decamped, and that the seal of 
office, muster-roll, etc., were in charge of 
subaltern officers. The latter said that he 
had gone to consult a doctor, but no trace 
of his whereabouts has been discovered. 
The acting governor expatiates on the con- 
sequences which might have resulted from 
such reckless desertion of so important a 
post, and asks that the offender may be 
permanently dismissed the service. Com- 
munications are to be sent to all the pro- 
vincial authorities requesting their co-opera- 
tion in securing the arrest and punishment 
of the missing officer. 


THE YELLOW RIVER. 

October 27th.--(1) The following officers 
have been instructed to proceed at once to 
Honan to assist Ch‘éng-fu and Ni Wén-wei 
in repairing the breach in the Yellow 
River—Shao-hsien, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Shansi, Ch‘én Pao-chén, Judge of 
Chékiang and P ‘au-chiin, formerly Judge of 
Shantung. 

(2) A Decree.—Ch‘éng-fu and Ni Wén- 
wei have furnished Us with a joint Me- 
morial, reporting the result of their inspec- 
tion of the work undertaken for closing the 
breach in the Yellow River. They state 
that their subordinates have been instructed 
to press on the work with the utmost 
energy, and that the east and west ends of 
the opening have been firmly secured with 
fascinés. The task of laying a foundation 
for the new embankment is now going on 
and the want of funds is urgently felt. The 
water let loose by the breach at Chéng Chou 
thas flooded all the lower country, and the 
progress of the river works at this place 
affects the well-being of several provinces. 
Incalculable harm may be done if steps are 
mot taken at once to repair the damage. 
‘Ch‘éng-fu and Ni Wén-wei must make 
‘every effort during the present season when 

the water is low to ‘lay a firm foundation 
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for a new embankment and advance the 
work stage by stage until a complete 
closure of the breach is effected. As 
regards the question of funds, We command, 

as a first step, that Tls. 2,000,000 be 
forwarded at once from the Board of 
Revenue, and until it arrives, We authorise 
the appropriation from the Provincial 
Treasury of whatever may be required. 

The Board is further authorised to fotward . 
a constant and unfailing supply of funds 
for the same purpose so that there may be 
no hitch on this account. The Court will 
not stint its resources in averting calamity 
from its subjects and it behoves the Memo- 
rialists earnestly to impress upon the officers 
charged with the execution of the work the 
absolute necessity of striving with their 
whole energy of mind and body to ensure 
its speedy completion. Officers whose 
conduct is marked with more than ordinary 
zeal will be entitled to recommendation for 
unusually high honours, while any who may 
evince carelessness or attempt to scamp or 
make gain out of their work will be un- 
sparingly dealt with by martial law. Ch‘éng- 
fu has already incurred severe blame for his 
lack of precaution before the event, and if 
he wastes public money or fails to show a 
sense of penitence by making efforts to 
retrieve the past, he will most assuredly 
receive no mercy. Ni Wén-wei is charged 
with the responsibilities attaching to an 
important post which he cannot delegate 
to others. We leniently condoned his 
offence on account of the short time he had 
been at his post and it becomes him to put 
forth all the energy of a noble nature and 
lend his active co-operation in bringing an 
important work to a speedy conclusion. 

Let him not dally with or shirk the task on 
pain of punishment. Beware! Let the 
Board concerned take note. 


THE YELLOW RIVER. 

October 28th.—The Governor of Honan 
reports that since his return to the provin- 
cial capital on the 2nd of October he has 
heard from the Taotai Li Chéng-jung that 
the breach in the Yellow River has been 
increasing daily and has now attained a 
width of 300 chang. The main body of 
the water had been entirely diverted and 
the lower bed of the river was perfectly dry. 
The Director-General was still stationed 
at the scene of the disaster, and two 
expectant Taotais, Hsiieh Fu-nien and 
Tung K‘o-shao, who were experts at such 
work, had been despatched with a picked 
body of troops to press on the repairs with 
all speed. The necessary funds were to be 
supplied by the Treasurer. It appears that 
the water has flowed in three volumes in a 
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South Easterly direction and has swept the 
River Huai with it to the sea. Nearly all 
the people have been drowned in the dis- 
tricts reached by the water, the survivors 
being those who escaped to high ground or 
took refuge in trees where they remained 
till they were rescued. The Treasurer 
and Judge are both engaged in the work of 
administering relief and two other officers 
of the rank of Taotai have been detached 
to assist them. Owing to the interruption 
of communication no reports have yet been 
received from T‘ung-hsii, Yen-ling, Hui- 
ch‘uan, Fu-kou, Kuai-ning, T‘ai-k‘ang, 
Hsi-hua, Shén-ch‘iu, Hsiang-ch‘éng, and 
other districts below Chéng Chou, but in a 
few days applications for relief are sure to 
pour in. Boats have been hired, and rafts 
constucted for carrying food and clothing 
in all directions and soup kitchens have 
been opened in the larger centres of dis- 
tress. The price of food stuffs has risen 
within the last few days at K‘ai-féng Fu, 
and measures are being taken for selling 
grain at reduced rates. The present cala- 
mity is, however, of very unusual dimen- 
sions and no ordinary system of relief 
can expect to cope with it. The present 
balance in the Treasury barely amounts 
to Tls. 200,000 and is inadequate to 
meet the ordinary provincial disburse- 
ments. Memorialist asks that a sum of 
Tls. 300,000, which represents arrears due 
from Honan to Peking and elsewhere, may 
be appropriated to relief purposes. The 
land-tax collection this year will show a 
great reduction and an enormous outlay 
will be required to repair the breach in 
the River. An application for funds on 
the latter head will be made as soon as an 
estimate has been drawn up, and in the 
meantime it is asked that the Board should 
be required to bear a portion of the mili- 
tary expenditure of the province from the 
beginning of the 9th moon. Rescript.— 
Let it be as requested and let the Board 
concerned be informed. 


LIU CH‘ING-HSU APPOINTED TO KIANG-YIN. 

October 29th.—(1) The Viceroy at Nan- 
king proposes an officer to succeed to the 
command held by the late Liu Lien-chieh, 
whose career and death were recently re- 
counted in the Peking Gazette. The post 
is one of great importance, as it includes 
the charge of all the forts and camps on 
the river banks from Kiang-yin up to 
Chinkiang and the neighbouroood of Nan- 
king. The Viceroy’s choice falls upon Liu 
Ch‘ing-hsii, a Colonel belonging to the 
Kuei-chow army, but detached at Liu Lien- 
-chieh’s request for service at Kiang-yin, 
where he has been stationed for the last 
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two or three years. The Viceroy has 
thus been able to observe his conduct 
and knows him to be a man of ability 
and intelligence, as well as honest and 
public-spirited. He has moreover seen 
a great deal of hard service. The men 
under his command are much attached to 
him ; and the other senior officers that are 
fit for independent command, fully recog- 
nize his superiority over them. He also 
possesses the knowledge requisite for 
taking charge of forts and defence works. 
Expectant Taotai Ling Yin-t‘ing will con- 
tinue as before in charge of the Quarter- 
master General’s department.—Approved 
by Rescript. 


REMITTANCES FROM CHEKIANG TO PEKING. 

(2) The subsidy required by the Peking 
Government from the Chékiang salt 
revenue is fixed for the present year 
at Tls. 220,000, and the contribution 
for the Imperial Household is Ts. 
50,000. Half of these sums have already 
been forwarded. The Governor now re- 
ports that he is remitting Tls. 50,000 for 
the Board of Revenue and Tls. 10,000 for 
the Household. The money has been sent 
from Hangchow to Shanghai in charge of a 
Wei-yuan, who will convey it thence to 
Tientsin by steamer. 


SUBSIDIES—CANTON TO PEKING. 


October 30th.—The Governor General, 
and Hoppo at Canton present a Memorial 
in which they state that among the sums 
which they are required to furnish this year 
are comprised :— 

Tls. 100,000, subsidy to the Board of 
Revenue from the foreign Customs, with 
Tls. 60,000 of additional assessment, re- 
cently added. 

Tls. 120,000 from the six-tenths foreign 
Customs duties, for the defence of Man- 
churia. 

Tls. 40,000, increased pay of Peking 
officials, in lieu of the old compassionate 
allowances, ; and under the same head 
Tls. 18,000 per annum, funds formerly 
transmitted to Foochow, and coming from 
the four tenths foreign Customs duties. 

Also, Tis. 300,000 from the Customs, 
due in quarterly instalments to the Privy 
ne Department of the Imperial House- 

01a, 

As the remittances to Peking are made 
through Shansi Bankers, who advance the 
money and are repaid when funds come to 
hand, it is impossible to send silver, and 
special permission has been given by the 
Peking Government to use bills of exchange 
instead. The Memorialists are now re- 
mitting by this method Tls. 104,820, the 
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bills being entrusted to an officer, who will 
nfuke the journey by steamer to Tientsin. 


ROBBERS CAPTURED IN PEKING. 


October 31st.—(1) Two Memorials in this 
day’s Gazette relate the capture of several 
members of a gang of ruftians, who have 
recently committed a number of burglaries 
and robberies with violence in the north- 
east quarter of Peking. The doings of the 
band became so notorious that the Em- 
peror’s attention was called to them by one 
of the Censors, and a Decree was issued 
ordering the police to effect the capture of 
the offenders. After several arrests had 
been made, it was discovered that the rob- 
bers had fixed their headquarters in one 
of the empty granaries belonging to the 
government. Measures were quietly taken, 
and the granary was surrounded by a force 
of police and soldiers. Some of the rob- 
bers, however, refused to surrender, and 
took refuge on the roof of the building, 
whence they discharged fire-arms and 
threw tiles at every one who approached, 
Two soldiers received gun-shot wounds, 
and two more were injured by tiles. At 
last, on the arrival of additional troops, 
the capture of the robbers was effected. 
They have since been examined, and some 
of them have confessed to the commission 
of various robberies, and to the offering of 
resistance to arrest. Others have only 
acknowledged that they were present in the 
granary as visitors, or that they were em- 
ployed as servants by the gang. (A Decree 
ordering the Board of Punishments to try 
the offenders and punish them severely 
was published in the Gazette of the 10th 
October. ) 

TEMPLE TO CH‘EN KUO-JUI. 


(2) The Censor Sung-sen presents a 
Memorial forwarding a petition from certain 
gentlemen of the province of Kiangsu, who 
pray for permission to erect a temple in 
memory of the late Ch‘en Kuo-jui. Dur- 
ing the years 1859 to 1862 the deceased 
officer was stationed in the neighbourhood 
of the two districts of Kao-yu and Pao- 
ying, where he greatly distinguished him- 
self, driving away the Taiping rebels, 
recovering the two towns when cap- 
tured, and preserving the country from 
devastation. Also in 1862 when Ch‘ing-ho 
was overrun by a large force of Nien-fei 
rebels, he marched against them at the 
head of five hundred men, defeated them 
repeatedly, aud so secured the peace of the 
neighbourhood. The petitioners having 
themselves been subjected to the horrors 
of civil war, and feeling that they owe 
their preservatation to the military prowess 
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of the late general, pray the Emperor to 
allow them to erect a temple in his honour, 
as has already been done in Shantung. In 
a Rescript published on the 21st Oct., the 
Emperor gives the desired permission, ‘in 
compliance with the popular wish.” 

[Nore.—Ch‘en Kuo-jui was suspected of 
being concerned in the Tientsin Massacre 
in 1870. He was banished afterwards as 
being implicated in a case of manslaughter, 
and died in the neighbourhood of the Amoor 
in 1883.] 

DESTRUCTION OF CATERPILLARS AT THE 

WESTERN TOMBS, 


November 1st.—(1) The officer in charge 
of the Western Mausolea reports that, the 
avenues of pines and the other trees under 
his care being much infested with cater- 
pillars, he gave orders to his men to 
extirpate these pests, and promised them a 
gratuity, as has been done in previous 
cases. The men set to work in the begin- 
ning of June, and collected daily from six 
to seven thousand Chinese pounds weight 
of insects. In the early part of July they 
got still more, the amount being sixteen to 
seventeen thousand pounds a day. Soon 
afterwards heavy rains fell, and the number 
of caterpillars diminished. The men were 
then directed to gather the eggs and 
cocoons, which they did with much as- 
siduity ; and all the trees on the level 
ground were cleared by the end of Sept. 
Altogether the weight of caterpillars, 
cocoons, and eggs destroyed amounted to 
234,000 pounds; and the sum given in 
gratuities was Tls. 2,340. The level 
country has all been freed from the insects, 
but the extent of ground has rendered it 
impossible to do the work with the same 
thoroughness in the mountains, valleys, 
and glens. | It is hoped that a heavy fall of 
snow may occur in mid-winter, which will 
have a most beneficial effect.—Rescript : 
It is noted. 

AN OFFICER DISMISSED FOR DISHONESTY. 


(2) The Governor of Kiangsi reports that 
an expectant Commissary in the Provincial 
Treasurer's Office, Hsii Ch‘ao-yuan by 
name, was some time ago charged by three 
officers with endeavouring to cheat them 
out of Tls. 22,000 which they had deposited 
with him. The Prefect of Nanch‘ang Fu 
was directed to hold an enquiry, and he 
reported that not only did the accusation 
appear well-founded, but the defendant 
had prevaricated, and given very unsatis- 
factory answers. The facts were there- 
upon laid before the Throne, and permis- 
sion was obtained to strip Hsii Ch‘ao-yuan 
of his rank, and have the case formally 
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tried. The Prefect now states that the 
defendant has given up the title deeds of 
certain property, and has paid over sums 
amounting to Tls. 5,400, and that the 
claims of the plaintiffs have thus been 
settled to their satisfaction. The Memo- 
rialist remarks that the case is very differ- 
ent from an ordinary claim for debt. The 
defendant put the plaintiffs to much trouble 
and expense, and only refunded the money 
under the pressure of legal proceedings. 
If he were restored to his official rank, 
and were shameless enough after what has 
occurred to be willing to occupy a position 
of authority, there would always be a 
danger of his committing some fresh act of 
dishonesty. It is therefore solicited that 
his dismissal be made perpetual without 
possibility of re-appointment.—Approved 
by Rescript. 
A MURDER CASE AT YARKAND. 

November 2nd.—(1) The Governor of tha 
New Dominion reports the sentence passed 
on a Mahomedan at Yarkand who murdered 
a neighbour in a brawl. The murderer, 
Hu-wan, and Tiao-nai-t‘i the father of the 
man who was killed, were peasant farmers 
living close together, and joint owners of 
a stream, from which they watered their 
fields in turn. One day in June last year 
when the water was running, Hu-wan 
found he was not getting a fair share, 
and commenced widening the channel lead- 
ing down to his fields. One of his neigh- 
bour’s sons, Ai-sha, saw what he was 
doing and stopped him. Whilst they 
were disputing about this, a large body of 
water suddenly came down the common 
stream, Ai-sha was afraid of its doing some 
mischief, and therefore wanted Hu-wan 
after all to make his channel bigger, so as 
to draw off some of the water. The latter, 
nettled by what had passed, said on the 
contrary that he would not take any water 
at all that day, and was proceeding to dam 
the mouth of his channel, when Ai-sha 
collared him. While they were struggling, 
a brother of Ai-sha’s, named Hsia-wa, came 
up and tried to separate them, but neither 
would let go. Hsia-wa hit Hu-wan on the 
head with his fists, and the latter then 
drew a knife, upon which Ai-sha released 
him and ran. Hu-wan pursued Ai-sha and 
struck him twice in the back. At this mo- 
ment another brother, Mai-mai-hsueh-li-fu 
rushed up and, Hu-wan turning quickly 
round, he ran violently against the point 
of the knife which Hu-wan was holding to- 
wards him to keep him off. He at once 
dropped to,the ground and died shortly 
afterwards. The Memorialist finds that 
offence of which Hu-wan is guilty is that 
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of killing a man in a brawl, and therefore 
sentences him to be strangled after impwi- 
sonment. Hsia-wa he condemns to receive 
twenty blows with the light bamboo for 
hitting Hu-wan, his offence coming under 
the head of ‘striking with hand or foot 
without inflicting a wound.’—Referred to 
the Board of Punishments. 


CASH COINED AT FOOCHOW FOR PEKING. 


(2) The Viceroy at Foochow states that 
he was instructed to coin a supply of cash 
fur Peking with all possible speed, each 
cash being one mace in weight, and he was 
informed by the Board of Revenue that he 
might deduct Tls. 200,000 from the land 
tax of the province in order to defray-the 
cost. Twenty thousand strings have now 
been cast, and he has directed an officer to 
take them by steamer to Tientsin, and 
thence convey them to Peking and deliver 
them to the Board uf Revenue. They have 
been insured against loss on the sea voyage. 
The casting of the remainder of the sum 
will be carried on as rapidly as possible. 


GOOD SERVICES OF SHIH TSE-CHING. 


November 3rd.--(1) The Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang calls attention to the services 
rendered by a Chékiang expectant sub- 
Prefect named Shih Tsé-ching, who with a 
few friends has collected at different times 
in Southern China as much as three hun- 
dred thousand taels for the relief of sufferers _ 
from floods in the province of Chihli. In 
addition, he has for several years in suc- 
cession given his assistance in superin- 
tending works and distributing charity 
in Shantung, and has more than once 
been recommended by the governor there 
for special marks of His Majesty’s favour. 
Last autumn he came North with 
a supply of funds, and the Memorialist 
directed him to proceed to the neighbour- 
hood of Pao-ti, where the most serious 
inundations had taken place that year. 
After personally visiting all the villages and 
relieving their inhabitants, he took part 
last spring in superintending the con- 
struction of important river works in the 
same neighbourhood. Shrinking from 
neither toil nor trouble he hurried about 
from place to place, and worked harder 
than any labourer. On one occasion he 
fell into the river and narrowly escaped: 
drowning. He further induced his father 
to collect subscriptions for the benefit of 
those whose lands were inundated by the 
Peiho above Tungchow. By this means 
Tls. 40,000 were collected and the lives of 
many starving villagers were preserved. 
The extraordinary zeal and benevolence, 
which he a perfect stranger has manifested, 





_ Wu-lieh River. 
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are not only most commendable in them- 
selves, but cannot fail to exercise a happy 
influence on other persons also. The 
qualities he has displayed: and the ac- 
quaintance he has acquired with the coun- 
try round about, would make him a most 
useful officer to the government in the 
Memorialist’s province. It is therefore 
humbly requested that Shih Tsé-ching may 
be retained as sub-prefect in the Province 
of Chihli.—Granted by Rescript. 


TITLE REQUESTED FOR A SPIRIT AT JEHO. 


(2) The Military Lieutenant-Governor at 
Jeho requests that an honorific title may 
be bestowed on a spirit, who recently 
appeared in living form and proved respon- 
sive to the prayers offered to him. There 
are two streams at Jeho, one coming from 
the North-East, called the Wu-lieh River, 
and another, which except after rain is only 
a dry bed, running into it from the West. 
In the grounds of the palace is a warm 
spring, from whose waters the town takes 
its name. Owing to the formation of the 
country the streams run with great 
violence ; but thanks to the protecting care 
of the River God, the Palace has never 
suffered since the day it was built more 
than two hundred years ago. This fact was 
recorded in verse by the Emperor Chien 
Lung, who composed a poem on the subject. 
In the reign of Tao Kuang the great sluice, 
which had long been left unrepaired, was 
overflowed on several occasions, but still the 
palace escaped serious damage. At the 
beginning of last August, while the great 
sluice was being repaired, rain fell inces- 
santly for three days. The river spread be- 
yond its bed and rose ten feet in height. A 
temporary weir which had been built was 
ovetwhelmed, and the danger at the moment 
was very great. At the suggestion of the 
inhabitants the Memorialist repaired to 
the Temple of the River Gods and offered 
up earnest prayers to the General of the 
The waters fell immedia- 
tely, and the danger passed away entirely. 
More than this, the constant rains during 
the summer had brought the roads to such 
a condition that it was impossible to convey 
along them the materials required for the 
river works, aud operations had therefore 
been almost suspended. But from this 
time onwards the Wu-lieh River continued 
to carry such a body of water that, as very 
rarely happens, it was practicable to bring 
things to the town in boats. The river 
thus took the place of the roads, and a 
second debt of gratitude was due to the 
deity. Again, in September, just when 
the works were arrested by another 
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freshet, it was announced to the Memo- 
rialist that the spirit had appeared in 
living form in front of the tablet 
of the Golden Dragon Prince. The 
Memorialist, attended by the officers and 
labourers of the river works hastened to 
the temple and offered prayers and sacri- 
fice; which being done, the water at once 
decreased in height by a whole foot. It is 
the desire of both officials and people that 
a title may be bestowed on the spirit as a 
grateful acknowledgment of the protection 
which it has afforded in recognition of His 
Majesty’s virtues.—Referred by Rescript 
to the Board of Ceremonies. 
GOVERNOR OF KUANGSI RETURNS FROM 
LUNGCHOW. 


November 4th.—(1) The Acting Governor 
of Kuangsi reports that in accordance with 
the Emperor’s orders he left Lungchow on 
the 24th July and returned to the provincial 
He travelled hy water, vid T‘ai- 
p‘ing, Nan-ning, Hsiin-chou, and P‘ing-lo, 
reaching Kuci-lin Fu on the 25th August. 
Whiie at Nan-ning he received a despatch 
from the Tsung-li Yamén concerning frontier 
delimitation and foreign trade, and im- 
mediately communicated it to the officers 
concerned. The new Chief Justice Chang 
Lien-kuei has arrived at Kuei-lin. The 
Memorialist is retaining him there to clear 
off some arrears of work before despatching 
him to Lungchow to superintend arrange- 
ments for foreign trade. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES AT HUAI AN. 

November 5th. —(1) The Superintendent 
of Customs at Huai An reports the amount 
of duties collected by his predecessor in 
office during the year ended on the 2nd of 
June last. The original amount which the 
Huai An Customs was required to furnish 
was fixed at Tls. 254,363.6.0.2 to which a 
supplementary assessment of Tls. 110,000 
was subsequently added. making a total of 
Tls. 364,363.6.0.2. During the year under 
review the Huai An station yielded a re- 
venue of Tls. 76,703.2.3.6, the Su-ch‘ien 
station produced Tls. 8,499.1.0.4, and Tls. 
594.1 were collected at the Hai Chou office. 
The total collection is, therefore Ts. 
85,796.4.4, or less by Ts. 278,567.1.6.2 
than the amount of the double assessment. 
The explanation of the cause of this large 
deficit is the same as has been given on 
furmer occasions. The introduction of 
foreign trade and the encroachments of 
the Transit Pass system have seriously 
affected the great staples of the native 
markets, and have entailed a corresponding 
diminution in the barrier receipts. Owing 
to the depression of trade the period in 
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question would have shown even worse re- 
sults had it not been that there was an 
abundant crop of beans and cereals which 
yielded a welcome addition to the revenue. 
The consequence is that the year compares 
favourably with all the preceding ones 
during the present reign, and shows an 
excess of from Tls. 30,000 to Tls. 40,000 
over the average collection of the past three 
years. Exclusive of the above there was a 
collection of Tls. 160,000.8.1.4 upon tea at 
Huai An, and the shipping dues at the 
Hai Chou station amounted to Tls. 219.8.0.1. 
A sum of Tis. 10,514.8.5.1 had to be de- 
ducted from the proceeds of the total 
collection to supplement the amount allow- 
ed for working expenses. The following 
claims and remittances were not furnished 
for want of funds, namely, Tls. 26,000 to 
the Honan portion of the Yellow River, 
Tls. 5,000 to the Imperial Household for 
the purchase of ginseng, Ts. 4,000 as food 
allowance to the staffs of the various Boards 
and the Grand Secretariat and Tls. 10,000 
due to the gabelle revenue of the Liang 
Huai. 

(2) By an arrangement made in 1852 the 
two items described as sustenance allowance 
and confiscation fines in the Huai An collec- 
tion were to be treated as other public 
money and employed for rewarding detec- 
tion of smuggling and similar purposes. 
The amounts realized under these heads 
during the past year amounted respectively 
to Tis. 1,561.8.1.8 and Tls. 1,536.5.4.9 and 
both sums have been used in the manner 
prescribed by the regulations. The public 
expenditure of the Huai An establishment 
is fixed by long established precedent at 
Tis. 10,000, and of this only Tls. 892.8 
have been spent in the payment of salaries, 
the balance, Tls. 9,107,2 having been re- 
mitted to the Imperial Household. 


(3) On the 12th of May last an order. 


issuing from the Mao-ch‘in Hall was sent 
through the Supply Department of the 
Imperial Household to the Superintendent 
of the Huai An Customs for the following 
articles :—200 squares of vermilion coloured 
lustring, 700 Huchow pencils, and 300 
other pencils of various kinds. The arti- 
cles were made at Suchow and Huchow 
under the superintendence of an officer 
specially deputed for the purpose. They 
have now been transmitted to their destina- 
tion, and their cost, which, including 
freight and packing, amounts to Ts. 3,090.6, 
has been debited to the public account. 


INSPECTION OF MANCHU GARRISONS. 


(4) The Manchu garrisons stationed at 
Urumtsi, Pa Li K‘un, and a number of 
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other places, have not been inspected for 
many years past, and as the arrangements 
for their transfer to and concentration at 
Guchen have not yet been completed, Liu 
Chin-t‘ang requests that the periodical re- 
view which ought to have taken place this 
year may be postponed in consequence. 
This request is supported by the Military 
Governor of Tli and the Governor-General 
of the Shen Kan provinces, and has received 
the Imperial approval. : 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN KIRIN, 


November 6th.—(1) The Military Gov- 
ernor of Kirin states that since his accession 
to office he has been permanently detained 
in the provincial capital by a multitude of 
pressing questions, the suppression of 
mounted brigandage among the rest, and 
has on every occasion been obliged to dele- 
gate to the Deputy Lieutenant-General of 
Hun Ch‘un the task of reviewing the pro- 
vincial forces. Thanks, however, to the 
support of the Court, he has now succeeded 
in getting matters well in hand, and 
brigandage, if not quite exterminated, has 
been reduced to a state from which it is 
scarcely likely to revive. The propitious 
seasons and abundant harvests of recent 
years have done much to restore tranquility. 
Being apprehensive that the long exemp- 
tion from regular inspection may have con- 
duced to laxity of discipline, the governor 
has decided to conduct the review in 
person this year. Starting from the pro- 
vincial capital on the 10th of October, he 
will proceed first to San Hsing, thence to 
Ninguta and afterwards to Hun Ch‘un 
holding an inspection at each of these 
places. He next proposes to examine and 
place on a proper footing the military colo- 
nisation system at Hei Ting-tzu, and will 
continue his return journey by way of 
Ho Lung-yii and Yen Chi-kang, arriving 
back at his post towards the end of Decem- 
ber. During his absence ordinary adminis- 
trative work will be performed by the 
Taotai of Kirin, the Prefect at the head of 
the Judicial Board will hear capital cases 
subject to the ultimate approval of the 
Governor, and important matters will be 
transacted by the Governor himself in camp. 


HONOURS TO AN OCTOGENARIAN. 


(2) The Governor of Sheng-ching submits 
an application for permission to erect a 
Memorial arch to an old man of 82, who is 


| blessed with a large posterity. Chao Yu- 


hsin, the individual in question, is a native 
of the Hai-yang District in Shantung, and 
has six sons, thirtecn grandsons, five great- 
grandsons, and one great-great-grandson. 
He remembers his father aud grandfather, 
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to whom he showed much dutiful affection, 
and has seen seven generations of his family, 
five of which are still living. One of his 
, Reaaegd is Police Master at Kai-p‘ing in 
heng-ching, and the present application 
emanated from two of his fellow provincials 
who hold office in Manchuria. : 


KIRIN ARSENAL. 


(3) The Governor of Kirin reports cer- 
_ tain additions which have recently been 
made tu the premises and plant of the Kirin 
Arsenal under the direction of Sung Ao, 
the superintendent of the establishment. 
Forty-two rooms have been added to the 
building, two new chimneys have been 
erected, the flooring that has been put down 
measures 20 chang in length by 4 chang, 5 
ch‘ih in breadth, and two wooden walls 15 
chang long and 1 chang high have been con- 
structed. ‘The additions which have been 
made from time to time to the Powder 
Factory consist of 130 rooms, four new 
Chimneys, two stands for steam machinery, 
two circular raised beds for powder crushing 
machinery, three furnaces for straining 
aaltpetre, one steam furnace, one furnace for 
the manufacture of charcoal, three reser- 
voirs, an outer enclosure wall and partition 
walls 1 chang, 4} ch‘ih high, and 243 chang 
1 ch‘ih long, an Eastern wall 1 chang 5 ch‘ih 
in height, and 43 chang in length, a wall 
round the store-house 1 chang 4 ch‘ih high 
and 34 chang long, 2 wooden palings, 2 
ferry boats, a wooden jetty, a wooden 
pathway in the workshop compound 180 
chang long by 5 ch‘ih broad, a wooden com- 
partment for the storage of saltpetre, anda 
wooden platform. All the above work has 
been tested and found to be well executed 
with substantial materials. 


SUMMARY EXECUTIONS IN KUANGTUNG. 


November 7th.—(1) Owing to the alarm- 
ing prevalence of brigandage the authorities 
at Canton obtained permission two years 
ago to enforce summary execution in all 
Giaring cases of armed robbery with violence, 
whether on sea or land, under the regula- 
tions applicable to the treatment of mount- 
ed brigands, disbanded soldiers, and mem- 
bers of revolutionary societies convicted of 
capital offences. The procedure to be 
adopted was this. Cases which occurred 
at a distance from the provincial capital, 
after being adjudicated by the magistrate 
of the district, were to be submitted for 
revision to the nearest prefect or taotai. 
On hearing from the latter that the sentence 
was confirmed, the Viceroy was to issue 
instructions for its immediate enforcement. 
In the sub-Prefectures of Fo-kang and 
Ch‘ih-hsi, as also throughout the Canton 
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Prefecture, the preliminary investigation, 
after being revised by the prefect, was to 
be followed by a further trial before the 
Provincial Judge and the Taotai at the head 
of the Military Secretariat, on the receipt 
of whose report the Viceroy would, if he 
concurred in the sentence, give orders for 
its immediate execution. A quarterly re- 
port of such cases is forwarded to the 
Throne, and that for the three months 
ending 30th April last comprised a list of 
56 criminals. 
OFFICERS TO CONDUCT INTERNATIONAL 
QUESTIONS IN KUANGSI. 


(2) The only two cases in which the pro- 
vincial authorities are now allowed to apply 
for the services of officers serving in the 
Hanlin College or in the Metropolitan 
Boards are when they are required to take 
up military appointments, or to undertake 
the management of international questions. 
Availing himself of the latter part of this 
concession Shén Ping-ch‘éng, the newly- 
appointed Governor of Kuangsi, represents 
that a first step is now being taken in the 
inauguration of commercial relations at Lung 
Chow and adds that the services of officers 
with a knowledge of foreign questions and 
tact in dealing with them as they arise, are 
absolutely indispensable for the success of 
thescheme. Hsiiing Fang-sui, a Secretary 
of the Grand Secretariat, Fang Té-chi, an 
expectant Prefect, Ting Shao-fén, an ex- 
pectant Magistrate, Féng Jui-hsi, a probo- 
tionary Secretary in a Prefecture, and Chao 
Ching-pin, an expectant Assistant Depart- 
ment Magistrate of the second class, all 
possess exceptional qualifications for the 
task, and the memorialist asks that they 
may be transferred to Kuangsi for service 
under his orders. 


TELEGRAPH CONSTRUCTION IN MANCHURIA. | 


November 8th.—({1) When telegraph con- 
struction was recently undertaken in Hei 
Lung-chiang it was deemed essential that 
the officers engaged in the work should 
receive the support and co-operation of the 
postal authorities. For postal purposes the 
province is divided into two sections, the 
Northern and the Southern, each of which 
has a separate courier service. A postal 
officer named Ch‘éng-ch‘un was detailed to 
assist the telegraph constructors in procur- 
ing the requisite materials for carrying on 
the work in the Southern division of the 
province. Instead, however, of performing 
the duties entrusted to him, he proved very 
obstinate and showed a determination to 
afford the telegraph people no support, 
with the result that an important work was 
delayed and hampered. The officer in 
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question has been recalled and replaced by 
amore suitable agent. The work has been 
carried on very quickly and satisfactorily in 
the Northern division of the province, and 
the telegraph line has already reached the 
city of Hei Lung-chiang. 


COPPER MINES IN YUNNAN. 


(2) T‘ang Chiung, the Director of Mines 
in Yiinnan, reports the receipt of Tls. 
63,676, ‘‘ Mining Capital,” contributed from 
the revenues of the provinces of Kuangtung, 
Kiangsi, and Szechuen. He has temporari- 
ly lodged the money in the Yiinnan pro- 
vincial treasury. He has also received a 
telegram from Japan despatched by an 
official named Yii Té-mao (apparently an 
agent sent to that country by T‘ang Chiung), 
who announces that he has engaged two 
mining engineers or experts, and hasordered 
the necessary machinery. They will leave Ja- 
pan in October and should reach Yiinnan in 
December. When they arrive, T‘ang- 
chiung will proceed to Chao-t‘ung, Tung- 
ch‘uan, Ch‘ii-ching (three prefectures in 
N.E. Yiinnan near the Yangtze), and to 
Wu-ning in Kueichow, in order to make 
arrangements for opening copper and lead 
works. When success has been achieved 
there, he will gradually extend operations 
towards the South and West. At present 
only 200,000 catties have been obtained of 
the first instalment of the eighth lot of cop- 
per, the carriage of which has been under- 
taken by the China Merchants’ Company, 
but every effort will be made to complete 
the amount before the end of the year. 


TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF STUDENTS PRO- 
CEEDING FROM YUNNAN TO PEKING. 

(3) T‘sén Yii-ying states, as a result of 
his long experience of Yiinnan, that the 
students of the province find great difficulty 
in procuring funds to make the long journey 
of over 9,000 li to Peking, and he explains 
the steps he has taken to assist them in the 
matter. On starting for the metropolitan 
examination they receive passes which pro- 
vide them with free conveyance, but they 
are obliged to defray their lodging and 
maintenance en route. This many of them 
are unable to do, and it frequently hap- 
pens that the passes are returned unused. 
In former days the gentry made them pre- 
sents of ‘‘ essay money,” but the practice 
was dropped during the rebellion, and has 
not since been revived. During the time he 
was Governor, the Memorialist purchased 
out of his own pocket sixty-one chien of 
honse property, the rent of which was ap- 
propriated to this purpose. The increased 
facility of communication has, however, led 
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to a corresponding increase in the number 


| of graduates proceeding to Peking, and the 


funds are no longer sufficient to render 
much assistance. Seventy chien has been 
added to the property previously acquired, 
und the proceeds of the joint rental, which, 
after deducting expenses, amounted to Ts. 
1,300 a year, will go to defray the travelling 
expenses of the students. A separate 
arrangement has been made for the K‘un- 
ming District, which sends the largest 
number of students to Peking. House 
property yielding a yearly rental of Ts. 
270 has been purchased for their special 
benefit, and the object of the present 
Memorial is to have the matter placed on 
record, 


RESTORATION OF BENEVOLENT INSTITU- 
TIONS IN TA-LI FU. 


(4) To allow the country to recover from 
the effects of the rebellion, taxes upon 
grain, military service, and other liablities 
were some time ago suspended for a period 
of ten years in the province of Yiinnan, and 
the governor-general now reports a marked 
improvement in the condition of the people. 
Advantage has been taken of this to restore 
some of the more prominent of the public 
institutions which existed in former years. 
One of these, which was an association for 
the support of widows, started with a capital 
of something over Tls. 4,000, but the good 
it was able to do was very limited owiug to 
the want of funds. The Memorialist has 
re-established it under a different name, 
and on a much larger scale. Every widow 
now receives a tael a month, and those who 
have children draw a larger allowance. 
Many of them are widows of officers and 
soldiers killed in the rebellion, and they 
are allowed to live in the establishment. 
After the recapture of Ta-li Fu the 
Memorialist erected a temple, in honour 
of the soldiers who had fallen during the 
war, facing the Lo-féng Hill, within the city 
walls. In order to provide accommodation 
for the tablets of the deceased, three wings 
have been added to the building. Outside 
the South Gate of the city there were for- 
merly two old temples, dating from the 
Tang dynasty, each of which had pagodas 
to foster the geomantic influences. One © 
of the pagodas was levelled to the grouud 
by the earthquake of 1833. Several arches 
in the same neighbourhood, intimately con- 
nected with the féng shui of the city, were 
destroyed during the rebellion. Thanks 
to the good fortune which has vouchsafed 
cee to the land for some time past, it has 

een possible during the present and pre- 
vious years to apply some surplus funds to 
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the restoratien of the arches and the pago- 
da. The remainder of the report is occupied 
with a detailed list of the expenditure in- 
curred on these various projects, all of 
which has been raised by public subscrip- 
tion. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CHEFOO. 

November 9th.-—(1) Li Hung-chang sub- 
mits a statement of the amount of duties 
collected by the foreign Customs at Chefoo 
during the quarter ended 30th June last. 
The Commissioner of Customs was requested 
by Shéng Taotai to prepare and examine 
the usual statement of account. The total 
collection was Tls. 91,626.8.6, while the 
disbursements amounted to Tls. 107,801.5.4. 
There is still a balance in hand from pre- 
vious quarters, amounting to Tls. 85,578. 
7.6.8.8.7.4. 


YELLOW RIVER. 


(2) A Decree.—We recently deputed 
Hsieh Yiin-shéng, as being nearest to the 
spot, to proceed to inspect the breach in 
the Yellow River at Chéng Chou. We now 
command Li Hung-tsao to start at once 
with his staff for the same place, and join 
Hsiieh Yiin-shéng in making a minute in- 
spection of the works now going on a de- 
tailed report on which should be furnished 
to Us without delay. 


CAPTURE OF BRIGANDS IN HUNAN. 


November 10th.—(1) A Decree—We have 
received a Memorial from Piev Paa-ti in- 
forming Us of the capture and decapitation 
of a number of noterious brigands who have 
been infesting the An-hsiang District for 
some months past. The civil and military 
authorities made very commendable exer- 
tions in effecting their apprehension and 
We leave to the board concerned the 
consideration of fitting rewards for Brigade- 
General Ch‘én Hai-p‘éng, Captain Shén 
Ta-fa and Li Tsung-lien, the Magistrate of 
the Wu-ling District. Let Shih Chien- 
p‘an, the acting Magistrate of the An- 
hsiang District who was degradad, be 
reinstated in his former post. 


CORRUPT OFFICIAL. 


(2) A Decree—Pient Pao-ti has denounced 
Hsiao Yiin-wén, a probationary Taotai, 
as an official of a notoriously currupt 
reputation. Being charged with the 
construction of some  cargo-boats, he 
swindled a sum of Tis. 5,000 which he 
received to cover the cost of meterial and 
the expense of transit. Not content with 
this, he engaged in intrigues to gain office 
and spread false rumours. We command 
that he be degraded and be obliged to 
disgorge the amount of his peculations. 
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LU MING BANQUET. 

(3) Lu Chia-1é has submitted an applica- 
tion for permission to attend for the second 
time the Lu Ming banquet on behalf of 
Sung Yen-ch‘un, an officer, of the first 
rank who was formerly Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of Yiinnan, and acted for a time as 
Viceroy of the Yiin Kuei provinces. He is 
now over eighty years of age and is living 
in the retirement of his uncestral ‘‘ woods 
and streams.” The Imperial Decree in- 
vests him with the title of Guardian of the 
Heir apparent and as a compliment to his 
age and attainments, authorizes him to 
repair for the second time to the literary 
feast prepared for the provincial graduafes. 

MURDER OF A BROTHER. 

(4) Kuo Fei-hisung and Kuo Hsi-pin were 
two brothers, sons of the same father but 
of different mothers, who lived in the 
Shih-ch ‘iian district of Shensi. The former 
attained some years ago a military degree 
of which he was subsequently deprived for 
misconduct. Their father was dead and 
the family property was managed by his 
second wife who was the mother of Kuo 
Fei-hsiung. The mother at first intended 
to divide the little farm of 4 mow which was 
her only support between the two brothers 
but finding that the elder neglected her, 
she went to live with her own son Kuo 
Fei-hsiung to whom she made over all the 
property. Kuo Hsi-pin resented this in- 
fringement of his rights and an attempt 
which he made some two years ago to 
cultivate part of the land involved him in 
litigation with his step-mother. Kuo Fei- 
hsiung, who supplemented his income by 
hunting, went out one day last year with a 
loaded fowling piece in search of something 
to shoot and during his rambles came across 
his brother, who was lying in wait for him 
armed with a butcher’s knife. He charged 
Kuo Fei-hsiung with having used unfair 
means to get possession of the farm and 
with having incited the litigation, and in 
the end attacked him with the knife. In 
the excitement of the moment Kei-hsiung 
lit the fuse of his gun and fired with the 
intention of frightening his assailant. The 
charge, however, lodged in the latter’s throat 
who fell to the ground, swearing he would 
have his revenge if he ever got better. 
Then it was that Kuo Fei-hsiung gave way 
to passion and conceived his murderous 
intent. Throwing away the empty gun, he 
seized hold of the knife and hacked with a 
will at his brother’s throat until he killed 
him. He was arrested by some passers-by 
and has been condemned to death by the 
ling ch‘th process for the wilful murder of 
his brother. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN FORMOSA. 

November 11th.—The Governor-Gen- 
eral of the Miu Ché Provinces and the 
Governor of Formosa subinit a joint Report, 
draughted by the latter official, of certain 
administrative changes which it is proposed 
to make inthe Island. The present Report 
is furnished in obedience to instructions 
which they received to re-consider the 
scheme which they drew up on the same 
subject last year. Formosa, they state, 
is 700 lt in length and of a breadth varying 
from 200 li to 400 li. In former times 
only a mere fringe of the coast line on the 
South West was under settled control and 
three district officers constituted an aniple 
executive, but as the virgin soil was brought 
under cultivation, the administration was 
reinforced by the addition of several sub- 
prefectures. In 1887 the prefecture and 
district of T‘ai-pei were added on the advice 
of Shén Pao-chén in order to consolidate 
the Northern part of the Island, the existing 
sub-prefecture having been transferred to 
Pei-shan to provide for the region behind 
the hills. The island was still in an un- 
developed state and the administrative 
system was merely framed on a rough scale 
to meet the requirements of the more 
important posts and was by no means 
intended to be a final settlement of the ques- 
tion. The extent of the territorial jurisdic- 
tions is much larger in Formosa than on the 
mainland and the work of administration 
much more difficult. The districts of Chang- 
hua, Chia-i, Féng-shan, Hsin-chu and Tain- 
sui are each from 200 li to 300 li in length 


and breadth and are quite too large to | 


admit of proper contro] in the event of 
any sudden emergency. Viewed from a 
strategic point of view, the great essential 
of all government in Formose, no proper 
“touch” or effective communication can be 
maintained between districts so large and 
so widely apart. The Governor visited the 
central region of the island last year and 
made himself acquainted with the confi- 
guration of the country. The local officials 
and the settlement officers furnished him 
with plans of the country on which the 
distances, strategic points, mountains, 
streams, etc., were clearly marked. To 
proceed first with the West side of the 
island. In the North east of the Chang- 
hua District there is an immense plateau 
entirely surrounded by mountains which 
forms the exact centre of the island. 
Here it is proposed to establish the future 
capital in accordance with the suggestion 
formerly made by Ts‘éng Yii-ying. Its 
name will be T‘ai-wan Fu and it will be 
combine the district city of T‘ai-wan. The 
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name of the present T‘ai-wan Fu and the 
district city in future will be An-p‘ing. 
The country to the East of Chia-i and the 
South of Chang-hua extending for about 
100 li from the Cho-shui to the Ku Shih- 
kuei watershed will be formed into a new 
district under the name of Yiin-lin. A 
new district entled Miao-li will be formed’ 
out of the South-west portion of the Hsin- 
chu District where the reclamation of the 
hill country has made great progress, 
The above four districts and the present 
Sub-Prefecture of Miao Li-shé will all be 
under the control of T‘ai-wan Fu. The 
Sub-Prefecture of Lu-chiang will be abo- 
lished. San Tiao-ling and other savage 
encampinents to the North and East of Tam- 
sui are too far from the present district 
city. Kelung is the most important station 
in the North of Formosa and is now a seat 
of foreign trade and of complicated interna- 
tional questions. Its importance is just 
now further enhanced by the works con- 
nected with the opening of mines and the 
construction of the railway which attract 
great crowds of people. It is proposed 
therefore to transfer four parishes of the 
Tamsui district to the jurisdiction of Ke- 
lung and to raise the latter post to the 
rank of a Sub-Prefecture. Such is a 
brief summary of the changes proposed in 
the West side. Behind the hills on the 
East side Su-ao is the most important place 
in the North, and Pei-nan in the South. 
The great stronghold in the centre which 
forms the key to the whole East side is 
Shui-wei which will border upon the new 
district of Yiin-lin. Here itis proposed to 
create a Senior Departinent under the name 
of T‘ai-tung about 500 li in length and 300 
li or 400 li in breadth, bounded by I-lan on 
the left and Heng-ch‘un on the right. A 
road has been made for a distance of 190 li 
from the Tan-shé ridge of hills straight to 
Chang-hua which, when the new capital is 
established, will place the East and West 
sides of the island in close communication. 
The old Sub-Prefecture of Pei-nan will be 
converted into a department in charge of a 
senior assistant magistrate. The country 
to the south of Shui-wei will be formed 
into the Sub-Prefecture of Hua Lien-chiang. 
It comprises several thousand acres of 
reclaimed land and has a deep harbour 
frequented by shipping over which the 
Sub-Prefect will exercise supervision. All 
the above will be under the jurisdiction 
of the Senior Department of Tai-tung. 
Such in brief are the changes proposed 
in the region behind the hills. Having 
regard to the progress of reclamation 
schemes, the continual increase of revenue 
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and the tendency of the savages to 
submit to civilized rule, the old make- 
shift system of administration cannot be 
continued much longer and must soon give 
place to one more in keeping with present 
requirements. If the present proposals, 
which have been drawn up in such a way 
as not to clash with the fundamental regu- 
lations, meet with the Imperial sanction, 
the Governor intends, as a first step, to 
depute officers to assume acting charge of 
the new posts and carry on the work of 
delimiting the boundaries so as to facilitate 
the settlement of the districts and decide 
the nature of the different appointments. — 
Referred to the consideration of the board 
concerned. 


OFFICIAL SACRIFICES IN KOKONOR. 


November 12th.—(1) The Acting Con- 
troller-General of Kokonor reports that, 
accompanied by the Prefect of Sining, he 
proceeded to Kokonor on the 25th of 
September for the purpose of offering 
sacrifice to the spirit of the Lake. He went 
through the Tan-ko-erh Pass to Ch‘a-han- 
t‘o-lo-hai, where at 6 a.m. on the 28th he 
reverently performed the required rites. 
According to precedent he deputed certain 
of the local chieftains to do sacrifice in his 
stead at As-tun-t‘a-la and A-la-k‘o Nor. 
On the following day he feasted the Mongol 
Princes and nobles who had been summoned 
to meet him, and presented thei with silk 
stuffs, feathers, buttons, knives, and packets 
of tea. He also bestowed the customary 
gifts on the headmen and petty barbarian 
chiefs. All loudly expressed their thanks 
to His Majesty. The Memorialist took the 
opportunity to caution them to preserve 
the peace of their districts and prevent the 
incursions of robbers from without, which 
they one and all gratefully promised to do, 


YELLOW RIVER FLOOD, MEASURES TAKEN IN 
KIANGSU. 

(2) The High Authorities in Kiangsu and 
the Director-General of the Grain Transport 
present a memorial explaining the mea- 
sures they intend to take to prevent 
the northern part of Kiangsu from being 
flooded by the water escaped from the 
Yellow River. On the 10th of October the 
Viceroy Tséng had reached Yang-chow en 
route for Peking, when he received a tele- 
gram from the Viceroy at Tientsin, com- 
municating to him an Imperial Decree by 
which he was directed to postpone his visit. 
He then proceeded to Ch‘ing-chiang Pu and 
met there Director-General Lu Shih-chieh, 
who had just received from Honan a copy 
of a memorial to the Throne giving parti- 
culars of the calamity. The two officets 
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spent several days in close consultation. 
They could not but foresee the imminent 
peril which would ensue as soon as the 
Yellow River poured its angry flood into 
the Hung-tse Lake, whence there was 
no proper channel to the sea. The Huai 
River empties itself into the same lake, 
the outflow from which is into the two 
Prefectures of Huai-an and Yang-chow. 
These prefectures are in great danger every 
year when the water rises high ; and this 
danger must be multiplied many times 
when the raging flood of the Yellow River 
is added to the waters of the Huai. The 
first precautions to take are naturally those 
adopted in ordinary times. Accordingly 
orders have been given to see that the 
sluices, breakwaters, and earth-mounds in 
the vicinity of the lake are put in readiness 
immediately and to proceed at once with 
any repairs in Paoying and Kaoyu, which 
have been postponed as not of pressing im- 
portance. There are two plans for keeping 
away floods, embanking and draining ; and 
the second is the best method. The Hung- 
tse Lake has two outlets, both of which 
lead into the Grand Canal and so to the 
Yangtze. When this channel is not enough, 
the water is let out by sluices into creeks 
communicating with the sea. But all these 
means are now insufficient, and a passage 
must be made elsewhere, if the lives and 
property of a population of many millions 
are to be saved from destruction. Enquiries 
have been made far and wide, and it is un- 
animously declared that there is a channel in 
T‘av-yuan Hsien leading north from the lake 
by the Ch‘eng-tzu River, which crosses first 
the Yellow River’s old bed, then some waste 
land and then the Grand Canal beyond. 
This channel will be enlarged, the Grand 
Canal will be dammed above and below, 
and the water so made to pass on afterwards 
into the old Yellow River bed again at 
Yang Chuang, whence it will flow into the 
sea at Yunt‘i Kuan. It is similarly vouch- 
ed for that there is another channed to the 
east in Ch‘ing Ho Hsien, which was tem- 
porarily opened in 1868. It leaves the lake 
by the Sui-shih River and Chan-fu K‘ou 
and joins the old bed of the Yellow River. 
This also will be dug out, and the water con- 
ducted, as in the first case to Yang Chuang 
and Yunt‘i Kuan. As soon as these chan- 
tiels are opened, the passage from the lake 
into the Grand Canal will he stopped. The 
Memorialists are aware that the Yellow 
River bed at Yang Chuang is higher than 
the surface of the lake, so that it will 
be a most arduous task to dig it out. 
But the necessity of the case and 
the millions of lives at stake leave them 
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without any choice. The officers who have 
been deputed to report on the matter are of 
experience in river works, and during the 
last few days they have been indefatigably 
engaged in examining the ground, taking 
levels and collecting information. They 
declare positively that nothing can be done 
except what has been set forth above. In 
order that time may not be lost, orders 
have been given to commence work at once. 
It is hoped that by toiling day and night 
the Yellow River water may be all drained 
off during the next three months. The 
river works funds are all expended on 
ordinary repairs. The treasuries at Soo- 
chow and Nanking have, therefore, been 
ordered at once to provide Tls. 200,000 and 
Tls. 150,000 respectively from whatever 
funds they may have in hand.—Approved 
by Rescript. 
YELLOW RIVER FLOOD IN HONAN. 

November 13th.—(1) The Governor of 
Honan presents a further report giving 
details concerning the great flood. The 
localities affected are situated in K ‘ai-féng 
Fu, Ch‘en-chou Fu, and Lu-i Hsien of 
Kuei-té Fu. The breach occurred at Shih- 
ch‘iao K‘ou, and an impetuous torrent 
rushed from it towards the south-east. 
Overflowing the north-east of Chen-chou, 


it descended upon Chung-mou Hsien, where | 


the city was surrounded by water, 110 or 
120 villages were overwhelmed and the 
land of more than three hundred was in- 
undated. The main flood then passed on 
to Chu-hsien Chén, round which several 
small places were overflowed, and at the 
same time it spread into the country of 
Hsiang-fu Hsien. Next in its course was 
Wei-shih Hsien, which was hemmed in by 
the waters. Then Fu-kou Hsien, where 
there was a sea, a hundred lz in breadth, 
reaching to Yen-ling, where forty and more 
villages were drowned. To the eastward, 
in T‘ung-hsii, the water was seven or eight 
feet deep in some scores of villages ; and a 
branch passed through T‘ai-k ‘ang and came 
down upon Lu-i Hsien. In Hsi-hua Hsien, 
which was in the direct line, thirty villages 
escaped entirely. Not far beyond this point 
the Chia-lu River meets the Sha Ho, and 
below the junction the flood became more 
terrible than ever, and in Huai-ning 1,500 
villages were drowned. An off-shoot to the 
south invaded Hsiang-ch‘eng and Shen- 
ch‘in, and one went to the north to Liu-i 
again, escaping into Anhui by the Ming 
Ho and Huang-kou River. The districts 
which suffered most severely were, Chung- 
mou, Wei-shih, Fu-kou, Hsi-hua, Huai-ning, 
Haiang-fu, and Cheng Chou. Next T‘ai- 
hang, Hsiang-cheng, Shen-ch‘iu, Yen-ling, 
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T‘ung Hsii; and in a less degree Shang- 
shui, Lu-i, and Chi Hsien. To Chung- 
mou and Wei-shih, the Memorialist sent 
officers with money to help the local au- 
thorities in strengthening the defences 
which are keeping out the water. Others 
were despatched to other places to help 
the work at the river banks, to hire boats 
and make rafts to bring away survivors, to 
supply food and set up tents. There ap- 
pear still to be many persons perched on 
high spots who will not desert their homes. 
When the winter comes on shortly much 
more than now will be required to be done 
in giving food and shelter. The Memoria- 
list has already opened relieving offices un- 
der the charge of special superintendents, 
one near the original breach, another in 
Chung-mou District, another near Chu- 
hsien Chen, and a fourth at Chou-chia 
K‘ou in Ch‘én-chou. At other places the 
local authorities will undertake the duty 
themselves. Where there are government 
granaries containing corn, the food will be 
furnished therefrom ; and in other places 
it will be bought, the funds being provided 
by the ‘‘ Relief Department.” The district 
near the Ch‘in River north of the Huang 
Ho will likewise require the distribution of 
charity, as the floods there too have been 
very severe. While care will be taken of 
the refugees, every effort will be made to 
repair the burst embankment as soon as 
possible and so shorten the time that the 
homeless must continue. The land in 
Honan is flat, and the flood therefore is 
spreading out and moving forward but 
slowly. On the 14th of October the 
Memorialist received a telegram from 
Ch‘ing Chiang Pu saying that up to then 
nothing had been heard there about the 
Yellow River flood. He, therefore, thinks 
it worth while to mention that according to 
information brought to him on the 11th 
October, the Huai River had risen two feet 
at Cheng-yang Kuan in western Anhui. 
The Emperor’s Rescript expresses his grief 
for the suffering of his people and urges the 
Governor to exert himself to the utmost on 
their behalf. 


MURDER OF A HUSBAND. 

(2) The Governor of Honan reports the 
murder of one Chang Shui-ch‘ih by three 
persons, of whom his wife was one. The 
murdered man, who was a weaver by trade, 
married the daughter of a widower called 
Ma Lang. They had been wedded three 
years but had no children. While he was 
away at work, a first cousin of his, a younger 
man named Chang Yung-t‘ai, used often to 
see Mrs. Chang, and on one occasion made 
love to her and accomplished her seduction. 
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After this they committed adultery together 
several times, without arousing the suspi- 
eions of any of the family. Later on Mrs. 
Chang went to stay at her father’s house, 
and while the latter was away, her lover 
visited her and carried on the old intimacy. 
One day the father, Ma Lang, came home 
and surprised the pair, but was induced by 
presents to wink at the intrigue. Presently 
the husband heard a rumour of the scandal, 
and came and questioned his wife. She 
denied its truth, but he told her that if he 
ever caught them together he would kill 
them both. ‘I'wo days later he returned to 
his work. Before he went he told his wife’s 
father what was reported, and bade him 
look after his daughter. The lover soon 
came again. Mrs. Chang repeated to him 
what her husband had said and wanted to 
break off the intrigue. Infatuated by his 
wicked passion, he determined to remove the 
obstacle to it by killing the husband. He 
won over Ma Lang by liberal promises of 
money, and then they persuaded the wife 
to join them. Six days went by, when 
there was a general holiday and the husband 
eame to see his wife. Ma Lang made her 
persuade him to stay the night, and then 
went to fetch Chang Yung-t‘ai. In the 
middle of the night the two men came into 
the room where Chang Shui-ch ‘ih was sleep- 
ing. His wife slipped out of bed, and Ma 
Lang attacked the unconscious man with a 
kitchen knife. Then Chang Yung-t‘ai seizd 
the weapon and struck him. As the victim 
cried out, by Ma Lang’s orders the woman 
put her hand on his mouth, but he bit her 
finger and she shrank back. The next blow 
severed his throat and he fell dead. Ma 
Lang’s son and another man in an adjoin- 
ing building heard the noise and came out 
to learn what it meant. Ma Lang told them 
that having a tooth-ache he had asked his 
daughter to pull the tooth out with pincers, 
and the intense pain made him roar. This 
satisfied them and they went back to bed. 
The murderers then changed their blood- 
stained clothes and hid the body in a jar. 
After three or four days the two men carri- 
ed away the corpse and threw it downa 
well, where it was found next morning by 
the owner of the well when drawing water. 
An enquiry was held and the whole affair 
came to light. Ma Lang has died ; but the 
wife has been condemned to the punish- 
ment of death by slow degrees, and Ma 
Yung-t‘ai to immediate decapitation with 
the addition that his head be exposed as a 
further punishment, on account of his re- 
lationship with the murdered man.—-Re- 
script: Let the Board of Punishments 
report on the case without delay. 
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REMITTANCES FROM HU-PEI 
(3) The Govenor of Hu-pei was ordered 


| to forward this year to Peking from the Salt 


Revenue of his province, Ts. 100,000 for 
the Imperial Household. He was subse- 
quently directed to furnish an additional 
'l'ls. 50,000 for the Board of Revenue. He 
now sends in addition to previous remit- 
tances silver bullion to the amount of Tls. 
200,000 for the Board of Revenue and Ts. 
10,000 for the Household, also Tls. 330 to 
cover petty expenses. 
LI HO-NIEN DESPATCHED TO YELLOW RIVER. 

November 14th.—(1) Li Ho-nien, having 
been appointed Director-General of the 
Yellow River, is directed to hurry at once 
to Honan and join the Governor in repair- 
ing the great breach. Chéng-fu, the late 
Director-General, who has been dismissed, 
will also remain on the spot and give his 
best assistance. 

FATAL FRAY NEAR NINGPO. 


(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the trial of several men who were engaged 
in a fatal fray near Ningpo. The quarrel 
which caused the loss of life was about a 
water privilege, and the prisoners were all 
salt workers living on the coast. Some 
years ago they and their friends enclosed a 
piece of shore land at Hsia-mo-tai, cleared 
it from salt by washing, and turned it into 
paddy fields. They then wished to obtain 
water for irrigation by leading a channel 
from the stream of their neighbours at Ta- 
sung. The Ta-sung men refused to consent 
to this, and in 1875 a law suit took place on 
the subject. The law suit was renewed in 
1883, when the magistrate finally decided 
that the salt workers had no claim to water 
from Ta-sung, as their land was ground 
newly produced by accretion, which 
could have no prescriptive rights. It 
also appeared that the salt workers 
land was only a few hundred mw in 
extent, and only paid two tael cents per 
mu as land tax, while the Ta-sung land 
was more than ten thousand mu and paid 
twenty cents. The magistrate at the same 
time presented the salt workers with 300 
strings of cash and bid them dig ponds and 
store water for themselves. But Wang 
Ching-tsai, the man who represented them | 
in court, kept the money to himself and 
spent it privately, and no ponds were dug. 
In 1886 there was a drought, and the salt 
workers cut the embankment at Ta-sung 
without permission, so as to get water. 
When the Ta-sung men came to repair the 
place, they were attacked by a body of salt 
workers armed with all sorts of weapons. 
In the fray sixteen of them were killed, 
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some by blows, and some drowned by falling 
into the stream. Six of the salt workers 
have now been condemned to death, but 
two of the number have died already from 
sickness. Several others of them are sen- 
tenced to minor penalties.—Referred by 
Rescript to the Board of Punishments. 


MISCONDUCT OF OFFICIALS IN HONAN. 


November 15th.—(1) An Imperial De- 
cree deals severely with certain officials in 
Honan. Some time ago a man came to 
Peking and laid a complaint that the Ma- 
gistrate of Lo-yang had beaten to death 
some one for refusing to pay a sum in 
excess of the proper land tax. The peti- 
tion, according to custom, was referred to 
the Governor, Pien .Pao-ch‘iian. After- 
wards a censor represented that the Gov- 
ernor was shirking the enquiry, in order 
that his own failure to control his subor- 
dinates might not be brought to light. 
Instructions were therefore sent to the 
Hunan Commissioners, En-ch‘eng and 
Hsueh Yun-sheng, to hold an investiga- 
tion. They find that the deceased had 
assembled a crowd and incited them not 
to pay the land tax, and that he was 
really beaten in court so cruelly that he 
expired on the spot. Further, it was false- 
ly reported by the magistrate that the 
man’s death occurred from disease on a 
different day. The Decree orders that the 
magistrate who was guilty of this brutality 
be cashiered and sent into penal servitude 
on the post roads. It also desires the Board 
to determine the fitting punishment of 
several other officials, prefects or magis- 
trates, who were instructed to hold en- 
quiries concerning the above case, and 
failed do so thoroughly. One of them, 
moreover, had concealed the fact, of which 
he was well aware, that the land tax levied 
was more than the legal sum. A penalty 
will also be inflicted on the Governor him- 
self. 

INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


November 16th.—(1) The Imperial Re- 
sident in Tibet reports that once a year 
alternately, he and his colleague are bound 
to make a tour of inspection to visit the 
troops stationed at Gyaltze, Tingjih, and 
other important points. As he is notin 
good health, and his new colleague has not 
arrived, he is deputing an officer to make 
the tour on his behalf. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN KUANG-SI. 

(3) The Governor of Kuang-si states that 
His Majesty’s sanction has already been 
given for the formation of a new circuit, 
consisting of T‘ai-ping Fu and Kuei-shun 
Chou. The portion of Shang-ssii Chou 
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called Hsiao-chen-an is changed into a 
District with the title of Chen-pien Hsien, 
and is placed under Kuei-shun Chou. The 
rest of Shang-ssii Chou is under T‘ai‘ing 
Fu. Kuei-shun Chou becomes an inde- 
pendent sub-prefecture. ‘{he meimorialist 
now proposes that Ts‘ai Hsi-ping be ap- 
pointed acting Taotai of the new Circuit.— 
Approved. 


LIU YUNG-FU AT COURT, 


November 17th.—(1) Liu Yung-fu (the 
Tongking Black Flag Chief), General-Com- 
manding in Kuangtung, has been received 
in audience by the Emperor. 

TARTAR GARRISON AT CHING-CHOU. 


(2) The Commander-in-Chief of the Tar- 
tar Garrison at Ching-chou Fu in Hupei 
reports that during the three years he 
has held his command he has drilled his 
troops most carefully. He has found means 
to purchase 1,000 foreign rifles, and 250 
cavalry carbines. He has further caused 
240 stalwart men to be practised in sword 
and lance exercise. He trusts that his 
regulation total of 4,000 men will all be 
found valuable soldiers. He now has the 
honour to beg that the Commander of the 
Peking Field Force may be instructed to 
furnish him with a copy of the new work 
on artillery and musketry practice.—Ap- 
proved by Rescript. 


YELLOW RIVER. PREVENTION OF FLOOD IN 
CHIHLI. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports that during 
the September freshet the Yellow River 
was only with great difficulty prevented 
from bursting its banks at Tung-ming in 
the Province of Chihli. The water was 
higher than it had been during scores of 
years, and for a distance of twenty miles 
the south bank was in imminent danger. 
Officers and soldiers and villagers, collected 
from all the country round, worked with 
desperate energy in the pouring rain. They 
were only assured of the safely of the 
embankment after the breach at Cheng 
Chou higher up stream. 


TAXATION OF NATIVE OPIUM IN CHEKTANG. 


November 18th.—(1) In a former memo- 
rial the Governor of Chékiang requested 
that the amount hitherto derived from 
the lekin on foreign opium should con- 
tinue to be allotted to the province in 
order to meet the expenditure of the 
Coast Defence establishment, and at the 
same time adverted to the question of 
placing additional taxation on native opium, 
which he said the departments concerned 
had been instructed to take into their con- 
sideration. In a report now furnished to him, 
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it is stated that the opium grown in Ché- 
kiang, in the Prefectures of Ningpo, Shao- 
hsing, Wen-chou, and T‘ai-chou, is much 
inferior in price and quality to that from 
Szechuen and Shansi. On this account, 
and also because there are no large mer- 
chants to undertake its export, its circula- 
tion is chiefly confined to the interior of 
the province. After much thought it was 
considered best to tax it on the same prin- 
ciple as other goods, that is to say, fix the 
lekin in proportion to its value. Taking 


$2.40 or $2.50 as the value of a catty of | 


the cheapest opium, an ad valorem tax of 
five per cent., levied twice according to the 
practice prevailing in Eastern Chékiang, 
amounts to the sum of $0.24 per catty. 
It is now intended to examine the opium 


once for all and charge it cents 14.4 per | 


catty at the first barrier, leaving cents 9.6 
to be paid at the second barrier. Though 
it will be still kept under surveillance 
it will not be charged any further duty if it 
pass other barriers. There will be no 
addition required to the staff of examiners, 
so that the revenue wlll be increased with- 
out additional cost. As regards Customs 
duties, the Acting Taotai at Ningpo has 
made an arrangement with the Commis- 
sioner, by which all native grown opium 
whether of Szechuan, Shansi or Chékiang 
origin, will be brought under the re- 
gulations for foreign opium, and charged 
Tls. 15 per 100 catties, or half what foreign 
opium pays. On native opium circulating 
in the interior and not intended for export, 
as well as that coming by sea from Wen- 
chou and T‘ai-chou to Chapoo, where the 
native Custom-house has been withdrawn 
for the present, the duty will be collected 
by the lekin stations in the interior, and 
the proceeds retained to meet the military 
expenditure. As this scheme appears to 
the governor to be satisfactory he prays 
that he may be allowed to carry it into 
effect.—Approved by Rescript. 

YELLOW RIVER FLOOD, CONDITION OF THING 

IN ANHUI. 

(2) Lu Shih-chieh reports that from the 
12th October onwards the Huai River be- 
low Cheng-yang Kuan in Western Anhui 
increased daily one or two inches in height, 
and on the 15th and 16th it rose more than 
afoot. Above Ying-chou, which is nearer 
Honan, the body of water was larger. The 
Hung-tse Lake has risen one inch, and the 
water in it is seven feet above the mark. 

SELENGO’S JOURNEY TO ILI. 

(3) The late Chinese President in Tibet, 
Selengo, has been appointed Military 
Governor of Ili; and, as he has already 
reported, he left Lassa on the 12th of May 
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sn his way to his new post. He was much 
telayed by the slipperiness of the moun- 
ain roads owing to the melting of the 
snow in the early summer, and on the 15th 
June he reached Wa-ho Chai (a little to 
‘ae west of Chamdo in north-eastern Tibet. 
ere he received an Imperial Decree date 
‘he 3rd May, animadverting on the ex- 
‘riordinary dilatoriness of his successor 
Won-shuo, who had taken more than a 
year to reach his post. The Memorialist 
hastened on tv To-chien-lu, where he ar- 
vived in August. He had hoped to be able 
~9 travel more rapidly now that he was in 
hina ; but first he was brought to a stand- 
still because the road was washed away by 
floods, and afterwards he found it difficult 
to get relays of animals, because the Nepaul 
mission had passed just in front of him, 
«nd, besides, the inhabitants of the country 
were looking after their harvests. On the 
‘’0:h September he arrived at the capital of 
zechuan, which he left again on the 17th 
of October.—Rescript : ‘‘ Noted.” 


DISRESPECTFUL LANGUAGE. 


November 19th.—(1) A Decree.—In a 
Memorial which we have received from the 
Censor Wang Hui-ying the characters for 
the Eastern Mausoleuin are not raised to 
their proper height in the column. For 
this piece of extraordinary carelessness 
we command that the censor be handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
a severe penalty. 

FIRE AT HANKOW—POSTHUMOUS DISTINC- 
TIONS FOR TWO OFFICERS WHO LOST 
THEIR LIVES GN THE OCCASION. 


(2) The Acting Governor-General of the 
Hu Kaung provinces prefers a request for 
the bestowal of posthumous distinction 
upon two officers of the Salt Preventive 
Service who lost their lives in a fire that 
occurred at Hankow on the night of the 
1st September last. The Memorialist 
observes that Hankow is an important trade 
resort and has a dense population. All 
along the river bank there are mat sheds 
in which a petty trade is carried on. 
On the night in question a fire broke 
out in a tea-house at the large jetty 
and spread to the adjoining houses. A 
strong North-west wind happened to be 
blowing at the time and the sparks were 
carried across the river where they set fire 
to some thatched huts on the south bank in 
the suburbs of the city of Hanyang. Thence 
it spread to the shops and warehouses in the 
vicinity. The civil and military authorities 
took command of the fire engines and used 
their utmost endeavours to check the pro- 
gress of the flames, but owing to the dryness 
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of the atmosphere and the high wind 
that prevailed, the fire raged for four hours 
before it was extinguished. A great num- 
ber of boats that were anchored along the 
banks of the river were totally consumed 
and their occupants were either burnt to 
death or drowned while attempting to 
escape. The catastrophe was altogether 
one of unusual extent and the poor hucks- 
ters along the banks who were burnt out of 
their mat sheds were left in a pitiable state 
of destitution. Tls. 1,005 were raised for 
their relief by the Taotai at Hankow and 
its distribution was entrusted to the Mayis- 
trate. The charitable institutions have 
been good enough to undertake the burial 
of the bodies of those who were not iden- 
tified by their relatives. Two deputies in 
charge of the preventive department of the 
salt administration, seeing that the station 
was on fire and that the boats would pro- 
bably be destroyed, went with their staffs 
to attempt to save them. No sooner, how- 
ever, had they got them clear of the river, 
than they were surrounded by the flames 
and finding no way of escape, jumped into 
the water and were drowned. Their bodies 
were found the next day, all charred and 
burnt. Officers who lose their lives at sea 
on the public service are entitled to post- 
humous honours, and as the present is a 
still sadder case of sacrifice to duty, the 
Memorialist feels justified in asking for the 
bestowal of high marks of consideration to 


comfort the souls of the deceased in the 


realm of darkness. 


PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION FOR RE-INSTATEMENT 
OF A TAOTAI. 


(3) The Governor of Anhui submits a peti- 
tion signed by 218 retired officials and 
literary graduates for the restoration to 
office of Jén Lan-shéng who was formely 
Taotai of the Féng Ling Lia Sst Circuit. 
This officer entered the army in 1862 and 
bore a part in several campaigns against 
the rebels in Anhui, Honan and Chihli. 
He received a substantive appointment as 
Taotai in 1880, and after holding office for 
nearly seven years, was recently degraded 
for having an objectionable clerk in his em- 
ployment. He carried with him in his re- 
tirement the regrets of the people who had 
benefited by his excellent administration. 
The northern part of Anhui was one of 
the strongholds of the rebels and it was 
mainly due to his exertions that they were 
finally exterminated. Asa civilian he was 
still more distinguished than as a soldier. 
In 1878 he was the chief mover in organis- 
ing relief measures which saved the lives of 
tens of thousands of refugees from Shansi 
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and Honan and supplied them with means‘ 
to return to their homes. He instituted a- 
famine insurance fund which in 1883 was. 
employed in relieving the distress caused by 
the floods of the River Huai. After the: 
rebellion he busied himself in improving. 
the water communication throughout his- 
jurisdiction and introduced irrigation 
measures which added yearly to the pro- 
ductive area of the soil. He also establish-: 


ed a special department for the culture of - 


the mulberry, young plants of which he dis-- 
tributed throughout the country. He him- 
self edited a treatise on the subject and. 
engaged skilled workmen to superintend the: 
rearing of silkworms: and the reeling of 
silk, Among his other enterprises, he con- 
structed a level post road for a distance of 
200 1s, restored about a dozen of bridges, 
established a public ferry and built a 
number of colleges, free schools and or- 
phanages. Last winter he sent 10,000 
wadded coats to Shantung and was per- 
mitted by Imperial Decree to resume his- 
former rank. The petitioners have now 
raised funds to purchase him substantive. 
oftice, and as there are procedents for such 
action, the Governor submits their request: 
to the favourable eonsideration of the 
Throne. — Autograph Rescript.—We au- 
thorize Jén Lan-shéng to regain his former’ 
position by purchase and we direct him to 
proceed to Anhui for service under the: 
Governor. 


CHINESE ALMANAC FOR TIBET. 


(4) As a means of diffusing information. 
respecting the seasons of the year and as a 
token of the unity of the Empire, the 
Chinese Almanac is sent from Peking on 
the Ist of the 10th moon of each year to the- 
various provinces and to the Tributary 
States. Tibet forms the only exception to 
this rule. The Tanguts have always fol- 
lowed the Mahometan system of calculation, 
and as a concession to their feelings, the. 
Emperors of China have never imposed 
upon them the acceptance of the Imperial 
Almanac. They have been allowed to pre- 
serve their own faith and maintain their 
customs unaltered as long as they conformed. 
to Chinese administration. Chinese civil and 
military establishments have existed in Tibet 
for the past 160 years, since the beginning of 
the reign of Yung Chéng, and in select- 
ing auspicious days and settling the situa-~ 
tion and aspect of houses great inconvenience 
has been experienced. Copies of the 
Almanac have hitherto always been pro- 
cured from Ch ‘éng-tu but it is often the be- 
ginning of summer before those for the cur- 


.rent year can be distributed in Tibet. The. | 
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treatise published under Imperial autho- 
rity for securing an auspicious aspect in 
house construction is still more difficult to 
procure. The Imperial resident deprecates 
any interference with the traditional cus- 
toms of the Tanguts, but he would ask 
that five copies of the Almanac in Manchu 
and forty-five copies in Chinese, together 
with five copies of the treatise on house 
building, should be forwarded henceforth 
every year in time to reach Tibet before 
‘‘the closing of the seals” for the use of 
the Chinese civil and military establish- 
ments in that distant dependency. 


THE YELLOW RIVER. 


November 20th.—(1) Ni Wén-wei, the 
Governor of Honan, states that on going to 
and fro along the southern bank of the 
Yellow River tu visit the works now being 
carried on to close the breach, he found 
that the whole current of the water had 
flowed away in a southerly direction and 
that the bed of the river was quite dried up. 
The bottom of the embankments was ex- 
posed and the fascines aud dykes generally 
appeared to be in a very dilapidated state. 
This was especially the case in the central 
division of the river in the first five sections 
of which a partial breach of over 100 chang 
had been caused by an unusval pressure 
early in the eighth moon. A_ slender 
line of embankment remained as_ the 
sole protection. Unless the works were 
strengthened before the river was brought 
back to its former course, the influx of 
the water would be attended with great 
danger. The rule is that all river work is 
suspended after the hoar-frost season, but as 
a precautionary measure, the Memorialist 
would suggest that the director-general of 
the river should be instructed to take 
advantage of the present lowness of the 
water to have the necessary repairs com- 
pleted without delay. 

Rescript.— We command that instructions 
be sent to Ch‘éng Fu which will ensure the 
immediate and loyal execution of the work 
in question. 

(2) The same writer quotes a report from 
the Intendant of the Chang Wei Huai Cir- 
cuit to the effect that over sixty villages in 
the Wu-chih district were destroyed by the 
‘water which escaped from the breach in 
the River Ch‘in at the village of Hsiao 
Yang. Fortunately no lives were lost, but 
the autumn crops were all swept away by 
the deluge. Mat huts have been erected to 
give temporary shelter to the destitute and 
grain is being ground to supply the soup 
kitchens which are being vpened for the 
relief of the distress. 
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(3) In a further Memorial, Ni Wén-wei 


| acknowledges the receipt, while on his way 


to the river, of the Imperial Decree of the 
18th October which authorized the retention 
of Tls. 300,000 from the provincial revenue 
and the issue of Tls. 100,000 from the 


| Privy Purse for relief purposes in Honan. 


: After dilating upon the deep impression 
' which this act of Imperial clemency has 





made upon himselfand the people generally, 
he states with reference to the instructions 
which the decree contained respecting the 
part he was expected to perform in such a 
crisis, that he considers it his duty to strain 
every nerve to discharge the duties attach- 
ing to the high office with which he has 
been graciously entrusted. At the same 
time, he would point out that inveterate 
abuses of long standing exist in connexion 
with river works and that the officers in 
charge of them have fallen into a settled 
groove and are not capable of adapting 
themselves to the requirements of the time. 
He has passed restless nights in pondering 
over the matter and is determined to do 
what he can to break through the establish- 
ed custom, taking care at the same time to 
promote efticiency and economy. 

Rescript.—The habits of the officials 
connected with the river in scamping work 
and making fraudulent charges are indeed 
of a far-reaching nature. To this class of 
persons is entirely attributable all the waste 
of public money and mismanagement that 
goes on. Let the Governor unmask their 
doings and sternly denounce to us without 
fear or favour for severe punishment any 
cases of abuse that may come to his know- 
ledge. 

(4) The Director-General of the river 
recently applied for the services of Tung 
K‘o-shao and Hsiieh Fu-nien, two expect- 
ant taotais who were acquainted with river 
works, to superintend the repairs to the 
breach at Chéng Chou. Although Ni Wén- 
wei exhorted them to proceed at once to 
the spot, it was the 11th of October before 
they set about making a commencement. 
When he reached the river on the 20th 
October, the east end of the breach was 
firmly secured, the work on the west side 
was approaching completion. and_ steps 
were being taken for laying the foundation 
of the new embankment. The two officers 
in question still wished to be released from 
their duties on the pretext that their instruc- 
tions did not emanate from the Governor 
and Director-General jointly. The Governor 
denounces them in vigorous language not 
merely for having failed to respond to his 
own earnest solicitations, but for having 
shown-such a lamentable indifference to the 





public interests by refusing to place their 
experience at the disposal of the State at 
such a critical emergency. 

Rescript.—Let Tung K ‘o-shao and Hsiieh 
Fu-nien be stripped of their rank and re- 
main on duty at the river. Should they fail 
in active exertion, they will be denounced 
and receive severe treatment. 

CUSTOMS DUTIES AT KAN-CHOU FU. 

November 21st.—(1)The Acting-Governor 
of Kiangsi forwards a statement of the re- 
ccipts and disbursements of the Kan-chou 
Custom House for the 12th year of Kuang 
Hsii. The fixed assessment of the station 
is Tls. 46,000, and there is a supplementary 
estimate of Tls. 38,000, making a total of 
Tls. 84,000. The total amount collected 
during the year was Tls. 53,176.9.4.3, from 
which Tls. 6,130.5.4 had to be deducted for 
working expenses, etc., leaving a net balance 
of Tls. 47,046.4.0 3 to cover the Peking 
subsidy and the cost of ginseng for the 
Imperial Household. The deficit under 
the head of the supplementary estimate is 
Tis. 37,424.6.5.2, and is explained in the 
following way. Tea and silk have always 
formed the great staples of the revenue to 
which foreign and Canton goods contributed 
ina minor degree. Since the establishinent 
of foreign trade on the seaboard and along 
the Yangtze, tea and silk have gone direct 
to Shanghai, Hankow or Kiukiang, while 
foreign goods reach the province by water, 
and no longer make the circuit by way of 
Canton. In recent years, tuo, the craft of 
the merchants hasimproved on its former ac- 
hievements. Nearly all the goods that pass 
Kan-chou are protected by half-duty certifi- 
cates issued by the Foreign Customs, and 
there is no levy to be made. The diminu- 
tion of revenue from this source cannot be 
less than several thousands of taels yearly. 
The Kan-chou station is thus entirely 
dependent for its revenue upon sugar, 
tea-oil, pine-wood and sundry articles of 
local production. The uneven distribu- 
tion of the rainfall last year caused a short 
production of tea-oil. The large consump- 
tion of foreign sugar has driven the native 
article almost entirely out of the market. 
Most of the sugar firms have either failed 
or retired from business, and the land that 
was formerly planted with the cane is now 
devoted to the growth of cereals. The 
Taotai in charge of the station has done all 
he could to attract trade, but it has been 
found impossible to bring the collection up 
to the fixed amount. The present year, 
however, shows a slight improvement upon 
the preceding one, and as there is no pro- 
spect of being able to make good the whole 
of the deficit, it is asked that ninety per 
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cent. of it should be remitted, and the pay- 

ment of the remaining ten per cent. should 

be spread over a number of years. 
INSURRECTION IN KIANGSI. 

(2) The same writer reports the suppres- 
sion of a local rising, and recommends for 
promotion a number of officers by whose 
efforts the rebels were crushed. The leader 
of the movement was one Wang Shih-lung, 
who collected together a number of dis- 
banded soldiers, and placed hiniself at their 
head with the title of Commander-in-chief. 
He gained a good number of adherents 
among the people, entrenched himself in a 
stronghold in the Yii-tu district, and _pill- 
aged the surrounding country. He main- 
tained his position for several months, and 
offered battle to the Imperial troops that 
were scent to ascertain the nature of the 
place he occupied. His stuckade was even- 
tually carried by assault, many of his fol- 
lowers captured, the rest dispersed and 
he himself pursued to the Jui-chin district, 
where he was taken. Though the affair 
was a mere skirmish and entailed none 
of the privations of prolonged service in 
the field, still the Acting Governor feels 
justitied in submitting for promotion the 
names of the general in conmand, and 
of several other officers who displayed 
gallantry on the occasion. The list at first 
furnished to him was much larger than 
the one now submitted, which has been 
reduced to its present limits by the Me- 
morialist himself. 

CASH FOR PEKING. 


(3) In two postscript Memorials the same 
writer reports the transmission to Peking 
in two instalments of the 50,000 strings of 
cash which the Province of Kiangsi was 
required to furnish for the re-establishment 
of the copper currency of the Metropolis. 
The cash are being forwarded in charge of 
an agent vid Kiukiang and Shanghai, and 
are to reach Tientsin before the closing of 
the River. 

November 22nd.—No papers of interest. 
TAOTAI CASHIERED FOR GENERAL 
MISCONDUCT. 

November 23rd.-—(1) The Governor of 
Hunan denounces an expectant Taotai, 
Hsiao Yiin-wén, whom he describes as a 
low-class, pushing kind of individual, whose 
effrontery and shamelessness have become 
a by-word. He started official life by pur- 
chasing the office of Sub-Prefect on the 
Chekiang establishment. Two years ago 
he was commissioned by a man named 
Tséng, who lived at Yangchow, to purchase 
for him the rank of Prefect, and instead of 
securing the post for Tséng, he used the 
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money in purchasing a Taotaiship for him- 
self. He has been barely a year in the 
province, but has managed in that time 
to incur the hatred of all his subor- 
dinates, and to crush all his equals. Only 
a few months ago he applied personally 
to the Governor for the post of Chief 
Director of the Reorganisation Board, and 
meeting with a refusal, he asked the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor with no better success for 
the office of Grain Intendant. In fact, so 
bent was he on getting on that nothing 
would have satisfied him short of monopolis- 
ing several posts in his own person. — Last 
year he was deputed to superintend the 
construction of some cargo boats for Chihli, 
and instead of living at the shipyard and 
attending to his duties, he was constantly 
gadding about with all the ‘* young bloods” 
of the provincial capital. He joined a 
banker in purchasing a large quantity of 
wood, and wanted to get it exempted from 
duty on the gronnd that it was for the con- 
struction of the cargo-boats. He paid for 
the wood by orders upon a bank which 
closed its doors the moment payment was 
demanded. He also appropriated to his 
own use Tls. 5,000, which he drew from 
the public chest to meet the cost of sending 
the boats to Tientsin.-—Rescript already 
published. 
FAWNS FROM MANCHURIA. 

(2) Every alternate year at the beginning 
of summer the provincial authorities of 
Féng T‘ien are obliged to arrange for the 
capture in the Imperial Hunting grounds 
of sixty fawns, which are kept in pens at 
Moukden until the cool weather sets in, 
when they are forwarded to the Parks 
department of the Imperial Household. If 
less than half the number is sent, the 
officers charged with their capture are 
liable to be denounced. The Governor 
reports that there has been a great scarcity 
of deer this season, and that only thirty-one 
fawns have been secured. The deficiency 
will be made good on the next occasion. 


REHEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE. 


November 24th.—The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the rehearing of a case in 
which an appeal was made direct to the 
Emperor. A widow named Shén_ had 
8 mu of ground and a house in the Fei 
district. In 1860 when the rebellion 
broke out in Shantung she gave over the 
land to a relative named Li Wang to 
cultivate on the métayer system, let the 
house to her brother-in-law Shén Ch‘uan- 
wu, and went herself for sake of safety 
to reside in the town. Shortly before his 
death in 1873 Shén Ch‘uan-wu sold the 
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house to a stranger with the connivance of 
Li Wang, who acted as middleman in the 
transaction. Later on Mrs. Shén, having 
occasion to visit her old home, discovered 
what had taken place in her absence, and 
taxed Li Wang with his conduct in the 
matter. As Li Wang continued in occupa- 
tion of the land, she brought an action of 
ejectinent against him in the District Court, 
and obtained a decree for the recovery of the 
farm. This did, not, however, satisfy her. 
When quitting her home at the time of the 
rebellion, she left behind her some articles in 
the house for which Li Wang failed to give 
an account. Her late husband, too, had 
lent 3 tiao to Li who promised to lodge the 
title deeds of a piec2 of property by way of 
security—a promise he did not perform. 
These and other charges respecting ofticial 
collusion which she invented to givecolour to 
her story were embodied in a petition drawn 
up for her by a strolling furtune-teller, 
armed with which she proceed to Peking and 
laid her plaint before the Emperor. She 
was sent back to Shantung by the Board 
of War, and the facts, as given above, were 
elicited at the rehearing. Her sentence 
for obstructing the Imperial procession is 
100 blows and banishment to a near fron- 
tier, but she will have the benefit of the 
commutation accorded to her sex. The 
articles left in the house disappeared during 
the rebellion, but Li Wang will be ordered 
to pay her 25 tiao as compensation. He 
will also be called upon to give her 3 mae of 
laud and three rooms, to live in, as a return 
for the house that was sold and the money 
he borrowed from her deceased busband. 





MURDER AND ADULTERY IN TURKESTAN. 


November 25th.—The Governor of Chi- 
nese Turkestan reports the following case. 
Yii Su-p‘u was a Mahommedan resident in 
the independent Prefecture of Yingeshar 
who gained a living as a beggar. Sha Lai- 
pi-pi was a married woman in the same dis- 
trict who had for years carried on an in- 
trigue with a neighbour called Mai-inai T‘i- 
ni-ya-zi. In the spring of 1882 she be- 
came insane fora time and was divorced by 
her husband. On her yecovery in 1885 she 
went on the streets as a beggar and resumed 
her intimacy with her old paramour with 
whom she was frequently guilty of impro- 
priety. One night nearly two years ago the 
pair took up their quarters in a Mosque in 
the village of Lung-fu. They found there 
as their fellow-lodger Yii Lu-p‘u and the 
three sat together and talked till bed-time. 
During the night Mai-mai T‘i-ni-ya-zi stole 
away to where Sha La-pi-pi was lying and 
committed adultery with her. Yii Su-p‘u, 
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having noticed what was going on, slipped 
away shortly afterwards in the same direc- 
tion and tried to do likewise. The woman, 
however, offered a violent resistance, and 

icking up a stick, gave him a thrashing. 

ild with anger and disappointment, Yi 
Su-p‘u forced the stick from the woman 
and in his murderous rage, beat her to 
death. He was arrested by the villagers 
and has been condemned to decapitation 
after the usual term of imprisoument under 
the law applicable to a person who kills a 
woman whom he has attempted to ravish. 
The punishment for adultery, whether in 
the ease of a man or woman, is 100 blows 
and in the present instance the man has 
been sentenced accordingly. 


SHANTUNG. TAX ON DISTILLERIES. 


November 26th.—(1) The Governor of 
Shantung proposes to impose a tax on the 
distilleries of samshu in his province. The 
Memorialist’s predecessor sume time ago, 
in his reply to the Board of Revenue’s 
twenty-four propositions for developing the 
resources of the country, recommended that 
dealers in wine and tobacco should be 
required to take out licences for the sale of 
those articles. The manufacture of wine 
was formerly very strictly forbidden be- 
cause of the injury it caused to the public 
by using up the grain which was required 
for food. But the prohibition could not be 
enforced thoroughly, on account of the cus- 
tom of drinking wine at religiousfestivalsand 
private entertainments. The Memorialist 
has now caused enquiries to be made, from 
which he has discovered that the distilleries 
in the province contain four hundred and 
forty boilers, and he suggests that an an- 
nual licence tax be imposed on them at 
the rate of five taels a boiler. The present 
distillers will be allowed to transfer their 
business to other persons when they wish ; 
but no new stills may be set up. He further 
explains that the boilers reckoned are only 
those in populous and busy districts, which 
are kept regularly working. There are 
in addition small stills for local use in poor 
out-of-the-way places, which are only work- 
ed from time to time, and of these no notice 
need be taken.—Approved by Rescript. 


SHANTUNG. CHARITABLE DONATIONS FROM 
KIANGSU. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung forwards 
a list of names of persons whom he recom- 
mends for various honours as a reward for 
the part they have taken in subscribing or 
collecting money in Kiangsu for the relief 
of sufferers in Shantung. The total sum 
received from them in the course of a little 
more than four years was Tls. 225,000. 
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SUNG YEN-CH'UN ADMITTED TO PROVINCIAL 
BANQUET. 

(3) It is the custom in China, after the 
triennial examination held in each province, 
to entertain the successful candidates at a 
grand banquet. The feast is given, in the 
name of the Emperor, by the literary chan- 
cellor who has conducted the examination. 
The Governor of Kiangsi states that in his 
province there is a retired official named 
Sung Yen-ch‘un who was Acting Governor- 
General of Yiinnan and Kuei-chow in 1867, 
Sung Yen-ch‘un is now eighty-six years 
old ; and next year, when the provincial 
examinations come on, he will have com- 
pleted a cycle of sixty years since he com- 
peted successfully for the provincial degree 
in the capital of Kiangsi. According to 
custom the governor requests that this 
venerable officer may be admitted to the 
banquet which will be given to the graduates 
next year.—Decree issued separately. 

SUB-PREFECTSHIP OF MARALBASHI. 


November 27th.—(1) The Governor of 
Chinese Turkestan selects an officer to fill 
the newly established assistant Sub-prefect- 
ship of Maralbashi. The post he considers 
to be laborious, difficult, and poor. The 
high roads from Aksu on the East, Kashgar 
on the West, and Yarkand on the South- 
west all unite at Maralbashi. There is 
also a small road running north from it to 
the country of the Bourouts. The land is 
sterile, and the people poor. The assistant 
sub-prefect has much to do in looking after 
the river works, and also in taking care of 
the inhabitants of the district, who are of a 
different race from the turbaned Moham- 
medans of the neighbouring cities. 


DIFFICULTIES IN THE RETURN OF THE GRAIN 
FLEET. 

(2) The Director-General of the Grand 
Canal reports that the empty grain junks 
returning from Tientsin were detained in 
the first instance at Lin-ch‘ing Chou on 
account of the height of the flood in the 
Yellow River and the Wen River. When 
the great breach occurred in Honan, the 
Memorialist telegraphed to hurry them 
southwards, fearing that if they delayed they 
might not be able to getacross. But when 
theyarrived at the Yellow River there was in 
front of them instead of water an expanse of 
mud which was daily increasing in width. 
If the boats cannot cross the river, not only 
will they be unable to take their freights 
next year; but the boatmen will be cut off 
from all means of subsistence and will be 
made to suffer terrible hardships. The 
Memorialist has therefore given orders to 
cut a passage through the mud with all 
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possible speed.—The Emperor’s Rescript 
directs that a channel be opened without 
delay so as to allow the boats to pass south- 
ward. In carrying out these orders there 
must be no slackness, because of the fact 
that all the canal-borne rice is to be diverted 
to Honan, and none of it will come north 
next year. 


A MAN BEATEN TO DEATH AT LOYANG. 


November 28th and 29th.—In a Memo- 
rial which occupies two numbers of the 
Gazette the Imperial Commissioners En- 
ch‘eng and Hsueh Yun-sheng report the 
result of their investigation into a very seri- 
ous case which occurred at Loyang msien 
in Honan. In Loyang the farmers are 
required to pay their land tax in copper 
cash, the sum being fixed according to the 
number of pints of grain at which their 
land is assessed ; and a dispute concerning 
the way in which the commutation of money 
for grain should be fixed was the original 
cause of all the trouble. According to the 
official story, the year before last a treasury 
clerk, Chao Wen, complained to the magis- 
trate that two farmers, Li Yen-hua and Li 
Yen-yung, would not pay the sum required 
by the rules in force, but wished to esta- 
blish a scale of payment of their own ; and 
abused him when he declined to take upon 
himself to alter the authorized system. 
The Magistrate sent for the men, but they 
were not forthcoming, and Li Yen-hua went 
to the higher authorities and laid a com- 
plaint that Chao Wen would not accept 
the proper amount of tax and set a number 
of men on him, who assaulted and robbed 
him. According to custom the complaint 
was remitted to the Magistrate for investi- 

ation. Next Chao Wen charged the two 
rothers with defaming his character by 
random accusations, and with preventing 
other people from paying their tax with a 
view to making money by contracting to 
do it for them. On the other hand, Li 
Yen-hua again appealed to the higher 
authorities, reiterating his former changes, 
and declaring that he had waited for 
fifty days, but the Magistrate would not 
give him a hearing. Again the case was 
remitted ; and this time it was heard. 
Li Yen-hua was found to have brought 
false charges, and to have been constant- 
ly recalcitrant concerning the payment of 
taxes, for which he was beaten on the 
hand. Next year Li Yen-hua appealed 
again to the Governor, while the clerks 
reported to the Magistrate that the brothers 
Li were assembling crowds and exciting the 
people to refuse to pay their taxes. The 
Magistrate sent out officers with warrants ; 
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and when they failed to arrest the men, he 
went in person with a strong force and 
seized Li Yen-hua and another brother 
named Li Yen-i. The same afternoon they 
were brought before him in the Court. 
Li Yen-hua would not acknowledge his 
name, and Yen-i supported him in denying 
it. Chao Wen, who had been engaged 
in litigation with him the year before, was 
called into the witness box, and had no 
difficulty in identifying him. For this con- 
cempt of court, which was aggravated by 
their making a considerable disturbance, 
the Magistrate had them beaten and put in 
irons. Two days after, the Magistrate re- 
ported that Li Yen-hua had died of sick- 
ness, and requested that an independent 
ofticer might be sent to hold an inquest. 
A neighbouring magistrate was forthwith 
despatched to Loyang to act as coroner. It 
was decided by him that the man had died 
from the effects of his flogging, because he 
had lain down and gone to sleep afterwards 
instead of being walked about, and this had 
caused a rush of blood to his heart. It 
appeared that he was punished on the 9th, 
grew sick ou the 10th, and expired on the 
llth. The prescription written on the 
second day, and the gaoler’s report of the 
fellow prisoners, were all put in as evidence. 
Buta few days had passed when the Magis- 
trate Wang Yao-lung heard that thedeceased’s 
relations were inciting the farmers in all the 
villages round to go in a body to the city 
and hand over their agricultural implements 
to the authorities, asa sign that they would 
not till their land any longer. In company 
with his superior, the Prefect, and followed 
by a strong body of men, the Magistrate 
went out to repress the disturbance. He 
found merely about 100 persons with farm- 
ing tools in their hands, who dispersed 
immediately they were ordered; except 
that a few old men, who knelt round ina 
circle and prayed for mercy, while the 
deceased’s son came forward and besought 
justice for his father. It was promised 
that his plaint should be heard in the 
Prefect’s court, and the apprehended dis- 
turbance was at an end. Two enquiries 
were held one after another, and though 
the Magistrate had meanwhile been remov- 
ed from his post, the result was just the 
same as before. When the report of the 
second enquiry was laid before the Chief 
Justice, he animadverted on the unsatis- 
factory nature of the finding and the absence 
of evidence in proof of it, and once more 
sent the case to the lower court again. At 
this stage of the proceedings, the case took 
astrange turn. It seemed that Li Yen-hua 
had not died in the Magistrate’s Yamén at 
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all. For a censor at Peking reported to 
the Emperor that the petitioner of that 
name, a Loyang man, had brought an appeal 
to Peking, where he died while in the care 
of the city guard. The Emperor ordered 
the Governor of Honan to see to the case. 
Another judge was entrusted with the 
charge of it, the defendants were again 
summoned, and once more the same evi- 
dence was given. But now, before the 
decision was published, a censor represented 
that the case would not be properly handled 
by the Governor, who was himself involved 
in it on account of his responsibility for the 
acts of hissubordinates. He therefore beg- 
ged that it might be put into the hands of 
the present Memorialists, the two Imperial 
Commissioners. After a searching enquiry 
the Commissioners discovered that it was 
true that Li Yen-hua had not died at 
Loyang. The men seized by the magistrate 
were his brothers Li Yen-yung and Li Yen-i. 
The former was mistaken for Li Yen-hua, 
and because he persisted in denying that 
name and his brother Li Yen-i supported 
him in refusing to acknowledge it, the 
Magistrate made their contempt of court 
an excuse for giving them each 400 blows. 
Li Yen-i recovered. But Li Yen-yung was 
carried senseless down the steps before the 
judgment seat, and expired immediately in 
the court-yard below. All this was proved 
by the warders and Li Yen-i himself, who 
came forward voluntarily. The former also 
denied all knowledge of the prescription or 
the report of the death said to have been 
made by one of them. After a severe 
cross-examination the Magistrate was com- 
pelled to acknowledge that this was all 
true, and further to admit that in order to 
screen himself he had forged the prescrip- 
tion and the other documents showing 
the pretended date of the man’s death. 
The Commissioners further found that the 
system of levying the land-tax was unjust, 
as the sum collected under it was much 
larger than was required to be paid in the 
Provincial Treasury. But as it had been in 
force for a hundred years and more, the 
blame for it could not now be attached to 
any one. The injustice was an excuse for 
the conduct of the brothers Li, though they 
certainly behaved illegally. The Commis- 
sioners censured the Magistrate in the 
warmest terms on account of his intemper- 
ate wrath, which had caused the death of 
an unfortunate man. The magistrate acted 
indeed under a misapprehension ; but even 
had his belief been well founded, there was 
nothing sufficient to justify his conduct. 
They recommended that he should be con- 
demned to penal servitude, and that the 
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clerk Chao Wen be dismissed from the 
gevernment service. (For Decree see 
Gazette of 15th Nevember). 


TARTAR GENERAL FOOCHOW. 


November 30th and December 1st.—(1) 

Shan-ch‘ing, who was some time since 
Tartar General at Nanking, is appointed 
Tartar General at Foochow, in place of 
Mu-t‘u-shan decreased. 


DEATH OF MU-TU-SHAN. 

(2) The Emperor publishes a decree en- 
logizing Mu-t‘u-shan, late Tartar General at 
Foochow who died recently in Manchuria. 
where he had been engaged in reorganizing 
the army. The deceased officer had seen 
much active service both against the Tai- 
pings and in the North-West. He will 
receive a posthumous title, and his sons and 
his principal grandson will be preseiuted at 
Court. A thousand taels are given for his 
funeral expenses, and the office concerned 
will report what other marks of favour 
should be bestowed. The coffin containing 
his body will be sent to Peking at the 
public expense. 


A HARD-FOUGHT APPEAL FROM HONAN. 
(3) En-ch‘ing and Hsueh Yun-sheng 
present their report on another appeal from 
Honan, which they were directed to inves- 
tigate. The case is remarkable for the 
tenacity and perseverance shown by the 
plaintiffs, a woman and her unmarried 
sister, who brought their complaint six times 
into the local courts, appealed once to Pe- 
king in the ordinary manner, and twice 
took the extreme step of petitioning the 
Emperor in person by stopping his chair 
while passing through the streets. The 
accusers and the accused were all members 
of the same family, and of the surname 
of P‘u. In 1882 a member of the family 
named Ch‘in-sheng disappeared from his 
home, and no traces have ever been 
found of him. His sister Ai-ni, the girl 
who afterwards went to Peking with the 
petitions to the Emperor, brought a charge 
of murder against a cousin named K‘uei-ni, 
on the grounds that her brother had left 
home in the company of and by the invita- 
tion of the latter. She positively affirmed 
that she heard K‘uei-ni call her brother 
away. The cousin as positively denied 
having done so, and accounted for the 
missing man’s disappearance by saying that 
he had absconded, because he had broken 
into the house of another cousin, T‘ao-ni 
who had therefore prosecuted him for at- 
tempted theft. Each time that the girl Ai- 
ni’s charge against the cousin K ‘uei-ni came 
into court, it was dismissed either as bei 
groundless or for want of evidence. Bnéi 
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one of the trials it came out that the missing 
man had attempted to get into T‘ao-ni’s 
house in order to sleep with the latter’s 
mother;and T‘ao-ni, whodared notforshame 
state the truth, but who was determined 
to be revenged, brought a false charge of 
attempting to rob. On the other hand, it 
was proved, though not without some 
trouble, that the disappearance had hap- 
pened a few months after this affair, which 
had moreover been settled by a money 
payment with the approval of the elders of 
the family, who wished to avoid a public 
scandal. Still the women kept on plaguing 
the courts of justice, and very late in the 
day another member of the family came 
forward and said that one morning when 
working in the fields, during one of the 
intervals when the litigation was thought 
to be finished, the abductor K‘uei-ni had 
confessed to him that he really had be- 
guiled the missing man away, at the insti- 
gation of the injured cousin, T‘ao-ni. 
T‘ao-ni had killed him with a knife, and 
the two of them together had buried the 
body. K‘uei-ni stoutly denied that he 
had ever said anything of the kind, 
and accused the informant of bringing a 
charge of patent improbability because 
of a petty spite. The two Imperial Com- 
missioners were of opinion for various 
reasons, which they give, that it is more 
likely than not that the confession was 
really made ; also they believed the girl’s 
atory that she heard the accused call her 
brother away, as above stated. If she had 
not good reasons, why should she have 
charged him with doing this, instead of 
proceeding against the injured man, T‘ao- 
ni, who was known to have a spite against 
her brother? Still they did not think that 
the evidence was strong enough to justify 
them in employing torture with a view to 
making K‘uei-ni confess. They therefore 
decided that he should be left in prison, 
till T‘ao-ni could be confronted with him. 
T‘ao-ni unfortunately had absconded as 
soon as suspicions began to be directed 
towards him. The case is therefore after 
all left undetermined, until such time as 
T‘ao-ni can be discovered and brought to 
trial. 
MISCELLANEOUS REMITTANCES FROM SHANSI. 
December 2nd.—The Governor of Shansi 
reports that he is sending a remittance to 
Peking in part payment of the following 
sums which are annually me from his 
aoe treasury: Privy Purse Gratuity 
d, Tis. 100,000; salaries of Peking 
officials, Tis. 10,000 ; for the Government 
of Uliasutai, Tis. 55,000; defence of the 
Northeast Frontier, Tis. 100,000. 
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VISIT OF EMPEROR AND EMPRESS DOWAGER 
TO PRINCE CH‘UN. \ 

December 3rd.—(1) A Decree. We arein 
receipt of a Memorial from Fu Lin, a Super- 
visor of Instruction, in which he suggests 
that We should pay a visit to Prince Ch‘un 
to make inquiries respecting his illness. 
The Prince was seized with a slight ailment 
last summer and We granted him leave to 
recruit his health and sent messages of 
inquiry to him from time to time through 
the eunuchs of the palace. As his disease 
did not improve, we proposed the eighth 
and ninth moons to go and see him; but 
feeling that our visit, necessitating, as it 
would, his receiving and escorting Us, 
would not be an act of kindness to the 
sufferer, We abandoned the idea of making 
it. In the long interval which has since 
elapsed during which the Prince has been 
unable to resume his duties, We have cher- 
ished in the depth of Our seclusion the 
greatest solicitude for his welfare. On the 
30th November We announced Our inten- 
tion of paying the Prince a visit on the 9th 
December, accompanied by His Majesty 
the Emperor. The present Memorial is 
evidently based upon some information 
which had reached the writer respecting 
Our intentions, and his object, which does 
not escape Us in Our seclusion, was to gain 
credit for himself by taking advantage of 
the opportunity. We accordingly issue this 
Decree on the subject for the information 
of the Ministers of Our Court. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) Shan Ch‘ing, who was recently 
gazetted Tartar General at Foochow, is to 
continue to act as Assistant Director of the 
Board of Admiralty and as Superintendent 
of the Peking Field Force. (This arrange- 
ment, which is somewhat unusual, has 
probably been made on account of the con- 
tinued illness of the Seventh Prince.) 

Téng Hua-hsi is gazetted Judicial Com- 
missioner of Yiinnan. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS. 

(3) An Imper‘al Decree expresses regret 
at the receipt of the intelligence of the death 
of T‘6 P‘u-ch‘in, formerly Military Gover- 
nor of Hei Lung-chiang, who had performed 
good service in the field during the reign of 
Hsien Féng. The Emperor is pleased to 
remit all the penalties he had incurred 
during his official career and to order the 
bestowal of the posthumous honours usually 
accorded to officers of his rank. 

CAPTURE OF ESCAPED CRIMINAL. 

(4) Tsai Hsi, the criminal under sentence 
of death, who escaped about a year ago 
from the prison of the Imperial Clan Court, 
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was captured in Shéng Ching on the 2nd of 
November. The Assistant Commissary of 
the Court, whose carelessness in the matter 
was punished with degradation, has been 
reinstated in his former post, and another 
officer who assisted him in effecting the 
capture, is to receive promotion. 


ABUSIVE PLACARDS IN HUNAN. 


(5) The Governor of Hunan reports that 
the custom of issuing anonymous placards, 
for which the province has always been 
notorious, has become worse of late years 
than ever before. Three years ago the 
most scurrilous notices were posted about 
the late acting Governor P‘ang Chi-yiin. 
Though he had not a maid servant in his 
establishment, it was wildly asserted in 
doggerel rhymes that he and his son had 
connexion with the same woman. The 
recent impeachment of his staff gave rise 
to a fresh crop of these documents. A 
new and entirely false version of the affair 
gained currency in a placard which was 
widely posted, and which concluded with 
the assertion that the Imperial Commis- 
sioners sent on the mission of investigation 
received Tls. 300,000 to hush up the case. 
Now, asa matter of fact, the Commissioners 
found theirown quarters, paid for their main- 
tenance, and nota speck of corruption stain- 
ed the entire proceedings. So farfrom the 
matter having been hushed up, the investi- 
gation was of a most searching nature and 
extended over forty days. Not only were 
some hundreds of public documents ex- 
amined, but even the accounts of the official 
gate-keepers and the bills of private 
establishments were produced and carefully 
scrutinised. The Governor attributes the 
present state of things to the remissness of 
the officers in charge of the tithing establish- 
ments, three of whom he proposes to de- 
grade for their failure to arrest the offenders. 


SACRIFICES AT THE GRAVES OF FORMER 
EMPERORS. 

(6) When the Emperor recently assumed 
the administration of the government, 
orders were issued through the Board of 
Ceremonies for having services conducted 
at the graves of former Emperors, and 
Brigadier-General Liao Ch‘ang-ming was 
chosen to perform the necessary rites in 
the Hu Kuang provinces. Shortly after 
his appointment he was obliged to retire 
from ill-health and General T‘ang Jui-t‘ing 
was nominated to take his place. The latter 
conducted the ceremony.at the grave of 
Shén Nung Shih (The Divine Husbandman) 
in the District of Lin, but received a sun- 
stroke and died on the return journey. 
No service has yet taken place at the grave 
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of the Emperor Shun, and it is requested 
that the Brigadier-General of Yungchou, 
Han Chin-chang, may be detached for the 
performance of the ceremony in question. 
—Sanctioned by Rescript. 


REMITTANCE TO PEKING FROM SALT REVENUE 
OF KUANGTUNG. 


December 4th.—(1) In the last month 
of each year the Board of Revenue fixes 
the amount of the contributions which 
the various provinces are required to 
forward to Peking during the ensuing 
year. The provinces receive their instruc- 
tions on the subject through the Grand 
Council, and the total amount is sent 
in instalments spread over the year. 
During the present year the Salt Revenue 
of Kuangtung was assessed at Tls. 200,000 
for the Peking subsidy, and it had to 
furnish a further sum of Tls. 50,000 to meet 
the expenses of the Imperial Household. 
There being a difficulty about forwarding 
specie from Canton, permission was given 
to remit the amount in bills. Three 
instalments, amounting to Tls. 100,000, 
have been already forwarded on account 
of the above two items, and the Viceroy 
now reports the transmission of Ts. 60,000, 
being the fourth and last instalment, to- 
gether with Tls. 1,800 to cover loss by 
exchange, cost of porterage, maintenance 
allowance, and other expenses. 


REMITTANCE FROM CHEKIANG TO PEKING. 


(2) During the present year the land tax 
collection of Chékiang was to furnish Ts. 
450,000 as a contribution towards the 
Peking subsidy, one-half of which was to 
be forwarded before the 5th moon and the 
remainder early in the 12th moon. Ts. 
240,000 have already been sent in five 
instalments, and the Governor, Wei Jung- 
kuang, now reports the transmission of the 
the sixth instalment of Tls. 50,000, which 
have been forward wid Shanghai to Tien- 
tsin under charge of a sub-prefect. 


. tu STOM-HOUSE AT TAMSUI AND TAKOW PLACED 


IN CHARGE OF GOVERNOR OF FORMOSA. 


»(3) Early in the present year, when For- 
mosa was constituted a separate province, 
it was decided that the administration of 
the Customs establishments at Tamsui and 
Takow should be withdrawn from the con- 
trol of the Superintendent of Customs at 
Foochow and be placed in charge of the 
Governor of the Island. The acting Tartar 
General at Foochow, who is also Super- 
intendent of Customs, reports that he 
arranged with Liu Ming-ch ‘nan for handing 
him over charge of the two stations in 


question from the Ist of October last. 


N 
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GINSENG FOR THE PALACE. 


(4) The Governor of Kirin reports that 
he has sent a consignment of wild ginseng 
to Peking for the use of the Palace. It 
consists of eight roots of a large and 
fourteen of a medium size, the whole 
weighing 8.2 ounces and being of prime 
quality. The cost of procuring the roots, 
which have been packed in two boxes and 
sent to Peking by a special messenger, 
was Tls. 1,481.5.5. The payment will be 
furnished from the ginseng duty receipts. 
YEN CHING-MING APPEALS FOR PERMISSION 

TO RETIRE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


December 5th.—(1) Yen Ching-ming 
states that about three months ago he 
caught a cold, which brought back a return 
of his old liver complaint. He has been 
treated by a number of doctors, has taken 
over a hundred doses of medicine, and yet 
he does not feel the least improvement in 
his health. The giddiness continues so bad 
that he becomes unconscious at times, and 
his hands and feet are benumbed. The 
strong medicines which he took for the 
benefit of his liver have impaired the func- 
tions of his heart and kidneys. He lies 
awake the whole night, and can take little 
or no nourishment. His tongue is stiff and 
his articulation impeded. He can only 
move about supported by a staff, or resting 
on the arm of an attendant. He is in- 
capable of the least mental exertion, and 
his memory is so bad that he forgets every- 
thing the moment he has read it. His 
duties at the Board of Revenue have been 
performed for some months past by his 
colleagues. The fact is, heis over 70 years 
of age, and his constitution is thoroughly 
undermined. The breath of life still re- 
mains, but he has no hopes of soon recover- 
ing his former health. The Yellow River 
calamity and other pressing questions of the 
moment claim his active attention, and it is 
with great pain, and a profound sense of 
his own unworthy conduct, that he ventures 
to ask to be relieved of his oftice. 

YELLOW RIVER WORKS. SERVICES OF TWO 
OFFICERS REQUESTED. 

(2) Ni Wén-wei, the Governor of Honan, 
expresses the great satisfaction with which 
he and his staff look forward to the arrival 
of the officials who have been deputed to 
assist in the repair of the Yellow River, 
and anticipate good results from the collec- 
tive wisdom of a multitude of counsels. 
The present calamity affects the well-being 
of three provinces, and will entail an ex- 
penditure of Tls. 6,000,000 or Tls. 7,000,000. 
Clean-handed officers are required to check 
the accounts, and in the execution of the 
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work the advice of clear-headed and ex- 
perienced men will prove of great service. 
The Memoralist does not mean to assert 
that such men are to be found in Honan. 
He himself, however, is new to office, and 
has had no opportunity of testing the 
capacity of his subordinates for work, 
which, after all, does not fall specially with- 
in his province as governor. The manage- 
ment of such a task may be compared 
to navigating a ship. Men are as necessary 
in the one case as sails are in the other. 
There is an expectant Taotai in Hupei, 
Ch‘én Chin-hou, and a Department Magis- 
trate in Kiangsu, Ho Ssi-k‘un, both of 
whom are men of good parts and excellent 
character, and old friends of the writer. 
The first-named served with Memorialist in 
Honan in the campaign of 1861, and they 
were afterwards stationed together in 


Hupei, where river works engaged their 
attention. The latter was formerly Secre- 


tary to Chang Shu-shéng, and some seven 
year ago when Memorialist was Judge in 
Canton, he had an opportuuity of witness- 
ing this officer’s management of the distress 
caused by the floods of the North River. 
He concludes by asking that both ofticers 
may be sent to Honan for service under 
his orders.—Decree published separately. 


MURDER AND BRIGANDAGE IN HEI LUNG 
CHIANG. 


December 6th.--About two years ago 
Chuang Shan, a discharged soldier, fell in 
with a companion of the name of Ts‘ui in 
the neighbourhood of Tsitsiharh, and the 
two men, having nothing else to do, agreed 
to start upon a career of robbery. Not 
being successful in their first venture, they 
quartered themselves for some days in the 
house of a farmer named Chu Erh-ku-shan. 
One day during their stay, the latter started 
for town in a bullock cart, leading a young 
bullock behind which he intended to sell in 
the fair. Before he started, the two men 
laid their plans for killing him and making 
away with the spoil. They bought a quan- 
tity of samshvoo, with which they plied Chu 
until he got thoroughly intoxicated. They 
then asked him for seats in the cart on the 
pretence that they wanted to accompany 
him to the market. On the way there 
Chu, overpowered by the wine, fell fast 
asleep in the cart. They journeyed on till 
sundown when the two men proceeded to 
carry out their murderous purpose. They 
unhooked one of the reins of the bullock, 
bound their victim hand and fout, and un- 
fastening a piece of wood at the back of the 
cart, dealt him a heavy blow which stunned 
him. They then dragged him from the 
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cart and beat him to death, throwing the 
body ina heap of grass by the wayside. 
Proceeding on their journey to town, they 
sold cart, bullucks, and all, spent the pro- 
ceeds, and went each his own way. Ts‘ui 
has not since been heard of, but his com- 
panion soon afterwards appeared as a 
member of a gang of four who committed 
raids in the neighbourhood of Hulan. One 
day he and his confederates came across a 
man with a mob of ponies, and threatened 
him with his life if he did not give them 
possession of the animals. They carried 
off 33 ponies, which they sold in Ch‘ang- 
ch’un. They were subsequently traced and 
arrested, and during the trial the facts con- 
nected with Chu’s murder were elicited as 
given above. Chuang Shan has been sen- 
tenced to decapitation for the latter crime, 
on the principle that when a man is con- 
victed of two offences, he shall suffer for 
the more serious one. Two of his coin- 
panions have shared a like fate, and orders 
have been issued for the apprehension of 
the remainder. 


RE-HEARING OF TWO APPEAL CASES. 


December, 7th.—Wang Chia-fa and Li 
Tun-yao, two natives of the Hsin-hua dis- 
trict in Hunan, came to Peking last spring 
and obstructed an Imperial procession in 
their attempt to lay their grievances before 
the Emperor. After being examined in 
the usual way by the Board of Punish- 
ments, they were sent back to Hunan, 
where they were to have the benefit of a 
further investigation in the local courts. 
Wang Chia-fa‘s case is this :--His step- 
mother Wang Chang Shih owned a farm of 
land which she mortgaged to one Wang 
Chéng-i. Later on, being in want of funds, 
she tried to raise money by selling the pro- 
perty to another man. The latter, how- 
ever, on hearing that the land was 
mortgaged, refused to complete the pur- 
chase. Mrs. Wang attributed the miscarri- 
age to Wang Chéng-i’s opposition, aid went 
to see him on the subject. He told her 
that she was quite at liberty to sell the land 
if she paid him the mortgage money. See- 
ing that she was in the wrong, and with 
poverty staring her in the face, she poi- 
sonsd herself with some opium which she 
had on her person. Wang Chia-fa, who 
was not present at the time, suspected foul 
play on the part of Wang Chéng-i, and, 
after a protracted course of litigation, pro- 
ceeded to Peking, where he laid his com- 
plaint before the Commandant of the Gen- 
darmerie, and failing to obtain satisfac- 
tion, prostrated himself as a supplicant 
before the Imperial chair. Li Tun-yao’s 
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case is stated thus:—His mother-in-law 
Chang Wu Shih was a masculine sort of 
person, with a very violent temper. In 
1861, her husband died, and as he left no 
male issue, Chang Chi-shu, the son of 
his eldest brother, was chosen to con- 
tinue the succession. After her husband’s 
death Mrs. Chang became more reckless 
and extravagant than ever. Her friends 
reasoned with her but without result, and 
finally they obtained a decree vesting the 
control of her property in the hands of a 
cominittee of trustees composed of senior 
members of the family clan. She continued 
to give so much trouble that the chairman 
of the committee suggested to her the idea 
of a second marriage, but she chenged her 
mind before the event took place. She 
then left her home, and remained away 
for a long time. During her absence, 
Chang Chi-shu and her daughter, hav- 
ing no other means of support, sold part of 
their mother’s property, and realized 720 
tiaos. On her return the mother started a 
course of litigation, in which she was sup- 
ported by her son-in-law Li Tun-yao, and 
which ended in the latter’s carrying an 
appeal to Peking, where he appeared as a 
suppliant in the Imperial presence. Both 
Wang Chia-fa and Li Tun-yao were sen- 
tenced in Peking to 100 blows and banish- 
ment to a near frontier, and this sentence 
is now confirmed by the Provincial Court. 


SALT ADMINISTRATION IN KUANGTUNG. 

December 8th.—The Viceroy at Canton 
states that Ch‘ao-chou Fu forms one of the 
most important branches in the salt system 
of Kuangtung, but that the trade there has 
suffered great depression for the past thirty 
years. Some time ago the Assistant Salt 
Controller fell into heavy arrears, and 
he was replaced by Chu Ping-shou, the 
Prefect of Ch‘ao-chou, who was entrusted 
with the task of re-establishing the re- 
venue on its former basis. The cause 
of the congestion in the trade receives 
the following explanation. The area of 
consumption for Ch‘ao-chou salt is cum- 
posed of the eight districts and departments 
of Ting-chou Fu. After the rebellion the 
conveyance of the salt passed into the hands 
of the government. The distance from the 
place of production to the place of consump- 
tion is over 800 li, and the journey is per- 
formed partly by land and partly by water. 
The water route is obstructed by shoals and 
rapids, and the land journey lies over a 
rugged and hilly country. The price of the 
article is so enhanced by the cost of trans- 
port that in three of the districts in question 
it is displaced by smuggled salt. In Shao- 
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wu Fu and the western portion of Fukien 


- a reduction of twenty per cent. was made 


in 1882 in the lekin on salt, and a further 
reduction to the same extent is now under 
consideration. 1n the area, however, 
assigned to salt from Ch‘ao-chou no abate- 
ment has taken place in the taxation, and 
the tax is farmed by merchants whose exac- 
tions are a source of great hardship. It is 
now proposed that the reduction made in 
the west of the province should be extended 
to the area within which Ch‘ao-chou salt 
circulates, and that the collection of the 
tax should be made at the place of produc- 
tion, the proceeds being duly remitted to the 
Fukien exchequer. The Kuangtung au- 
thorities will also indemnify the Fukien 
Government for the expenses of the pre- 
ventive service at a rate calculated upon 
every 120 licences or every fraction thereof 


which may be placed upon the market. This | 


arrangement, by reducing taxation and 


expenditure, will, it is hoped, effect a 


material improvement in the salt trade of 
Ch‘ao-chou Fu. As a precedent for one 





province collecting taxes for the benefit of : 


another, the Viceroy quotes the arrange- 
ment introduced by Ting Pao-chén in the 
case’ of Szechuen salt consumed in Kuei- 
chow. The matter is one which affects 


‘the administration of Fukien, and can- 


« 


not be settled exclusively by Kuang- 
tung. ‘The Memorialist has been in fre- 
quent communication with Yang Ch‘ang- 
chiin on the subject, and has learnt from 
him that the proposal has his sanction, and 
that he is prepared to enforce it from the 
beginning of next year on the expiratlon 
of the contract with the present farmers. 
He concludes his memorial by paying a 
high compliment to Yang Ch‘ang-chiin for 
his loyal co-operation in effecting such a 
difficult task as the reduction of taxation at 
a time of general financial embarrassment. 


DEATH OF MU T‘U-SHAN. 


9th December.—The Governor of Kirin 
reports that while at Ninguta on the 18th 
of November last he received a telegram 
from the Lieutenant-General of Kirin an- 
nouncing the death of Mu T‘u-shan, Tartar- 
General of Fuochow, who was on special 
service as Imperial Commissioner in Man- 
churia. The deceased, who was travelling 
from Kirin to Hei Lung Chiang, ‘slept on 
the night of the 16th November at Wula, 
and caught a chill from which hedied on 
the following day. Cunscious that his end 
was near, he sunimoned his military secre- 
tary to his bedside and dictated to him a 
testamentary Memorial to-the Throne, in 
which he expressed -his regret at being 
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unable to complete the military reforms 
which he had undertaken in Manchuria, but 
made no allusion whatever to private con- 
cerns. The Memorial has been duly tran- 
smitted to Peking in a sealed cover. The 
deceased’s military career dated from the 
early years of the reign of Hsien Féng, and 
Chihli, Anhui, Hupei, Shensi, and Kansu 
were the principal scenes of his brilliant 
exploits. He came last year as Special 
Commissioner to Manchuria, and Memori- 
alist, in his frequent intercourse with him, 
found him to all appearance in robust health 
and indefatigable in the discharge of the 
duties of his station. As the organization 
of the troops in Manchuria is a matter call- 
ing for instant attention, it is requested 
than an ofticer may be sent to complete the 
work begun by Mu T‘u-shan. 


THE EMPEROR REQUESTED TO VISIT HIS 
FATHER. 


December 12th.—(1) The Censor Fu-mao 
presents a Memorial suggesting the pro- 
priety of the Emperor’s visiting his illustri- 
ous relative, Prince Ch‘un, who is serously 
Strongly marked as is the line which 
divides the monarch from his subjects ; 
still in days of old the Prince Lu visited 
Confucius when sick, and the Book of Rites 
specially permits the ruler of the land 
to enter a subject's house under such. 
circuinstances ; and recently in the seven- . 
teenth year of his reign the Emperor . 
Tao Kuang, went to see his Secretary of 
State Chang-ling, who had left the public 
service on account of ill-health. Thus the 
propriety of such a proceeding is attested 
by examples from both ancient and modern 
times. The Prince having been confined 
to his couch for several months, of course 
constant private enquiries have been made 
from the palace as a family matter. But 
no edict has appeared announcing the 
going of the Emperor in person; and 
remarks are made by all classes of people 
throughout the country, who do not know 
what has been done. For the Prince 
holds the most exalted rank, higher than 
that of any other subject, and his 
services and renown entitle him to ex- 
ceptional treatment. We have heard that 
since he fell sick. Their Majesties have 
been filled with the deepest anxiety, which 
has robbed them of their rest by day and 
night ; and in like manner the whole nation 
is waiting in eager expectation for news of 
his recovery. But of late the disease has 
taken no favourable turn, and should the 
ceremonial observance never be performed, 
sorrow will come upon the soul of Her 
Majesty by whose affectionate care the 





Emperor is nurtured. After the most 
serious reflection, the Memorialist humbly 
begs that a Decree may be sent forth an- 
nouncing that the Empress and the Emperor 
will visit Prince Ch‘un. By this act not 
only Their Majesties, but all within the 
realm will be comforted in their hearts. — 
Rescript issued previously. 


RECAPTURE OF A CONDEMNED MAN. 


(2) 'The Governor of Shengching announ- 
ces the recapture in an inn at Moukden of 
an Imperial Clansman named Tsai-hsi, who 
was condemned to death last winter and 
escaped just before his sentence was to be 
carried out. It was thought that the cri- 
minal might flee to Manchuria, and in- 
structions to search for him were sent to 
the Memorialist. He was found lodging 
in an inn with his brother, who had been 
banished to Mancuria for misconduct. The 
captured man will be sent back to Peking 
and given into the charge of the Imperial 
Clan Court. 


PASSAGE SOUTHWARDS OF THE GRAIN JUNKS. 


(3) The Governor of Shantung announces 
that by the 31st of October all the empty 
grain junks passed the Yellow River safely 
and proceeded southwards, with the excep- 
tion of nineteen boats which had been left 
behind because they were undergoing re- 
pairs. In order that the crossing might be 
eftected, it was necessary not only to cut a 
channel through the mud, but also to build 
a large dam in the bed of the river to hold 
up the water. 


YELLOW RIVER. MENDING THE GREAT BREACH. 


December 13th.—(1) The Director-Gen- 
eral of the Yellow River gives explanations 
of the operations to be undertaken for the 
closing of the great breach. His Meimorial 
when presented to the Emperor was accom- 
panied by a map with a notes attached ; 
and without the assistance of the map it is 
not easily understood. It appears that a 
sand bank twenty li long has risen just 
above the opening. It is intended to 
cut two channels to conduct the water, 
and to build a dam to keep it away from 
the breach. Minor details will be left to 
be decided when the time for dealing with 
them comes, and when it is known what 
will be the exact course taken by the flow 
of the stream. There is great difficulty in 
procuring millet stalks, which are required 
in immense quantities. All the old stock 
was exhausted last summer ; and this year’s 
crop is small, owing to the droughts and 
floods. Any price has been paid, but up to 
the present it has been only possible to get 
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together, exclusive of what has been used as 
it came in, about 300 stacks, costing sume- 
thing over Tls. 100 a piece. Orders have 
been issued to sixty magistrates to collect 
all they can buy in their districts, and 
agents have been sent for the same purpose 
even to T‘sao-chou in Shantung and K‘ai 
Chou in Chihli. Officers have also been 
sent in various directions to collect the 
other materials required, namely hemp, 
stones, bricks, cables, and posts, so that 
they may be in readiness when wanted. A 
few thousand men have already been en- 
gaged, besides the brigades enrolled by the 
governor from the sufferers by the flood. 
But many more are required, and the local 
authorities along the river have been 
directed to collect volunteers and forward 
them to the scene of work.—Approved by 
Rescript. 

DIVERSION OF GRAIN TRIBUTE TO HONAN. 


(2) The Viceroy at Nanking and his 
colleagues report what they intended to do 
with reference to the diversion to Honan 
of next year’s canal-borne grain tribute. 
The amount of rice sent annually to Peking 
by this channel is from 220,000 to 230,000 
piculs. The land tax is paid in silver and 
then the requisite amount of rice is bought 
in the neighbourhood of Pao-ying and Kao- 
yu, between Huai-an and Yang-chou. To 
save loss of time, which is most important 
in such a case as this, the Memorialists have 
determined not to buy rice, but to send 
money instead ; and as the time for collect- 
ing the tax has not arrived, they will call 
upon the authorities at Nanking and Soo- 
chow temporarily to advance part of the 
money. The distribution was ordered to 
be made without distinction of provinces. 
It is therefore proposed to devote forty per 
cent to Honan, and sixty per cent to Anhui- 
and Kiangsu, and in the first instance to 
send Ts. 80,000 to Honan and Tls. 60,000 
to Anhui. In reply, the Rescript orders 
the Memorialists to raise more money and 
send it forward as soon as possible. 

TEMPLE TO A MAGISTRATE IN SHANSI. 


December 14th.—(1) The gentry of Fen- 
hsi in Shansi request that they may be 
permitted to build a temple at which, every 
spring and autumn, sacrificial rites shall be 
performed officially in memory of a late 
magistrate of the district, Yii Chung-té, 
and his wife. The deceased officer was 
Magistrate of Fen-hsi at the time of the 
great famine. He fell sick from overwork 
in succouring the people under his charge, 
and in 1878 committed suicide.in despair at 
the desolation of the country and the 
miserable condition of the survivors. His 
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wife, unwilling to survive him, followed his 
example. His memory is revered by the 
people of Fen-hsi fur the affectionate care 
he bestowed on them. He had previously 
abolished certain illegal fees, and, by hiring 
soldiers at his own expense, prevented the 
place from being pillaged by robbers. The 
application of the gentry is endorsed by the 
Governor of the province and sanctioned by 
the Emperor. 


FOREIGN COPPER FOR SHANSI. 


(2) The Governor of Shansi refers to the 
permission previously given to him to pur- 
chase foreign instead of native copper for 
the manufacture of cash in his province. 
As he is now intending to cast some cash 
he has sent officers to Tientsin and Shang- 
hai to buy copper and lead in those places, 
and he requests that the metal may be 
allowed to pass all Customs and lekin sta- 
tions without the payment of duty.—Ap- 
proved. 

CHARITABLE DONATIONS FOR CHIHLI. 


December 15th.—From a Memorial of 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang it appears that the 
following handsome subscriptions have been 
made during the past year tothe Chihli 
Relief of Distress Fund: The Canton Pro- 
vincial Treasurer, Tls. 700; the Prefect of 
Ssii-en, Tls. 500 ; Expectant Prefect Feng 
Kuang-yuan, twelve hundred wadded coats, 
valued at Tls. 1,200. Also, last year, Tls. 
15,000 were collected in Anhui for the same 
purpose, 

SILKS FOR PALACE. 


(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactories at Nanking was instructed 
in the month of September last year to 
supply for use of the palace 150 rolls of one 
kind of satin, and 400 pieces, for making 
coats, of another kind of satin. In Janu- 
ary last he was further directed to furnish 
for the personal use of the Emperor 40 
pieces of embroidered, 100 pieces of 
coloured, 50 pieces of white, and 50 pieces 
of ‘clouded’ satin, and for the use of 
officials 150 pieces of satin and 200 pieces 
of silk. After making arrangements with 
the Viceroy for the requisite funds, he had 
the raw silk purchased, reeled and dyed, 
and then handed it to the weavers. In 
the beginning of October last the manu- 
facture was completed, and the articles 
were securely packed and despatched to 
Peking by the sea route. 

CHANGES AT THE FORMOSAN CUSTOM-HOUSES. 

(4) On the Ist of October last the 
Governer of Formosa took over charge of 
the Custom houses at Takow and Tamsui, 
which had formerly been under the supe- 


Google 








197 


rintendence of the Tartar General at Foo- 
chow. According to the regulations in 
force, the Customs duties collected, inclu- 
ding the lekin and duty on opium, will be 
retained in the island and emplvyed to 
defray its naval and military expenditure. 
REFUND OF MONEY LOST AT KELUNG. 

(5) At the Governor’s request, in the 
month of March, 1886, Yang Ch‘ung- 
ch‘iian, the officer in charge of the Kelung 
Coal Mines was cashiered for having allowed 
himself, according to his own confession, to 
be robbed of Tls. 6,305, the property of the 
Government. As he has now made good in 
instalments the whole of the missing money, 
it is requested that he may be restored to: 
his original rank expectant magistrate.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


SECOND VISIT OF EMPEROR TO PRINCE CH‘UN, 

December 16th.—(1) On the 17th instant, 
after the business of the day is transacted, 
the Emperor will visit Prince Ch‘un. He 
will leave the Palace and the Imperial City 
by the Shen-wu and Hsi-an Gates, and will 
return by the same route. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF FOR MANCHURIA. 

(2) Ting-an, formerly Military Governor 
of Hei-lung Chiang, is appointed to the 
supreme military command of the three 
Manchurian Provinces. He will act in 
conjunction with the military governors, 
and all officers of lower rank are placed 
directly under his orders. 


MURDER OF A MAN AND HIS WIFE. 

December, 17th—In 1875 a man named 
Tung Nin and his brother Tung MUsiu, 
natives of Ch‘ing Hsien in Chihli, became, 
on consideration of a payment of tiao, the 
mortgagees of a house containing four 
rooms which belonged to their distant re- 
lative, Tung Yii-chén. A deed of mortgage 
having brawn up, Tung Niu entered upon 
possession of the two rooms on the west 


_ side, Tung Hsiu took the two on the east, 


and Tung Yii-chén went to live with his 
father-in law. Last autumn the latter 
redeemed the half of the property occupied 
by Tung Hsiu, and on resuming posses- 
sion, asked Tung Niu for the title deeds 
that he might record thereon the redemp- 
tion of part of the mortgage. Tung Niu, 
however, wished to have a separate deed 
drawn up for his portion of the premises, and 
a dispute ensued which gave rise to high 
words on both sides and ended in a perman- 
ent rupture. One evening early in the pre- 
sent year Tung Yii-chén and his wife were 
sitting at home talking over the matter and 
speculating on the result of Tung Niu’s 
roguery in refusing to cancel the mortgage. 
The husband said he had a mind to get 


together a few of his friends and give 
the fellow a thrashing that would do 
for him, but the wife suggested that 
it would be better to steal the title 
deeds and dispossess him in that way. 
‘Tung Niu, who happened to be passing 
the window at the moment, overheard the 
conversation, and determined to have his 
revenge by killing the man and his wife. 
According armed with a hoe, he prized 
open the door of the house and killed them 
both. The families though distantly re- 
lated, were no longer connected by ties of 
mourning, and the ordinary law is, there- 
fore, applicable to the case. Under this 
the murderer has been sentenced to de- 
capitation, with exposure of the head, and 
half his property has been appropriated for 
the support of the mother of his victim. 


STOPPAGE OF BREACH IN THE PEIHO. 


(2) The heavy floods from the hills during 
last summer caused an immense increase 
in the volume of water in the upper reaches 
of the Peiho, and on the 8th of August a 
breach occurred below P‘ing Chia-tuan, by 
means of which the bulk of the stream was 
diverted into the Chien Kan River. T‘ung 
Chou and the four districts of San-ho, 
Hsiang-ho, Pao-ti, and Ning-ho suffered 
severely from the overflow and the remiss- 
ness of the Taotai at T‘ung-chow was visited 
with deprivation of rank. He and an 
expectant-prefect, Kuei Pén-hsien, were 
held responsible for the repair of the 
breach, which, as it was 385 chang in 
length, was a task of considerable mag- 
nitude and occupied nearly two months in 
execution. Every drop of the stream has 
now been restored to its old course and the 
Peiyun River continues to receive, as before, 
the combined waters of the Ch‘ao-pei and 
Wén-yii Rivers. The lands that were recent- 
ly under water are now dry enough toreceive 
a crop of spring wheat, and the river will 
present no difficulties next year to the 
passage of the grain fleet: Hsii Ch ‘ien- 
shén, the Taotai at T‘ung Chou, has been 
reinstated in his former position and the 
Prefect to whose assistence the work was 
much indebted for its success, has been 
raised to the rank of an expectant Tavtai. 


AS APPEAL CASE FROM HUNAN. 


December, 18th.—(1) The appellant is a 
widow and a native of the Hsiang-hsiang 
district in Hunan, where she was formerly 
proprietor of a restaurant. Twentyfive 
years ago she was implicated in a charge of 
having harboured a thief, and as she was 
unable to exercise proper control over her 
establishment, she was persuaded to dispose 
of the good-will of it to the police authori- 
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ties. The latter, finding that the situation - 


lent itself to becoming a refuge for 
characters, pulled down the house and sold 
the adjoining ground -to a relative of the 
appellant’s husband. The woman took 
advantage of this to make a demand for 
more money, and by the advice of some 
friends she was promised 42 tiao to keep 
her quiet. The payment was made to her 
father, but he made a deduction for a debt 
his daughter owed him and appropriated 
the small balance that remained. She 
entered a lawsuit to recover the money 
and as her representative in the case died 
in prison, she started for Peking and withthe 
help of a strolling fortune-teller, made out 
a statement of the wrongs she had suffered 
which she tried to present to the Emperor. 
She was handed over in the usual way to 
the Board of Punishments and was séntenc- 
ed to banishment and 100 blows of the 
bamboo for obstructing the Imperial pro- 
cession. The practice in such cases is to 
order a fresh investigation in the provincial 
courts, and if no new evidence is adduced 
in support of the appeal, the sentence of 
the board is to be confirmed. This has been 
done in the present instance, but as the 
appellant is over seventy years of age, 
she will in consideration of her sex be 
allowed to commute the penalty. 


RETURN VOYAGE OF GRAIN FLEET. 


(2) The Director-General of the Grain 
Transport expressed a fear some months ago 


that owing to the diversion of the Yellew © 


River the grains junks would meet with 
obstruction on their return journey and he 
was ordered to take steps to clear out a 
course for them. The Shantung authori- 
ties lent their co-operation in the work and 


he now reports that the whole fleet has - 
passed Ch‘ing-chiang Pu on its way south. 


GRAIN TRIBUTE FROM KIANGSU. REWARDS OF 
OFFICERS CHARGED WITH CONVEYANCE TO. 


(3) Two years ago the experiment was 
made of forwaring 50,000 piculs of the 
grain tax from Kiangsu by the Grand 
Canal, and when its conveyance was satis- 
factorily completed, a number of officers 
were recommended for promotion as a re- 
ward for their services on the occasion. 


! The Board, however, return the list to the 


Viceroy at Nanuking.with a request that it 


should be reduced and be supplemented by 


a record of the previous career of the offi- 
cers whose names it contained. It was, at 
the same time, suggested that the scale of 
rewards allowed in the case of the Kiangpei 
transport service should be taken asa basis 
in compiling the new list. In reply, the 
Viceroy points cut that the conveyance of 
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the Kiangsu rice by canal is an entirely 
new undertaking, and he fails to see the 
analogy of the case of Kiangpei where 
this means of transport hae been in force 
for many years. Granting, however, for 
sake of argument that the parallel applies, 
he cannot admit that the list furnished 
was in any way excessive. Kiangpei sends 
a yearly tribute of 120,000 piculs of rice, 
and for its conveyance thirty officers are 
entitled to receive rewards. Kiangsu, whose 


rice contribution is nearly half the above | 


amount. has only claimed the right of 
recommending eleven offieers, and as the 
list has since been reduced to ten, the 
Viceroy hopes that the Board will offer no 
further opposition to its aceeptance. 


NEPAULESE TRIBUTE MISSION, 


Decmeber, 19th —(1) The Viceroy of 
Szcehuen states that he has duly com- 
municated to Nepaulese tribute-bearing 
envoy, Rochi, the Imperial Decree authoriz- 
ing the mission to enter Peking. The 
mission, which started from Ch‘eng-tu on 
the 1st of October last, is travelling by way 
of Shensi, Shansi, Honan, and Chihli, and 
the authorities of these provinces are to 
provide it with means of conveyance and a 
suitable escort as it passes through their 
several jurisdictions, 


APPLICATION FROM THE OTVERNOR OF HUNAN 
TO RETIRE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 


(2) Pien Pao-ti, the Governor of Hunan, 
renews his application for permission to 
vacate his post. On making a similar re- 
quest some time ago, he was granted a 
month’s leave of absence to enable him to 
recruit his health, and he now reports that 
he has made no progress towards recovery. 
Hunan is noted for its absence of skilled 
physicians, and so far he has been unable 
to find one of even moderate repute. He 
is threatened with paralysis of the left leg, 
and fears that he may become disabled for 
life. —Rescript ; Let the Memorialist take 
an extension of two months’ leave ; he need 
not vacate his post. 

(3) Li Hung-i, formerly Judge of Kiangsu, 
bequeathed at his death a sum of Tis. 
10,000 for the support of his widow. The 
latter, who is now living with her mother 
at her native at place in Anhui, has been 
deeply affected by the Yellow River dis- 
aster, and has placed a sum of Tis. 5,000 
at the disposal of the government for the 
relief of the sufferers. Though she ex- 
pressly desired that no notice should be 
taken of the act, the Governor of Kiangsu 
considers that such an instance of com- 
mendable benevolence should receive due 
publicity, and in reporting it to the Throne, 
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he asks that permission may be given for 
the erection of an honorary portal to the 
memory of the donor. 


REMITTANCE OF GINSENG MONEY. 


(4) The Viceroy of Szechuen reports that 
a sum of Tls. 2,479.1, being a contribution 
from the K‘ueichow Customs station for 
the purchase of ginseng for the ninth year 
of Kuang Hsii, has been lodged in the 
provincial treasury, and will be remitted to 
Peking as svon as a convenient opportunity 
offers. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS ON BURMESE 
FRONTIER. 


December 20th.—(1) The Viceroy of the 
Yiin Kuei provinces and the Governor of 
Yiinnan present a memorial recommending 
for various forms of reward or promotion a 
number of officers who rendered exception- 
ally good service in the suppression of a 
rising among the Chan-ta (Sanda ?) tribes 
within the jurisdiction of the Sub-Prefec- 
ture of T‘éng-yiieh (Momein). Chan-ta, 
the Memorialists state, is a district under 
the government of a native chieftain on the 
extreme frontier of Yiinnan. On _ the 
Chinese side it is conterminous with the 
“native” districts of Nan-tien Ch‘ien-ai, 
and on the outside it borders that of 
Nan-k‘an in Burma. Last year the 
authorities and people of Nan-k‘an took 
advantage of the arrival of foreign 
troops in Burma to enter into con- 
flicts among themselves, which were 
the cause of much trouble and general 
alarm on the frontier. Just as the defence 
of the border country in T‘éng-yueh be- 
came a matter of pressing attention, Hsiao- 
p‘ang, a brigand leader in the Hu-nung 
village of Chan-ta, began to stir, and ga- 
thering to his cause the aborigines of the 
surrounding villages, he organized a general 
rising. First they seized the native en- 
campment of Chan-to and then proceeded 
to invest Ch‘en-ai and Nan-tien, behaving 
with great license and causing much appre- 
hension for the safety of the adjoining 
Chinese territory. Unless the outbreak 
were crushed at once, it appeared likely to 
assume larger proportions as time went on, 
and to jeopardize very seriously the condi- 
tion of the frontier. The acting Brigadier- 
General at Moinein was therefore instruct- 
ed to proceed with an armed force and put 
down the revolt without loss of time. Thanks 
to the awe of the Imperial prestige, the 
General speedily recovered Chin-ta and the 
other aboriginal villages. Hsiao-p‘ang and 
280 of his following were captured and be- 
headed. The natives of the neighbouring 
villages who had joined the movement re- 
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pented of their conduct and resumed their 
loyalty, and peace and quiet were restored 
once more. The operations being con- 
ducted on the frontier were, it is sub- 
mitted, of a very different kind from 
ordinary service performed within the 
limits of the Empire, and it is stated that 
the officers, of whose names, numbering 
120, a list is enclosed, may receive rewards 
commensurate with the unusual nature of 
the tas« which they were called upon to 
perform. 


RETENTION OF AN OFFICER FOR FRONTIER 
SERVICE IN YUNNAN. 


(2) In previous memorials the Viceroy of 
Yunnan and Kueichow intimated his inten- 
tion of taking steps to bring under Chinese 
subjection the wild tribes who were causing 
trouble in ‘‘ the hilly country of the Black 
Lolos” within the jurisdiction of the Pre- 
fecture of Shun-ning in Yiinnan. He now 
makes an application to the Throne for 
permission to retain for this service an 
officer named Shih Chien-chung, who, in 
addition to qualities as an experienced 
soldier, possesses an intimate knowledge of 
the country in question.—The Imperial 
Rescript accedes to the Viceroy’s request. 

RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK OF THE 

PRINCIPAL OF THE MILITARY SCHOOL 
AT TIENTSIN. 

December 21st.—(1) Yang Tsung-lien is, 
Li Hung-chang represents, a man of reliable 
attainments and great experience in military 
matters, combined with natural talent and 
an aptitude for details. For his conspicuous 
services he was selected by the Viceroy as 
Head of the Military School, in which 

osition he has been a great success. A 

ecree based upon a report received from 
Prince Ch‘un on the return of His 
Imperial Highness from his tour of 
inspection in the North, commended the 
admirable organization and arrangement 
of the school, and authorized the retention 
of Yang Tsung-lien for employment under 
the Viceroy’s orders. This mark of Impe- 
rial favour encouraged him to still further 
and greater exertion. Yang Tsung-lien 
framed all the rules and regulations on 
which the school was originally started, 
and during the two years of its existence 
he has been indefatigable in promoting by 
admonition and advice the training and 
education of the officers and men. Each 
month has shown a perceptible advance ; 
the principal has won the confidence of the 
commandants of the various battalions, 
and the foreign instructors have attained 
excellent result under his management. 
It would be hard to find a man who 
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combines such a knowledge of foreign 
and military questions. He has now 
served his term of two years in 
the school, and as rewards are being 
solicited for the instructors, interpreters, 
and students, he cannot well be left out. 
He formerly held the brevet rank of Judi- 
cial Commissioner, and the Viceroy sug- 
gests he be reinstated in that position, a 
suggestion that is approved by the Imperial 
Rescript appended to the memorial. 


REMITTANCES FROM SALT REVENUE OF 
CHEKIANG. 

(2) The salt revenue of Chékiang was 
required to forward the following assess- 
ments to Peking during the current year: 
—Peking subsidy, Tls. 200,000; Imperial 
Household Fund, Tis. 50,000; Frontier 
Defence expenses for 1886, Tls. 60,000; and 
Tls. 10,000 for the purchase of ginseng. 
The Governor of the province reports that 
the final instalments of the above sums 
have been forwarded by steamer to Tientsin 
under charge of an officer of the salt 
department, who will lose no time in having 
them transmitted to their destination. 


PLAGUE OF PRAIRIE RATS IN MONGOLIA. 


(3) The Military Governor of Uliasut‘ai 
and the Assistant Warden of the Marches re- 
port that owing to the appearance of swarms 
of rats it has been found necessary to make 
an alteration in the route of the govern- 
ment courier service in three of the postal 
stations in the Khalkha region of outer 
Mongolia. For two years past the pastur- 
age of the districts in question has suffered 


' severely from the ravages of these vermin, 


and this year nearly every blade of grass 
has been eaten up. The whole country is 
honeycombed with their burrows. The 
horses and camels are in a famishing state, 
and there is no means of keeping them 
alive during the winter. The burrows are 
a great source of danger to the mounted 
couriers, and the want of forage would 
render it impossible to maintain a supply 
of animals for the service. The road to 
which the stations have been transferred 
will traverse a more direct line of country 
than the old one did and is well provided 
with water and pasturage. 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF KUANGTUNG. 
CENSOR REBUKED FOR REQUESTING THAT HE 
SHOULD PROCEED TO HIS POST. 
December 22nd.—({1) A Decree. We have 
received a Memorial from the Censor Chin 
Shou-sung requesting that T‘ang Jén-lien . 
should be instructed to take up his appoint- 
ment as Commander-in-Chief of Kuangtung, 
and asking for a searching investigation into 
certain matters connected with the supply of 
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fuel for the Imperial Household. T‘ang Jén- 
lien, after his appointment to Canton, was 
retained in his acting post of Brigadier- 
General at Tung Chou. Such an arrange- 
ment is of usual occurrence, and is based 
upon the consideration of military require- 
ments to which the Government attaches 
much importance. Had the ofticer in ques- 
tion not been required at his present post, 
We should have heard from Li Hung-chang 
to that effect, while, on the other hand, if 
his presence in Kuangtung was urgently 
desired, Chang Chih-tung would not have 
failed to make known his wishes on the 
subject. We received Memorials of a 
similar nature from two other Censors, 
which We left unnoticed, and We are at a 
loss to understand the object of now repeat- 
ing the same request. The allusions to 
the fuel question are purely frivolous and 
vexatious, and the writer’s acquaintance 
with such details is out of place, seeing 
that the control of the Imperial House- 
hold is not within his province. We are 
always prepared to act upon any practicable 
advice that may be tendered by the Cen- 
sors, but suggestions springing from inter- 
ested motives or ignorance of political 
necessities are not likely to deceive Us or 
gain acceptance. Let the Censors in future 
consider it their bounden duty to furnish 
Us with true, honest, and impartial Memo- 
rials, and refrain from presenting wild 
statements based upon trivial details and 
springing from interested motives. In this 
‘way they will assist Us in our unwearied 
efforts to improve the administration. Let 
this be published for general information. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO DECEASED 
GENERAL, 


(2) The Viceroy of Shensi and Kansu 
submits for favourable consideration a peti- 
tion signed by a number of literati praying 
that a tablet may be erected to the memory 
of Brigadier-General T‘an Jén-fang in the 
temple recently dedicated to the spirit of 
Tolunga, late Tartar General at Ching Chou. 
Chin Shun, late Military Governor of Ili, 
Tolunga, and the deceased were companions 
in arms for several years in the campaigns 
against the Mohammedans and the Nienfei, 
and as the question of expense renders it 
impossible to erect separate temples, it is 
proposed that joint honours should be done 
to them in a common building. The erec- 
tion of a special temple to Chin Shun was 
authorized some time ago, but the work 
was never undertaken, and the present 
arrangement will, it is thought, satisfy the 
feelings of the people and meet the circum- 
stances of the case. 
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SCHTHING DENUNCIATION OF KIANGSU 
OFFICIALS, 


December 23rd.—The Censor Chin Shou- 
sung denounces in unmeasured language 
five officers in Kiangsu who have, he states, 
become a disgrace to the public service. 
The first against whom he levels his 
accusations is Féng Tséng the Superinten- 
dent of the Imperial Manufactory at Svo- 
chow, whose violent temper and mean 
disposition render him quite unfit for the 
high position he occupies. He is in the 
hands of two disreputable subordinates Li 
Kuei-lin and Chiang Ying, who are his 
trusted confidants alike at the gaming 
table and in the brothel shop. Last 
year he gave a theatrical porformance in 
his public residence, to which all the 
people in the neighbourhood were allowed 
free access, and took advantage of the 
occasion to get forcible possession of a 
number of respectable girls. He extorted 
Tls. 5,000 from the officer in charge of 
the treasury chest, and on the latter 
resenting this treatment, he went to his 
house with an armed body of retainers. 
The man himself had made his scape to 
Shanghai, but a number of the inmates of 
his household were severely beaten, and 
an action arising out of the case is still 
pending before the local magistrate. His 
acts of tyranny and oppression are too 
numerous to mention in detail, but the 
above will serve as specimens. In fact, 
his reputation is the common talk of the 
town. 

The second officer denounced is En 
Hsien, the Prefect of Huaian Fu, whose 
conduct is characterized by extreme levity 
and depravity. He is always gadding 
about in private clothes, and if, when out 
at night, he comes across the police on 
patrol, he covers his face to avoid being 
recognised. If his secretaries want to con- 
sult him about public business, they search 
for him everywhere in vain. Next mor- 
ning he turnstup unexpectedly, the laughing 
stock of all classes in the community. The 
worst has still to be told. On several occa- 
sions he was tied up in brothels and kept a 
prisoner until he was ransomed. Last year 
when the examinations were being held, he 
never entered the examinations halls, anda 
rumour was spread that the first ten places 
on the list were sold to wealthy families in 
the city. The matter was finally arranged 
by the magistrate, but not until the whole 
body of students indignantly declined to 
submit to being examined, 


The third officer mentioned in the censor’s 
Memorial is Li Fu-i, the Magistrate of the 
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Ch‘ang shu district, who is represented to 
be a self-seeking, reckless, and extravagant 
man. Immediately on assuming office he 
got together a theatrical troupe, established 
a theatre entitled the ‘‘ House of General 
Enjoyment,” and gave public entertain- 
ments, even on days of national mour- 
ning. A paragraph appeared in the Shén 
Pao about the disorderly character of 
those proceedings. A student who had 
attained proficiency in astronomy and 
mathematics was suspected of being the 
author of the notice, and was arrested and 
tortured until his life was despaired of. 
At the ceremony of ‘Welcoming the 
Spring,” the magistrate went through the 
the streets in a chair with eight bearers, 
attended hy a mounted escort dressed in 
in furs and satins, to the great wonder and 
amazement of all beholders. He compro- 
mised and hushed up a number of grave 
cases. The result was that lawsuits were 
of infrequent occurrence, and then he 
claimed the credit of having put a stop to 
litigation. He had under his command 
nominally for the protection of the people 
a body of forty or fifty ruffians, whom he 
styled his Naval Brigade. They received 
no pay, but were allowed to make a living 
by keeping gambling establishments and 
levying illegal fees from the honseholders 
in the city. He is a son of Li Ch‘ing-ao, 
a former Governor of Honan, and was 
formerly denounced for the trouble he gave 
during his father’s tenure of office. 

Wang Ts‘an, the Magistrate of the Chao- 
wén district, is a stolid and stupid old 
blockhead, entirely under the control of his 
head clerk, who monopolizes the manage- 
ment of public business. The Magistrate 
has vacated his post, but the harpies who 
surrounded him are still hovering about, 
and his successor is sure to fall into their 
toils. 

The last on the list is the Sub-Director 
of Studies in the Chian-yin district who has 
an inordinate love of pleasure and an in- 
tense passion for gambling. He spends 
the whole day in throwing dice with his 
own servants. He collects a fee of $1 from 
every student who presents himself for ex- 
amination, and refuses admission to those 
who decline to pay. He is imbued with a 
mercantile spirit, and haggles about his 
fees like any ordinary trader. The officials 
above-mentioned are notoriously corrupt, 
and Memorialist feels bound to report them. 
He concludes a vigorous tirade by asking 
that the Viceroy at Nanking should be 
directed to depute an impartial officer to 
hold a strict inquiry into the charges which 
form the subject of his Memorial. 
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ENQUIRY INTO CONDUCT OF KIANGSU 
OFFICIALS. 

December 24th.—The late Acting Vice- 
roy at Nanking reports the result of the 
enquiries which he was ordered to institute 
into the conduct of certain Kiangsu officials 
who had been denounced in a Memorial 
printed in the Gazette of the 23rd instant. 
With regard to the charges against Feng- 
tseng, the Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactories at Soochow, the Memorialist 
states that before the Taiping Rebellion 
there were 630 Government looms at Soo- 
chow, but after the recovery of the place 
only ninety of these were restored. It was 
thus unavoidable that outside weavers 
should be employed, when orders of un- 
usual magnitude were received from Peking. 
Moreover, Feng-tsefg had abolished the de- 
partment which was entrusted with the 
purchase of the raw material required, and 
had employed a private firm to buy it for 
him instead. This had caused the clerks 
who had lost their positions to have a 
strong feeling against him, and made them 
say things to his discredit. But in reality 
he seems to have acted in the public in- 
terest from laudable motives of economy. 
He did not, not dismiss weavers and pur- 
chase ready-made goods, nor did he extort 
money from merchants ; and that his manu- 
factures were not below the proper stan- 
dard is proved by the fact that they were 
accepted at the Palace in Peking instead 
of being rejected and returned to him. It 
is not denied that he gave theatrical enter- 
tainments on occasions of festivity, but 
there is nothing to prove that the grave 
improprieties alleged to have occurred at 
times ever took place at all. Nor is 
there any evidence to show that he at- 
tempted to get a large sum of money from 
the factory treasurer, Ming-yu. It ap- 
pears that Ming-yu’s term of service ex- 
pired in the ordinary course of things, 
and that afterwards his servant went to 
get back some stools which had been made 
for the superintendent and were rejected 
as unsatisfactory. The servant, finding 
that the cushion of one ef the stools- 
was full of disagreeable insects, proceeded: 
to fumigate it on some vacant ground just 
outside the superintendent’s house, and in 
so doing accidentally set the cushion on 
fire. The superintendent considered that 
lighting a fire in such a place was im- 
proper, and sent some of his attendants. to. 
bring Ming-yu’s servant before him. The 
servant objected, and the men beat him. 
and dragged him about. The whole affair 
was put into the local magistrate’s hands, 
and as the servant’s wounds were healed, 





Deo. 24—26.] 


it was settled by the superintendent’s 
attendants being given a flogging. The 
Memorialist, however, considers that Feng- 
tseng was worthy of blame for failing to 
keep proper control over his attendants 
and allowing them to commit an assault. 
He also acted wrongfully in retaining as 
has secretary the man named Chiang Ying, 
who had formerly been an official and had 
been denounced to the Throne as an 
improper person to be employed. For 
these reasons, it is suggested that he 
should be handed to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty. The 
Memorialist considers that there is no 
truth in the charge of frequenting low 
haunts, which was brought against En 
Hsien, the Prefect at Huai-an Fu. The 
officers ordered to make enquiries cannot 
find any one in Huai-an who has heard 
such stories as those for which En Hsien 
was denounced. MHuai-an is a quiet little 
place, with very few bad houses, and if 
anything such as is alleged happened 
with regard to a well-known person like 
the prefect, people must be acquainted 
with it. Perhaps the rumcurs arose from 
the fact that the prefect occasionally went 
out to inspect the police on winter nights or, 
because some of his clerks did frequent 
public places and give themselves airs, for 
which they were dismissed by him. It is 
true, however, that the officer in charge of 
the local examinations let out the subject 
for an essay before it was publicly made 
known thereby nearly causing a serious 
affair. The prefect should therefore be 
punished for allowing his subordinate to 
show such laxity, though it is not true that 
ten places at the head of the list were sold 
to wealthy persons. The specific charges 
against Li Fu-i, the Magistrate of the 
Ch‘ang-shu, cannot any of them be 
sustained, but it is none the less true he 
has displayed unseemly ostentation and 
extravagance, has given way to his temper, 
has failed to give proper attention to cases 
tried by him, and has inficted corporal 
punishment in an excessive degree, making 
himself disliked by all classes of people in 
his jurisdiction. It is therefore recom- 
mended that he be dismissed from the 
public service. It is found that the 
Magistrate Wang Ts‘an employed an im- 
proper person as head clerk under a false 
name, for which some punishment should 
be inflicted on him. Also, Wu Ying- 
sheng, Sub-Director of Studies at Kiang- 
yin, is not, as alleged, given to excessive 
opium-smoking or gambling with worthless 
students. But still he has really been in 
the habit of insisting on the payment of 
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fees by students entering the college, for 
which the’ Memorialist considers that he 
should bo dismissed from the service of the 
Stats: Dectos issued previously. 


YELLOW RIVER. DISPUTE AS TO LOCALITY OF 
: A BREACH. 


December 25th.—(1) Last summer the 
Governor of Shantung was informed by his 
officers that on the 17th July a breach had 
occurred in the north bank of the Yellow 
River within the jurisdiction of K‘ai Chou, 
a town in the Province of Chihli. After he 
had reported the fact to the Throne, the 
Viceroy Li wrote to him that the Chihli 
officials persisted in declaring the breach 
was not in Chihli, but in the Memorialist’s 
own province of Shantung. A mixed com- 
mission of officers belonging to the two 
provinces was therefore despatched to the 
place for the purpose of determining the 
point. After careful inspection they, re- 
ported that the boundary line ran right 
into the main gap in the banks, but 
they could not decide on which side of it 
the earth had originally given way. It 
appeared, however, that P‘u Chou in 
Shantung, being lower down stream, the 
embankment had been gradually washed 
away afterwards for a longer distance in 
that jurisdiction than it had in Chihli, 
which was higher up stream. Also, when 
the flood took place, the suburbs of the 
town of P‘u Chou were inundated, which had 
occupied the attention of the local sub- 
prefect and prevented him from strength- 
ening the broken wall at the edge of the 
breach, so as to keep the gap from extend- 
ing. For this neglect the Memorialist pro- 
poses to deprive the sub-prefect of his 
button. The embankment in question is 
not one of which the government takes 
charge ; but as the repairs to it will tax the 
resources of the people in the locality too 
severely, he desires to contribute to the 
expense from the public fund..—Approved 
by Rescript. 


YELLOW RIVER. HEIGHT OF THE WATER IN 
THE HUNG-TSE LAKE. 

(2) The Director-General of the Grain 
Transport reports that between the 24th 
October and the 24th November the water 
in the Hung-tsé Lake rose 2ft. 7in. At the 
latter date the water stood at 8ft. 7in. above 
the mark, being 7in. higher than it was 
during the summer floods this year, and lft. 
2in. higher than during those of last year. 


IMPERIAL FACTORY. PRICES INSUFFICIENT. 


December 26th.—The Superintendent 
of the Imperial Manufacturies at Hangchow 
complains of the insufficiency of the prices 
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at which he is allowed to purchase dyes, 
such as safflower, indigo, etc., for colouring 
silk manufactured by his establishment for 
the use of the palace. The same is the case 
with the gold used for making thread for 
embroidery, which has very much risen in 
cost of late years. He is afraid that if he 
is only allowed to offer such a low price as 
that fixed by the regulations, the gold will 
certainly be adulterated.—His memorial is 
referred by Rescript to the Board of 
Revenue. 


UNHEALTHINESS OF CHEN-AN IN KUANGSI. 


(2) The late Prefect of Chen-an Fu in 
Western Kuangsi having died at his post, 
the Governor of the Province proposes the 
name of another officer for the vacant ap- 
pointment. He at the same time charac- 
terises the district as unhealthy and 
malarious. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO MU-T‘U-SHAN. 

December 27th.--(1) The late Mu-t‘u- 
shan, forinerly Tartar General at Foochow, 
commenced his military career in the reign 
of the Emperor Hsien Féng. He fought 
victoriously in the provinces of Honan, 
Chihli, Shantung, Shansi, Hupei, and An- 
hui, and discharged important military and 
civil duties in Shensi, Kansu, and Fukien. 
He was finally entrusted with the task of 
organising the army in the three provinces 
of Manchuria. It is ordered that a record 
of his exploits be furnished to the State 
Historian’s Office, and permission is given 
to build temples in his honour in all the 
provinces where he distinguished himself 
and in Hai-lung-chiang as well. 


RETIREMENT OF I P‘EI-SHEN. 

(2) I P‘ei-shen, Provincial Treasurer of 
Kiangsu, is permitted to retire on the 
ground of ill health. 

CHARITABLE DONATIONS OF LI WEN-MIN. 

(3) A retired official named Li Wen-min, 
formerly Governor of Kiangsi and an inha- 
bitant of Hsi-hsiang in Shensi, in addition 
to a gift of Tls. 1,500 made by his father, 
has purchased land to the value of Tls. 
14,100, from the rent of which an alms- 
house will be maintained for the use of his 
poor kinsmen, and funds be provided for 
their funerals and weddings. He also ata 
previous period, gave Tls. 2,000 for the 
support of scholars in the college of Han- 
chung Fu, and Tls. 2,000 to furnish means 
for poor students to go to the examinations 
at the provincial capital. He also present- 
ed to the college 5,996 volumes costing 
Tls. 810. Li Wen-min being an official of 
high rank, the Governor of the Province 
asks that some mark of distinction may be 
conferred on him, instead of the rewards 
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generally bestowed upon private persons 

who have given large sums for charitable 

purposes.—Referred to the Board. 
REPAIRS TO THE ‘‘CHEN-HAI.” 

(4) The Viceroy Li Hung-chang, in ac- 
cordance with directions received from the 
Board of Works, gives a detailed statement 
of the repairs recently executed upon the 
ship of war Chen-hai in the Government 
Dock at Taku. ‘The expenditure incurred 
upon it was Tls. 5,493 for materials, and 
Tls. 966 for labour. 


CURIOUS INCIDENT IN A FLOOD IN SHENSI. 


(5) The Governor of Shensi states that 
the Yii-hsi River, which runs past the city 
of Yii-lin Fu, receives the waters from the 
Ch'in River as well as several streams in 
the valleys of Mongolia. During the sum- 
mer rains it is sometimes subject to dis- 
astrous floods covering the fields in the 
neighbourhood with sand and stones. On 
the 6th of August last a thunderstorm 
occurred, followed the next morning 
between 7 and 8 o'clock by a tremendous 
fall of rain. The guards in charge of 
the river came in to report that the 
river was bringing down black lumps of 
something, of various sizes. Some of t 
pieces were ten feet long and looked like 
black logs. The Taotai and Brigadier 
hastened to the river side. There they 
beheld an extraordinary sight. The river’s 
surface was covered with black objects 
which were plunging and dancing among 
the waves. The middle of the stream was 
piled aloft, and, strange to say, the water 
down stream was higher than it was above. 
The planks of the bridges were carried 
away without its being possible to rescue 
them. Next day the ground from which 
the water had retired was found to be 
strewn with black lumps. The people of the 
place said they were called sand coal (sha 
t‘an), and were brought down, when ex- 
traordinary floods occurred, 
‘- Seven Hills ” Lake in the Mongol country; 
but that the phenomenon was seen only 
once in a great many years. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

December 28th.—(1) Huang P‘eng-nien 
is appointed Provincial Treasurer for Kiang- 
su, and Wen-lin is appointed Superintendent. 
of the Imperial Manufactories at Soochow 
in place of Fengtseng, who was censured in 
a Memorial which appeared in the Gazette 
of a few days ago. 

REWARDS FOR SAVING LIFE AT SEA. 

(2) It appears that some time ago 
amended regulations were issued by the 
Tsungli Yamén with regard to the saving 
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of life at sea by the officers or crews of the 
steam vessels belunging to the Government. 
If such officers or men should at the risk 
of their own lives rescue as many as thirty 
persons who were in imminent peril from 
the loss or stranding of their vessel, no 
matter whether the vessel be Chinese or 
foreign-owned, it was permitted that they 
should be recommended to the Throne for 
the rewards granted in cases of exception- 
ally meritorious performance of duty. 
But the number of names which might be 
sent in on any one occasion must always be 
limited to two or three. It has now been 
reported to the Viceroy at Nanking that 
on different occasions during the past and 
present year the captain and crew of 
the Ts‘e-hai have rescued as many as fifty- 
four persons who were on the very point 
of perishing. For the energy and courage 
they have thus displayed while exposing 
themselves to the violence of the wind and 
waves, they have in the Viceroy’s opinion 
fully earned the promised reward. He 
therefore presents a list of the names 
which he recommends.-—Referred to the 
Tsungli Yamén for a report on the case. 


PRAYERS FOR SNOW, 


December 29th.—(1) No snow having 
fallen in the neighbourhood of Peking this 
winter, it is announced that on the 2nd of 
January, the Emperor will repair to the 
Temple known as the Ta-kao-tien and 
there offer incense. 


ALLEGED PECULATION IN THE IMPERIAL 
HOUSEHOLD. 


(2) A Censor represents that, according 
to information which has reached him, 
great dishonesty is practised by the officers 
now in charge of the wood and charcoal 
departments in the Imperial Household. 
These departments purchase firewood at 
the rate of Tls. 3 per thousand catties, with 
an addition of 10 per cent. for waste, and 
charcoal at Tls. 7 per thousand catties with 
an addition of 20 per cent., the total expen- 
ture under these heads amounting to more 
than Tls. 100,000 per annum. The present 
chief clerks are said to cheat both the 
government and the tradesmen, and to 
appropriate the greater part of the wages 
of the one hundred and twenty servants em- 
ployed in their departments. The amount 
which they have amassed may be judged 
from the smartness of their dress and 
equipages.—The Imperial Decree in reply 
to this Memorial was published previously 
In it the Censor was rebuked with much. 
severity for paying attention to trifling 
matters which it was not his duty ot 
scrutinise. 
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TURKESTAN. FAILURE IN HARVESTS. 


(3) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
has been informed by the Sub-Prefect of 
Chensi, or Barkoul, that the crops have 
failed this year in certain parts of his dis- 
trict. The summer was favourable ; but in 
the beginning of autumn trouble was caused 
by rats, then heavy snow fell on the 26th 
August, after which severe frosts occurred. 
The Magistrate at Sui-lai, or Manas, re- 
ports a somewhat similar state of affairs in 
his neighbourhood. On the 27th, 28th, 
and 29th August there were hard frosts, 
which covered the ground with white, as 
though snow had fallen. The earlier crops 
were somewhat damaged, and the later 
ones did not bear grain at all. The Memo- 
rialist mentions the lateness of the harvest 
in Turkestan, where it is more backward 
than in Kansu, while Kansu is behind the 
rest of China ; so that the ordinary rules as 
to what constitutes a failure of crop cannot 
be made to apply in the said region. He 
has affording relief in particular cases where 
it is specially required ; and he has ap- 
pointed a commission to inspect the dis- 
tricts affected and ascertain whether it be 
necessary to postpone the collection of the 
land tax, or even to remit it altogether.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


MURDER OF A CREDITOR IN TURKESTAN, 


(4) The Governor of Chinese Turkestan 
reports the conviction of a man for pre- 
meditated homicide in the district of Hami. 
The murderer was a Turkish Mohammedan 
named Yussuf, and his victim a Chinese 
called Mao Sung-lin. There was some 
time ago a lawsuit between the two men 
concerning a debt, which Yussuf was con- 
demned to pay. He was at the time ordered 
by the court not to have any further dealings 
with MaoSung-lin, but being in straitened 
circumstances he again brought three taels 
worth of goods from him on credit. One 
day last winter Mao Sung-lin mounted a 
donkey and rode to Yussuf’s house to ask 
for payment of this later debt. Yussuf’s 
wife was away frome home, so he himself 
cooked some food and entertained his visitor. 
When Mao Sung-lin demanded the money, 
Yussuf, who had none, wished instead to 
give some sheep, which he valued at eighty 
tael cents a piece. Mao Sung-lin would 
only offer thirty cents for them. His 
debtor implored him to give more, but 
he replied with curses and threats of 
going to law again. Soon after he went 
to bed for the night; and Yussuf, who 
was at once enraged with him for his 
harshness, and frightened at the prospect 
of being summoned, determined to put 
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him to death while he slept. Taking a 
hair rope, he tied a slip-knot in it, placed 
it quietly round the unconscious man’s 
throat, and pulled it with all his might, 
placing his feet on the knot, and then 
standing on the man’s shoulders in order 
that he might drag the harder. The victim 
was soon dead, and at dawn Yussuf put 
his body on the donkey and took it away 
into the hills, where he buried it. He at 
the same time killed and concealed the 
donkey, which he feared might betray him. 
The affair however came to light, and the 
Mohammedan Prince of Hami, Sha-mu-hu- 
so-té, after a preliminary enquiry, handed 
the murderer to the local authorities. The 
Memorialist has now condemned Yussuf to 
be branded on the face and decapitated 
after imprisonment, such being the penalty 
awarded by law for his offence. 


December 30th.—No documents of 
interest. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN YUNNAN. 


December 31st.—(1) The Viceroy of the 
Yiin-kuei Provinces and the Governor of 
Yiinnan present a Memorial on the subject 
of certain administrative changes which it 
is proposed to make in connection with the 
opening of Méngtzii to foreign trade. 
Yiinnan is at present divided into the three 
territorial Circuits or Intendancies of I- 
tung, I-shi, and I-nan, and there is a Grain 
Intendant who has a control over the 
waterways and military settlements in the 
province. It has now been decided to 
create a new Intendancy comprising the 
three Prefectures of K‘aihua Kuang-nan, 
and Lin-an, which are to be withdrawn 
from the I-tung and I-nan Circuits. The 
incumbent of the new post is to be stationed 
at Méngtzi, and, in addition to his other 
duties, is to exercise the functions of 
Superintendent of Customs. The Prefec- 
ture of Shun-ning and the Sub-Perfec- 
ture of Ching-tung are to be withdrawn 
from the juisdiction of the I-hsi Inten- 
dant and to be placed under the control of 
the I-nan Taotai. The appointment of the 
Intendant of the newly created circuit is to 
be vested in the Emperor, and the first in- 
cambent of the post is T‘ang Shou-ming, 
an officer of the Kiangsu staff. His salary 
is fixed at Tls. 5,900 a year, and he has 
been assigned a staff of 75 official servants 
whose pay is Tls. 6 each, or Tls. 450 a year. 
Attached to the intendancy there is to be a 
treasury keeper with a salary of Tls. 204 a 
year, who is to be provided with six 
seavants drawing a total annual allowance 
of Tis. 36.: The new Taotai T‘ang Shou- 
ming was detained, at the time the Memo- 
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rialists wrote, in Kiangsu to clear off some 
outstanding business, and they asked that 
he should be allowed to proceed to his post 
in Yiinnan with all speed. The Imperial 
Decree appended to the Memorial states 
that the officer in question started for 
Yiinnan on the 4th December. 


LI HO-NIEN ASSUMES OFFICE AS DIRECTOR. 
GENERAL OF YELLOW RIVER. 


(2) On the 14th November last, Li Ho- 
nien, who was cashiered some three years 
ago when Governor of Honan, and who has 
since been living in retirement in Peking, 
was summoned to an audience in the Palace 
and received minute instructions on the 
subject of the Yellow River, of which he 
was appointed Acting Director-General by 
a Decree issued the same day. He started 
almost at once for his new post and reached 
K‘ai-féng Fu on the 6th of December, 
where he found Li Hung-tsao and Ni 
Wén-wei, with whom he was in constant 
consultation for several days. On the 9th 
December he took over the seals of oftice 
from Ch‘éng Fu. He expresses himself as 
quite appalled by the difficult task assigned 
him, but promises that he will use his ut- 
most endeavours to meet the crisis. 


CH‘ENG FU VACATES OFFICE OF DIRECTOR- 
GENERAL OF YELLOW RIVER. 


(3) The same Decree which appointed 
Li Ho-nien Director of the Yellow River 
ordered Ch‘éng Fu to remain under sur- 
veillance for service in connection with 
river works and atone for his past short- 
commings. In reporting that he has handed 
over charge to his successor, he states that 
the embankments are almost completed, 
and that the arrival of two instalments of 
the money forwarded by the Board, to- 
gether with Tls. 165,000 from Hupei and 
a number of remittances from other sources, 
has removed all anxiety on the score of 
funds. The work of closing the breach is 
now well under way and will be carried 
to completion as soon as a sufficient quantity 
of millet stalks can be procured without 
unduly taxing the resources of the people. 
Though he has vacated office, Ch‘éng Fu 
states that will be his earnest endeavour to 
retrieve the past by making redoubled exer- 
tions until the opening is closed. 


OFFICERS DETACHED FOR SPECIAL SERVICE 
ON YELLOW RIVER. 

(4) In a supplementary Memorial Ch ‘éng 
Fu reports the arrival of Shao Hsien, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Shansi, and P‘an 
Chiin, Judicial Commissioner of Shantung, 
both of whom have been detached for 
special service at the breach in the Yellow 
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River. Shao Hsien has been placed in 
charge of the work on the western embank- 
ment, while P‘an Chiin and the Intendant 
of the K‘ai Kuei Chén Hsii Circuit are to 
exercise joint supervision over the construc- 


tion of the eastern embankment. Ch‘én 
Pao-chén, Judge of Chékiang, who was also 
under orders for service under the Director- 
General of the River. had nut arrived at 
the time the Memorialist wrote. 
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